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The marketing of Palestinian olive oil as Fairtrade attempts an intervention to better the lives
of farmers in a difficult political situation by providing them with markets for their olive oil.
However, although a few scholars allude to the political and social discourses around Fairtrade
olive oil in Palestine, none discuss the significance of Fairtrade Palestinian olive oil production
in achieving social and ecological sustainability under the lens of the solidarity economy. This
thesis aims to understand the perceptions of Palestinian agricultural food companies, farmers,
and consumers regarding olive oil, and the extent to which Palestinian Fairtrade olive oil
companies integrate social and ecological considerations in their work. As such, four different
Fairtrade discourses are identified: Community, Certification, Political, and Beyond, which
describe how Palestinian companies perceive Fairtrade. The extent to which the companies
incorporate such considerations are influenced by their own views and experiences in
including agroecological and social practices in their work. As for Palestinian farmers and
consumers, results show that a general understanding of what Fairtrade entails is prevalent
among them. Farmers perceive Fairtrade in line with values shared with the Community and
Certification Fairtrade, while consumers associate Fairtrade with solidarity with the Palestinian
farmer. The Beyond Fairtrade discourse represents an ideal version in Fairtrade that
incorporates both social and ecological considerations. This also associates Palestinian olive
oil with a sense of solidarity as well as an environmental cause: encouraging farmers to adopt
traditional sustainable agricultural practices, thereby combing social and ecological
considerations within the same discoutse.

Keywords: Fairtrade, Fairtrade discourses, ecological sustainability, social sustainability, social
and solidarity economy, Palestine

iv



Acknowledgements

I'would first like to thank my thesis supervisor Dr. Guntra Aistara for her valuable comments
on this thesis, and for consistently allowing the study to be my own work, but also steering
me in the right the direction whenever I needed it. I would also like to show gratitude to the
CEU Budapest Foundation for providing me with the MA short research grant, without which

none of this would have been possible.

I would also like to thank the company personnel, farmers, customers, and consumers who
enriched my field research experience in Palestine. Without their passionate participation and

input, this study could not have been successfully conducted.

Finally, a big thank you to my parents for their constant support and continuous
encouragement throughout my years of study. And finally, to my fellow MESPOM friends,
who I have learned so much from. Thank you for making the past two years quite the

adventure!



CEU eTD Collection

Table of Contents

1. INtrOUCHION uuuuiiiiiiiiiciiittitiiee e asss s e e e s s s s sssssnsaeeeesees 1
1.1. Problem Definition and Research Gaps ... 3
1.2 Research QUESHIONS .c.c.civiriieeieiiiriririctcictrtstet ettt ettt ettt senes 5

2. Review Of Literature....coooveevessiiiiisisiiiiiiininiiiiiiissssssssssssssssssssssses 6
2.1, Agriculture in Palestine. ... 6

2.1.1.  Overview of the Agricultural Sector in Palestine .........ccccoeveuvivinicirininicicniinicnnn. 6
2.1.2. Challenges ..o 7
2,130 FUULE OULOOKS ..ttt bbbttt 9
2.2.  Olive Cultivation and Olive Oil Production ........cceeevevnnenenenencneecceneenerenerenenenns 10
2200 OVEIVIEW weeiiiiiiciiice ettt ettt 10
222, Olive Oil Production in PaleStine ........ccceeeueueueieieiririnnninrssisseseseeeeeeeesenenes 11
2.3, Sustainable AGICUItULE .......ccoiiviiiiiiiiiii e 15
2.3.1.  Conventional AGriCUltULE........ccoviuiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic e 16
2.3.2.  Traditional AGriCUltULE .....cccoiviiiiiiiiiiici 16
2.3.3.  Low INPUt agriCUlULe ...c.cooviviviiiiiiiiiiiiccc s 17
234, Organic AGLICUITULE ....ccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 17
24, Alternative FOOd NEtWOIKS ...c.cvuieiiiiiiiiiieieieiiiciciniiesecceeeeesesevenesesenenens 18
2400 OVEIVIEW weeieiiieiiiiiceiee ittt ettt 18
2.4.2.  Main motivations and themes of AFN .....cccccceeiiiinnnnnnrrrreecceceeaenes 19
2.5, FAIFFAe ot 20
2.5.1.  Emergence and History of Fairtrade.......ccococeevnieeinniieniniccrniceesceeneneaes 20
2.5.2.  Different Fairtrade Understandings ........ccoceceeeurerieuerrinieerniniecininieenensieenenennes 21
2.5.3.  Detining Characteristics Of Faiftrade ......cccoveeeuririeciiniicininiccnrcceeceieenes 22
254, Underlying Theories .....cccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiciiiiciiiscesssssesssssssesessans 23
2.5.5.  Fairtrade Olive Oil in PaleStine ......ccceeeueeeiereriiieieiiinininieneeicccecceseeenes 24

