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Abstract 

Pacific region of Colombia is characterized for the exuberance and abundance of 

natural and mineral resources, lack of infrastructure, history of massacre and slavery. 

This region is inhabit for afrocolombian people, according to the 2005 General Census 

more than the 90% of people are self-recognized as Afro-descendent (DANE,2005).1 

According to the law 70 of 1993, black, afro communities are recognized and their 

territories in the rural areas of the rivers and the Pacific basin as Collective Territories of 

Black Communities (TCCN), where communities are organized according to their own 

traditional ways of production, cultural practices and collective rights of property. This 

area has been subject of conflicts, struggles for the defense of territory, focus of 

extractive,mining projects from multinational corporations, and the presence of illegal 

armed groups in conflict with drug cartels for the control of territories for the export of 

cocaine through the Port of Buenaventura. This research proposes to move beyond the 

understanding of necropolitics understood as regime determined by raced, but also 

including the gender as a dispositive of control in these scenarios. In this matter, the 

research would include feminist’s scholar and a intersectional analysis of the conflict, 

understanding the conflict and necropolitical spaces as gendered spaces. The design of 

the research would be anchored to the concept of necropolitics and all the 

manifestations of necropower proposed by Mbembe (2003), exploring in this sense in a 

parallel the study case with the theoretical framework and the concept of War 

                                                 
1
 DANE- National Administrative Department of Statistics (2005). Estructura y composición demográfica 

de la población [Dataset]. Retrieved May 5, 2019, from http://sige.dane.gov.co/atlasestadistico/ 
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machines( Mbembe,2003) (Deleuze-Guattari,1980) to interpreted the connections and 

incorporation of new technologies and practices to kill in the particular area of the 

pacific, taking into account that cultural and religious syncretism play a key role for the 

creation of military strategies Buenaventura. By doing this analysis, I concluded that in 

the city of Buenaventura exists a shared sovereignty among the different armed actor 

and Colombian government, characterized as war machines.  
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Introduction 

Sin Territorio, no hay vida/ Without territory, there is no life. 

 

In Colombia we have a saying: in the Pacific it always rains, it never clears up  as a 

way to imply that there is always a storm happening. It always rains water, blood or bullets.  

It is an area of Biodiversity, humid forest, with a never clear up, a port of slaves, exit of drug 

trafficking, center of corruption, cradle of palenques, cimarrones and Community Councils, a 

place where the Atrato River meets the Pacific Ocean, a meeting of Calima´s and Wounan 

with cimarrones. It is a battle field for military forces, drug traffickers, paramilitaries and 

guerrillas. It is also a place of struggle and resistance from the colony until today, where 

women are still braiding their hairs inscribing the paths to liberty, where the dead are never 

gone because we live, worship, talk, and work with our ancestors. It is still the place where 

our navels are. The Pacific region is diverse in each of its aspects, from its history to the 

ecosystem and its struggles. I can only imagine it as a giant living territory/organism where 

its inhabitants coexist in continuous struggle between modernity/capitalism vs 

ancestrality/decoloniality since the colonization of America.  

Buenaventura has historically been a center of receipt and flow of people, goods, and 

merchandise. It is characterized for being a peripheral city, in the biogeographic pacific 

region and surrounded by a treasure in terms of biodiversity, mineral resources and timber for 

export. Paradoxically, it is also marked by its colonial past, by political and economic 

exclusion in a centralized and primarily racist country. Since 2000, waves of violence have 

become common in the region, accompanied by the withdrawal of the FARC-EP and the 

taking over of territory by the AUC, specifically the Calima Bloc, in association with drug 

trafficking networks. In this context of struggles for territorial control, corruption, and shared 
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sovereignty, systems of territorial control were strengthened through the production or 

exposure to death by different actors involved in the Colombian Internal Armed Conflict. 

In this research I analyze the context of the Buenaventura region framing it through my own 

positionality as a white - latinx feminist activist, and in response to the consolidation of a 

long process of field work with displaced black communities in Colombia since 2012. My 

aim is to answer the questions that emerged during this process about the possibilities of ally 

ship and decolonial praxis within academia. In this sense, this analysis is an effort to carry out 

an analytical exercise integrating decolonial methods/process on my theoretical reflections, 

which are the methods of the academia which I feel more suitable to interpret the knowledge 

and experiences from the communities I worked with. With the engaging of decolonial 

methods, I explore and problematize my positionality (in terms of race and class) and the 

possibilities of ally ship with the people that was involved in the building of my current 

academic and theoretical reflections. As latina, I decide to engage my research on decolonial 

critique, as product of the need to decolonize the Eurocentric epistemology that disregard the 

localize knowledge, putting in central role the research, reflections and perspectives from 

ethnic/ racialize communities, thinkers above western scholars. (Grosfoguel, 2011). 

Following the critics of Grosfoguel (2011) this research work tries to commit itself to having 

in the center of the theoretical and methodological chapter, Latin American scholar with a 

decolonial perspective 

Thereafter, in this study, by taking into account matters of race and coloniality, I show that 

both elements are essential for a comprehensive understanding of the social and economic 

conditions of Buenaventura and the region, and the way the internal armed conflict manifests 

itself. Through the analytical categories of necropolitics and war machines I explain how the 

state and different actors of the conflict interacts, expanding the pre-existence literature that 
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only pointed out the absence of the state and a failed governability in the region. By using 

both categories, I show that the state is, in fact, exercising a particular sovereignty, in 

collaboration, cooptation and/or competence with the armed groups: the state is acting as a 

war machine for the production of necropolitics. Moreover, I incorporate the gender 

dimension into the category of necropolities, which is crucial for understanding the 

intersectionality between race and gender in the production of necropower.  

This thesis is composed of two analytical chapters. The first chapter will analyze the 

administration of death as a device of control, terror and expression of sovereignty in the 

specific case of Buenaventura, on the Pacific coast of Colombia, using the concept of 

necropolitics (Mbembe,2011). The second chapter of this thesis is concerned with the 

political potentialities of mourning on non-human identities. The goal of the chapter aims to 

contribute to broadening the interpretation on what is grieveable (Butler, 2004) by integrating 

decolonial perspective to the political praxis and scholar analysis on this topic. 
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Chapter I: Coloniality and Necropolitics as framework to 
understand Colombian internal Conflict.  

Theoretical Framework 

This research analyze the production of death, using the concept of Necropolitics developed 

by Mbembe (2011) as means to exercise sovereignty and territorial control in Buenaventura. I 

argue that instead of a crisis of governmentality or crisis of sovereignty from the Colombian 

State (represented by Army Forces, legislative and executive bodies) the situation is a shared 

sovereignty held and produced by AUC; FARC-EP, Military Forces and Drug Cartels, 

defining these as war machines. This analysis is built upon a decolonial reading of the 

contemporary political context of Colombia, specifically on Buenaventura moving forward 

from current literature on conflict that define the internal armed conflict in Colombia as 

crisis/absence of the state, to engage with decolonial analysis of the reproduction of other 

kinds of power sustained by racial hierarchies and modernity, and the of the actions of these 

actors/war machines on black communities
2
 of Buenaventura. I include literature on the 

intersection of gender and race from the perspective of feminist scholar’s center on the 

gendered and racialized identities constructed within context of armed conflict. For doing 

this, I use feminist IR scholars and their conceptualizations on this categories to support the 

analysis on the gendered and racial dimension of the conflict in Colombia.  

