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Abstract

The thesis explores one of the ways of representation of power in the Russian empire:
proclamations or manifestos. The temporal scope of the research is the reign of Nicholas I,
one of most contradictory evaluated periods in the Russian history. It consists of five
chapters. The first speaks about approaches to the representation of power; the second sets
the historical context and describes the proclamations in general. The last three chapters
describe different functions of proclamations: legitimization of the imperial power, as a tool
of governance and way of propaganda. This case of imperial representation demonstrates
the flexibility of the imperial authorities who implemented various ideas and rhetorical

figures for different audiences.
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By the divine grace we, Nicholas I, the emperor of the whole Russia, announce to all our

loyal subject...

(titles of proclamations issued under Nicholas I)

Introduction

In December of 1825, after having received the news of the death of Alexander I, the
highest circles of the Russian elites were in chaos. According to the law, the next emperor
was supposed to be Constantin, younger brother of the emperor but he had contracted a
morganatic marriage, and therefore had lost his rights for the throne and had become a
viceroy in the Kingdom of Poland. After the death of Alexander I, he wrote Nicholas about
the abdication but refused to come to Russia to affirm his decision. In this situation the part
of the population took the oath of loyalty to Constantin in absentia. Moreover, it was
known that the young officers were planning coup d’état that later become known as the
Decembrist uprising. Amid all this chaos Nicholas had to cut the Gordian knot and the way
to do it was to issue a proclamation on the accession of the throne. He accomplished it by
supervising the creation of the text in person, and his associates put a lot of effort into
distribution. The proclamation did not prevent the uprising, but their efforts demonstrate its
importance for the authorities and how they believed that a well written and disseminated

proclamation could resolve a difficult dynastic situation. !

The phenomenon of the absolutist power in the Russian Empire is quite remarkable. The

power of the emperor was absolute; there was no category of population or institution until

!Alexander Benkendorf, Vospominaniya. 1802-1837 [Memoirs. 1802-1837 ], ( Moskva: moskovskiy fond
kultury, 2012), http://feb-web.ru/feb/rosarc/ben/ben-001-.htm, (accessed 01.06.2015), 335; Nikolay Schil’der,
Nikolay I. Ego zhizn’ I tsarstvovaniye [Nicholas 1. His life and reign] (St. Petersburg: the typography of
Alexander Suvorin, 1903), 269-348.


http://feb-web.ru/feb/rosarc/ben/ben-001-.htm

CEU eTD Collection

the beginning of the twentieth century to challenge it. The Russian Empire was a country
with a huge territory - the largest country in the world ruled by one person. There was no
such authority in any other Great Power. 2 One of ways to explore why this political system
worked for such prolonged time is to see how this power was constructed symbolically, as
the notions of power and representation are closely interconnected. On the one hand, power
expresses itself through representation; on the other, representation itself defines the nature
of power — each constructs the other.® | will analyze the Russian imperial rule through one

of the ways of the representation of power, proclamations.

Manifestos or proclamations were official appeals by the Russian emperor addressed to all
of his subjects. This type of message appeared under Peter | and vanished with the end of
the Romanov dynasty. Manifestos were composed in Saint Petersburg, dispatched to the
provinces, and read aloud all over the Russian Empire. They were issued on numerous
occasions: sometimes they told of recent developments in the life of the imperial family,
whilst at others they warned subjects of impending wars and peace treaties. They could be
used to publicize important new laws, reforms and levies, to discuss events in the
borderlands of Poland and Finland, to condemn insurrections and announce the executions
of political criminals that followed. The volume of manifestos only increased with time.
Despite the fact that the manifestos were essential and typical accoutrements of imperial
power, historians of Tsarist Russia have paid practically no attention to them and there are

very few works on the subject. *

2peter Waldren, Governing tsarist Russia, (Palgrave Macmillan, 2007), 17.

3Loius Marin, The portrait of the King, Translation by Martha M.Houle (Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1988), 4.

“Konstantin Solovyev, “Semantika legitimnosti gosudarstvennoy vlasti v tekstash Vysochayshih Manifestov v
XIX — nach. XX veka [The semantics of the legitamcy of state power by end of XIX — beginning of XX
century], Gosudarsvennoye upravlenie. Elektonnyy vestnik. 42 (2014), 295-307; Michele Viise, “Filaret
Drozdov and the language of official proclamations in nineteenth century Russia”, The Slavic and East
European journal 44, 4 (2000), 553-582.
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The time scope of my research is the reign of Nicholas | who ruled the Russian Empire for
almost 30 years. He accessed the throne in December of 1825 and died in 1855. All in all,
127 proclamations were issued in these thirty years, which provides sufficient amount and
diversity of data to analyze this representation of power. There are several important points

that make this period worthy of analysis.

This reign is usually evaluated quite contradictory both by contemporaries and historians.
There are two opposing views in historiography regarding Nicholas’s reign. One tends to
describe his reign as an “apogee of autocracy” or an extremely conservative period. This
label, originally invented by historian Alexander Presnyakov, became the persuasive idea in
Soviet historiography. > The other view presented in some accounts left by Nicholas’s
contemporaries defines his reign as “the epoch of reforms”. ® Richard Wortman has argued
that in this reign the base for the Great Reforms was created.” With my thesis | will made
my point about all this contradiction on the example of this particular representation of

power.

Secondly, in that time, in the second quarter of the nineteenth century, the repertoire of
political ideas was significantly broadened since the beginning of the century. Traditional
ideas about the sacred czardom in Russia were confronted with the influx of the Western
ideas of legitimacy and the supremacy of law. These new ideas were very popular among
the highest officials who were connected with the creation of proclamations. Also it was

time when the concept of nationality became an essential part of official propaganda in the

SAlexander Presnyakov, Apogey samodergaviya [The apogee of the autocracy], (Leningrad: Brokgauza-
Efrona, 1925).

Pyotr Zaionchkovsky, Pravitelstvenny apparat samoderjavnoy Rossii [The governmental structure of the
autocratic Russia], (Moskva: Mysl’, 1970), 128.

"Richard Wortman, The Development of a Russian Legal Consciousness, (Chicago: University of Chicago
Press, 2011), 89-197.
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Russian Empire. 8 At the same time the regime paid a lot of attention to the control of public
opinion and censoring the ideological landscape. Therefore the authorities had a variety of

ideas to implement in their official appeals.

There is another important point of my text - the authorship of proclamations. In the second
quarter of the nineteenth century there was no unified procedure of the production of the
texts of proclamations. In several cases the emperor made a substantial contribution to their
creation, for example, Nicholas himself created the draft of the manifesto on the accession
on the throne. Moreover, the emperor wrote the text of the first proclamation himself and
created the draft of the second on the events of Hungary. The primary source of knowledge
is information about this process is the diary of Baron Modest Korf who kept recorded a
detailed description of creating the text of these appeals.® In addition, archival evidence
suggests, one of the most eminent statesman, Mikhail Speransky was in charge of creation
of several texts, for example about the codification of the laws.’® The Ministry of the
Imperial Court appointed Dmitriy Bludov, one of the highest officials, to write several
manifestos.!! Some texts were created by unknown bureaucrats. To this data, the
information about the creation of the texts in this time remains ambiguous. Despite the
uncertainty surrounding the degree of the tsar’s involvement in the creation of the

proclamations, many scholars point out that this period was defined to a great extent by the

8 Nicholas V. Ryasanovsky, Nicholas | and official nationality in Russia, 1825-1855. (Berkeley, University of
California Press, 1959.); Richard S. Wortman “National narratives in the representation of nineteenth-century
Russian monarchy” in Extending the borders of Russian history. (Budapest ; New York : Central European
University Press, 2003.)

® Modest Korf. Iz zapisok barona (vposledstvii grafa) M.A.Korfa [from the notes of Baron (later count)
M.A.Korf ], Russkaya starina(3), 1900, 545-567. ; Modest Korf. Iz zapisok barona (vposledstvii grafa)
M.A.Korfa [from the notes of baron (later count) M.A.Korf ], Russkaya starina(4), 1900, 27-50.

1%Proekty manifesta o svode zakonov s sobstvennoruchnyi popravkami Speranskogo | ego chernovye bumagi ,
otnosyaschiesyaa k etomu proektu(Projects of the proclamations on the code of laws with Speransky’s
corrections and drafts connected with this case). 1833. (Papers of Speransky). Case. 1 File.154. Case.11.
File.1. Russian State Historical Archive.

110 vozlozhenii na D.N.Bludova sostavlentiya vysochayshih manifestov: po povodu brakosochetaniya
velikikh knyazhon Olgi Nikolaevny i Ekateriny Mikhailovny, sovershennletiya velikikh knyazey Konstantina i
Nikolaya Nikolayevichey I reskripta na imya kn.P.M.Volkonskogo. 1851. (Cases and papers of the Chairmen
and Members of the State Council)). Case.11. File.1. Russian State Historical Archive.

4


https://www.worldcat.org/title/nicholas-i-and-official-nationality-in-russia-1825-1855/oclc/407155&referer=brief_results
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personality of the emperor. > He was a person who saw his position as a duty and devoted a
lot of time to the government. The emperor also believed that all state issues were of his
concern and tried to control everything. Therefore, we can suppose that Nicholas | himself
controlled the production of proclamations, as it was an official imperial appeal to all
subject. In my text I will refer to the authors of the texts as “the emperor” or “the
authorities”. But readers should always take into consideration this vagueness of the

authorship.

The structure of my thesis will be as follows. In the first chapter I will speak about the
theoretical approach of my work. The second chapter provides a systematized description of
the proclamations issued in the second quarter of the nineteenth century with some historical
context. The last three chapters are based on the empirical analyses of the proclamations
arranged according to their functions: legitimization of power, governmental functions,
propaganda. In these chapters | will look at the multiple rhetorical strategies that were used
in this type of proclamations. To conclude, | will argue that the manifestos are an example

of the flexibility of the imperial authorities in the second quarter of the nineteenth century.

2William Fuller, Strategy and power in Russia. 1600-1914 (New York : Free Press, 1992), 214.
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Chapter 1. Analyzing the Representation of Power

As | mentioned before, one of the way to look into the phenomenon of imperial power is
through the example of its representation. My thesis is devoted to the representation of the
Romanov monarchy.*® The most canonical and comprehensive analysis of the representation
of power in the Russian Empire is Richard Wortman’s ‘Scenarios of Power: Myth and
Ceremony of the Russian Monarchy’. This monograph researches the ways Russian
emperors of the Romanov dynasty were represented through different media: ceremonies,

architecture etc. As this book is crucial for my project, | will evaluate it more thoroughly.

The key notion in Wortman's book is what he calls the "Scenario of power", which means
“the particular realization of the governing myth” that was used by all Russian emperors.
According to Wortman, a scenario appears in the beginning of each reign as something
homogenous and unchangeable. It goes through several stages, but its essence stays the
same, at the end of each reign it goes through crisis. Each scenario affects multiple areas of
the emperor’s life as official ceremonies, court balls, private life, and the most important
decisions of the monarch’s domestic and international affairs. It is worth mentioning that to
deal with representation, this American scholar chose an especially archaic historiographical
model. The narration is divided into periods according to the dates of reigns that seem rather

an artificial division.

| would like to point out that the notion of “scenarios of power” is quite ambivalent. On the

one hand, it allows Wortman to link together isolated events in politics, and court life. On

13 | acknowledged of the works on representation of power, such as Ernst H. Kantorowicz ,The King's Two
Bodies:A Study in Mediaeval Political Theology , (Princeton, New Jersey : Princeton University Press, 1957),
but here I would like to focus on the books which are closer in their approach to my thesis.
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the other hand, it puts substantial constraints on research. According to Wortman, the
“scenario of power” was a program created by each monarch and every successive emperor
followed this program without question when he/she issued a proclamation or organized a
ball. Still, a reader may wonder to what extent the definition of the scenario chosen by
Wortman is applicable to the whole dynastic chain. The argument that Peter | broke with the
previous traditions of monarchical representation is hard to dispute (although several
scholars argue for the continuity of his reign from that of his father’s, Alexey Mihailovitch)
Also it is quite obvious that Alexander III stressed aspects of nationality in his “scenario of
power,” which were not present to the same extent in earlier rulers. Further still, the idea
that Alexander III’s scenario was centered on love can be questioned. For example, is it
possible to interpret the abolition of serfdom in a different way: a way in which love does
not factor so heavily? In addition, the cruel suppression of Pugachyov’s rebellion is not only

about the mercy of an “enlightened Minerva.”

Besides the vagueness of the notion of “scenario,” Wortman’s analysis also suffers from an
insistence that these “scenarios” can be attributed to such a long time-scale. Wortman
analyzes the “scenarios of power” of emperors from Peter | to the last Romanov, Nicholas
I1. It is worth mentioning that the author describes the scenarios of the czars of the XVIII
century in much shorter length, while providing ample detail about the scenarios of power in
the nineteenth century. Still, so large a scope, in both chronological and topical matters,
makes his narrative a bit perfunctory, especially considering the fact that he includes, almost
haphazardly, not only ceremonies but visual representations, internal affairs and
international relations as well. Some fields are covered, some are not, and the choice of

them leaves much room for questioning.

There is another big issue of ‘Scenarios of power’ is weakly explored question of audience.