3. Conceptual and Theoretical FrameworK.......ccocuveeevieireiiiiniieeiniiieennninneennnnnneen. 26

3.1.  The Social and Solidarity ECONOMY ......covviiiiiiiiicieieiiieiiieieieiieesessie e 26
3.1.1.  Main motivations and themes of the solidarity economy .........cccceeevvrvvveerereenee. 26
3.1.2.  Social Solidarity ECONOMY ....cceuiiririririririiiiiiiccicicieieieieiereienesesesesesese s 27

3.2, Ethical CONSUMEIISM..uiiiiiiuiiriniiieieiiinirirteieictrinteteteietsesee st ese ettt sesene 28

4. MethOdOLOZY cccccuurriiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeccncnireee e aass e e e s s s s e asananaes 30
4.1, Research DEsIZN ..o s 30

vi



CEU eTD Collection

4.2, PartiCIPANTS cocvviiiiiiii s 31
4.3.  Methods for Data ColleCtiOn .........cccccueuviiiiiininiieiiiicciceeeeeeseeee s 34
43.1. In-depth INtEIVIEWS ..cccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiriiccirceiee et 34
4.3.2.  Phone INTEIVIEWS ..cccvvvviviriiiiiiiicceeeeieietee ettt 35
4.3.3.  E-mail COrreSPONAENCE ...oviiuiiiiiiiiiiiciciciciciieiceteesee e 36
43.4. Online QUESHIONNAILE «...c.erervruerereririririetereerteeeteseseeseseetesesesesesssseseseseessesesesesenessssenes 36
4.3.5.  Non-Participant ObServation.......ccccvieeiiiniininiiiiiicsces s 36
4.3.6.  Summary of data collection methods used.........cccoevurviiiiiniiinniiiiics 36
4.3.7.  Data VerifiCAtiON ...c.cuviviviiiiiicicccecceieieteeeieetet e 37
4.4.  Methods for Data ANALYSIS ..o se e senes 37
4.5, LIMIAONS .ttt 38
5. Fairtrade Discourses in Palestine.......ccccceeeeeiiiiiinniiieeiiiiiiiiiiniieeeccninnnneneeeeenes 40
5.1.  Overview of Fairtrade DISCOULSES ....c.cuvuiiuiiiiiiiiiriiciciricicrccecceee e 40
5.2. Community Fairtrade DISCOULSE.....cccvuiiiiiiiriiiiriiccceccece e 41
5.3.  Certification Fairtrade DISCOULSE ......ccuvuiuiiiiriiiiiiriiccicecee e 43
5.4.  Political Fairtrade DISCOULSE ..ottt eeeeeeaenes 45
5.5.  Beyond Fairtrade DISCOULSE .....ccviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 47
5.6.  Discussion of Fairtrade DISCOULSES ......cccuiiiiiiiuireieiiiiiiiiiiiiseseseeeeeeeaes 48
6. Integrating Fairtrade Discourses into Company Practices........ccccceevinnnnnenneennnn. 51
6.1.  Company Profile........ccccovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 51
0. 1,10 SAZE s 51
0.1.2. Z@AAT i 52
0.1.3. TRYME ettt 52
0.1.4.  ALSRAJAT oo 53
0.1.5. ZLAPE ceiieiice e 53
0.1.6.  ChICKPEAS ..ouiiiiiiiiiiii s 54
6.2.  FT Discourses and the Social and Solidarity Economy........ccccvevveuvvvnicinnnieennenes 56
0.2.1.  Community FT oo 56
0.2.2.  Certification FT ..o 60
0.2.3.  Political FT ..o 63
6.3. FT Discourses and Ecological Sustainability..........ccccceeveiiviiiiiininiiiniiciiieneinns 065
0.3.1.  Community FT oo 066
0.3.2.  Certification FT ....cccccoiiviiiiiiiiiiiii s 67
0.3.3.  Political FT ..o 69
0.4, DISCUSSION ceeiuiiiiiiiiiiicici bbb 71

vii



CEU eTD Collection

6.4.1.  Is Beyond FT the Ideal DiSCOULSE? ..ottt 71

0.4.2.  Comparing the Different FT DISCOULSES ....coviuirivriieriiniiiiiiriiciiccneisccenne 75

7. The Solidarity Economy Extended: Farmers’ and Consumers’ Insights ............ 77
7.1 FAMMIETS ciiiiiiit s 78
7110 Community FT .o 79
712, Certification FT ..o 80
713, Political FT ..ottt 82
7.1.4.  Beyond FT and Ecological Sustainability .........cccccovviiiiiniiiiiicn, 83
715, CONCIUSIONS ...ttt 85

7.2, Customers and CONSUMETS .......ccuiiuiuiiiiriiiciiieiiiiessise s ssssenas 85
7.2.1. Community FT ..o 86
7.2.2.  Certification FT ..o 88
7.2.3.  Political FT ..o 89
7.2.4.  Beyond FT and Ecological Sustainability .........ccccoeieieinicininiciiceneennn. 90
7.2.5. CONCIUSIONS ..uiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiciii s 90

E TN O703 5 1ol 15 53 T o TN 92
Bibliography ..ccccovuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeccn s 95
APPENAICES..uuunnnririiiiiiiiiiiiitiieceenee e e e e s e s s s s s e e s e s s seaes 100

viii



CEU eTD Collection

Table 4-1. Companies' profiles
Table 4-2. Farmers' profiles.....