My theoretical analysis is based on the reflections on post and decolonial theories developed 

by Latin American scholars after the decade of 1980´s. This analysis is built on the debates 

around race, modernity, knowledge production, and the use of Eurocentric epistemologies of 

modern/colonial project from a post /decolonial perspective.
3
 The structure of this chapter 

offers an overview of the theoretical debates in academia where I can connect the categories 

                                                 
2
 According to Law 70/1993, were black communities and their ethnic rights are recognized, defines Black 

Community as:  “It is the set of families of Afro-Colombian descent that have their own culture, share a history 

and have their own traditions and customs within the a territorie-inhabited, which reveal and conserve an 

awareness of identity that distinguish them from other ethnic groups” 
3
The use of decolonial theories to analyze the study case, also allows me to stress and build the reflections 

around the category of the self and we, to include the Non-Human as an intrinsic part of the self and grief. 
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of race/gender/coloniality that allow me to analyze the manifestation of necropower in a 

racialized and post-colonial context, having a decolonial and feminist methodology of 

analysis.  

 Post colonialism and the “Decolonial turn” in Latin American 
Academia 

Postcoloniality as a concept / category has raised debates around its definition as a geo-

political category, a theoretical approach, and the way it has been knotted within particular 

historical facts of Coloniality. Postcolonial studies were born in specific contexts and 

historical moments of emancipation of countries that were under the British Empire.
4
 In Latin 

American context the term postcoloniality has been coined by scholars along with the critics 

of modernity. Scholars such as Mignolo (1997) problematized the use of this category or 

concept, proposing instead to understand postcoloniality or postcolonial locus as a group of 

theoretical practices that arises as a response to the context of colonial epistemic heritage in 

the space between Eurocentric project of modernity and contra-modern colonial narratives. 

(Mignolo, 1997 pag: 2). It is important to point out, that the decolonial turn among Latin 

American scholars (Quijano, Mignolo, Dussel, Moraña; 2008) emerged from postcolonial 

theories, as a response to addressed the particular contexts of emancipation
5
 and mestizaje 

(mixture)
6
 of  Latin America inside the academia.  

The group called “decolonial turn” or “decoloniality of power” represented by Castro-

Gomez, Dussel, Quijano and Maldonado centered their analysis on the critiques of coloniality 

                                                 
4
 Nevertheless, both theoretical approaches born from different historic and political contexts, there is an 

important meeting point and is the critique of modernity and the colonial heritage that justified the world order, 

or how Quijano defines: “the Coloniality Power”. 
5
 Moraña (2008) offers a broad analysis on the differences and particularities on the Latin American process of 

emancipation. 
6
 Mestizaje is understood as the mixture between indigenous, African and European during the Colony. This 

term is often used to describe the historical process that took place in America that led to its current racial and 

cultural configuration. Peter Wade (1997; 2002) problematize the concept of mestizaje (mixture) in Colombia, 

as a nationalist ideology, that historically have seek to homogenize and reproduce racism and exclusion. For 

Wade, (2003) to understand mestizaje in Colombia, is needed to frame it on political and economic hierarchies, 

as well racial hierarchies.  
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and modernity in contemporary Latin America, offering a nuanced analysis on the process of 

ethnic and cultural mestizaje after emancipation.
 7

In this sense, Dussel (2018), argued that the 

subordination of Latin America from Spain, formed a pervasive logic that has overarched the 

foundations of the epistemic, cultural and political system of contemporary Latin America.
8
 

Quijano (2008) addressed that race has been central for the consolidation of colonial powers 

within modernity and eurocentrism. According to Quijano and Dussel (2008) power 

conditions have been based on colonial logics, supported by hierarchical distributions of the 

populations attending the race category.
 9 

The axis of race has been a central element to 

classify and exert colonial power, linking modernity with race and capitalism and the modern 

expressions of oppression, as dispossession and extractive economies.
10

 

Catherine Walsh (2018) considers decoloniality as a perspective, stance, proposition of tough, 

analysis, sense, making, doing, feeling, action, praxis and, overall, as a way of doing relational praxis 

and knowledge, from situated knowledges, embodiments and territories. For this research I engaged 

with decoloniality as method: a way of praxis within academia. Especifically for the purpose 

of this research, the analysis of Mignolo (2000) and Maldonado (2016) are central in the 

problematization of the impact and motives of war to particular racialized bodies and 

ecosystems, linking power and knowledge within post-colonial settings. These analysis have 

                                                 
7
 This arrangement of authors, is taken from the categorization made by Santiago Castro-Gomez (2007) and 

John Beverley (2002) where the distinction and relation among subaltern studies, postcolonial theory and 

decolonial theory for the case of Latin American context is broadly explain. Specially the debates and 

discrepancies among these theories. Beverley and Castro-Gomez, offer a deep analysis on the discrepancies 

referring to the role of Marxism in the positionality of subaltern studies and the epistemic differences between 

postcolonial scholar and subaltern’s scholars. Specifically the concept of Coloniality of power and epistemic 

dimension of Coloniality in this context, reflecting on  Coloniality not only as a politic/economic feature, but as 

epistemic, discursive and symbolic system that give place to the configuration of modernity based in 

Eurocentric model of world and knowledge, creating here geospatial and racial hierarchies in the world, creating 

modern subaltern. (Castro-Gomez, Beverley)  
8
 On the creation of modernity in terms of temporality and conjunction with Hispanic-America and class system, 

in contrast with Wallerstein hypothesis, there is plenty of debate and elaboration from Dussel and Mignolo that I 

won’t go further in this research. Castro-Gomez offer a revision of this debate on his text compiled on the book 

“Coloniality at large”(2008) 
9
 According to the debates from Moraña ,Dussell, Quijano (2018,Pag 194) , the category of race its theoretical 

construction exists since the colonization of America, as a divisive element between the conqueror and 

argument for the claim of superior political subjects and epistemological discourses.  
10

 This issue is address also by feminist scholar in the area of IR and conflict studies.   
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been also built upon of the post-colonial critique of modernity, modern state and Coloniality 

in which Eurocentrism and European superiority was consolidated after the conquest of Latin 

America. These studies allows the identification of the pervasiveness of colonial dynamics in 

contemporaneous conflicts and its analysis as as consequence of the colony.
11

 I locate myself 

in the specific intersection of the theoretical reflection on race, colonial matrix of power and 

the role of modernity in the access and defense of the land/territories. I refer this research as a 

decolonial method, following the proposals of Walsh and Dussel, not as a paradigm but as a 

way of doing, thinking, and reflecting, as a process of understanding, embodied and 

understanding the other, from the shared emotive experiences, where sharing knowledge 

constitutes itself a space of resistance. According to Maldonado (2016, Page, 10), 

decoloniality or decolonial praxis in the academia should be configured as an exercise to 

build a counter-discourse, and other ways to narrate the world that do not contribute to the 

existing matrix of power.   

Latin American scholars (Mignolo, Moraña, 1999; Dusell, Russell) critically analyze the 

cultural, political systems of symbolic domination that are still present in Latin America, as 

result of Coloniality and Eurocentrism. Introducing debates around modernity, 

enlightenment, the establishment of logic of evolutionism, lineal history towards Eurocentric 

ideas of progress Moraña (2008) highlighted the relationship between modernity and 

violence, as intertwined in the history of Latin America. Anibal Quijano and Dussel, 

specifically  problematized the relation between Coloniality, production of knowledge and 

political/economic power, approaching this critique by proposing methodologies and 

                                                 
11

 Quijano has argued that there is not a breakthrough in this colonial matrix of power, part of this analysis would be located in that critique 

of the pervasiveness of the colonial matrix of power and the racial hierarchies from Coloniality/colonial period. 