He mentions that firstly the scenario was addressed to the imperial court, only later was it
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broadened to include wider strata of people and subjects. During the reign of Nicholas I it
was translated through newspapers and government officials were also included targeted.
The scenario of Nicholas |1, due to technical progress, was addressed to all of the estates of
the Russian Empire (according to Wortman, this expansion of intended audience only
helped to overthrow of the monarchy as all the subjects saw discrepancies in the imperial
image). But the possibility that the audience could have a direct influence on the “scenario”

1s not treated at all. This absence weakens Wortman’s account.

| strongly believe that the question of audience is one of the crucial for exploring the
question of the representation. As Wortman’s book does not provide the example of this I

will look at the approaches applied in the other book.

Another piece of scholarship which is crucial for me is "Splendid monarchy: power and
pageantry in Modern Japan™ by Takeshi Fujitani that explores the representation of power
in the Japanese monarchy in the second half of the nineteenth century, the Meiji
restoration.’* For Fujitani the reception of these representations is crucial and thus, he
devotes his entire third chapter to this question. Since it is difficult to find primary sources
pertaining to reception Fujitani exclaims, “we only need to gauge if only in suggestive
ways, how and to what degree these inventions were received by people.” 1° Still, the author
finds several ways to show how ordinary people reacted to the ceremonies and memory
sites. But he deals not only with primary sources that describe pageantry, but also points out
how the authority created the audience of pageantry. The last approach is crucial for my

research.

In my thesis | will apply several of Wortman ideas taking into consideration his weak points

14 Takashi Fujitani, Splendid monarchy : power and pageantry in modern Japan (Berkeley : University of
California Press, 1996).

15 Fujitani, Splendid monarchy, 201.


https://www.worldcat.org/search?q=au%3AFujitani%2C+Takashi.&qt=hot_author
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and trying to implement the construction of audience from Fujitani’s book. First of all, I
argue the fact that the representation of power was of special importance for the Romanov
dynasty partly because of its opulence which was important way to establish its power. Also
as Wortman believes, | also try to find some general program in the Nicholas I
proclamations. What is more, | take as an example of representation of power the
manifestos which he used in his research too. Nevertheless, | pay attention to the varieties in
the scenario of Nicholas I. In addition, | will research only one way of representation: the
imperial proclamations, official addresses of the emperor. We can note that it is an
exceptional way of representation. It is not a visual type of representation as some pieces of
art or ceremony that were explored in the pieces of scholarship above, but it is a textual one.
Therefore | need a more explicit approach to derive the contemporary political ideas from
the texts. It is worth noticing that even in new works Wortman does not provide a
theoretical approach, for this | will take the ideas of the Cambridge School of political

history and intellectual history.

A true manifesto for this school was an article by Quentin Skinner, "Meaning and
Understanding in the History of Ideas."*® Skinner’s key hypothesis is avoiding two extremes
which were typical for the contemporary research on political thought. He insists that for the
coherent analyses we need to put into consideration both the text itself and the context in
which it was created. In my research | am also planning to do these with the proclamations.
To see what political ideas were applied | am planning to describe the situation around
them. Also | think that it could be important to pay attention to the text themselves. Also the
authors of the Cambridge school state that for the history of ideas it is necessary to study not
the most canonical texts to understand the history of ideas but also other texts from this

period. In my research of political ideas | will also look not at big pieces of writing but at

16 Quentin Skinner, "Meaning and Understanding in the History of Ideas”, History and Theory 8 (1), 3-53
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the other texts of the time period.

The third important point considering approach is that all these ideas were expressed with
language. We can see that there are two works that show the examples of the analyses the
language of proclamations. The first one is Michele Viize who wrote the article, “Filaret
Drozdov and the language of official proclamations in nineteenth century Russia.” 1’ Her
main argument is that nobody understood the proclamation on the abolition of serfdom as its
language was completely unintelligible for peasants. To understand this event she looked
into the tradition of the manifestos of the nineteenth century. She notes that in the
proclamation on the accession to the throne the authorities omitted the notion of
sentimentalism as Nicholas I did not want to represent himself with the use of feelings. The
second document under analysis is the text devoted to the peasant rebellion; Viize notes the
similarities between its structure and various military decrees. The third remarkable point in
her text is that in the proclamation on the cholera riot to a huge extent uses the church
rhetoric. The main weak point of this research is that her article is based on three manifestos
issued for exceptional reasons. | argue that there were a majority of other proclamations that

influence much more the linguistic tradition of the imperial representation of power.

The article by Constantin Solovyev, “Semantics of the state power of the Imperial
proclamations” analyses the frequency of use of the word-combination in seven manifestos
from the nineteenth-twentieth century.!® Solovyev’s conclusions are quite controversial. He
argues that the notion of law started to be important in the end of the nineteenth century.
This argument is wrong as the importance of this notion appears at least in the manifestos
issued under Catherine the Great. Therefore in my research | will pay more attention not to

the exceptional, but also to “regular” proclamations.

17 Viize, “Filaret Drozdov and the language of official proclamations in nineteenth century Russia.”

18K onstantin Solovyev.” Semantika legitimnosti gosudarstvennoy vlasti v tekstash Vysochayshih Manifestov
v XIX —nach. XX veka.

10
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To summarize the chapter, I will look at the proclamations of Nicholas I’s reign as a

linguistic construction of ideas of this time which were a crucial way of establishing the

imperial power.

11
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Chapter 2. The Content of Proclamations and the Historical Context of the Reign of
Nicholas I.

The aim of this chapter is two-fold. Firstly, I will provide a brief general description of
proclamations as the next three chapters will be devoted to the textual analysis of these
imperial appeals. Secondly, this chapter provides a reader with a historical context as the
description of proclamations also narrates about almost all events in the reign of Nicholas I.
Thus I will show what kind of information the authorities believed to be worthy to spread
with the imperial appeals, with special attention to the most remarkable lacunae in the
description of the contemporary political situation in this type of imperial representation of

the second quarter of the nineteenth century.
Proclamation as the part of the ceremony

Out of many proclamations issued under Nicholas I, three were extremely important
because they symbolically confirmed his right to rule the Russian Empire. Nicholas’s first
proclamation described in the Introduction shows the significance of the manifesto which
announced the accession of the new emperor on the throne. ° Also, the authorities issued
two proclamations on the subject of the coronation. The first announced that the coronation
would happen in two months (it was issued in the April and the coronation occurred in

June). The second one spoke out various mercies because of the coronation. 2
Proclamations on the events in the Romanov family

The biggest group of consists of forty five proclamations devoted to the events in the royal

family. First | will provide the overview of the people who were part of the imperial family.

190 voschestvii na prestol gosudarya imperatora Nikolaya Pavlovitcha [On the accession to the throne His
Majesty Nicholas I]”, FCL 1 (1825), 1.

20¢On the sacred and coronation His Imperial Majesty to be in the month of June FCL 540 (1826), 896; O
sovershenii svyaschennogo koronovaniya Ego Imeratorskogo Velichestva i o darovannyh po semu sluchayu
milostyah I oblegcheniyah [On the accomplishment sacred coronation of His Royal Highness and on the
granted on this case acts of mercies and facilitations FCL]”, FCL 540 (1826), 896.

12
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Nicholas was the third son of the Emperor Paul | and Empress Maria Fyodorovna. The latter
was alive when Nicholas accessed the throne.?* His older brother Constantine and younger
brother Mikhail were also recognized by law as the part of the Romanov family. Being a
Grand Duke, in 1817 Nicholas married Princess Charlotte of Prussia who converted to
Orthodoxy and took the name of Alexandra Fyodorovna. > The marriage was successful
both in dynastic and personal aspects. Nicholas and his wife were very attached to each
other. The empress gave birth to seven children, including four boys: Alexander, Nicholas,
Constantine, Mikhail. Therefore the Romanov dynasty could feel safe for keeping the

throne in the nearest future.

Overall, there were between twenty and thirty persons in 1825-1855 in the imperial family
of the Romanov. Almost every year someone was born, died or changed their matrimonial
status. The imperial proclamations announced events in all these families. They were issued
on birthdays, engagements, weddings, and the coming of age or death of someone in the
royal family. Manifestos issued on the occasion of birth or funeral, engagement or wedding
look very similar, their text did not vary much. Since the proclamations on events in the
imperial family were issued almost every year and the subjects regularly learnt about new
events in the imperial family, it was a salient portion of representation of power in the

proclamations.
International affairs

During reign of Nicholas I, the proclamations announced several important conflicts in
international relations. The authorities did not consider events of the war on the Caucasus

and expansion in Central Asia as a sufficient reason to make public announcements. It

210n the personal life of the emperor look: Schilder, Nicholas I, 111-199; Bruce W. Lincoln, Nicholas I,
emperor and autocrat of all the Russians, (Bloomington : Indiana University Press, 1978)6 65-72.

22Bruce W. Lincoln, The Romanovs: autocrats of whole Russia (New York : Dial Press, 1981), 219.

13


https://www.worldcat.org/title/nicholas-i-emperor-and-autocrat-of-all-the-russias/oclc/3415326&referer=brief_results
https://www.worldcat.org/title/nicholas-i-emperor-and-autocrat-of-all-the-russias/oclc/3415326&referer=brief_results
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seems that for the emperor the international politics towards the West was an important part

of the representation whereas the Eastern borders were not a crucial part of Russian image.

Several manifestos described the relationships with Persia and the Ottoman Porte. The first
proclamation,”On the end of the war with Persia and of making a peace treaty between
Russia and Persia”, announced the end of the military operations. 23 It is worth mentioning
that on the beginning of the war the authorities issued not a proclamation but a declaration.
Two manifestos, “On the opening the war with the Ottoman Porte” and “On the treaty of the
eternal peace made with the Turkish empire’, were issued in the connection to the Russian-

Turkish war.2*

In 1848, revolutions occurred throughout Western Europe, including France and different
parts of the Austro-Hungarian monarchy. The Russian authorities reacted to the Hungarian
revolution in 1848 with a proclamation “On the events in the Western Europe.” 2° Nicholas |
helped the Austro-Hungarian emperor, Franz-Joseph |, to suppress the rebels in Hungary,
and the manifesto announced the invasion of the Russian troops.?® After the troops led by
General Paskevitch defeated the revolutionaries and reestablished the Austrian rule, another
text spoke out the victorious end of the war. 2’ The proclamations on this subject show the
belief in the principles of the royal sovereignty as unshakable and the revolutions as a great

danger.?

23 “Ob okonchanii s Periyu voyny i zaklucheniyu mejdu Rossiey n Persiey mira[On the end of the war with
Persia and of making a peace treaty between Russia and Persia]’FCL 1887(1828), 271-272.

24 Ob otkrytii voyny s Ottmanskoyu Portoy[On the opening the war with the Ottoman Porte”], FCL1947,
(1828), 383-384; O tractate vechnogo mira, zaklichyonnogo s Tureckoy imperiey[On the treaty of the eternal
peace made with the Turkish empire]’, FCL3165,(1829), 658.

%5 O sobytiyah v Zapadnoy Evrope “On the events in the Western Europe”, FCL 22087 1(848), 187-188.

26 O dvizhenii voisk nashih dlya sodeistviya Imperatoru Avstriyskomu dlya potusheniya myateja v Vengriin |
Transilvanii [On the movement of our army to the aid of the Emperor of Austria to suppression of mutiny in
Hungary and Transilvania], FCL 23200 (1848), 235-236.

27O blagopoluchnom okonchanii voyny v Vengrii [On the successful ending of the war in Hungary],
FCL23458 (1849), 20-21.

ZAlexander Nifontov, Rossiya v 1848 godu [Russia in 1848] ,M., 1949; lan W. Roberts, Nicholas | and the
Russian intervention to Hungary (Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire : Macmillan, 1991).

14
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In 1850 the Russian Empire was in the heyday of its glory. The Polish uprising was
suppressed, the old order was reestablished in Central Europe, and the Russian army seemed
invincible. 2° The situation changed completely during the last war in the reign of Nicholas
I, the Crimean War. *° It was a military conflict in 1853-1856 when the Russian Empire
fought against France, the Ottoman Empire, and the British Empire. The main battlefield
was the Crimean Peninsula, but confrontations also took place in Eastern Anatolia, the

Caucasus, the Baltic Sea, the White Sea and the Pacific Ocean.

The Crimean War was a true challenge for the autocracy during Nicholas I's reign. It is
remarkable that in this time the authorities made several appeals to the subjects. Three of
them traditionally announced the beginning of the war and the involvement of new
participants: “On the movement of the Russian armies to the Danube principalities”, “On
the war with the Ottoman Porte” and “On the war with England and France.” 3 It is
interesting that in the last stage of the war which was a true disaster for the Russian Empire,
two extraordinary proclamations, “On the appeal to Russia on the occasion of the current
war” and “On the vocation to state militia” were issued.®? In this time it was quite evident
that several uncertainties undermined both internal politics and international relations. The
Czar believed that Austria would be an ally to Russia but it turned out the other way around.
The army and infrastructure were both underdeveloped to encounter rivals like England or

France.

2Barbara Jelavich, St. Petersburg and Moscow : Tsarist and Soviet foreign policy, 1814-1974, (Bloomington :
Indiana University Press, 1974), 112.