List of Tables

Table 4-3. Summary of the data collection methods used.........cccooviviviiiniiiiniiiie,

ixX



CEU eTD Collection

List of Figures

Figure 4-1. Olive tree at COMPANY w...oviuiviiiiiiiriiiiieeie s 34
Figure 4-2. Village nearby COMPANY ......ccccviiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiic s 35
Figure 4-5: Data verification through triangulation ..........cccceevveieicininicnininieirieeeeennes 37
Figure 5-1: Main FT themes ... 41
Figure 6-1: Values of different discourses that are highlighted within the Beyond FT discourse
.............................................................................................................................................................. 74
Figure 7-1: FT theme, categories and keywords linked tO it.......ccoeviviiiiiiiiniiiiiiciiccnes 79
Figure 7-2. Solidarity economy theme, categories, and keywords linked to it.......cccccouvvrurines 79
Figure 7-3. Ecological sustainability theme, categories, and keywords linked to it.................. 83
Figure 7-4: Consumers' purchasing behavior and preferences.....ceienieinieunicnierniennns 87


https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873234
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873235
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873236
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873237
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873238
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873238
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873239
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873240
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873241
https://ceuedu-my.sharepoint.com/personal/hashweh_dalya_student_ceu_edu/Documents/thesis/Thesis%20Draft.docx#_Toc515873242

CEU eTD Collection

AFN
ARI]
CAP
CSA
FAO
FLO

FT
GMO
IFOAM
LISA
OWM
PARC
PCBS
PFTA
SSE
SYAL
UNCTD
UNOCHA
WEFTO

List of Abbreviations

Alternative Food Networks

The Applied Research Institute- Jerusalem

Common Agricultural Policy

Community Supported Agriculture

Food and Agriculture Organization

Fairtrade Labelling Organization

Fairtrade

Genetically Modified Organism

International Federation of Organic Agriculture Movements
Low-Input Sustainable Agriculture

Olive Waste Management

Palestinian Agricultural Relief Committee

Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics

Palestinian Fair-Trade Association

Social Solidarity Economy

Local Agrifood Systems

United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

World Fair Trade Organization

x1



CEU eTD Collection

“If the olive trees knew the hands that planted them, their oil would become tears” (Mahmoud

Darwish, Palestinian poet).

1. Introduction

What is so remarkable about food is that it transcends the nutritious value it carries to encompass the
cultural values and traditions of a community, rendering it a significant aspect of culture in societies
(Podhorsky 2015; Agyeman et al. 2013). Olives and olive oil in the Mediterranean demonstrate how
food can be a culturally embedded product. Olive oil is an example of a product for which
consumption is marked by local culture, as it is representative of the diet and culture of the

Mediterranean region (Dekhili and Sirieix 2011).

In Palestine specifically, olive harvest is a means of national expression and serves as a method to
strengthen individual and community bonds with the land through the traditions of collective
harvesting (Abufarha 2008). Over the past few decades, olive oil has become an imported commodity
to the US, Europe, and Canada as means of expressing solidarity with Palestinian farmers. The
contemporary Palestinian Fairtrade (IFT) olive oil business attempts an intervention to better the lives

of farmers under Israeli occupation.

But what does Fairtrade mean? According to the World Fair Trade Organization (WEFTO), FT is
defined as "a trading partnership, based on dialogue, transparency and respect, that seeks greater equity
in international trade. It contributes to sustainable development by offering better trading conditions
to, and securing the rights of, marginalized producers and workers — especially in the South” (Sarcauga

2014).

The FT movement seeks to develop a more stable and advantageous system of trade for agricultural
and non-agricultural goods produced under favorable social and environmental conditions (Raynolds

2000). FT schemes also aim to provide consumers with more information regarding the social and
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environmental conditions under which commodities are produced, to build new and tighter links
between Southern producers and Northern consumers, and to re-embed agro-food production in

natural and social processes (Raynolds 2000;Podhorsky 2015;Moore 2004;Renard 2003).