 

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



8 

 

reflections on how to decolonize knowledge production and calling to a decolonial praxis on 

academia.
12

 

The decolonial turn group, Quijano, Mignolo, Dussel, Moraña and Grosfoguel make 

important contributions to this debate linking race, modernity and coloniality
13

 in Latin 

America, problematizing the pervasive colonial power in the political, cultural and 

epistemological spheres of knowledge production in Latin America and the need to 

decolonize knowledge. Quijano (2008) argues that race is central for the consolidation of 

colonial power in modernity and eurocentrism. In this sense, Quijano and Dussel (2008) 

power conditions are currently based on colonial logic, supported by the hierarchical 

distribution of the populations attending the race category.
 14

Also working as  a means for the 

consolidation of the modern project of globalization, were the axis of race is a central element 

to classify and exert colonial power, linking modernity with race and capitalism and the 

modern expressions of oppression, as dispossession and extractive economies.
15

 

The group of Latin American scholars consisting of Quijano, Mignolo, Moraña, Dussel 

introduced the “decolonial turn”, not as a discipline but as a process after the debates raised 

by scholars in the postcolonial theory on the relationship between modernity/coloniality and 

eurocentrism.   From this perspective and method, I build the analysis on the production of 

necropower  

                                                 
12

 From this theoretical debates I would try to build my analysis and engagement with the sources, taking into 

account  decolonial methods and critiques in how colonial history have affected the narratives and construction 

of history (Quijano, Moraña, Dussel, 2008). 
13

 Coloniality understood as concept from decolonial/post-colonial theories, which links the theoretical debate 

on modernity, according to Mignolo (2018). The term Coloniality would be used in this text referring to this 

relationship between modernity and the decolonial approach in the Latin American context. 
14

 According to the debates from Moraña ,Dussell, Quijano (2018,Pag 194) , the category of race its theoretical 

construction exists since the colonization of America, as a divisive element between the conqueror and 

argument for the claim of superior political subjects and epistemological discourses.  
15

 This issue is address also by feminist scholar in the area of IR and conflict studies.   
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Decolonial feminist as method 

Taking into account my own positionality within the studies case and the subject, I engaged 

with decolonial feminism and intersectionality as methodology tools to analyze the 

differential impacts of conflict on gendered bodies and racialized bodies. I analyze how t 

repertoires of violence trough is produce necropower affect and are oriented to harm 

specifically ethnic communities and women as strategy of war.  Also, I engaged with analysis 

from feminist studies from International Relations discipline as Lauren Wilcox(, to try to 

highlight the gendered identities created inside the conflict by the different armed actors, as 

part of the strategies of violence against communities, where race and hierarchical 

relationship are “gendered” by the military/violent actions of this actors.  

Nevertheless, I take distance from conceptualization around gender violence or gender 

discrimination based on gender as analytical category (Scott,1986), or particular features of 

weakness or biological characteristics constructed socially (Garcia, 2002). Considering that 

the process of socialization and construction of gender in this case are traversed by race, 

ethnicity and Coloniality. In this order, I will use an intersectional approach to understand 

how gender and gendered identities is used.  As I will demonstrated on the analysis, gendered 

identities are central on the develop of strategies and terror techniques. Feminist analysis of 

Wilcox (2.009) of conflict feed this research to interpreted the role of gender and how is 

perceived and used for deploy of military and terror strategies and how help to enable 

sovereignty, territorial control and crimes again cultural/spiritual practices to ethnic 

communities.  

In order to analyze the repertories of violence described and the direct affectation of afro 

Colombian women and the communities by extension, I anchored my analytical perspective 

on feminist analysis of conflict. This perspective will help me to analyze how the process of 
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“othering” , dehumanizing,  and feminization of the communities is deploy as necropower, 

for the weakening of the social and spiritual community structure of afro Colombian 

populations. (Wilcox, 2009) 

The critiques on modernity and coloniality integrated here, are interpreted trough the critical 

perspectives of post structural feminism to help to understand how the category of gender has 

been constructed in this particular context. Specially, because women in the context have 

been at the center of the violence, but not only as victims. Women have taken a central role 

on process of resistance, territorial defense and political grass root organization, this political 

dynamics respond to cultural imaginaries of gender and territory. On this intersection, is 

where decolonial methodology are fruitful to understand this study case, while integrating 

postcolonial critiques to analyze the effects of Coloniality, modernity and race on the 

construction of Nation-State, strategies of violence and securitization of bodies and spaces, 

like Buenaventura. To understand and analyze the effects of conflict as gendered violence is 

needed to analyze gender as a non-western category, but as a local interpretation of 

gender/women/feminine subjects.    

Implications of Decolonial Theory on knowledge 

production: My positionality, goals and methods. 

This thesis was born out of the process of feeling, seeing, living, asking, and listening in the 

Tongas made by Afro-Colombian organizations in which I had the opportunity to 

participate.
16

 Said (1994) introduces a central reflection for the debate on decoloniality in 

Latin America ( Santiago-Gomez) on the Eurocentric approach on sciences and discourses, 

                                                 
16

 The term Tonga is part of the legacy inherited by African cultures, particularly that of the Bantu people, whose mother tongue is the 

Kilóngo and who, like the minga, barter and changed hands are part of the ancestral practices of labor of the Afro-descendant communities . 

These are constituted as ancestral methodologies of black-Afro-Colombian communities, rescued and empowered from different educational 
and political scenarios as a meeting of friends and friends for joint work. The Tongas have as an intention a solidarity articulation where 

each participant is linked from their knowledge, possibilities and capacities to consolidate a common goal. This term was coined and 

appropriated by afro Colombian activist as their figure, and place of meeting. (Extract from an internal text from AFRODES) 
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giving place to a Eurocentric epistemologies and disregarding other locals forms of 

knowledges and narratives, labelling this as premodern, backwards, primitive or as traditional 

as meaning magical/esoteric, non-rational. The establishment of Eurocentric epistemic as the 

only one valid and desirable as synonym of development, imposed a lineal way of 

understanding history and the creation of knowledge, and legitimate this power relationship 

in Latin America. Said´s reflection on the link between power, Eurocentric episteme/ 

enlightenment and knowledge in the establishment of modern colonialism in Latin America. 

Said´s argument on the ontological creation of modernity trough Coloniality and 

colonialism
17

, and the implications for the subaltern, pheriferic and local knowledges was 

central in the decolonial turn among Latin American scholars. From this reflections Latin 

American scholars tackled the cornerstone of modern project and the decolonial scholar 

centered their critique in the epistemic dimension of Eurocentric tough and coloniality in the 

Latin American case (Dussel, Castro-Gomez, Fals-Borda). The importance of building upon 

these reflections and assuming a positionality as a decolonial scholar has not only epistemic 

implications. Returning to Escobar, modernity in our context has represented the semiotic 

transformation of our history, the adoption of a vision of history and development that today 

directly intervene in how we describe our reality, we relate to nature and above all how to 

domesticate the social / political and economic relations for the imposition of neoliberal 

economic models (Lander, 2000). Reflecting from a decolonial perspective on the 

humanitarian intervention, the development discourse is crucial to understand the conflict in 

Colombia, as well as the peace process and reparation measures during the post-conflict 

period. 

As part of the development of the analysis of this research, I will aim to problematized how 

the citizenship of Afro-Colombians has been constructed, from a decolonial perspective. This 

                                                 
17

 Coloniality refers to epistomological expropiation, and colonialism to economic and land expropiation.( Said, 

1994) 
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will be, analyze the construction of the “other”, that allowed their physical elimination and 

expropriation of their lands. The debates on the subjective construction (Castro-Gomez, Said) 

of the other, from the colonizer or logics of Eurocentric epistemic domination, have been 

definitive in the relations of power and sovereignty exercised over these territories. In the 

case of the possibilities of enunciating oneself as a locus of enunciation, and claiming the 

rights of self-determination of their territories and their bodies, as constituent elements of 

colonial power in Colombia and in the Pacific Biogeographical. 