30 On that subject, Evgeniy Tarle, Krymskaya voyna [The Crimean war],
http://militera.lib.ru/h/tarle3/index.html (acessed on 01.06.2015).

31 “Q dvizhenii russkikh armii v Dunayskie kjajestva[On the movement of the Russian armies to the Danube
principalities]”, FCL27334 (1853), 286-287; “O voyne s Ottomanskoy Portoy [On the war with the Ottoman
Porte]”, FCL 27628 (1853), 490-491; “O voyne s Angliey i Franciey [On the war with England and France]”,
FCL28150 (1854), 416-417.

3240 vozvanii k Rossii po sluchayu nastoyashey voyny[On the appeal to Russia on the occasion of the current
war]”, FCL 28824 (1854), 521-522., “O prizvanii k gosudarstvennomu opocheniyu [On the vocation to state
militia]”, FCL28991 (1855),84-85.
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To conclude, on the one hand it is notable how the authorities announced the beginning and
the end of the war as customary; on the other hand, the examples show that they also used

this appeal in the case of emergency.
The uprisings in the Russian Empire

Nicholas I issued the proclamations on several social insurrections. It is remarkable that the
authorities issued the manifestos on this subject only in the beginning in the reign. They did

not want to make the fact of any uprising public after the Polish rebellion in 1831.

The first gone, the Decembrist uprising, as | mentioned before, took place during the
interregnum. One of the first manifestos issued in the reign of Nicholas I, “On the mutiny
that happened in Saint-Petersburg on 14 December”, announced the events. 3>  This
rebellion was a challenge for the autocracy and the authorities suppressed it as fast as
possible. The investigations and a consequent trial took place under the supervision of the
emperor, and the second proclamation on this event informed “On the establishment of the
Supreme Criminal Court for conviction of the criminals revealed on 14 December of passed
1825 year.” ** Five rebels were sentenced to capital punishment, many were sent into exile
to Siberia, and the third proclamation spoke on “The accomplishment of the sentence of the

State Criminals.” %

33«0 proizoshedshem bunte v Sankt-Peterburge 14 dekabrya [On the mutiny that happened in Saint-Petersburg
on 14 December]”, FCL 6, (1825), 6-7.

34 «Ob uchrejdenii Verhovnogo ugolovnogo suda dlya sujdeniya zloumyshlennikov, otkryshikhsya 14
Dekabrya 1825 goda [On the establishment of the Supreme Criminal Court for conviction of the criminals
revealed on 14 December of passed 1825 year]”, FCL 381 (1826),514-515.

350 sovershenii prigovora nad gosudarstvennymi prestupnikami [The accomplishment of the sentence of the
State Criminals]”, FCL465 (1825), 772-773.

The historiography on the Decembrist uprising is one of the most abundant in the Russian historiography.
There several works on this subjects. Marc Raeff, The Decembrist movement, (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.:
Prentice-Hall, 1966).; Anatole Gregory Mazour , The first Russian revolution, 1825 : the Decembrist
movement : its origins, development, and significance (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press,1961); Vera
Bokova, Epokha taynykh obschestv. Russkiye obschestvennye ob edineniya pervoy treti XIX veka [The era of
secret societies. Russian public in the first third of the nineteenthe century], (Moskva : Realii-press, 2003).;
Militsa Nechkina, Dekabristy [The Decembrists] (Moskva: Nauka, 1975).
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A type of revolts in this time was connected with social instability, for example, peasants’
uprisings and cholera riots. All in all, about five hundred peasant rebellions took place in the
second quarter of the nineteenth century.®® Only once the authorities responded with a
manifesto. ** Some of the most serious cases of social unrest under Nicholas I, the cholera
riots, happened in 1830-1831 in many cities and villages and the authorities reacted with a
proclamation on this subject.’®. They took place in Nizhniy Novgorod, in military
settlements in Staraya Russa, Sevastopol. The reasons for the rebellions were the quarantine
measures imposed by the authorities as the subjects believed that the doctors intended to
infect them. All the insurrections, “peasants’ and ““cholera uprisings” were suppressed alike

by the military. *°
The proclamation on the internal politics

There were two groups of proclamations regarding the internal politics. The first one
announced the regular duty of recruit levy, the second spoke about the social, governmental,

financial reforms.

The authorities regularly announced the recruit levy. The proclamations on this subject were
one of the most numerous of all: there were 31 proclamations of them in all. Usually the
authorities issued a proclamation announcing a new recruitment per year with a few
exceptions: there was no manifesto in 1826, there were two in 1829, 1833, 1849 and four in

1854. An analysis of these proclamations reveals that if it was addressed to some particular

%Morgan Rachmatullin, Krestyanskoye dvizhenie v velikorusskih gubeniyakh in 1825 -1855[The peasant
movement in Central Russian provinces 1825 -1855] (Moskva: Nauka, 1991), 57.

370 voznikshem v imperii nepovinovenii krestyan” [On the emerged disobedience of the peasants in the
provinces]”, FCL 330 (1826), 455.

38«0 smyatenii byvshem v nekotorakh guberniyah i Peterburge [On the disarray taken place in Saint
Petersburg and certain provinces on the case of spread out ridiculous rumors on the imaginary reasons of
cholera] “,FCL 4746 (1831),741-743.

39 On cholera in Russia see further: Charlotte E. Henze, Disease, Health Care and Government in Late
Imperial Russia: Life and Death on the Volga, 1823-1914, (Abingdon, Oxon ; New York, NY : Routledge,
2011),12-20.
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district or a class of subjects (social or national), a special decree was issued. *°

During the reign of Nicholas | certain changes in the social order took place, and three
proclamations announced these. One told everyone about the order of nobility assemblies,
the title of other were “On the establishment of the new estate of honored citizens” and “On
the order of obtaining the nobility with service.” 4

One of crucial issues of social politics was serfdom. Nicholas | himself did not approve of it
but believed that its abolishment would cause greater problems. Still, several important
improvements have been implemented to make better the position of the serf population.
First of all, the reform by Count Kiselyov towards the state peasants was accomplished.
There were few important components of this reform: a new Ministry of State Property was
created, corvée was abolished, and certain questions were now possible to be solved within
their communities.*? Although the issues connected with serfdom were the primal concern
and the existence of several Secret Committees on this issue confirms it, there was no

proclamation on this subject. Therefore we can conclude it was considered to lie outside the

political discourse entirely.

There were important changes in the government. One of the most important proclamations

was issued in the day of coronation, 22 August 1826, and entitled “On the order of

40 On the question of levies see further: Frederick Kagan, The military reforms of Nicholas I. The origins of the
modern Russian army. (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1999); Elise Kimerling Wirtschafter, From serf to
Russian soldier, (Princeton, N.J. : Princeton University Press), 1990.

41 «Q poryadke dvoryanskikh sobraniy, vyborov i slujby po onoy[On the order of the noble assemblies, their
elections and service]”, FCL 4989( 1831), 239-241;”Ob ustanovleniya novogo sosloviya pod nazvaniem
pochyotnyh grajdan “On the establishment of the new estate of honored citizens”, FCL 5284 (1833), 193-194,
“O poryadke priobreteniya dvoryanstva slujboy[On the order of obtaining the nobility with service]”, FCL
19086(1845), 450-452.

“2Nikolay Druzhinin, Gosudarstvennye krest’ane I reforma P.D.Kiselyova [State peasants and reform of P.D.
Kiselyov] , (Moscow-Leningrad: Nauka, 1958).
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inheritance of Russian throne and on guardianship and patronage in case of disease of the

Sovereign emperor until coming to the full age of the heir.” *

One of the most significant and unquestionable accomplishments of Nicholas I’s reign was
the codification of the laws as the previous systematic law code was issued two centuries
before, in 1649. Two manifestos announced the accomplishment of codification of the laws.
Mikhail Speransky, one of the most eminent officials of the first half of the nineteenth
century was appointed the Head of the Second Section of the Imperial Chancellery. The
process of collecting and systemizing the laws started in 1826 and finished in 1833. Once
complete, the full collection of the laws was issued and later the code was published. The
laws about several special subjects were excluded from this list and were issued separately,

as it happened with military statutes. 4

Another aspect of the internal politics covered with proclamations was finances. The
Ministry of Finance led by Count Egor Kankin implemented a number of reforms: they
introduced new protectoral tariffs and improved the accounting system of the state.
Nevertheless, the proclamations announced only innovations connected with the
introduction of new bank papers and issue of the new silver ruble. Again, this example
sheds light on what the imperial authorities decided to announce to the whole country and

what was kept out of discussion completely. +°

43¢0 poryadke naslediya rossiyskogo prestila I ob opeke pravitelstva na sluchay konchiny gosudarya
imperatora bi do zaksovershennoletiya zakonnogo naslednika [On the order of inheritance of Russian throne
and on guardianship and patronage in case of disease of the Sovereign emperor until coming to the full age of
the heir] “, FCL (537) (1826), 890-891.

4Marc Raeff, Mikhail Speransky: statesman of Imperial Russia,1772-1839 (Westpost: Hyperion Press, 1979),
322-346.

450b uchrezhdenii na vremya biletov gosudarsvennogo kaznacheistva summoyu na 30 millionov rubley
assignathiyami [On the establishment temporally the banknotes of state treasury for 30 million], FCL (4704),
1831, 679; O vypuske biletov gosudarsvennogo kaznacheistva summoyu na 30 millionov rubley
assignathiyami [On the issue the banknotes of state treasury for 40 million]”, FCL(6706), 33; “Ob usroystve
denejnoy sistemy[On the arrangement of monetary system]”, FCL12497(1839), 697; O vypuske v narodnoe
obraschenie kreditnyh biletov na 30 millionov rubley[On the issue to people’s circulation for 30 million],
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Politics on the imperial borderlands

Connection with its peripheries is a crucial part of politics for any empire, and it has found
symbolic representation in the proclamations issued in Tsarist Russia. Six proclamations
were issued on the innovations in Poland and Finland, territories of the special status in the
Russian Empire. The diversity of subjects could be seen just with a glance on the titles: “On
the exile to the Siberian provinces to mountain factories Finnish criminals, qualified under
them for capital punishment but mercifully released from it”, “On the division of the Great
Principality of Finland to eight provinces’, "Collecting duties and requisitions to registered
in Finland to trade, industrial or working class, foreigners and Russian citizens", "On the
usage in the Kingdom of Poland scales and measures used in Russia”, "On the permission to

the Polish bank to give loans to the owners the private territorial estates."4°

Other important proclamations on the events in the Kingdom of Poland were issued because
of the November uprising that started in 1830-1831. As the rebels dethroned Nicholas | as
king of Poland and turned against him, the imperial authorities replied to this mutiny with
the proclamation “On the uprising that happened in the Polish Kingdom.” #’ The rebellion
was soon suppressed by the Russian troops and General Paskevitch who was in charge of

them was established as governor of this part. Two manifestos followed these events: “On

FCL14700 (1840) 683;0n the subject see more: Walter Pintner , Russian Economic Policy under Nicholas |
(Cornell University Press, Ithaca New York, 1967).

4 «O ssylke v Sibirskie gubernii na raboty v gornue zavody Finlandskih prestupnikov, podpavshim po
zakonam onago smarnay kaznim, no ot nee vsemilosteveyshe osvobojdyonnogo [On the exile to the Siberian
provinces to mountain factories Finnish criminals, qualified under them for capital punishment but mercifully
released from it]” FCL 279 ( 1826), 468, 383;” O razdelenii kniazhestva Finlyadskogo na vosem’ provinciy
[On the division of the Great Principality of Finland to eight provinces”], FCL 4448 (1831), 263-265; “O
vzimanii poshlin i poborov s pripisyvauscshihsya v Finlyadii k torgovomu, promyshlennomu ili rabochemu
klasse, inostanntsev i Rossiyskih podaannyh [Collecting duties and requisitions to registered in Finland to
trade, industrial or working class, foreigners and Russian citizens]”, FCL 11182 (1838), 361-364;"0Ob
upotreblenii v Tsarstve Pol’skom vesov I mer, upotreblyaemyh v Rossii [On the usage in the Kingdom of
Poland scales and measures used in Russia]" FCL 21907 (1848), 53;” O dozvolenii Banku Pol’skomu vydavat’
v;adeltsam chastnyh zemskih imeniy ssudy [On the permission to the Polish bank to give loans to the owners
the private territorial estates], FCL19152 (1845), 450-451.

47«0 vozmuschenii, prozoshedshen v Varshave [On the uprising that happened in Warsaw]”, FCL 4183
(1830), 468.
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the entry of the Russian army into the Kingdom of Poland for pacification of rebels” and

“On the cession of military operations in the Kingdom of Poland.””*

Even with this short list it is possible to see how diverse were the reasons to issue
proclamations, from the revolution in Hungary to the recruit levy. How exactly the imperial

authorities used this instrument will be described in detail in the next three chapters.

8 O vstuplenii deystvueshey armii v predely Tsarstva Polskogo dlya usmireniya myatezhnikov“On the entry
of the Russian army into the Kingdom of Poland for pacification of rebels” FCL 4285 (1830),54-55; O
prekraschenii voennyh deysviy v Tsarstve Pol’skom [On the cession of military operations in the Kingdom of
Poland]”, FCL 4850 (1831), 41-42.
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Chapter 3. The Functions of Proclamations: Legitimization of the Imperial Power

| argue that there are several functions of the proclamations. One of the most important is
the legitimization of the imperial rule. Through the proclamations the Russian autocracy
constantly reestablished its undisputable right to rule. It could be seen both through some
key images in the texts of some manifestos. There are several modes of justification that

could be seen in almost all proclamations.