In general, FT certification schemes are employed to affect socioeconomic and environmental
outcomes, and to improve the wellbeing of farmers. Such schemes rely on standard-setting actions,
training, and tools of market intervention (Oya et al. 2017). Nevertheless, in their study on agricultural
certification schemes, Oya et al.’s findings suggest that although there are positive effects on prices,
workers’ wages do not seem to benefit from a certification scheme. As a result, many scholars contest
the effectiveness of Fairtrade certification schemes in achieving their goals of social sustainability
(Fridell 2007; Lyon 2006), and object to the burdens of obtaining such certifications (Geysmans et al.
2017). Additionally, only a few have drawn attention to the link between Fairtrade schemes and
achieving ecological sustainability (Makita 2016; Elder et al. 2013). Ecological sustainability entails
meeting the needs of the present human generation without compromising the health of ecosystems
and hindering the future generation from being able to meet their needs (Callicott and Mumford 1997;
Ostrom 2009). Although FT provides a symbolic tool to criticize conventional trade, some scholars
contend that the extent to which it offers any gains to political solidarity with Southern producers is
limited, and point out to the low levels of producer participation in the standard setting and decision

making regarding Fairtrade certification (Lyon 2000).

In the last two decades, there have been various efforts to transform the Palestinian olive oil
production (Meneley 2008). Following interest in exporting Palestinian olive oil, importing countries
pushed to produce high quality extra-virgin olive oil. This entailed recrafting the olive oil industry. FT

initiatives for Palestinian olive oil are now becoming more and more prominent (El-Jazairi 2010). As
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such, marketing of Palestinian olive oil as FT olive oil stresses the need to improve the lives of

Palestinian farmers by providing them with markets for their olive oil (Meneley 2011).

As such, Palestinian olive oil cannot be marketed solely on discourses of quality distinction, but the
conditions of production (that are difficult due to the Israeli occupation) are conjured in its circulation
in international markets (Meneley 2014). A FT initiative in Palestine serves the purposes of delivering
a message and solidarity link to its consumers. This thesis will hence shed light on the perceptions,
challenges, and discourses surrounding Fairtrade olive oil in Palestine, and how Fairtrade reflects the

companies’ core values of ecological and social sustainability.

1.1. Problem Definition and Research Gaps
Following the controversy regarding the effectiveness of FT' from an ecological and a social stance, it
becomes important to investigate how a FT certification scheme is translated on the ground, the
discourses surrounding it, and its impact on the community. For instance, some contest and argue
against the notion that Fairtrade leads to the promotion of equitable trade relationships and equal
group participation between producers and consumers, and suggest that it emerges from the political
choices and conscious reflexivity of Northern consumers (Lyon 2006; Fridell 2007; Geysmans et al.

2017).

In addition, agriculture in Palestine remains an insufficiently researched area, especially when it comes
to Fairtrade schemes pertaining to an important cultural product, olive oil, seeing as T olive oil is a
fairly new industry, Although a few scholars allude to the political and social discourses around
Fairtrade olive oil in Palestine (Meneley 2008, 2011, 2014; Gutkowski 2010), none discuss the
significance of a Fairtrade scheme on Palestinian oil in achieving both social and ecological

sustainability, making this an interesting and pertinent case study for a thesis.
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From a theoretical perspective, other research gaps regarding this topic also exist. Theoretical
frameworks underlying the concepts of Fairtrade used by scholars include convention theory in order
to introduce sociological perspectives to the economic analysis of FT (Raynolds 2002), Local Agrifood
Systems (SYAL) perspective, and alternative food networks (AFN) (Bowen and Mutersbaugh 2014).
Ethical consumerism has also been emplpyed by scholars to better understand consumers’ FT
purchasing habits (O’Connor et al. 2017), as it is defined as an alignment with an ethical issue (human
rights, animal welfare, the environment), giving consumers a choice between ethical alternative

products, and a reflection of personal or individual choice (Doane 2001).

The concept of the social and solidarity economy (SSE) has also become relevant in the context of
cooperatives and FT associations, as the solidarity economy aims to deliver knowledge on social,
environmental and economic issues through practices that seek to improve the quality of life through
non-for-profit endeavors (Ahmed 2015). Nonetheless, when it comes to agricultural food companies
carrying a mission of both solidarity economy and ecological sustainability, an understanding of both
concepts is required. In this sense, there is a gap in the interlinkage of Fairtrade social and solidarity
economy (SSE) conceptual framework. There has not been any research done, to my knowledge, that
attempts to use the solidarity economy as well as ethical consumerism lens to understand Fairtrade
initiatives.

It hence becomes pertinent to explore how ecological sustainability and social considerations are
embedded in the FT practices of olive oil producing companies in Palestine by using the SSE and
ethical consumerism as a conceptual framework. Especially when political contestations often take
center stage, examining a product, such as olive oil, of cultural and political significance, sheds light
on the effectiveness of FT in a local context and enables us to investigate whether FT critiques, as

previously mentioned, hold true.
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In essence, the aim of the present study is to understand the perceptions of Palestinian agricultural
food companies, farmers, customer, and consumers regarding Palestinian olive oil in Palestine, and
examine how Palestinian FT olive oil producing companies integrate social and ecological
considerations in their work. In order to do so, the SSE and ethical consumerism were employed as

conceptual frameworks in order to answer the research questions.