As Arturo Escobar (2008) points out in his work on the Colombian Pacific Bio -Geografic, 

with residents and activists, there is a struggle and critics around the knowledge production 

methods. I encounter myself in a blurry line between academia and activism, especially in 

terms of sources, research methods and knowledge production/ discourses and perspectives of 

my analysis. That been said, this research project attends and includes in every step the 

reflections and non-scholar production from the activists, communities that I worked during 

these years.  The information gathered for the realization of this research combines data from 

reports from the Research centers, NGO, News, State Reports and non-scholar reports from 

National NGO´s.  CNMH, Office of the Ombudsman, Reports from International 

Humanitarian organizations like Human Right Watch,  National NGO and Research centers 

as CODHES, PCN – Proceso Comunidades Negras, UNCHR, UN Women, WOLA The 

qualitative information was obtained from workshops, field work, personal testimonies and 

personal interviews conducted with women from Afrodes in Buenaventura, Bogota, and 

Tumaco. Also, telephone interviews with Luz Marina Becerra, national spokerwomen from 

La Comadre and Charo Mina Rojas from PCN- Proceso Comunidades Negras.  

This research is trace as an oral history exercise, in a common thread that has been building 

on the exercise of listening testimonies trough the last five years. While the interviews on 
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which many of these reflections are born are not included literally here, because it would be a 

methodological effort that exceeds the capabilities and scope of this research if they are the 

backbone of the reflections conceived in this work
18

.  

This research actively engages with school and non-school sources, as an exercise to 

decolonize the way in which the sources for research work are tartar. The criteria for 

choosing the reports on which the investigation rests is defined by three reasons, I have 

chosen the reports of two organizations in particular due to the closeness with the material, 

the organizations and the investigations that fed these investigations. In second place are 

reports of organizations with strong technical capacity that have allowed them to collect long 

field work. Thirdly, I am choosing reports that have served as advocacy tools, although do 

not count with a wide circulation some of those reports are public, and have served as a 

response to the State's narratives, and in this case they support the creation of a counter-

discourse. Additionally, it is necessary to clarify that I have had access to these public reports 

and also to restrict or reserved access reports (such as those of the Constitutional Court and 

the Victims Unit in the case of the report for the FUD) due to my own work with this 

organizations on the field which allowed me to access to be reserved information.  

How can I read the territory? 

As Lugones (2010) asserts the hierarchy division between the human and the non- human, are 

part of the heritage of Coloniality and modernity, as an imposition of the western 

Anthropocene. This division started in the colonization itself and determine now how we can 

                                                 
18

 This part of the research with this organization was made in a context of deep nuances in the relation between the organization, 

cooperation agencies and the State. Colombia it’s now in  a Post Conflict process, negotiating transitional justice mechanisms. The research 

project on the field started in 2013, since then I have conduct more than 500 individual interviews and approximately 50 workshops with 20-

25 assistant per session,  in 14 cities (Cartagena, Quibdo, Tumaco, Buenaventura, Bogota, Villavicencio, Santa Marta, Riohacha, 
Bucaramanga, Barranbermeja, Medellin, Soacha, Monteria, Apartado). The research and the interviews conducted were compiled for the 

purposes of strategic litigation. Big part of the reflections born while the process of making the first report to the Colombian Constitutional 

Court, in order to demand the State the recognition of Sex Violence as a crime within the Armed Conflict, then is issued the Auto 009/2015.  

 

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



14 

 

related in legal and theoretical terms to the territory. For this research this critical reflection 

of the dichotomy human-non human, would be central to analyze the possibilities in one hand 

of mourning, and legal reparation of victims, when the victim is claimed to be the territory 

itself, a non-human identity, that under the Cosmo vision of afro-colombian communities 

cannot be separated from the self/ human. For this section, I build on the reflections made by 

Mignolo (1997), and try to distance myself to western- modern rationality, to include the 

emotive process to define territory, instead I will do a de-colonial reading, where the 

knowledge about what is the territory, and the role and identity of the territory for the 

community. After carrying out this process, I can begin to wonder how the colonial heritage 

and modernity in these racialized and gendered identities and territories work and the 

implications for the production of necropolitics. 

From Biopolitics to Necropolitics 

Foucault on his conceptualization on biopower, tries to analyze and describe how State 

trough welfare policies are administrating and controlling life and the production of life, 

taking distance from the study from the exercise of sovereign power. Further on, Agamben, 

on his work Homo sacer(1995), takes on this concept and reintroduce sovereignty as an 

element of analysis.  Agamben, introduce here the concept “bare life”, signaling another form 

of exercise of sovereign power over bodies. Moving further Agamben conceptualize 

sovereign power not only as the capacity of held rights but to the paradoxical status of been 

exposed the sovereign power expressed through violence. By integrating biopower to the 

analysis of sovereign power Agamben, analyzes the logics of biopower and sovereignty that 

allows and created bare life, instead of study the mechanism of administrating and controlling 

biological/scientific procedures of producing life.  
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Moving forward the theorization on Biopolitics, I will center my analysis using the term 

coined by Mbembe. The term Necropolitics, was introduce by the postcolonial philosopher 

Mbembe, and offers a complementary interpretation to biopolitics, focusing in politics as 

work and administration of death. This concept introduces new elements to understand the 

role of State on the expression of sovereignty and the effects of Coloniality, overarching his 

analysis beyond contemporary politics to colonialism. This concept result useful to analyze 

the nuance and expressions of conflict on racialized bodies, as the study case of this research. 

Necropolitics emerge from postcolonial critique on Eurocentrism and Coloniality as 

explicative element of contemporary violence on specific territories and bodies, constructed 

under the colonial project of modernity. Mbembe, move further from the concept of 

biopolitics of Foucault, integrating in the analysis of dispositives of power the effect of 

Coloniality in post-colonial settings. Its important to contextualize the  concept of 

necropolitics, and how is engaging with the scholarly debates on the concepts of sovereignty, 

terror, state of exception, and politics as form of war from Harendt, Foucault and Agamben. 

In this scholarly debates and a context of international military occupation from the US on 

Irak and Afghanistan, Mbembe propose a reflection on the academic debate
19

 on the colonial 

traces on the administration of sovereignty and justification of international occupation. This 

concept results fruitful for my research in the way that is contesting concepts of sovereignty 

and state of exception from modernity and proposes to integrate more tactile “foundational” 

categories as life and death. Mbembe articulate his analysis on the link between biopower, 

sovereignty and state of exception to answer how the right to kill, who is been killed and the 

role of life, and death in specific bodies and context. Mbembe tries to explain how is 

configured the state and the enemy under racial hierarchies product of post Coloniality, 

stressing and broadening the analytical category of biopower to understand sovereignty as 

                                                 
19

 Is important at the moment of reflecting and Reading Mbembe´s text to place the text in the context where is 

produce and presented. As well the political context where is writen, on the year 2003. 
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right to kill. Mbembe focus his analysis on sovereignty in a context of modernity logics, and 

where expressions of sovereignty where the “central project is not the struggle for autonomy 

but the generalized instrumentalization of human existence and the material destruction of 

human bodies and populations” (Mbembe, 2011, 14). Mbembe gather theorization of 

Bataille, Hegel and Agamben to define politics as work of death, further on build on the work 

of Foucault to define sovereignty as the right to kill, relating biopower (Foucault) and state of 

exception and state of siege, and how this works to legitimize the right to kill and construct 

the enemy. According to Foucault, biopower acts as the medium to define who must live and 

must live. Mbembe, instead will focus in the right to kill or  who is exposed to death as 

definition of necropower, taking distance from Foucault´s conceptualization of biopower. Is 

important to point out that the racism as regulator of death on Foucault economy of biopower, 

is integrated to Mbembe analysis.   