The first one is the connection of the emperor with the divine power. One of the strongest
points of this link in the proclamations was inherited by Nicholas | as traditionally all
official appeals started with the heading “by the divine grace the emperor” (Bozhey
milost’u imperator). For the reign of the Nicholas I this type of justification was even more
important. Viise points out that in the proclamation of accession — the very first
announcement of each reign - the most important source of legitimization of the imperial
power is the reference to divine power, suggesting that imperial power cannot be challenged
by human force.*® It was an important part of the Nicholas’s accession. It could be seen very
clearly in the first proclamation on the coronation, “On the holy anointing and the
coronation His Imperial Majesty that are to accomplish in the month of June.” The text of
proclamation is telling and short, therefore 1 will quote it entirely:

“Since the accession to our ancestral throne, taking the burden imposed on us by God and

looking for help and strengthening in his almighty power and mercy we decided on the

9 Viise, Filaret Drozdov and the language of official proclamations in nineteenth century Russia”, 562.

50 “O6baBnseM BCeM BEpHBIM HAIIUM HOAaHHBIM. C BOCLIECTBMEM Ha IIPECTON HAI MPAPOAMTENLCKUIA,
BocTpusiB Opems, oT bora Ha Hac HallO’)keHHOE W BO BCEMOIIHOM €ro CHiie W MIJIOCEPAHNU WIa ITOMOIIHA H
VKPCIUICHUS, TIOJIOKWIH MBI 10 MpHMEpy OJaro4yecTUBBIX MPEAKOB HANIMX HPUHATH CBSIICHHOE
MHPOTIOMa3aHKUe U BO3JIOKUTH Ha ceOs KOPOHY, NPUOOIUB cemy CBSAIICHHOMY JACHCTBHIO M cynpyry Hamry
Anexcanapy ®enoposny. Ilpensos3semiass 0 ceM MNPOUCHIECTBHM, HUMEIOHNIEM € MNOMOUIbI0 boxbei
coBepuuthes B [IpectonsHom Hamewm rpage Mockse cero 1826 rona B vioHe Mecslie Mbl ITPU3bIBAEM BEPHBIX
HalINX MOJJIAHHBIX COSTMHUTH MOJIOBI K BCEBBINITHEMY, Aa Omaroaath ero CBsTasi CO CBSIIIEHHBIM CHM €JIeeM
nsnetorcs Ha Hac u Ha [lapcTBe Hamre, na Oynet meilicTBre cue 3HAMEHHEM U 3aJlorocTu Oaroct Ero k Ham U
Ha4YaTHIO JIIOOBH, COJCHHHUSIONICH HAC C BEPHBIMH HANIUMH TOJJIAHHBIMH, KOMUX CYACThe MBI NMPHU3HAEM
€IVHCTBEHHON LU0 HalmMX Mblcaeil. VcrnonHeHueM KenaHul, HarpaJodl TpyJdOB, BEPXOBHOM Halel
00SI3aHHOCTHIO TSl TapcTBa mapctByrommx” see “O  sovershenii  svyaschennogo Kkoronovaniya Ego
Imeratorskogo Velichestva i o darovannyh po semu sluchayu milostyah I oblegcheniyah”, 898.
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example our pious ancestors to take the holy anointing and to take the crown, joining to this
Holy Action our spouse Alexandra Fyodorovna. Announcing about this event, that is about
to happen in the capital city Moscow this 1826 year we summon our loyal subjects to join
our prayers to the Most High, may his grace with Holy anoint vent on Us! May this action
be a sign and pledge of his clemency towards us and the beginning of love which connects
us with our loyal subjects. Their happiness we recognize as the only aim of our thoughts.
The accomplishments of the wishes, the award for the labors, our superior obligations for

the Tsardom of reigning.”

The main idea of this text is connected with divine authorities in all possible means.
The figure of the emperor and his spouse are represented in close connection with God. The
role of subjects is also within their church obligations. The reason of issue itself is
connected with church sacraments, as anointment or wedding. To conclude, we can see that
the idea of sacred kingdom was of crucial importance in the imperial representation and

could be meant for various groups.

The close link between God and Czar influenced the representation of the nature of
the emperor himself. The oldest part of the ideology about the Czar is the idea of sacred
czardom. Russia inherited from Byzantium the idea of the sacred person of the emperor, but,
as Boris Uspensky argues, in Muscovy and in the Russian Empire the position of Czar was
even higher as there was no patriarch, the emperor was the head of the church too. The
reason for this shift was that the patriarchate ceased to exist, the Holy Synod was
established and the emperor was the highest embodiment of divine power and will. He was,
according to Uspensky again, the head of church and Lord’s anointed.®® As historian

Michael Chernyavsky pointed out, in Russia there was no distinction between the political

S1Boris Uspensky, Car'i patriarch : charizma viasti v Rossii : vizantijskaja model' i ee russkoe pereosmyslenie
[Czar i patriarch.Charisma vlasti: the Byzantium model and its Russian reconsidearation](Moskva : Jazyki
russkoj kul'tury, 1998), 56.
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body of the emperor and his physical one. %> | believe that this part of imperial
representation was a crucial one. Secondly, the imperator himself possesses special features.
However, when we look at the very texts of the proclamations, it is possible to notice that
the texts still pay a lot of attention to present these events as connected with the divine grace

where possible.

Not only the emperor himself but the whole his family is strongly linked with God.
Important theme of “family proclamations” is God’s blessing to the imperial family on
birth, maturation, and death. A new child is always a sign of grace exercised on the
emperor’s house: “this addition of the imperial house we accept as a sign of grace of the
most High.” ® Blessings of the same sort were bestowed on the imperial heirs when they
became of age: “With reverential gratitude to the Providence, keeping Him [the Heir], we
see this event as sign of present Celestial benefactions and a pledge of future ones.”®* The
memory of deceased Maria Fyodorovna is likewise referred to as “holy”( svyashchennyi).®
Also the imperial family is connected with God through the church. The role of church is
highlighted in different ways. Because of manifestos the audience always learns about the
church where a wedding ceremony takes place. The proclamations about the engagement of
grand dukes always contain information about the baptism of a bride. The text that was
issued on the wedding of Konstatin Nicholaevich, highlights the holy patron of the day,

Alexander Nevsky, thus the connection between the newly-wed and the saint is highlighted.

2Michael Chernyavsky, Tsar and people; studies in Russian myths, (New Haven, Yale University Press,
1961),89-95.

% “Takoe HalIEro WMIEPATOPCKOTO JOMa IIPHPAIICHHE IIPHEMIIEM Mbl HOBBIM 3HAKOM OJIAroJaTH
BeceBbimHero”. This sentence was was used for example in “O razreschenii ot bremeni eya imperatorskogo
vysochestva Velikoy knyagini Aleksandry losifovny docher’u [On the delivery of Her Imperial Highness
Great Duchess Alexandra losifovna with a daughter],FCL 23896 (1850), 100.

% «C 6naroroselinoil mpusHaTeabHOCTHIO K [IpoBuenuto, Ero xpausimemy, B3upas Ha cue cOOBITHE KaK Ha
3HaMeHHE HeOCCHBIX OJIaroJIessHui HacTosIuX U 3anor oyaymux” see“O sovershenoletii Ego Imperatorskogo
Vysochestva Tsesarevitcha, Naslednika | Velikogo Knyazya Aleksandra Nikolaevitcha [On the becoming of
age His Majesty Heir Tseravetch and Gtand Duke Alexandr Nicholaevitch], FCL7019 , (1834), 318.

55 Ob uchrezhdenii dlya litz jenskogo pola znaka otlichiya besporochnoy sluzhby [On the establishment for
women the order of blameless service], FCL 2511 (1828), 1136.
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These two ideas - of divine power and of special character of the emperor - could be

understood by all groups of population.

In the second quarter of the nineteenth century we can find more modern ideas which were
also used to legitimize the imperial rule. The first of them is the importance of the laws at
the core of the empire. Although quite a common view in the historiography on the Russian
Empire is on the territory ruled by the will of the emperor and not by the law it could be
seen that the legal basis was a crucial part of imperial representation in the Nicholaevan
reign. In the proclamation on the accession of the throne we can see that “keeping the laws”
(podderzhanie zakonov) was one of the agenda of the future reign. °® In the text, issued on
the response to the Decembrist uprising the rebels are “refractory people dared to withstand

57 and other “Russian people, always loyal to its czar and the laws is

the general oath, law
inaccessible to the evil of anarchy.”®® Also the references to the laws could be found in the
“program” of the future reign in the proclamation of the coronation: “may the laws and truth
be established in the courts.” %® Then we can see that in the text on the sentence to the Polish
rebels that there is coherence between the laws and mercy.®° It was decided to issue two

proclamations that announce the codification of laws. Two texts, “On the issue of the full

codification of laws of the Russian Empire” and “On the issue of military decrees”

%6 <0 voschestvii na prestol gosudarya imperatora Nikolaya Pavlovitcha”,1.

57B TO BpEMA KaK BCE€ TOCYAapCTBECHHBIC COCJIOBHSA, BCC YMHBI BOCHHBIC U I'PAXKJIAHCKHUC ITPUHOCUIIN Ham
MIPUCATY U B Xpamax BoXbHX , TOPCTh HEMTOKOPHBIX AeP3HYIa IPOTHUBOCTOSATH 00IIeH mpucsre, 3aKoHy,
BJIACTH, 00IIeMy MOpsAKY U yoesxmenuto” see O proizoshedshem bunte v Sankt-Peterburge 14 dekabrya” , 6.
8“Mp1 MMeeM MPaBo OKUJATh U HAJEATHCS OT €IMHOYIIHOM npuBepsxeHHocTH k Ham u Tpecrony Hammemy
BCcex coctossHui”, “Pycckuii Hapoa, Bcerna BepHsIil cBoemy Llapro u 3akonam™. Ibid.

%9 “Jla BomapsATCs 3aK0H M mpasa B cyuammiax” see “O sovershenii svyaschennogo koronovaniya Ego
Imeratorskogo Velichestva i o darovannyh po semu sluchayu milostyah | oblegcheniyah [On the
accomplishment sacred coronation of His Royal Highness and on the granted on this case acts of mercies and
facilitations FCL]”, FCL (540),1826, 896.

80 <O nakazaniyah prigovorennym glavnym vinovnikam byvshego v Tsarstve Polskogo myateja [On the
punishment sentenced to the main perpetrators of the mutiny took place the Kingdom of Poland]”,
FCL(7383), 1834, 6.
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announced it. %! Both texts look very much alike and the importance of laws for governing is
highlighted in them. In the beginning of both texts it states that the process started because
of acknowledgement “the necessity to put our home laws into order.” % In the end of the
first one we see a quote that the codification was necessary because of two primary state
needs “administration of justice and of ruling.” ® The conception of the rule of law became
crucial since the writings of the philosophers in Early Modern times and especially I should
mention The Spirit of Laws’ by Montesquieu. This treatise was important for Russian ruling
elites since the reign of Catherine I1. These references for the laws could be important for

the educated audience which started to appear in this period. 54

Another new salient innovation in the legitimization of the reign was connected with
so-called ““desacralisation of monarchy” that took place in the first half of the nineteenth
century.®® Now the monarch positioned himself as an embodiment of moral values, one of
the most crucial was the representation of himself as an exemplary family man. Another
aspect of the legitimization of the imperial power was to represent the emperor as a model
of moral behavior, as Wortman fairly pointed out. % | argue that the reference to the family
is seen quite clearly in proclamations that were issued on the events in the imperial family.
First, the issue of the texts themselves reminded the subjects about the family ties of the
emperor. Therefore, we can see that earthy nature of the emperor was public all the time.
Secondly, these family events show the emotions of the imperial family bringing them

closer to human beings. In the proclamation of the engagement of the main male heir: the

61« Ob izdanii svoda zakonov Rossiyskoy imperii [On the issue of the Code of Laws of the Russian Empire]”,
FCL 5947 (1833), 68-70; “Ob izdanii svoda viennyh postanovleniy [On the issue of the code of the military
decrees]”, FCL 12648 (1839), 684.

%2 Ibid.

63 “B camom Hauyane HapCTBOBAHUS IPHU3HAB H€O6XOZ[I/IMOCTL MPUBECTU 3aKOHBI B HeOﬁXOHHMLIﬁ OopAAO0K,
cero TpeOoBaNH MepBbie CYLIECTBEHHBIE HYKIbl, TOCYAAapCTBO U NOPsAOK ynpasnenus”’,”Ob izdanii svoda
zakonov Rossiyskoy imperii”, 68.

8 Wortman. Legal consciousness, 57.

®Richard Wortman, “The representation of the imperial family as symbol” in Imperial Russia: New Histories
for the Empire, ed. Jane Burbank,David L. Ranse ,66-67.

%\Wortman, Scenarios of power, 451.