1.2. Research Questions
In light of the theoretical gaps and research problem, as previously identified, the purpose of this
thesis is to understand how FT schemes for olive oil reflect the values of the social and ecological
sustainability that Palestinian agricultural food companies advocate. Additionally, this thesis aims to
understand the perceptions of the companies, farmers, and consumers regarding Fairtrade olive oil in

Palestine.
The thesis aims to answer the following research questions:

Research Question 1: What are the main social and ecological discourses that inform Palestinian

Fairtrade olive oil production?

Research Question 2: How do Palestinian Fairtrade olive oil companies differently integrate social

and ecological considerations in their work?

Research Question 3: How do Palestinian farmers and consumers perceive the social and ecological

benefits and challenges of Fairtrade olive oil?
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2. Review of Literature

2.1. Agriculture in Palestine
Agriculture has always been considered an integral part of the Palestinian culture and economy. The
importance of the agricultural sector in Palestine stems from its contribution to food security as well
as the creation of job opportunities. In this section, an overview of the agricultural industry is
provided, in addition to the challenges and future outlooks. Throughout this, I aim to demonstrate

why Palestine makes for an interesting case study for my thesis.

2.1.1.Overview of the Agricultural Sector in Palestine
In the early Twentieth century, Palestine used to have a predominantly agrarian economy,
distinguished by traditional subsistence production and considerable contribution of Palestinian rural
women (Abu Awwad 2016). Agricultural activities in these areas are characterized by irrigated farming
as well as rain-fed farming, which constitutes the primary area of cultivated Palestinian land. In

addition, the most prominent plant production is the cultivation of trees (Cappellazzi 2012).

According to the Ministry of Agriculture and the Palestinian Central Bureau of Statistics (PCBS) in
2010, the total area of agricultural land in 2010 was 1,207,061 dunam (120,706 hectare). Production
of vegetables accounts for 65% of total agricultural production in the West Bank. The crops that are
mostly planted are tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplants, squash, sweet pepper, and green beans. On the
other hand, 9.9% of the total agricultural land in the West Bank is utilized for fruits, with citrus fruits,
almonds, dates, guava, and grapes being the predominant crops (The Applied Research Institute -

Jerusalem 2015).

The West Bank is now divided into three parts (Areas A, B, and C). Area C includes more than 61%

of the West Bank and is under complete Israeli control for security purposes. Area C includes the
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most fertile agricultural areas (United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs

2012).

The agricultural sector is regarded as the main source of income for many Palestinian households,
especially with the prevalence of family farming and family-based production (Cappellazzi 2012), and
accounts for 11.5-13.4% of the Palestinian labor force (ARIJ 2015). Agriculture was considered a last
resort for people who had lost their employment following Israeli measures (FAO 2011). It is
considered the main employer in rural communities and has experienced an upward trend following
events of the 2000 Intifada (Palestinian uprising) until now. For instance, subsistence farming is a key
characteristic of agricultural activity in Palestine, as more than half of plant and livestock production

goes towards domestic consumption, and only 20% for direct sale (Cappellazzi 2012).

As for agricultural trade, 90% of Palestinian exports are to Israel, and 80% of Israeli imports are to
the Palestinian Territories, creating a complex interdependence with detrimental effects on the
Palestinian agricultural sector. A primary reason for Palestine’s dependence on Israel regarding
agricultural trade is the lack of export market access for Palestinian goods in addition to Israel’s

restriction of flow of goods from abroad (Cappellazzi 2012).

As for institutional mechanisms related to agriculture, the first agricultural law enacted by the
Palestinian Authority in 2003 was for the creation of a Farmers’ Compensation Fund. More efforts to
develop strategies to stimulate agricultural growth and promote the cultivation of crops have always

been neglected due to limited budget and lack of financial support to the agricultural sector.

2.1.2. Challenges
Trends show that the Palestinian agricultural sector has been most affected by the Israeli occupation.
The agricultural sector lags behind that of nearby countries. For instance, the average yield in the

Palestinian Territories is half that in Jordan and 43% of the yield in Israel (UNCTD 2015). Why is that



CEU eTD Collection

the case, considering that the three countries have similar geographic and climatic conditions? The
gap may be argued to be a result of poor access to land and water by Palestinian farmers, low rates of
fertilization, restricted marketing conditions, and limited integration with the rest of the economy.
Such challenges primarily affect Palestinian farmers’ livelihoods, making it more difficult to remain

farmers and gain a fair income.