Mbembe on his work Necropolitics (2011), move forward from the concept of biopower, 

offering and  alternative concept to explain and defined sovereignty in postcolonial states, as 

the sovereign right to kill. In this sense Mbembe argue that politics become necropolitics or 

politics as work of death, linking with the existence of state of siege and state of emergency 

as normal, according to the author a permanent normalize state of exception is needed for the 

production of necropower. This research proposes to move beyond the understanding of 

necropolitics understood as regime determined by raced, but also including the gender as a 

dispositive of control in these scenarios. In this matter, the research would include feminist’s 

scholar and a intersectional analysis of the conflict, understanding the conflict and 

necropolitical spaces as gendered spaces. The design of the research would be anchored to 

the concept of necropolitics and all the manifestations of necropower proposed by Mbembe 

(2003), exploring in this sense in a parallel the study case with the theoretical framework and 

the concept of War machines( Mbembe,2003) (Deleuze-Guattari,1980) to interpreted the 
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connections and incorporation of new technologies and practices to kill in the particular area 

of the pacific, taking into account that cultural and religious syncretism play a key role for the 

creation of military strategies in Buenaventura. 
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Chapter II: Background and sociopolitical context 
of Buenaventura 

Colombia was in an internal armed conflict for the last 50 years, until the Peace Agreement in 

2016. In 1964, the Internal armed conflict between the Colombian State and the 

Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – FARC EP (Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de 

Colombia) – started, been the oldest conflict in the continent. According to independent 

researchs, in (year), the number of internal displaced victims in Colombia was 7.712.506
20

 

people, and most of these victims were rural women from ethnic minorities. In 2012, the 

peace negotiation started with the dialogues at Havana between delegates of the National 

Government, chaired by President Juan Manuel Santos, and delegates of the leftist guerrilla 

FARC-EP with the mutual decision to end the conflict. Finally, in 2016, the General 

Agreement for the Termination of the Conflict and the Building of a Stable and Lasting Peace 

was signed with the presence of national witnesses and delegates of the Republic of Cuba and 

the Kingdom of Norway, who also served as witnesses, and who, since then, settled the 

process as guarantor countries.
21

  

This thesis is framed between 2002-2010, period in which Alvaro Uribe Velez was president 

of Colombia and that precedes the peace negotiation. This period was characterized by an 

increase on the militarization of the State and the military budge, with a discourse of 

securitization of the conflict and the ethnic communities. Uribe Velez promoted his 

Democratic Security Policy, supported in part by the “Plan Colombia”. Plan Colombia is a 

bilateral agreement between the governments of Colombia and the United States since 1999 

                                                 
20

 Source: CODHES- Consultoria para los Derechos Humanos. 
21

 As a result of a strong opposition from the Right-wing parties in Colombia, the Agreement was subjected to 

public consultation in the terms of a plebiscite (October 2016), with a result in the polls that showed the 

prevalence of the “No” against the sign of this Peace agreement versus the “yes” meaning the recognition of the 

peace agreement and the recognition of peace as fundamental right. After this plebiscite, substantial changes 

were introduced in the final agreement related with questions of security, gender, participation, and 

rural/agricultural reforms. 
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with the goals of “generating a social and economic revitalization, ending the armed conflict 

in Colombia, and creating an anti-narcotics strategy”. “Between 2000 and 2005, Washington 

disbursed almost 3,896 million dollars to Bogotá (approximately 75% in military-police aid, 

and the rest in socio-economic aid), increased its presence in the country with 800 military 

personnel and 600 private contractors, and converted Colombia in the fifth world aid 

recipient after Iraq, Afghanistan, Israel and Egypt” (Tokatlián & Revista Semana, 2011). 

This Policy brought changes in the National Development Plan, National Budget, and new 

legislation related to the creation of incentives through directives directed to Generals of high 

rank of the National Army of Colombia, requiring for the military forces to show an increase 

on the casualties or “positives” on the elimination of the FARC-EP. According to a recent 

investigation by the Public Prosecutor's Office, there were around 3,600 extrajudicial 

executions between 2002 and 2008, the period between the first and the second term of 

former President Álvaro Uribe (ElPaisInternacional, 2019). During the period of 2003-2006 

(or as it is mentioned in this research period after demobilization), paramilitary groups were 

very active and worked in close link with security State forces and politicians, according to 

the World Report 2018 from HRW. The presidential term of Uribe Velez was characterized 

by the national scandal of “parapolitica”, extrajudicial executions from State security forces, 

electoral fraud in 2002 and 2006 elections, interceptions of communications to journalists and 

politicians from the left parties and opposition, infiltrations to the DAS (Administrative 

Department of Security) by paramilitary groups, escalation of conflict and violent 

reclamation and control over new territories from the AUC (Autodefensas Unidas de 

Colombia), right wing paramilitary group. According to HRW (2018), in June 2017, Santiago 

Uribe (brother of former President Alvaro Uribe) went to trial for murder and conspiracy for 

his role in the right wing paramilitary group “The 12 Apostles” during the decade of 1990s. 

In the same report is highlighted that “From 2006 through August 2015, 63 legislators were 
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convicted of crimes related to ‘parapolitics’”. It’s important to notice that the legislators 

prosecuted were part of the party of Uribe Veles. According to Semana (2011), 35% of the 

Congress was controlled by paramilitary forces and the head of the Secret Police was also 

linked with paramilitary groups during this period 

Study Case: Buenaventura 

This research focus on the dynamics of conflict on the city of Buenaventura,and For the 

purposes of this research the area of  the municipality of Buenaventura would be understood 

as the  urban and rural area  of Anchicayá, Raposo, Yurumanguí River, Bajo San Juan, Bajo 

Calima and Naya.  

This research focuses on the dynamics of the conflict in Buenaventura, a Colombia city 

located on the coast of the region of Pacific Biogeographic. This region is characterized by 

the conjunction of dynamics from a triad of Coloniality, biodiversity, and race/racism that 

have marked the history and expressions of conflict on this region of Colombia
22

. The 

Colombian Biogeographic Pacific Region has vast natural, hydric and mining resources with 

a geographic strategic location, having the main port of exit to the Pacific Ocean. 

Buenaventura has the main port of Colombia, which mobilizes 44% of the total trade inflow 

of Colombia (SPR, 2005), and approximately 80% of the coffee that is exported from 

Colombia. Moreover, it is the main port for the export of illegal drugs and it is constantly 

targeted by paramilitary groups, leftist guerrillas and drug cartels with the aim of controlling 

the narcotrafic. Buenaventura is defined as a sanctuary of biodiversity, fauna, flora, minerals 

resources, and national natural reservoirs where 79% of their ecosystems have not been 

transformed and have been declared as protected areas for conservation (Ombudsman, 2016). 

The region is one of the areas of “mega biodiversity in the planet” (Restrepo, 1993), mining 

focus, and development and extractive economy projects. Nevertheless, is characterized by 

the lack of infrastructure and State presence. Some scholars explain this lack of attention on 

the region through the prominence of drug trafficking, violence and colonial heritage
23

 

                                                 
22

 Pardo (2001), Restrepo (2007) and Escobar (2008) study and analyze the effects of colonization on the 

contemporary Pacific region. Bonet and Meisel (2006) offer an analysis on the relationship between the 

biogeographic characteristics of the Pacific Region and the colonial past. They consider the economic 

development of this region in relation with others of the country. 
23

 The stablishing of the port since colonization hasn’t seen as a place for the establishment of a city, because of 

the humid weather and conditions. But more as military fort, port of slaves landing and entrance to the continent 

with the goal of continuing with colonization (Perez, 2007).   
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(Perez, 2007). The rich biodiversity, strategic location, and State neglection create a 'breeding 

ground' for illegal and armed conflict aiming the control, sovereignty and ownership over this 

territory. As I will present in this thesis, these particularities of lack of state attention are 

consequence of these factors, but also need to be framed in context of decolonial 

interpretations and specific ways of exercising sovereignty – in this case through necropower.  