26



CEU eTD Collection

proclamation mentions the joy of the emperor as “a joy of parent’s heart.” ¢’ In this text the
members of the imperial family united with feelings. In the proclamation of the marriage of
Tsesarevitch Alexander the emperor asks God to bless not only the union itself, but also
their “reciprocal tenderness”(vzaimnaya nezhnost’). ® The representation of the imperial
marriage gains a previously overlooked emotional aspect, i.e. the couple’s feelings for each

other.

The death during childbirth of Alexandra Nicholaevna, the emperor’s daughter, was
truly tragic for the emperor, as the text shows: “It was necessary for God to test our Parental

Heart with sorrowful unexpected loss.”

The emperor acknowledged his state as ’deep
sorrow” (glubokaya pechal’).”® The tragedy of the death is also much more evident because
of the exceptional qualities of the deceased - “gentle and tender soul” (krotkaya i nezhnaya
dusha).” This characteristic is full of emotions and quite stereotypical, but it also suggests
profound grief caused by an untimely death. So, the image of the monarch connected with

his family is always represented with in this type of proclamations by the very reason of

issue, its frequency and the depiction of emotions of the members of the royal family.

As to the audience for this kind of argumentation, I believe that for the highest
officials all the events in the imperial family were of special importance. | argue that the
assumption of Dolgikh that for this category these events were perceived both as some

ceremonies and family events. 72 The first aspect is of special importance for this group as

670 sershivshemsya brakosochetanii Ego Imperatorskokogo Vysochestva Gosudarya Naslednika

Tserevitcha, velikogo Knyazya Aleksandra Nikolaevitcha s Velikoy knyzhnoy Mariey Aleksandrovnoy

[On the accomplishment of wedding His Imperial Highness Heir Tsesarevitch Grand Duke Alexander with
Great Duchess Maria Alexandrovna]”, FCL 14459, (1841), 308 .

88 1bid.

89 ”Bory Ob110 YTOIHO UCTIBITATh POJUTENLCKOE cepille Harlle ropecTHOM Heo)uIaH O noTepero” see “O
konchine eya Imperatorskogo Vysochestva Velikoy Knyagini Aleksandry Nikolaevny[ On the decease Her
Imperial Highness Great Duchess Alexandra Nikolaevna ]”, FCL18111(1828), 467.

0 1bid.

" 1bid.

2 Elena Dolgikh. K probleme mentaliteta rossiyskoy admistrativnoy elity pervoy poloviny XIX veka: M.A.Korf,
D.N.Bludov [About the mentality of the Russian bureaucracy of the first half of XIX century: M.A.Korf,
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the officials could participate in the ceremonies themselves. Therefore, | agree that it was a
special group that was taken into consideration by the authorities as the creators of the texts
of proclamations were recruited from this milieu.” It is remarkable that to the certain extent

we can see the emotions of the proclamations in the diaries of the officials of that time.

The connection between the highest officials and courtiers, and the imperial family
could be demonstrated with the proclamation on the establishment of the new order of
distinction, Mariinsky, named after the recently deceased mother of the emperor, Maria
Fyodorovna.” With this order the emperor want to distinguish those who committed these
“important for social order Christian deeds of valor for the poor and for the suffering,” who
“devote all [their] forces and talents and the time of their life to facilitation of fate of the
unfortunates or moral education of the youth.”” Importantly, the deceased empress was a
model of this type of service. My assumption is that this text was written mainly for noble
women who could be pleased to obtain this sign of honor which was connected with the

dynastical representation.

A proclamation on the accession on the throne was always a salient occasion for the
new ruler to unveil an agenda for his/her reign. The wording of such documents merits a
separate discussion. For Nicholas I, a program for his reign was even more important
considering how disputed his rights to the throne were. Nicholas | himself created the draft.
He ordered Nikolai Karamzin, a famous writer and historian, to develop it, but was not
satisfied with the result, and Mikhail Speransky was obliged to create the final version of

the text.

D.N.Bludov],(M:Indrik, 1999), 139.

3O vozlozhenii na D.N.Bludova sostavlentiya vysochayshih manifestov: po povodu brakosochetaniya
velikikh knyazhon Olgi Nikolaevny i Ekateriny Mikhailovny, sovershennletiya velikikh knyazey Konstantina i
Nikolaya Nikolayevichey I reskripta na imya kn.P.M.Volkonskogo. 1851 r. (Cases and papers of the Chairmen
and Members of the State Council)). Case.11. File.1. Russian State Historical Archive.

74 «Ob uchrezhdenii dlya litz jenskogo pola znaka otlichiya besporochnoy sluzhby” ,1136.

> Ha BakHbIE B MOpsAKE 0OMIECTBEHHOM ITOJABHTH XPUCTHAHCKOH JIFOOBH K OSTHBIM U cTpaxaymuM. Kto
IIOCBAIIACT CBOU CHIJIBI, CIOCOOHOCTH 1 BpPEMA KU3HU 00JIETYEHNTO Y4acCTHu 3JIOMOJTYYHBIX HIIN
HpPaBCTBEHHOMY 00pa3oBaHmio foHoIrecTra. I1bid.
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This text references both divine authority and law. But we can also find other
arguments. What is remarkable, the emperor referenced the tumultuous circumstances of his
accession as the justification of his rights for the throne. First the audience learnt about the
death of Alexander I, then acknowledges that Nicholas took the oath of loyalty to his older
brother, Constantine even after he obtained from the State Council papers which made him a
legitimate heir of the throne. Nicholas refused this offer as he “did not wish and had no
rights for this abdication that was not announced publicly and did not turn into the law.” 7
After Nicholas repeated that he wanted the legitimate base for his reign. Then Constantine
learned about the death of Alexander | and confirmed his abdication. Nevertheless, Nicholas
wanted “final expression of the will of His majesty to our oath of loyalty” and only after it
Nicholas agreed to take the throne. Therefore, the authors of the proclamation wanted to
provide the audience with a detailed description of the events of December 1825 as they
believed that the outline of the events proved the Nicholas’ rights to the throne. Wortman
points out that Nicholas I justified breaking the order of succession, becoming the emperor
instead of his elder brother, because of his loyalty of the order expressed in the will of

Constantin.

Another point of justification is that few other documents were attached to the
proclamation, which is also used as justification of Nicholas I’s right for the throne. They
are the proclamation of Alexander | that mentions the abdication of Grand Duke Constantin
and the appointment Nicholas | as an heir, the letter of Grand Duke Constantin to the
deceased emperor and the answer, and two letters between the imperial family members. |
assume that this type of the argumentation was meant for those who could appreciate the

documents as the proof the throne: the nobility and the officials.

In conclusion, it is obvious that the justification of the reign was represented in

76 «Q voschestvii na prestol gosudarya imperatora Nikolaya Pavlovitcha”, 3.
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proclamations with a set of ideas. Whereas the ideas of connectedness of the Czar with God
could be understood by everyone, other ideas, such as the importance of the imperial family

or the role of laws could be meant for a narrow audience of nobility.
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Chapter 4. The Functions of Proclamations: The Proclamations as an Accessory of
Governance

One of the most pressing problems of the Russian Empire was carrying out the
orders of the central authorities in the provinces. The proclamations were an attempt to
overcome this issue. The distribution of proclamations was used to support the governing in
the whole empire. There were several groups of population that the authority could rely on
to exercise their power at the local level. First of all, the nobility were the pillar of the
throne. Secondly, during the reign of Nicholas | was time when officialdom grew
substantially, and the Russian Empire turned into the modern state. One of the cliché
connected with the Nicholas I’s reign was the abundance of the officials. Nevertheless, if we
look at the comparing with other countries its amount was substantially lower. The third
group was the local elites which were of special importance in the borderland of the empire.
We can see that the several groups of proclamations were meant for these categories. When
the central power announced the innovations or announced the recruit levy, it needed local
authorities. | would like to see what type of argumentation is used to make the nobility,

elites and the officialdom to assist in the governing the empire.

One of the key arguments is the reference to the past or tradition that could be
intelligible for the categories of a certain level of education, officials and nobility. The
creators of the text the nobility assemblies presented reforms as return to traditional state
politics towards this estate: “we decided as a necessary measure ...[to] return to the useful
regulations of noble election [the elections to the noble assemblies ] its primordial strength
and action and without changing its roots make it more solid.”’” Obviously, the audience for

this proclamation was the nobility, interested in exercising their privileges.

77 “MBI IPU3HAIA HYXKHBIM ... BEPHYTb II0JIE3HOMY YCTaHOBJICHHIO JBOPSAHCKUX BEIOOPOB €ro CUILY U
JIEUCTBHE M HE U3MEHSSI OCHOBAaHMI OHOTO aTh UM Ooutee TBepaoctu’ see O poryadke dvoryanskih sobranij”,
247,
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The justification for reforms on obtaining the noble rank, announced in the
proclamation, is also connected with the past. The argument for raising the rank necessary
for obtaining a noble title lies in the fact that the laws in force were created in different
historical circumstances. Until the second quarter of the nineteenth century, people of higher
ranks both on civilian and military service had to deal with multiple tasks, in the reign of
Nicholas | service is much simpler. The authorities decided to choose as an historical
justification the practices during the reigns of Peter | and Catherine Il. In the official
historiography of the Nicholaevan era and the state propaganda these two rulers were
represented as the most outstanding emperors. "® Nevertheless, the idea that in the reign of
Nicholas | the Russian Empire improved its position even comparing with these glorious
times, as its borders extended and population grew, and governing was improved is crucial

for the text.

In the proclamations on the codification of the laws the connection with history is
also one of the key argumentations. In both texts we see that the audience heard that the
base of the both codification of the laws was established by Peter the Great. What is more,
in the first proclamation the codification of the laws is represented as “the fulfillment of the
desires of our ancestors” (ispolneniye zhelaniy nashih predkov). ”® To conclude, | argue that

discontinuity was disguised as a continuity.

The next important point in the proclamation as a tool of governing is the law. In the
chapter above | demonstrated how the idea of the rule of law was used for justification the
autocracy in general. The practical application of the laws was important constituent in the
proclamations on governing. It could be seen in the texts on the codification of the laws. We

learn from the both texts that the laws were “sorted out according to their types and

8 Rysaanovsky, Nicholas I and the theory of official nationality, 107 - 13.
8 “Ob izdanii svoda zakonov Rossiyskoy imperii”, 68.
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separated from everything that was abolished with later laws”, “come to uniform structure
and united into the whole.”®® With systematization they became applicable. Moreover, in
the attached decrees we can see even more instructions of the application this new code in
bureaucratic procedures. Therefore, the accent is put to the usability of this new
codification. The practical application of the laws could be also seen in the proclamations on
the recruit levies. The law that creates legal base for a levy is always mentioned in the text.
The attention to the rules could be seen in the proclamation on the financial reforms. It was
important to mention the practical application of the introduction of new bank papers in the
text of proclamations that payment of the percentages and capital is to be accomplished on
the basis of the Appendix.8! The references to practical application of the laws could be also
found in the last paragraphs of the “mercy proclamation”, issued on the day of the
coronation. These paragraphs speak about mercy - forgiving the shortcomings - for various
categories of the subjects. Despite the fact that directly they were of particular interest for
these categories as nobility, merchants, peasants, petit bourgeois, | argue that these
paragraphs were important for officials too as they would treat with mercy the above-
mentioned categories of the subjects. The most part of the text in the proclamation on the
honored citizens contains the further regulations on this new social stratum. Thus, | suggest
that this proclamation was issued mostly for the officials who would execute these

innovations.

Another aspect of governing the state could be connected with the references to the
expertise to the state institutions. For example, in two texts on the economical innovations
it is possible to find details about making this new law: “according to presentation of the

Ministry of Finances and the opinion of the State Council we accepted as good to allow a

EEINT3

80 “Cpenensl B e1MHO0OpA3HKII COCTAB”, “‘COeIMHENBI B equHOe Henoe «, 1bid.
81«0 novom vypuske biletov gosudarsvennogo kazancheistva”, 33.
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new issue”.8? One issued in January of 1831 also on financial reform says “different
advantages and important aids could not help demanding the increase of taxes of the State

Treasury.”®

The argumentation of the above-mentioned type of proclamation was addressed for the
categories of the Russian population that possessed the minimal knowledge of the work of
state structures and could be interested in commercial relationship. Therefore, | suggest that

these two categories of audience are officialdom and nobility.

Another important point in the argumentation on the innovations is connected with
economic gain. The reasons of the establishment of the new estate of honored citizens are
described very briefly. The main pretext for these innovations is “to connect urban citizens
with more closely their estate which prosperity in trade and industry depends on.”%* The

same argument is used in the issue of the new currency.

The connection between the state governing and officials and nobility could be seen
on the example of the proclamation announced the census in 1833 that took place all over
the Russian Empire. 8 The text starts with a short introduction where many aforementioned

points are together. | will quote it entirely:

“Taking into consideration that since the accomplishment of the last census in the Empire
in 1816 the change of the amount of people occurred and that the equalization as various
state and public duties and as delivery of the recruits demands a new calculus of the people
we recognized a good, agreeing with opinion of the State Council, to accomplish a new

census in the whole Empire excluding Georgia, Armenian district and the Transcaucasian

82“Cornacno ¢ npejcrapnennem Munncrpa ®@uHancoB 1 ['0Cy1apCTBEHHOTO COBETA PU3HAIM MbI 32 6J1aro
COYIIECTBUTH HOBBIH Bhiyck’see 1bid;” Ob uchrejdenii na vremya biletov gosudarsvennogo kazanchistva”,
679.