To begin with, the political conflict is considered the most critical of the challenges facing the
Palestinian agricultural sector. Such challenges are characterized by the Israeli practices of land
confiscation, control over water resources, restrictions on product transport between different areas
within Palestine as well as access to international markets (ARI] 2015). Restrictions also include Israeli
closure policies, construction of the Separation wall, checkpoints, the blockade on the Gaza Strip, and
the permit system to move in/out of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. As a result, this led to
Palestinians being denied their right to access agricultural areas and restrictions on the transport of
products in and out of Palestine (FAO 2011). Israel has control over more than 82% of water
resources in Palestinian Territories. Thus, water resources available for agriculture are limited to
groundwater pumped to wells or used through springs (ARIJ 2015). Furthermore, due to family
inheritance, the land ownership system, and Israeli land confiscation policies, agricultural land in the
Palestinian territories is constantly decreasing and increasingly fragmented (Cappellazzi 2012). In fact,
throughout the years of Israeli occupation, the Palestinian agricultural sector’s shares declined from
more than one third of the GDP before 1976, to around 20-25% in 1996, following the colonization
of the West Bank, to 3.9% in 2014 (Abu Awwad 2016). Such issues cleatly affect farmers’ livelihoods

as well.

In addition to challenges caused by the political conflict, climate change is directly affecting agricultural

production rates. Changes and fluctuations in rainfall and droughts have increased the risk of investing
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in the agricultural sector (ARIJ 2015). However, water scarcity remains to be one of the main
environmental challenges facing Palestinian agriculture, as the key water sources in Palestine are the
Jordan River, springs, and groundwater, which are shared with and controlled by Israel (UNCTD
2015). Ecological considerations and challenges are hence pertinent to the circulation of FT olive oil,

as will be further discussed in chapters five and six.

In addition to the limited agricultural land available to Palestinians, increased competition between
farmers over the land reduced the chances of women from receiving their shares, thereby reducing
their contribution to Palestinian agriculture (Abu Awwad 2016). Other challenges exist as well. For

instance, the sector suffers from limited budget allocation and donor agencies (ARI] 2015).

In summary, challenges can be classified into environmental and social challenges. Trade and transport
restrictions as well as restrictions on access to fertilizers and water resources have been regarded as
major impediments by the Israeli occupation to agricultural productivity in Palestine (FAO 2011)
(UNCTD 2015), signifying the political considerations of olive oil production in Palestine, which are
regarded as social challenges. Challenges pertaining to limited budget allocation, agro marketing
challenges, and inadequate infrastructure relate to Community FT discourse, as will be further
discussed in chapters five and six, and are also categorized as social challenges. Environmental
challenges mainly pertain to olive wastewater management (OWM) obstacles and those caused by
climate change, such as reduced rainfalls. These challenges shape companies’ motivations in
integrating F'T discourses into their olive oil production practices, as will be further discussed in this

study.

2.1.3. Future outlooks
Various studies confirm that with the removal of restrictions on the agricultural sectors regarding

unrestricted access to land, water, and markets, in addition to adequate investment in infrastructure,
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the Palestinian agricultural sector could see considerable expansion of irrigated land and increased
productivity (UNCTD 2015). Achieving a path of sustained growth not only requires an understanding
of the conditions that influenced its long-term development prospects, but also understanding how
conflict dynamics impact the value chain and the local economy (FAO 2011). In addition, traditional
ecological knowledge is mainly associated with women, as they usually transfer this knowledge to their
daughters. Thus, projects promoting gender equality among Palestinian enables increased agricultural

opportunities for women (FAO 2011).

Although organic production in the Arab world remains insignificant, the Palestinian Ministry of
Agriculture in cooperation with the Palestinian Agricultural Relied Committee (PARC) and the Arab
Agronomists Association is developing organic agriculture in the Palestinian Territories. Currently,
only 4.5% the fruitful rain-fed olives in Palestine constitutes as organic, but transformation to organic

farming is on the rise (Srouji 2012).

As mentioned, various challenges face the Palestinian agricultural sector. In order to overcome such
challenges and transform the sector towards more sustainable agriculture and higher food security,
more research is essential. The fact that Palestine remains an inadequately researched area, especially

when it comes to alternative agriculture, demonstrates the significance of this current study.

2.2. Olive Cultivation and Olive Qil Production
After providing a background for agriculture in Palestine, this section delves deeper into the olive oil
production in order to provide a basis for discussing Fairtrade in Palestine and the discourses

surrounding that.

2.2.1. Overview
Olive oil is an example of a product for which consumption is marked by local culture, as it is

characteristic of the diet and culture of the Mediterranean region (Dekhili and Sirieix 2011). The
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production of olives is now regarded as a booming industry across the world. But when did it all start?
Although the specific time and place of its first cultivation is unknown, it is estimated to have
happened during the Early Bronze Age or the Chalcolithic period somewhere in the Levant region. In
fact, the olive tree begins life at forty, and it is only after then that full production (up to 50 kg per
tree) can be expected. A smaller tree would normally produce 10 kg. Nowadays, the main consuming
countries are also the top olive oil producers, and are: Italy, Greece, Tunisia, and Turkey, producing

88.5% of the world’s production (Dekhili and Sirieix 2011).