 

Demographics and ethnic rights in Buenaventura 

Buenaventura is populated mainly by Afro-Colombian and indigenous population with 

81.83% of the population self-recognized as Negro, mulato or Afro-Colombian (DANE, 

2005) and 11.60% recognized as indigenous
24

. This demographic organization on the 

geographic distribution and assignment of territories of Black Communities and Community 

Councils by the Law 70/1993. The historical ethnic configuration of the territory is the back 

bone of the discourse, history and political demands of the political-grassroots Afro-

Colombian Movement. According to Pardo (2001) and Restrepo (2013), there was a process 

of ethnicization during the decade of 199025. On this decade, ethnic associations of Afro-

Colombian and indigenous communities started an intense period of social mobilization and 

advocacy. The agenda of the ethnic political movement since the decade of 1990 was focused 

on positioning their own ontological perspective of the territory, knowledge production, 

environmental protection and the recognition of the Pacific bio-geographic as an autonomous 

and multiethnic territory (Escobar, 2018). Social movements and academics introduced a 

decolonial critique on the epistemological approach to territory and culture. This critique also 

legitimizes a shared Cosmovision/worldview among ethnic communities in their use and 

relationship with the territory that is specific to their culture. The defenses of this worldviews 

are at the center of the political resistance in Colombia for overcoming Coloniality and the 

Eurocentric-modern idea of territory. Escobar& Restrepo(2008) have wrote extensively on 

this matter and introduced the critique on modernity/Coloniality on the development and 

process of globalization that the Pacific region has been subjected to. 

                                                 
24

 This interaction and shared ancestral territories where the majorities are ethnic communities is a particular 

feature of this area of Colombia. Because of the slave trade, mestizaje and resistance, this area became the 

cradle of the first settlements of “cimarrones” or freed slaves. Also, is the place of the recognition of the first 

Community Council and land registration as collective properties and ancestral territories of Afro-Colombian 

communities under special jurisdiction, process that took place in the 1990s. 
25

 I refer to the work of these two authors in particular because they integrated in their analysis and narratives 

the stories and reflections from the grassroots organization that were part of the process of consolidation of the 

Law 70/1993. Peter Wade (1993) was the author providing an account of the history of the Afro-Colombians 

movement as a political movement.  
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In legal terms, the biggest achievement of the Afro-Colombian movement in the 90´s was the 

release of the Law 70/1993 in which the Colombian State recognized Afro-Colombian 

population as subjects of ethnic rights
26

. This law granted the principles of self-determination, 

political specific rights and institutions to govern and administrate their territories, and the 

recognition of collective property of the territories inhabited by Afro-Colombian 

communities. Also, it stablished a mechanism of obligatory prior consultation of the State 

with the community before making any decision, like mining licensing, infrastructure 

projects or any kind of intervention of the territories recognized as property of Afro-

Colombian communities or Community Councils of Black Communities. This legal 

development has been a watershed for the physical and cultural survival of Afro-Colombian 

communities and the defense of their territories. Sadly, these particularities have been an 

entry point on the development of repertories of violence and strategies to create terror.   

 

The  particularity on the demographics, socio cultural and spiritual relation, occupation and 

defense of the territory has been central on the political agendas, processes of resistance and 

defense of the environment and traditional ways of production, such as agriculture, traditional 

fishery that are vital for the maintenance and survival of these communities. This process of 

recognition of collective territories, and the autonomy of the afro communities to decide on 

their territories created tensions and a violent response from illegal armed groups, military 

forces, and policies from the Colombian State that wanted to control this lands for 

development projects, mining, drug trafficking or industrial farming. Other authors, as 

Montañez & Delgado (1998), pointed put that the pacific region is now witnessing how a law 

intended to guarantee sustainability, biodiversity conservation, and protection of ethnic 

communities on ancestral soil, actually it is playing against the interest of armed groups and 

creating what Oslender (2004) called “Terror Geographies”. Oslender (2004) signals that 

“…in the face of inactivity and total paralysis of the Colombian State actors, we are 

witnessing a constant re-mapping of territorialities and borders in the Pacific. The territorial 

control of the armed actors inhibits the local communities to affirm their territoriality 

guaranteed in the legislation, but subverted in real life. Thus, an effect of de-territorialization 

                                                 
26

 The premises of this legal development equating Afro-Colombian communities to ethnic subjects are in the 

ILO C-169 (Arocha, 2004), which brought the legal tools for the defense of their culture and ethnic rights as 

tribal people with a particular worldview or “cosmovision”.  
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of black communities is occurring, which occurs as a result of a geography of changing 

power [...] characterized by inequality, fragmentation, tension and conflict” Oslender (2004) 

 

As Oslender, Restrepo & Rojas (2004) point out, the irony of what was seen as a watershed 

in terms of ethnic legislation and, in theory, guaranteed the sovereignty on the collective 

territories of the afro Colombian communities of the Pacific Region, it turned out putting the 

communities at risk. 

“…just when they receive the legal recognition of being the ancestral owners of the lands of the Pacific 

(previously considered as 'baldías' or wastelands by the Colombian State), they have been subjected to 

processes of de-territorialization when they are violently displaced from their lands by the different armed 

actors that have come to unleash the war, now also in the Colombian Pacific” (Restrepo & Rojas, 2004) 

 

Socioeconomic characteristics of Buenaventura: 

According to the last census (Dane, 2005) and the National Homes Survey, in Buenaventura 

(based on incomes) the poverty rate was 80.6%, with 43.5% in extreme poverty or indigence. 

development model that this text is criticizing. I introduce this number to stablish a broad 

overview of the conditions of population in Buenaventura in relation with other regions of 

Colombia. Also, since I am trying to analyze State policies in this section, is fruitful to 

include the data upon which these policies are been design. I consider the comparison of this 

section is useful for analytical terms, to understand how state policies affect or benefit 

populations in a differential way in the matter of access to basic rights. The  Poverty 

measures according to the NBI (Unsatisfied Basic Needs Index) yielded that 62.7% of 

inhabitant were living in poverty. Moreover, 38% of the population does not count with any 

kind of health service (Governacion, 2007). On the matter of guarantee of basic services by 

the State, Buenaventura only presents 75.9% of coverage on access to clean water, and there 

is 59.6% of infrastructure of sewerage
27

. On the area of education, basic and elementary 

school reach an 86% of access. Nevertheless, the number for technical education only reach 

                                                 
27

 According to national census (DANE, 2005), the coverage percentage in Buenaventura is lower than the 

departmental average that is above 90% in coverage of basic services. 
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23% and 49% in secondary education with very low quality programs
28

. The socio economic 

conditions of the population of Buenaventura are in general below the national average. It is a 

city with critical levels of inequalities, insecurity and impoverishment with lack of State 

attention. These inequalities are part of the common popular narrative that see the pacific 

region as backwards, peripheral and valueless, even among public discourses from politicians 

and deputies.  