8“0 novom vypuske biletov gosudarsvennogo kazancheistva”, 33.

8 “Bornee mpuBs3aTh TOPOJICKHE COCIIOBHS K UX cocTosHMIO” see “Ob ustanovlenii novogo sosloviya”, 193.

8 «“Q proizvodstve v Imperii novoy nadvornoy perepesi [On the accomplishment of the new census on the
homestead basis in the empire]”, FCL(6265), 1833, 695.
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provinces in general on the basis attached with this document and approved by us rules. In
the Bessarabia region to accomplish on the local customs, it in the same time with general

census on the basis of the special Rules given to the local authorities.” %

Two categories were a special target for the text quite evidently. First of all, all estates that
paid taxes and provided recruits should be interested in reassessment of their duties. What is
even more important, this group of population should not resist to the officials when it
would come to the execution of the census. Nevertheless, there is another category that also
should be extremely concerned about the new census - the officials. The importance of the
new census for this audience could be proven with few arguments. First of all, officialdom
needed to be acknowledged about the amount of people to tax, and soldiers to recruit, etc.
The idea of calculation of people for the state has its roots in the Enlightenment. Secondly,
we can see the argumentation with reference to the bureaucratic procedures which should be
known by officials. Thirdly, one of the category of the officials, Bessarabian authorities, is
mentioned separately. The last and perhaps the most important point is the attention to the
guidelines of the census as it should be accomplished in the accordance to the rules.
Moreover, we can see in the attachment to this document the regulations where the new
rules of the authorities are written quite thoroughly. For example, in this regulations two out

of three paragraphs of general rules are devoted to their duties in future census.

As the officialdom was one of the most important categories of the population that
governed of the empire we can take a completely different approach to highlight their

importance. A proclamation was issued on the very day of coronation and announced

8 ‘[Ipuemns BO BHUMaHHME, YTO CO BPEMEHM MPOM3BOJCTBA B MMrepuu mocienneil nepenucu 1816 roxa, B
KOJIMYECTBE JIOAEH MPOU30LUIO 3HAYUTENBHOE M3MEHEHHUE, U UYTO YPaBHEHUE, KaK pa3sHbIX Ka3eHHBIX TaK U
0O0IIECTBEHHBIX TIOBUHHOCTEH, TaK M ITOCTaBKH PEKPYT, TPeOYeT HOBOIO HapOJOMCUECIICHHSI, TPU3HAIN MBI 32
671aro, coriacHO ¢ MHEHHMEM [ 0CyIapCTBEHHOI'O COBETA, IOBEJIETh NPOM3BECTH BO BCE MUMIIEPHH, UCKIIOYAs
I'pysuto u ApmsHCKyr0o 0o0macTb M BooOmie 3akaBKa3CKME INPOBHHIMH, HOBYIO HApOJHYIO NEperuch, Ha
TOYHOM OCHOBAaHHH IpWIAaraeMbIX IIPU CEM, YTBEpKICHHBIX HamM IpaBwi. B beccapabckoii obmacth, 1o
MECTHBIM YBa)KEHHSIM, COBEPIIUTH OHYIO B OZHO BpeMs ¢ oOIIel Mmepenuchio, Ha 0COOBIX MPEMOAaHHBIX I
Toro mectaoro Hauanscty Ilpasuiax’, Ibid.
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throughout the country the acts of mercy of the newly-crowned emperor with a short
preamble and a conclusion. First, the acts of mercy themselves are remarkable. Their list
consists of fifteen points. We can see that almost a quarter of the mercies are devoted to the
issues connected with the officialdom. The first paragraph speaks about the releasing “all
officials and people of different ranks under examination ... from trial and investigation.” &
The fifth paragraph announces that the amount of money that should be collected because of
“damages, losses and thefts of state money or state property that the heirs have to pay”
would be spared.” 8 The eighth paragraph states the subjects that all state levies connected
with state service and that to be paid by heirs are will be dismissed. The twelfth paragraph
informs that all “fines for all malfunctions and omissions on the state service connected with
cases emerged before the issue of this proclamation most graciously command to resign.” &
It is remarkable that the first paragraphs which include the points of are quite short and quite
systematized. Paragraphs in the end are much more verbose and chaotic. To conclude, the

officialdom was represented as one of the most important category as an attempt to provide

their loyalty.

In the proclamations above we could see their usage in direct rule, but they also were
implemented for the indirect rule, by means of the local elites of the Grand Duchy of
Finland and the Kingdom of Poland. With various notions the authorities tried to provide
their loyalty and obedience. The presence of separate appeals shows the significance of the
provinces in the symbolic representation.

The proclamation on the Finnish criminals it is remarkable how the imperial

87“Bcex cocTosmmMX MO TOA CYJOM M CIIEJCTBUEM UYHMHOBHUKOB U JIOAEeH BCAKOTO 3BaHUS
...BCEMUIIOCTHBEHINIE TIOBEJIEBAEM OT CyJa W CIEJACTBHS YYHHHTH CBOOOaHBIME’, See “O sovershenii
svyaschennogo koronovaniya Ego Imeratorskogo Velichestva i o darovannyh po semu sluchayu milostyah |
oblegcheniyah”, 896.

88“Bce xazeHHbIE B3BICKAHUS MO CIYXkO€E, Na/arollie Ha HACIIEHUKOB TI0 JIeJIaM JI0 M3/[aHus CETo MaHudecTa
BO3HHUKIIMM mpocTuTs’, Ibid.

8 “IlItpadbl M MEHK 3a HEMCNIPABHOCTH M YIYLIEHMS IO CIyX0e, OTHOCALIMECS K JIeaM, JI0 M3JaHUs CEero
MaHHu(ecTa BO3HUKIITNM, BCEMIIOCTUBEHIIIE TIOBEIEBAEM CIIOKUTH U ipocTuTh”, Ibid.
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authorities try to justify their decision to remove criminals from the Grand Duchy. First of
all, the appeal was issued, remarkably, just after the coronation manifesto on April of 1826.
The importance of Finland is highlighted not only with the time of issue but with the
content. The authorities argue that “accomplishment and fulfillment of the Finnish criminal
code from the very beginning of our reign was our primal concern.” ° So, their first point of
justification is the importance of the Principality of Finland for the Russian Empire. Also
the Enlightenment ideas on the correction of people are important. The penitentiary system
should be in “necessary and decent state” (nuzhnaya i prilichnaya postepennost). * The

main reason of the punishment of the criminals is to save the society from the evil people.

In two manifestos we can see the methods to demonstrate to the peripheral elites that
the imperial authorities took into consideration their financial needs. It could be seen in the
appeal issued on the division of the Grand Duchy of Finland.®> The key reason for this
innovation is inconveniences of the trade and justice: “because of the situation of various
districts different and mutual communication between them various inconveniences take
place.” % Speaking about the elimination of the financial needs the authorities showed their

care to the peripheral elites.

The next text which also shows the care of the financial needs of the peripheral elites
is the proclamation "On the permission to the Polish bank to give loans to the owners the
private territorial estates."® The preamble of the text is very short. It mentions that the
reason for the permission is the desire to extend the effect of the Bank and to improve

financial conditions: “wishing to extend the effect of the bank in the regard of agricultural

90 “HpI/IMGHeHI/IC 1 HMCHOJIHCHUC YI'OJIOBHOT'O YJOXKCHUA Benukoro kHsxkecTBa CDI/IHJ'ISIHI[CKOFO ... COCTaBJIAJIO
npenMeT xuBeiiieit Hateit 3a60t1h1” see “O ssylke v Sibirskie gubernii na raboty v gornue zavody Finlandskih
prestupnikov”, 388.

%1 Ibid.

92 «Q razdelenii kniazhestva Finlyadskogo na vosem’ provinciy”, 263.

9 “Tlo pacmoNOKEHUIO PA3IHUYHBIX YaCTEl OHOTO M B3aMMHOMY MX COOOIIEHHIO TIPOMCXOJSAT Pas3jIMdHbIE
neynobcrsa” see”O razdelenii kniazhestva Finlyadskogo na vosem’ provinciy”, 263.

9«0 dozvolenii Banku Pol’skomu vydavat® vladeltsam chastnyh zemskih imeniy ssudy”, 451.
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industry whereas enhancing necessary for these funds without increasing the fixed assets.” *°

The main part of this proclamation was devoted to the list of new regulations which explains

thoroughly the relationship between the bank and an estate owner.

Another way of showing the importance of local elites is to delegate them the
execution of the part of the innovation, to provide them some independence, even in minor
issues. This could be seen in the very short one text on the measures and scales in Poland.
The first part of the text states that they will be the same for the both part of the empire.
More remarkable is the second part which announces that “the development and execution
of this decree should be listed in the Law Journal we entrust to the governing Council of the
Kingdom of Poland.” % Therefore it was important amend as it shows to the both parts of
empire that the authorities are responsible for accomplishing their task. | argue that it is
important that it was said explicitly, thus the governmental practice became the part of

imperial representation.

To conclude, we can see how the authorities adjusted various ideas to make the
proclamations an additional tool of governance. This function shows the flexibility of this

type of representation.

% “Yemas pacnpoctpanuth aeiictBue banka Ilapctea IToJbCKOTO B OTHOLIEHMH BCHOMOLIECTBOBAHMIO
3eMJIE/IENbYECKON MMPOMBIIUIEHHOCTH U BMECTE C TeM YCHJIUThH NMOTPEOHBIE K TOMY CpeICTBa 0e3 yBeITHMYEeHUs
kanurana” see “O dozvolenii Banku Pol’skomu vydavat’ v;adeltsam chastnyh zemskih imeniy ssudy”, 451.

% “PasguTHE M WCIOJHEHUE CETO yKa3a, KOTOPBIH JIOJKEH ObITH BHECEH B J[HEBHMK 3aKOHOB,BO3JIaraeM Ha
Coser Vmpasnenust LlapctBa Ilombckoro” see “Ob upotreblenii v Tsarstve Pol’skom vesov I mer,
upotreblyaemyh v Rossii”,53.
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Chapter 5. The Functions of Proclamations: Proclamations as Propaganda
One of the most important functions of the proclamations was to promote the
imperial agenda in the situation when the autocracy was challenged — in wartime or during

uprisings.

The first task of the imperial propaganda was to explain to subjects why they should support
the imperial authorities and not its opponents. The arguments are various. The first one is to
convince subjects to take the side of the Russian imperial power is the reference to the
divine authority as it was applied for the justification of the imperial rule in general. The
connection between Russia and God was created by several means. Firstly, the authorities
used the notion of “Holy Rus’” in the several texts. This is the quote of the proclamation on
the revolution with Hungary in 1848: “Not sparing ourselves, we will encounter our
enemies in the alliance with Our Holy Rus’ to protect the honor of the Russian name and the

inviolability of our Borders.” ¥’

The connection between the imperial rule and the Russian sovereign also appears in
the proclamation on the same subject in the paraphrase from the Bible: “God is with us,
understand, gentiles, and obey as God is with us.”% In order to highlight the connectedness
of Russia with divine power its opponents are labeled as gentiles, implying their lack of
divine support. In the last proclamation on the Hungarian uprising appears the idea of Holy
vocation. It is mentioned that the emperor told his subjects that “Russia will fulfill its Holy
vocation.”% So we can see a new nuance of the divine patronage of Russia: now the empire

had a vocation it had to fulfil.

% “U me mana cebs OyaeM, B HEPA3PHIBHOM COKO3E CO CBATON HAIIEH PYChIO, 3alMINATh YECTh MMEHH
PYCCKOTO M HEMPUKOCHOBEHHOCTH IpesesnoB Hammx” see “O sobytiyah v Zapadnoy Evrope”, 187.

9% «C mamu Bor, pasymeiiTe A3bI1bI U TIOKOpsIHTECS, KO ¢ Hamu Bor” see Ibid.

9 “Poccus HCHOJNHUT coBe cBaAToe npuspanue”’see “O blagopoluchnom okonchanii voiny v Vengrii”, 20.
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One of the links to connect country and divine power is confession - the Orthodox
faith. We can find their connection in many texts. For example, in one of the texts on the
Crimean war the church and the autocracy are represented connected, but the secular power
dominates, as it has to protect the church. Moreover, this connection has its roots in
tradition. The text states “the protection of the Orthodoxy was always a vow of our

29 ¢¢

ancestors,” “the protection of these holy duties was always an object of our attention and
care.” 1% The link between the authorities and church also demonstrated with ritualistic way,

with the appeal to pray in family proclamations and texts on wars.

It is remarkable that in one of the texts on the Crimean War, Orthodox Russia was
opposed to Western Europe, which is itself described as the domain of Christendom. It is
especially interesting considering the fact that in the previous text European countries and

Russia were represented together opposing the threat of the Ottoman Empire.

In the texts we see also another application of religion in order to inspire loyalty: the
proclamation on cholera riots of 1830-1831was meant for “every church son, every loyal
subject.” 1% The authors of proclamations referred to the idea of obedience to the authorities
which is one of the crucial for the Christianity. With this parallel the obedience to the

secular and divine authorities became almost the same.