2.2.2. Olive Oil Production in Palestine
In Palestine, traces of the olive tree in the land date back to 800 B.C. The olive tree is a prominent
character of the mountainous regions in the West Bank, and olive oil is regarded as an integral part of
the Palestinian diet (Abufarha 2008). In the West Bank, nearly half (47.1%) of total agricultural land
in the West Bank is utilized for the cultivation of fruitful olive trees, most of which are rain-fed

(UNOCHA 2012).

2.2.2.1. The Importance of Olive Oil in Palestinian Culture
One would not be able to visit a Palestinian home that is not stocked with enough olive oil for the
year until the next harvest season. In addition, maintenance of olive trees is part of the daily activities
and social life of an olive farmer family. Olives are usually grown on terraces that encircle the
mountains and hills (Abufarha 2008). The setting of olive trees usually requires traditional framing
methods. The harvest is considered a communal affair, as the whole family with friends gather and

help each other in the harvest season.

“For much of the villager communities in the West Bank olive oil constitutes economic security. The
harvest times are very joyous days in the Palestinian village. Palestinians await the fresh oil, and it is felt
most intimately in the experience of eating zeit ifghish with hot bread. For the children it is a time to
collect additional change as they scatter across the olive orchards to collect leftover olives missed by olive
pickers to sell to the olive press keepers to buy their own special treats. These conditions help maintain
the antiquity of the farming practice and keep traditional ways of living alive in the face of modernity. The

11
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olive tree symbol emphasizes traditions, community, connection with past Palestinian life in Palestine, and
an example of the persistence of Palestinian life as un-ruined nationhood” (Abufarha 2008 p.355).
As well-described by Abufarha, the olive tree carries deeper meaning for Palestinians, as it became a
component of the student movement that emerged in the 1970s-1980s as a form of resistance under
Israeli occupation. It evolved to become a crucial element in Palestinian literature, poetry, and
nationalism. Most importantly, it became an element of national expression and a way to signify
Palestinians’ bond with the land and community, which is also exemplified in collective farming

(Abufarha 2008).

The olive tree carries another meaning as well. It is common for a 75-year-old Palestinian farmer to
plant olive trees, fully aware that it will take eight years to generate produce, but rather plants them
for his children. This implies that a notion of sustainability and transitive reciprocity is shared amongst
Palestinians, as olive trees bond past and future generations (Abufarha 2008). Meneley reiterates and
develops on the link between olive oil and Palestinian culture by discussing the discourses surrounding
Palestinian extra-virgin olive oil (2011). As such, she argues that by drawing on international
discourses, Palestinian companies emphasize a discourse of producing ‘quality goods’, to gain
international recognition of their product. Yet they also aim to expand from the ‘quality’ discourse to
include the spacio-politics of “Palestinian food” and discourses of ‘taste’, ultimately marking their

products as ‘taste of solidarity’ with Palestine (Meneley 2014).

Olive oil in Palestine has become a commodity for expressing solidarity with the Palestinian farmers’
struggles to make a living in harsh political conditions. Values related to the concept of Fairtrade are

thus common through the circulation of Palestinian olive oil to international markets.
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2.2.2.2. From Staple to a Luxury Commodity
After the 2™ Intifada (Palestinian apprising) in 2000, a form of re-ruralization of Palestine became
evident, as people started to think of olive oil as a potential export commodity. As such, several olive
oil cooperatives were established to produce extra-virgin olive oil for export to abroad (Meneley 2011).
Such revitalization of the olive oil industry served as a way of providing meaningful work to
Palestinians after they lost their jobs, provide them with enough income to stay on their land, and
alleviate boredom due to checkpoints and curfews imposed by the Israeli army (Meneley 2008).
Agricultural cooperatives were founded that aim to support Palestinians’ claim to the land and that
olive trees are distinctively Palestinian, with oil being evidence of their tending of the land for centuries

(Meneley 2011).

Traditionally, Palestinians prefer olive oil to be of a thick-dark consistency, which is of high acidity
and not extra-virgin. Nevertheless, as a result of exporting olive oil, the requirement of extra-virgin
entailed transformation of traditional olive oil production practices (Meneley 2014). For instance,
instead of using sticks for harvesting, farmers are encouraged to handpick olives and use jute bags
instead of plastic bags. In turn, this would prevent the process of fermentation and bruising of olives,
which are cause for high acidity oil and higher quantity oil. In that sense, Palestinian olive oil was
transformed from a peasant staple to an elite luxury good for export (Meneley 2014). Imported olive
oil from Palestine thus represents a form of solidarity with ‘aesthetic discourses of distinction’

(Meneley 2011).