Buenaventura is a peripheral city, whose socioeconomic characteristics of unemployment, 

poverty and inequality can be analyzed under the racial system that sustains it, and the 

construction of the Pacific Region as a peripheral area of Colombia. Also, there is an implicit 

racial discrimination in the assignment of jobs in the city as well as a concentration of wealth 

on the white/mestizo population and settlers in the region. Observatory of Racial 

Discrimination in Bogota, conducted a statistical and experimental economy study and 

stablished “that race is the factor that most strongly affects the probability of a positive 

response to a job application” and concluded that “having an Afro-descendant phenotype 

significantly decreases the chances of getting a job interview, while having a white phenotype 

increases them considerably”. (ODR, 2013) 

The Trap of Mechanisms of Political Representation for Afro-

Colombian 

The Law 70 of 1993, in its article 66, defined a special circumscription for black 

communities (Comunidades negras) that would ensure two (2) seats for members of black 

communities in the House of Representatives.However, this article was declared 

unconstitutional by the Constitutional Court in the sentence C-484 of 1996 due to procedural 
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 According to the SABER test, that aim to evaluate the capacities of students in different grade (7,9 grade), the 

scores on basic and mid school were below the national average and, according to the ICFES test, 68% of the 

schools score as low performance. Also, the levels of mortality for malnutrition were of 9% vs. 4% of the 

regional average, and 26% of perinatal mortality. 
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faults. Thanks to the Law 649 of 200, there was correct regulation and implementation of the 

Article 176 of the Colombian Political Constitution of 1991, setting the procedures of 

implementation for the elections of representatives of the special circumscription of black 

communities in Colombia. Since then, the only legal requirement for running for these seats 

as Congressman is to have the endorsement from a NGO, Foundation, or civic organization 

self-recognized as Afro-Colombian Nevertheless, according to MAPP-OEA (2010), there is a 

persistent perverse dynamic where instead of creating more representation for the Afro-

Colombian communities, corrupt candidates with not real affiliation to afro communities are 

taking over the seats on Congress. Research from MAPP OEA (2010) and reports from local 

news media (ADN, El Pais) denounced that the candidates were taking the seats in name of 

the Afro-Colombian communities, but they did not have relations or belong to the 

communities. Instead, they have nexus with paramilitary groups and drug trafficking 

networks.
29

 In the same direction, the political party that claim to be representing the 

afrocolombian/black communities “AFROVIDES” disappeared after numerous accusations 

for fraud, nexus with paramilitaries, and drug trafficking cartels.  

For the last decades it has been observed how these organizations use the special ethnic 

legislation on their own interest, creating a political party, AFROVIDES
30

, that, as Duque 

(2015) claims, it was a “manufacturer” of fraudulent or unlawful political endorsements, 

using the space of participation of afro-black communities in a legislative body. This 

institutional framework of electoral fraud favoring political groups with the help of right 

wing paramilitary groups resulted in the denial of political representation of the black 

communities. In this scenario, the vehicle for political representation of ethnic minorities 

                                                 
29

 Mapp-OEA reported on that year that “what seems to have happened in these elections is that the mafia and 

the paramilitaries snatched from the black communities the two seats of their representation in Congress”. 
30

 According to a report published by La Silla Vacía & Medina Uribe 2011, the candidates of this party counted 

with criminal investigations. Yahir Acuña is under investigation for nexus with paramilitary and “parapolitica” 

and Robert Jimenez, with origin in an already prosecuted family of paramilitary leaders, is included in the 

Clinton List (Specially Designated Narcotics Traffickers of SDNT list). 
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ended been instrumentalized and integrated as part of the “political machinery” of 

paramilitary groups in Colombia (El Tiempo, 2010). According to civic organizations and 

independent researchers (Prensa Rural & Cassianni, 2010), the process of election in 2010 

was irregular and illegal it was proved to be the consolidation of the political power of right 

wing paramilitary groups in Colombia. At the moment of inscription of candidates, and the 

support of paramilitary groups co-opting votes by force, with terror and in some regions, 

buying votes by paramilitary groups and pork-barrel politics. Another dimension of the 

irregularities of this elections that also happen on the elections on 2014, was the irregular 

assignation of endorsement from NGO of recent creation to cover illegal activities. This 

political Party worked as platform to fulfill the procedure of having endorsement from an afro 

Colombian organization, on this grey area of the law candidates that are perceived (and are 

define on the public sphere) as White were claiming to be self-recognized as culturally black 

or afro Colombian (BBC Mundo & Wallace, 2014). This grey area on the law of special 

jurisdiction and also in the methods or discourse around ethnicity in Colombia has played on 

favor of White/mestizo population to take over spaces of ethnic minorities.  Adding a new 

layer to the denial of rights and diminution of the citizenship of the communities, reducing 

the identity or citizenship of the Afro-Colombian communities to bare life (Agamben, 1998) 

in terms of participation, recognition of citizenship and political representation for decision-

making. 

Negligence, exclusion and impoverishment as State 

policies. 

The actions of the government in this case are not limited to the use of violence and 

production of necropower. Local and National executive Government create policies and 

promote Development Plans that work as technologies of biopolitics. The actions of the State 
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through this development policy are key to understand the creation of politics of death in 

Buenaventura. These policies create a legal and political framework that negate access to 

right and justice while deepening the conditions of disadvantage and pauperization. I argue 

that the State, through these policies, development plans, actions or negligence, is actually 

enabling the weakening of the population, creating the conditions that enable and make 

possible the exercise of sovereignty of the war machines: impunity, weakening and silencing 

the Afro-Colombian population. 

These policies are framed in discourses of modernity, neoliberal models of development, 

intervention and enunciation of the communities as the “other” - backward other. The 

implementation of neoliberal policies in Colombia had devastating consequences in the 

population of Buenaventura. One of the most harmful State measures was the privatization of 

the Port of Buenaventura in 1991. This affected the city of Buenaventura in a crucial manner. 

According to activists and scholars (Perez, 2008; Bonilla, 2017), the privatization process 

caused a crisis of unemployment that inhabitants are suffering until today. During the period 

of analysis, the Policies and development strategies from National Government and Local 

Government were characterized by logics of the not recognition of the particularities of the 

ethnic communities and the imposition of models of development that do not take into 

account ethnics rights or respond to specific demands from communities or the inhabitants of 

Buenaventura. For example, the Development Plan of Buenaventura 2004-2007, presented by 

the Major Saulo Quiñones, defined territory as the “social, technical, economic and 

technological system that contains in a real or latent form the factors capable of causing its 

own development” (Buenaventura, 2004), which disavows the ethnic legal framework that 

protect ethnic communities. This policy erased from the public discourse any 

acknowledgement on the different forms of understanding territory and ethnic forms of 

organizing around ancestral and ethnic territories. In this logic of development, Presidency, 
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Planning Secretary and Departmental Governorship, promote projects framed on neoliberal 

model of development, extractive economy, and administration of life as biopolitical 

technology, transverse to racialized communities.  

These policies and interventions presented a threat to the exercise of the sovereign right of 

the communities over their lands, the ancestral and traditional ways of production and 

subsistence, which ended creating insecurity conditions, forced displacement, human rights 

violations and a space where war machines work in cooperation to exercise necropower, 

exposing entire communities to death.  The strategies from the State were the implementation 

and promotion of projects focused on large-scale palm oil cultivation and issues of mining 

license for international companies. The implementation of these policies and investments 

projects came on hand with alliances with the paramilitary group AUC with disastrous 

consequences. According to researcher Semillas, 2005, activist groups, reports from Incoder 

(2005), and the Ombudsman Office (Resolution 39, 2005) agro-industrial projects of palm oil 

on the region forced afro-Colombian communities to sell under pressure or displaced them 

from their territories because of threats from paramilitary groups, with deep impact on their 

culture and economic survival. Research and reports (Semillas, 2005) from this period linked 

paramilitary groups with Palm oil Companies that caused increments on the forced 

displacement. Nevertheless, in the area of Buenaventura, the principal dispute has been 

because of the control of the exits and routes that connect to sea outlets and with the Port, as 

well as the control of mineral resources (Dominguez, 2017). These dynamics of violence and 

terror occurred in the context of implementation of “mega-projects” of investment to enhance 

and expand Buenaventura´s Port, and the improvement of road infrastructure with the 

intention of captivating international inversion and more commercial flows on the Port. 