There was another way to embed religious ideas into the text, aside from the explicit
mentioning of church or faith. One of the ways was to use church language as it happened
with the proclamation on the cholera riots. The authorities appointed metropolitan Filaret,
one of the most eminent church leaders of that time to write the text. The result of this

authorship was the very strong impact of church lexicon on the language of the appeal.

100 “3amura npaBocnaBus ObLIAa KCKOHH 00ETOM OJIaXKEHHXBI TIPEAKOB HAUX’,“OXpaHEHHE ITUX CBATHIX
00513aHHOCTEH OBLIO TIOCTOSIHHO MPEeIMETOM 3a00TIIMOBCTH U nonedeHuit Hanrenx” see “O dvizhenii russkih
voisk v Pridunayskie kniazhestva,290.

1010 smyatenii byvshem v nekotorakh guberniyah i Peterburge...”, 742.
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Viise notices remarkable features of this influence. First of all, the impossibility of church
language to describe cholera precisely leads to vagueness. This ambiguity leads to softening
the distance between the author, the emperor and the audience, creating the image of a
caring emperor sanctified with divine grace. 1% Again, the arguments of Viise do not

contradict my assumption that this text was meant for people.

To conclude, we can see that various references to religion were quite widespread.
With this, the authorities made the texts intelligible for a broad audience. Thus, the
proclamation on the Decembrist uprising, cholera riots, the revolution in 1848 and the

Crimean War should have reached all subjects.

Another notion that was used to unite people with autocracy is the notion of
patriotism and idea of Motherland (Otechestvo). For example, the importance of the

3

Decembrist uprising was highlighted with the phrase in one of the proclamations: “we
always recognized this case [investigation of the Decembrist case] as one of all true sons of
the Motherland, of all Russia.”’®® One of the most remarkable usages of the patriotism
could be seen the appeals on the Polish uprising of 1830-1831. A whole paragraph is a
direct appeal to “all Russian citizens” (rossiyane) who in this hard time should show their
loyalty to the Czar and Motherland. 1% Thus, we can see the notion of patriotism towards
the Russian Empire, was applied. It is worth mentioning that whereas the proclamation was
obviously addressed to all Russian subjects, a special appeal was issued to the citizens of the
Kingdom of Poland. In the second case the summary of the events is much shorter, but a
new theme, local Polish patriotism, comparing to the proclamation for all subjects appears.

The appeal announces throughout all Poland that insurgents “dishonor the name of the

Kingdom of Poland” and rumors are spread on the account of “benefits of your

102viize, “Filaret Drozdov and the Language of Official Proclamations in Nineteenth-Century Russia”, 566.
103<Mp1 Bcerma MPU3HABAJIH JIENIO CHE JIeJIOM BCeX MCTHHHBIX ChIHOB OTeuecTBa, JeoM Beeit Poccun™ see “Ob
uchrejdenii Verhovnogo ugolovnogo suda”, 515.

1040 vozmuschenii, prozoshedshen v Varshave’, 486.
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Motherland.”*®It is remarkable that the authorities try to use the patriotism against the
rebellion that is also inspired by the same motive. It is also possible to notice that the
patriotism is connected with noble values. Comparing these two appeals it is possible to see
how the authorities used different types of patriotism depending on who their audience was.
The strategy to create separate appeals for different audiences obviously was never repeated.
To conclude, we can see that the authorities played with this notion because of the supposed

audience.

Another crucial point of propagandist representation is the notion of nationality, and as it
appears as descriptive characteristic — “Russian” (russkiy). This point appears only in the
proclamations where the autocracy was challenged whereas the references, for example, to
the divine authority are widespread in the texts of the proclamations. The first application of
this idea was implemented in the text issued for the Decembrist uprising. The idea of
uprising is not in “the customs of the Russians” and “the heart of Russia will always be
inaccessible for it”, “the Russian name will not be ashamed with a treason to the throne and
Fatherland”. % In all cases the positive notion of nationality (russkiy) is constructed with
negation of rebellious characteristics. Another remarkable point connected with nationality
appears in the texts on the Hungarian revolution. In these texts it was applied differently
although it is again connected with loyalty as a key characteristic. In the text on the
Hungarian uprising it was mentioned that “We ascertain that each Russian and each our
loyal subject will reply joyfully to the appeal of his sovereign.” 1% Therefore, in the text we

can see a sign of the equality between each Russian and each loyal subject. For me this

sentence is very problematic as the emperor addresses all his subjects and obviously not all

105“CGopmuwe mrozeit, HeIOCTOMHEIX, OeccaaBAmux UM I1oIbCKoe, « M B OCJIEINIEHHON HApOIHOM TOJIIe
pacipocTpaHmIN MaryOHble 3a01yKIeHHUs 3a CUeT AparoleHHeHInX nojb3 Bamero oreuectsa”, 1bid, 487.
106“He B o6bIuasx pycckux”, “He nocpaMurest UMsi pyCCKOE H3MEHOM TIPeCToITy U oTeuecTBy” see «O
sovershenii prigovora nad gosudarstvennymi prestupnikami”, 486.

107 “Mp1 yrocTOBEPEHBI, 4TO Kax [blil Pycckuii M KaxIblii BEpHONOJaHHbI OTBETUT Ha NIPU3BIB CBOETO
rocyaaps” see O sobytiyah v Zapadnoy Evrope’, 187.
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of them were Russians. My assumption is that the usage of this notion is connected with the
appeal to the Russian nobility, trying to impose a new idea of unity of political nation to

them.

But national characteristic was applied not only to the subjects. In one of the text on the
Crimean War we can see: “May the whole Christendom know how the Russian Czar thinks,
the whole Russian family thinks and breaths the same way — loyal to God and his only

begotten son, Our redeemer, Jesus Christ, the Orthodox Russian People.” 108

First, the epithet “Russian” is applied not only to people, but also to the ruler. The sovereign
is named “Czar” and not “an emperor”, for example. So, the character of the emperor is
shown in a very traditional way, with national references. | believe that it could be regarded
as the first sign of nationalization of the dynasty, although this way of representation of the
ruler was not used again later. What is more, the sovereign and the subjects are shown
united with strong emotional ties which were also a salient part of the ideology of that time.
One of the ways of their connection is that both of them are Russian, so they are connected
through their nationality. It is remarkable that national characteristic appears in the text
connected with Western countries and not the Ottoman Empire, for example. The
application of the notion of nationality allows me to make assumptions about the audience
of the proclamations where it was embedded. We can see that the authorities wanted to talk
about the Decembrist uprising, the revolutions in Hungary in 1848 and about the Crimean

War with the educated audience.

Also when the proclamations were used as propaganda against someone, there was
always an image of the opponent. For example, one of key points is the construction the

image of the rebels in the proclamations on the uprisings. In all cases of insurrections the

108 «Jla mo3HAET e BCe XPUCTHAHCTBO, YTO KAK MBICIUT Llaps Pycckmii, Tak MBICIIUT, TaK ABIIKT C HUM BCS

Pycckas cembs BepHblil bory u equHopogHoMy cbiny ero, Mckynurento Mucycy Xpucry, IIpaBocnaBublit
pycckuii Hapox” see “O voyne s Angliey | Franciey”, 416.
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reason of social instability is the actions of small number of people. Their first important
characteristic is their low number, for example the revolutionaries from the Decembrist
uprising are described as “handful of people” (kuchka liudey).1®® The paucity of the Polish
revolutionaries is also highlighted. Here we can see an attempt to underplay the magnitude

of the problem, to isolate it to a specific stratum of the unloyal population.

Another characteristic of the insurgents is apostasy. The events on the Senate
Square are opposed to the events which happened in the rest of the country: “whilst all
estates, all the church and state officials, people and army were taking an oath of loyalty in
church of God and called the divine grace for our reign a handful of refractory people dared
to withstand the general oath, law, the power, military order and common beliefs.” 110 The
insurrections also had no divine help as the plot of the Decembrist plot was revealed
because it was pointed out by God.

The characteristic of the insurgents is constructed with negative moral and
intellectual features. In the Decembrists’ case, we can see even demonical features of the
plotters: they create their ideas in the darkness.!'! The revolted Poles are shown as
“malevolent people”(zlonamerennye liudi) who inspired “mob” (chern’) 1*2 A listener learns
from the text about their malicious intentions, thoughtlessness and desire to use any means
to succeed. Their chiefs do not spare “the property and blood of the people that they
involved in the crime.”**® The same adjective, malevolent, is used for the description of the

ringleaders of the cholera riots. 1** The insurgents of the peasant rebellions are also greedy

109 « O proizoshedshem bunte v Sankt-Peterburge 14 dekabrya”, 6.

110“B 10 Bpems Kak BCe TOCY/IaPCTBEHHBIE COCIIOBHUS, BCE YMHBI BOEHHBIE M TPAX/IaHCKue npuHocuIn Ham
HpUCATY ¥ B Xpamax BOXBHX , TOPCTH HEMOKOPHBIX JIEP3HYJIa IPOTHBOCTOATH OBLIEH NpUCSTE, 3aKOHY,
BJIacTH, 00LIEeMY MOPSAKY U yoexxnenuto’ see “O proizoshedshem bunte v Sankt-Peterburge 14 dekabrya... “,
6.

11 “3106HBIE 3aMBICIIBI BO Mpake Taiiubr”, IDid.

112 «Q yozmuschenii, prozoshedshen v Varshave”, 486.

113 “TlocTosHUS U KPOBY HAPOJA, UM BOBJIEYEHHOTO B TpecTymieHue”, lbid.

114 <O smyatenii byvshem v nekotorakh guberniyah i Peterburge”, 744.
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and wanted to make a profit out of the wishes of the peasants.**®

Moreover, we can see two categories of the rebels in the text. The first one rebelled
consciously; the second rebelled for various other reasons. These two categories could be
seen in the questions in the text on the Decembrist uprising: “what did those lost ones want?
What did the villains want?”'*® The idea of people involved in the crimes by being
deceived also appears in the proclamation on the peasant uprising: the peasants are misled
because of the false rumors.''’ By the same token, the Polish kingdom also rebelled because
the population was deceived.!'® With this division the authorities left the room for people
who participated in the rebellion to change their mind, to repent.

New connotations of the revolutions appeared in the proclamation “On the events in
Western Europe.”'® The revolutions are represented as “uprising and anarchy” (myatezh i
beznachalie), threatening “impudence” (naglost’), their depiction is more general. ?° The
rebellion is also characterized by insanity and arrogance; it is like a “destructive torrent”
(razrushitel ’ny potok) which “overflowed” (razlivayas’) as irrational natural phenomenon.
121

In many proclamations there is a connection between the rebels and chaos. The link
could be created by their opposition from the order as in the proclamation on the Decembrist
uprising or with comparison with a torrent as in the appeal on the revolution in Hungary.
Here we can find reference to the different idea of monarchy opposing the chaos. This
concept was popular in both periods of both Enlightenment and Classicism eras.

To conclude, the image of insurgents is quite dynamic and bright. The image of the

opponents in the wars is constructed differently. But before my analyses of the nuances of

115 Q) voznikshem v guberniyakh. nepovinovenii krestyan”, 455.

16 «Yero xenanu 3a6aymmme? ... Yero sxenmanu snoymeinuienankn?” see “O proizoshedshem bunte v Sankt-
Peterburge 14 dekabrya... , 6.

U7 «“Q voznikshem v guberniyakh. nepovinovenii krestyan”, 456.

118 <O yozmuschenii, prozoshedshen v Varshave”, 486.

119 «Q sobytiyah v Zapadnot Evrope”, 182.

120 |bid.

121 |bid.
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the rival representation | would like to point out what countries were depicted as enemies.
Despite the fact that the Russian Empire was involved in military actions with several
countries, we can see that the Ottoman Empire was shown with the most negatively
characteristics. In the proclamation on war with Persia the country is never labeled with any
negative features, the cause of the war was in some abstract “violence” that touched the
Russian borders. It is possible to suppose that the Russian authorities for some reason
decided not to make its hostile representation. It is remarkable as France and the British
Empire armies also opposed the Russian troops during the Crimean was but there is no
negative imagery representing them. Therefore, we can suppose that the Russian authorities
did not want to escalate the conflict with these Western Great Powers. The idea of unity
with other European countries is quite clear in the text of proclamations. It is important that
the Russian Empire is represented as an ally to European countries during the first war with
the Porte: “neither peaceful efforts of European countries, nor our patience” could change
the politics of the Turkish government.*?> On the contrary, we can see explicitly negative
image of the Ottoman Empire in several texts. For example, it could be constructed by

describing its actions:

“The Porte challenges Russia for a fight, threatens with war of annihilation, constructs a
full militia, announces [Russia] its irreconcilable enemy, defies the Ankerman convention
and with thus subverts all the made treaties, proclaims that the very signing of the treaty

was from its side only a pretext for beginning of the open military operations.”**

122 ‘Hy Muposmo6ussle ycuust EBponbl, Hu Haute ponrotenenue” see “O voyne s Ottomanskoy Portoy”, 490.
123 Tlopra BbI3bIBacT Poccuio Ha GpaHb, FPO3UT BOWHOI MCTPEOUTENLHOI; BO3IBUIAET OTOJOBHOE HA HEE
OTOJTUEHHE; O0BABIIAET HEMPUMUPUMBIM CBOM BParoM; MOMMPAET KOHBEHIMIO B AKKEPMAHE 3aKIIOYEHHYIO U
TEM CaMbIM HUCTIPOBEPTAET BCE JIOTOBOPHI, €if 3aK/IIOUEHHBIE, POBO3IIIAIIAET, 4TO CAMO 3aKIIIOYEHHE aKTa
OBLIO C €€ CTOPOHBI TOJILKO TIPEJIONOM K OTKPBITHE) BOEHHBIX MPUTOTOBJIEHHIA.