Olive oil production in the West Bank is estimated to be 127.7 tons per month (ARIJ 2015) This
demonstrates the importance of olive cultivation and olive oil production in Palestinian livelihood, for

olive oil production contributes to 28.7% of the agriculture’s domestic income (Al-Khatib et al. 2005).
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Currently, there are nine companies that export olive oil, that of which four specialize in FT (El-Jazairi

2010).

2.2.2.3.Challenges

Many structural challenges facing olive cultivation exist. Settler violence (from Israeli settlements),
experienced by farmers in the West Bank during the olive harvesting seasons makes an event that is
oftentimes considered a traditional family event much more dangerous (El-Jazairi 2010). Additionally,
similar to challenges to agriculture in Palestine, farmers have restricted access to their land and olive
trees due to settlements, outposts, closed military areas, military bases, and bypass roads (El-Jazairi

2010). Social and political challenges hence appear to be the most prominent.

Political challenges pertaining to the construction of the separation wall has also led to the loss of
approximately one million olive trees, as they were caught in the Seam Zone. The wall has also cut
many farmers off from water resources essential to ensure the production of their olive groves.
However, most of the olive trees in the West Bank are rain fed, making farmers particularly vulnerable
to drought (El-Jazairi 2010). For olive oil, its quality and market value decrease in the heat and sun.
However, the unpredictability of the Israeli checkpoints distorts this, making it more difficult to export
olive oil that is of high quality (Meneley 2008). As explained by Meneley: “Though Palestinians’
agricultural labor has been revalued when bottled as extra virgin olive oil, it can also be cheapened by
“occupation time,” as Palestinians attempt to distribute their oil to global consumers” (Meneley 2008,
20). Hence, one should keep in mind that the context of the production of Palestinian olive oil -
including the properties, material and symbolic value — largely influence the possibilities of its

circulation.

A global problem facing the olive industry is OWM. Currently, there are no appropriate method for

treating OWM in Palestine, as it is mostly disposed of in sewage systems or discharged into water
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streams and valleys, leading to the disruption of biological activities in domestic wastewater ponds.
Since it poses a threat to surface and groundwater, proper treatment of olive wastewater is vital and

urgent (El-Khatib et al. 2005).

As is the case for most agriproducts in Palestine, olive oil has restricted access to international as well
as regional markets due to restrictions on transport. In addition to market access struggles, there has
also been a decline in local olive oil consumption, accompanied by the increase in the use of imported
corn and sunflower oils. This is argued to be a direct result of price considerations following increased

production costs and efforts for Palestinian olive farmers (El-Jazairi 2010).

Such issues related to structural challenges, and ones raised by Israeli authorities, serve as a premise
to investigate the motivations behind Palestinian agri-food companies in exporting their FT olive oil

products to international markets despite numerous challenges.

2.3. Sustainable Agriculture
It’s pertinent to understand the themes considered under sustainability and sustainable development.
As Strong (1997) points out, sustainable development stresses the importance of environmental
quality and the conservation of natural assets (Strong 1997). As for sustainable agriculture, it is an
umbrella concept, which refers to a method of farming that mimics natural ecosystems (Gomiero et
al. 2012). Under this domain, other definitions are classified under it, such as agroecology- which is a
holistic study of agroecosystems including all the environmental and human elements (Francis and
Porter 2011), low-input, and organic agriculture. Sustainable agriculture aims to integrate ecological
and biological processes, such as nitrogen fixation and nutrient cycling into the food production
process, minimize the use of non-renewable inputs, and integrate local farmers’ skills and knowledge

(Gomiero et al. 2012). In order to understand ecological considerations involved in FT discourses,
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this section discusses the different concepts related to sustainable agriculture, along a continuum from

conventional to organic agriculture.

2.3.1. Conventional Agriculture
Following the Green Revolution and EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) seeking to promote
agricultural modernization in the last thirty to forty years, the conventional farming system was
advanced. This modernization project, which is motivated by food insufficiency, was strongly
supported through subsidies and price interventions. As follows, technological innovations, such as
the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, mechanization and irrigation systems, the intensification
of animal production practices, and monocultures became the new norm in agricultural practices. The
food production system was hence characterized highly specialized, capital intensive, large-scaled and
market-oriented (Mancini 2013) . Thus, conventional agriculture is characterized by relying on fossil
fuels as a primary source of energy, synthetic chemical fertilizers and pesticides, as opposed on relying
on manure, compost, rotations, and cover crops as sources of nutrients. The level of biodiversity can

be categorized as low, with monoculture crops and two-year rotations (Francis and Porter 2011).

2.3.2. Traditional Agriculture
Traditional agriculture refers to subsistence, small-scale commercial agriculture, and the use of
traditional farming tools such as the hoe and animal traction to prepare land before cultivation. It
naturally follows that household members are the farm labor, with men performing the manual work,
and women in charge of planting, weeding, and harvesting. Agricultural practices include
intercropping and crop rotation with common crops. 