Beren 3a TeM 0CKOpOJIAFOTCS TIpaBa M JOCTOMHCTBO Poccuiickoro uiara, yaepKuBaroTcs KOpabiu, rpy3sl UX
NaJaroT B 100bIMY HACHIILCTBEHHOTO CAMOBJIACTHS, JIAKe MO/IAHHbIE HALIM OCYK/IAI0TCA [ ... ]. IPOJIUB
Bocgopcknii 3anupaetcsi, YepHOMOPCKas TOPTOBJIsl CTECHSETCS, TOPO/Ia U OBJIACTH KOIKHOTO Kpask yTPOKAKOT
OecumncIeHHBIMA TTOTepsiME. HO CEro He TOBOJIBHO ...BCKOPE C JIOCTOBEPHOCTBIO OBLIO OOGHAPYIKEHO, UTO
IMopra kosebana pemumocts [lepcun [3akmounts Mup|”, 1bid.
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In this eloquent list of the Turkish misdeeds, we can see many aspects of the Ottoman
menace. The Porte threatened in all possible means to the Russian Empire as a whole
during “the war of annihilation”. Turkish actions are a negative factor for a trade on the
Black Sea and a true menace for a big part of the countries. It also is represented with
negative characteristics, for example, the government is called “stubborn” (upryamy). 124
Another point is that the image of the Ottoman Empire is connected with illness as the end
of war of 1826-1829 helps to prevent the spreading of the infection which had its origins in

this country.

Therefore the imperial authorities spoke quite carefully about the Western countries. We can
assume that the proclamations on the international relationship were read all across Europe

and Nicholas I did not want any difficulties.

Next typical rhetorical strategy for the proclamations on the wars and insurrections was to
create positive models of behavior. For example, the proclamation of the Decembrist
uprising gives the audience a particular example of behavior of loyal subjects, count
Miloradovitch, who was a governor-general of Saint Petersburg, was fatally shot during the
uprising on the Senate Square. 12> Another positive example of behavior could be seen in the
proclamation on cholera riots: “Additionally with gratitude we remember the excellent
exploit committed by all muscovite estates. Flaming always with eagerness for the benefits
and glory of the Fatherland, they and with this disaster showed a decent example of
Christian humility, unanimous eagerness and undoubted obedience to all measures

accomplished by the government.” 12® Later they even mention that those who behaved

124 1bid.
125¢0 proizoshedshem bunte v Sankt-Peterburge 14 dekabrya’, 7.

126“TIpu cem ¢ MPU3HATENLHOCTUIO MBI BCIOMMHAEM OTJIMYHBIN MOJIBUT, OKa3aHHBIH BCEMH COCIIOBUSIMU
[TepBonpectonbroi Cronmumbl MockBsl. [ImaMenes Bceraa pBeHHEM K IOJIb3€ U CJIaBE 0TEYECTBA, OHU U IPH
MIOCTHTTIEM UX OSJCTBHY OHU SIBUJIM BCSIKOW XBaJIbl M MOAPAXKAHUS JOCTOWHBINA prMep XPUCTHAHCKOOTO
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properly did not suffer much from the illness. The author of proclamations even state
directly that this example should be followed: “May it be like this everywhere! May not
anyone with reason on the occasion of disease rebel against the authorities, established by
the law.” 27 With these examples, the models for various categories were set. In the
Decembrist case we can see a model for nobility, in the cholera riot it is for petit bourgeois

and peasants.

The army in this type of proclamations is always represented as an exemplary category of
subjects. In texts devoted to the military operations and rebellions it appears as the
embodiment of all many positive qualities. First of all, they show “true heroism” (istinnoye
geroystvo) and complete “splendid victories” (blistatel'nye pobedy).!?® It is remarkable that
soldiers are not only praised for bravery, but for respect for propriety and for their mercy for

the defeated:

“But conquering the territories the army also acquired another fame. In the middle of war,
in the enemy land, the safety of private persons and belongings were more saint in the eyes
of the warrior than during peace, in the ally state. With meek, generous and full of mercy
and moderation treating with defeated more than with victories they showed in their

behavior the dignity of the Russian name. ” 12°

The soldiers, glorious because of previous exploits, overcame themselves and also showed

an exemplary behavior in sparing lives and property of the defeated. Also the army in the

CMHPEHUS, CAMHOAYIIHOI'O yCepaAus U 663y0J’IOBHOFO NMOBMHOBCHHA BCEM MEpPaAM, IPABUTCIBCTBOM
npennuceiBaeMbiM” see “O smyatenii byvshem v nekotorakh guberniyah i Peterburge...”, 744.

127<1a 6yner Tak Besne! Jla He mep3aeT HUKTO MO BUIOM OOJIE3HM BO3CTABATH IPOTUB BIIACTEH, 3aKOHOB

craHoBieHHbIX!” see Ibid.

128 «Q tractate vechnogo mira, zakluchennogo s Turetskoy imperiey”, 3165.

129 “Ho mokopsst o6sactn, Pycckoe BOMHCTBO CTA3AI0 €lle APYTYIo ciiaBy. Cpein BOWHBI, B 3eMJle
HETIPUATENHCKOH, 0€30MaCHOCTh YaCTHBIX JIMII M UMYIIIECTBA, BCE IPaBa COOCTBEHHOCTH OBIIIM CBSIIIICHHBI , KaK
Cpear MHpa TaK U B CTPaHe COI03HOH. KpOTKNM, BEIMKOIYIIHBIM, NCTIOJTHEHHBIM HOIIA/bl © YMEPEHHOCTH
obpalieHreM ¢ TI0OEKIEHHBIMH, MPEBBILIE BCEX M0OE BO3BEINYEHO JTOCTOMHCTBO PyccKoro umenu ~ see ‘Ob
okonchanii s Periy voyny’, 272.
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same paragraph protects the “honor of the Russian name” (russkoye imya), which possesses
national characteristics. Another important aspect connected with army is that they became
peacemakers. For example, in the invasion to Hungary the Russian army becomes a peace-
making mediator as “legion of rebels have resorted to our mediation asked their legitimate

ruler for magnanimous forgiveness.” 3

Dolgikh argues that for the officials the army was the embodiment of all people.'3 So, with
this praise the authorities created the role model for all people. Another point is that the
eloquent praise of the army was created to a huge extent as it was a key addressee and thus
received their symbolic reward of the success of military operations. The third point is that
the praise of the Russian army was always important message for other rival countries. To

conclude, this propaganda image of Russian army was meant for many categories.

The imperial authorities issued one proclamation on the peasant rebellion on 12 May 1826,
and 1 would like to analyze it separately.'®> The rhetorical strategies in this proclamation
differ from the others. First of all, though de jure all the manifestos were addressed to the
subjects, in this case the first sentence of the text is “announce to all people”(ob yavit’
vsenarodno) and the last paragraph contains the phrase that the Senate should through many
means “announce the order to all people’s tidings “(opublikovat’ vo vsenarodnoe izvestie)
and says what measures should be taken. 13 It should be mentioned that this is the only case
when the time of announcement was regulated in the text of the proclamation. Therefore,
the authorities believe that all common people as peasants should have been well-informed

about this appeal.

130“BpaskneOHble MOJUMIIA MATEKHUKOB ... Npuberas K IOCPeJAHMYeCTBY Haruemy s HCHpOIIEHUs
BEJTUKOIYIIHOTO MOMHJIOBAaHHS y CBOero 3akoHHoro mpasuteins” see“O blagopoluchnom ookonchanii voyny v
Vengrii”, 1849.

131 Dolgikh, K probleme mentaliteta elityy XIX veka, 58-59.
1320 voznikshem v guberniyakh. nepovinovenii krestyan”, 455.
133 1hid.
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What are the key images of the text that is meant for such a broad audience? The
emperor is represented in a paternalistic way, as he intends to return the peasants to
obedience “wanting to put them on the right way with the measures of gentleness which is
inherent to father’s mercy.” ** | believe that the unknown author of the proclamation put the
mention of paternal characteristic as a reference to the image of “Czar-Father” (tsar-
batyushka) on purpose. That could be a way to remind the people of the paradigm when the
Czar is father and subjects are like children. This metaphor brings into the relationship not
only deep an emotional connection, but also the idea of filial obedience. | suppose that it
references the paternal characteristic of the emperor and not to the divine authority as
further in the text the author mentions feelings and thoughts of the emperor as a person. On
the contrary, there is no reference to God in the text. Another point worth mentioning is that
in the text the local authorities are named in very general way “chiefs of provinces”
(nachal niki guberniy). **® | believe that the abstract way of referring to the governors is to
connect them to the idea of imperial power and with the image of Czar-batyushka. The next
interesting point of this proclamation is that the content is very simplistic. The authorities
announce that the rumors are false, that the rebels and those, who believe in these rumors,
will be punished. To conclude, we can see that the authorities implemented the idea of
peasant’ belief into the text, but what is more, even in the text that was addressed to the

peasants the authorities decided to remind the officials to accomplish their duties properly.

Viize explores the evolution of the language of the official documents including this
proclamation too. She argues that the bulk and the tone of this proclamation are of a martial
character without providing any substantial proof. Nevertheless, my assumption that this
proclamation was issued to people obtains confirmation with her another point. She

mentions that after this proclamation the emperor addressed the nobility separately with two

134 “)Kenas 0OpaTHTh Ha MyTh UCTMHHBII MEpPaMK KPOTOCTH, CBOMCTBEHHBIH 0TeueckoMy Musocepauto®, Ibid.

135 1bid.
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decrees, so Nicholas | addresses the other categories with the main text. 3¢ Also if we admit
that this text contains some references to the military documents, it does not follow the
conclusion that the emperor with this text addresses the whole public constructing the
militaristic image of the ruler. Another possibility is that he was addressing, with this mode,
to the category which was used to commands — the army. Speaking to this audience could be

of particular importance as they were for sure involved in the suppression of the rebellion.

To conclude, we can see how the authorities implemented different rhetorical
strategies according to the audience:They chose different ideas, images, structure, styles.
For example, it is interesting to see how the supposed audience of the proclamations on the
Decembrist uprising changes. Firstly, the authorities obviously want to speak to all the
population of the Russian Empire to provide it with their version of the events on the Senate
square as the first text could be understood by very broad audience as the text is very easy to
understand. Later, the trial and execution were mostly important for the nobility in Saint

Petersburg and Moscow and the texts changed with addition of more complicated ideas.

136Viize, “Filaret Drozdov and the Language of Official Proclamations in Nineteenth-Century Russia”, 564.
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Conclusion

Imperial proclamations or manifestos provide a very interesting case to examine
representation of power of Tsarist Russia. First and foremost they demonstrate the
adjustability of the imperial power: authorities either issued certain proclamations or not,

depending on the fact whether they wanted to make certain events public or not.

As respresentatives of imperial power, the authorities integrated various functions into
proclamations. Besides the pragmatic function of informing the subjects about certain
events, manifestos were also used by the emperor to constantly re-assert his power. In
addition, the authorities also used the proclamations to govern the empire, and as one of the
most important propaganda tools. The range of different functions has been shown by the

typology of the proclamations in this thesis.

Adjustability was of primary importance in the creation of various types of proclamations,
and authorities employed several different ways to formulate their texts according to their
desired effect. First, the fact that these different functions were accomplished by various
groups shows a certain degree of adjustability. For example, as shown in the examples in
Chapter Four, when the imperial authorities needed to accomplish a reform, they enlisted
the assistance of the officialdom or the peripheral elites. In addition, textual analysis has
shown that imperial authorities consciously adjusted the language and rhetoric of the
proclamations to suit various functions. On the level of rhetoric and structure, they used
ideas borrowed from the ancient times to the modern and operated with a wide range of
rhetorical figures. On the lexical and semantic level, the language they used was defined by
their word choice and register employed, for example, to make the proclamations sound

more bureaucratic or evoke the language of to the church, and so on.
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As the analysis of the various types of proclamations has shown in chapters Four and Five,
the variety of the ideas reveals a remarkable contradiction. Nicholas | de jure represented
himself as an extremely conservative monarch, which is clearly shown by the many
references to traditions in the texts. However, the imperial authorities introduced new ideas,
such as the national idea, to make proclamations a more effective means to fulfil the

functions discussed above.

By emphasizing the adjustability of these imperial texts and the various ways employed by
the issuing authorities to create texts that communicate complex ideas. This study rose
important and hitherto unexplored points about the proclamations issued in Tsarist Russia,
and emphasized the importance of these texts in the field of imperial communication and
representation of power. The typology and textual analysis, however, raises further
questions about this specific form of imperial communication. How the assumed audiences
reacted to the proclamations, for example, remains a promising field for further research in

this unique set of primary evidence.
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