According to the Ombudsman's office (2016) and civil organizations, the implementation of 

these “mega projects” was accompanied by the collaboration of illegal groups, specifically in 
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the areas of Bajamar, Commune 6 and 12. This development of infrastructure projects has 

caused displacements (Ombudsman's, 2016). The State represented by the policies of 

development and investment projects on the region ended generating dynamics of 

dispossession, terror, violence and death. In this case, state policies and projects constituted 

neoliberal projects of development, and were designed in collusion with illegal armed groups.  

This particular intersection of policies, development and violence is a vehicle to implement 

State and private company projects. State (Local Government, Presidency, National 

Government) and paramilitary groups act as war machines in the methods and tactics to 

exercise territorial control, exceeding State law configuring dynamics of coexistence, and 

incorporation between state and illegal armies and supporting their actions on this matrix of 

biopolitical technologies. The final deployment of necropower in the development model is 

connected with political and international networks, creating what Mbembe define as enclave 

economies (2003, p. 33) where the control of the territory, extraction and mobilization of 

resources creates a space of necropolitics, that also ended merging with local political 

institutions. In this scenario, the links between political institutions (Mayors, City Hall, 

Development Secretary, Presidency), transnational companies, and paramilitaries groups are 

deeply tangled and pervasive, becoming a new interconnected way of sovereignty, territorial 

control and exploitation of resources. According to recent research (Taula Catalana per la Pau 

i els Drets Humans a Colòmbia, 2015), one of the cases of this intersection is the case of the 

Catalan Group Maritime TCB with their project TCBUEN container terminal, that have been 

influencing the POT- Plans of Territorial organization of Buenaventura on this period. This 

company started the implementation of the project “TCBUEN” without doing a previous 

consultation to the community, with the authorization of the Local and National Government. 

In 2005, on the Commune 5, in Punta del Este, took place the massacre of 12 youngsters, 

starting a context of intense violence by the AUC, with the assassination of one of the land 
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defenders of the area in 2007, and continuous violent homicides and forced displacement of 

inhabitant from the Commune 5. In this context, in 2007, TCBUEN started purchasing 

properties in this specific Commune 5 (populated by Afro-Colombians) and developed their 

infrastructure project. (This shared sovereignty through necropolitics the 

cooperative/competency relationship among actors-war machines. Nevertheless, this 

particular actions and policies create State actions/or omission create conditions that expose 

and reinforce the extreme vulnerability and conditions of exposure to death of the population 

in Buenaventura trough biopolitical policies). 

Reading the Pacific Biogeographic and Buenaventura from a 

decolonial perspective 

In the case of Latin America, the emancipation process from Spain was led by white/creole 

elites, who internalized and reproduced Eurocentric model of thought, religious beliefs and 

idea of State. Because of the political influence and role of white/creole elites during the 

eighteen century, Colombia presents a process of mestizaje and sociopolitical configuration 

that reproduces and preserves the racial hierarchies from Colonial times, which ascertain the 

kind of citizenship granted to ethnic communities until recently
31

. Due to this heritage, ethnic 

population is marked as "traditional, backwards, premodern or non-rational". This dynamic of 

mestizaje helps to build the grounds for the establishment of contemporary spaces of 

exclusion, peripherical regions – as the case of Region of Pacific Biogeographic –, 

condemned to be the black, salvage area of Colombia and marking the denial of the racialized 

other as equal in rights, in citizenship. In 2012, for example, the Deputy Rodrigo Mesa, in a 

                                                 
31

 Oslender, Wade, 1997, 2002 and Grosfugel, 2000 discussed broadly this process of emancipation lead by 

white elites and the reproduction of coloniality in a “postcolonial” or post-emancipation times in the case of 

Colombia and Latin America. 
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debate about investment on Education in the Assembly of Antioquia (El Espectador, 2012), 

publicly asserted: “The money you invest in Choco
32

 is like to perfume shit”  

The inclusion and acculturation of these values from enlightenment tradition and the 

Eurocentric discourses of development – as a linear and progressive process according to the 

dictates of the western/European development model – instead of seeking better living 

conditions, it reproduces inequitable relations of subordination maintained from the Colony 

and the post-independence (Quijano, Dussel, Lander). According to Dussel ( 1992), 

modernity and their effects remain until nowadays in Latin America. The colonial traits that 

came with its reflect and consequence of a long process of colonization, devastation, 

exploitation and cultural annihilation that give place to this transformation and finally 

assimilation of new ontologies and epistemological process based on Eurocentric/ colonial 

discourse. In this sense, the dynamics and the context analyzed here cannot be separated from 

this long process of colonization and establishment of racial hierarchies, and the imposition 

of development models and policies based on Eurocentric standards, which legitimize the 

context where the Colombian internal armed conflict takes place. These same hierarchies, 

reinforced through these ideas of modernity and racial hierarchies, support the state policies 

that make possible, legal and legitimate to expose racialized communities to death (Mbembe, 

2011). The decolonial scholars Dussel and Castro-Gomez conceive that there cannot be 

modernity without Coloniality and vice versa. This process of exploitation and expropriation 

of land exists within a political, ideological and historical framework of modern state in 

Colombia that justifies and allowes the reinforcement of sovereign power as elimination and 

subordination of the other, in this case the racialized “other”, in need of modernization. This 

discourse also present a new problematic in the context of post-conflict and peace 
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 Choco is the Department located at the north of the Pacific Region of Colombia.  
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intervention, where the idea in one hand of progress and development (Grosfoguel, 2000) is 

in the center on the policies, humanitarian and peacekeeping operations nowadays.  

Understanding this history has been fundamental to understand the processes of resistance, 

oppression and dispossession in contemporary Colombia, where the preservation of racial 

hierarchies and models of pre-capitalist production and exploitation are maintained. 
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Chapter III: Necropolitics as shared sovereignty in 
Buenaventura: the struggle for the territory 

"They (the government) decide who lives and who dies, who has a value and who does not, 

and we are clear that we are the ones that have to die, the afros" (Fragment interview to 

Charo Mina Rojas, PCN, May2019) 

The aim of this chapter is to analyze the actions, interactions and relations among the 

different actors in dispute for the territorial control on Buenaventura during the presidential 

terms of Alvaro Uribe Velez (2002-2006 and 2006-2010). I argue that illegal armed groups 

(AUC, FARC-EP),  Police, National Military Forces and drug cartels  behave and can be 

characterized as war machines, because of their goals and methods to exercise sovereignty as 

production of death/ necropower. The dynamics and expressions of necropower and 

production of disposable bodies are deeply co-interconnected and are consequence of the 

historical colonial order and racism of Colombia. Throughout this chapter I analyze these 

dynamic and in the final section, I also address the gender dimension of the production of 

death or necropolitics. To start, in the following section, I show how these different actors/ 

war machines are acting in the production of death using their own methods and techniques 

for creating death, disposable bodies, and ‘the enemy’; while expropriating and occupying 

this territory trough necropower-necropolitics 

For analytical purposes I divide the chapter in three sections. The first section focuses on the 

repertories of violence during the periods between 2002-2010. The second section, analyzes 

the internal armed conflict in the area of Buenaventura, as a space of the reproduction of 

necropolitics, focusing on the methods and techniques of production of death through the 

work of war machines on the territory. The last section of this chapter will analyze the gender 

dimension of the production of necropolitics in Buenaventura. 
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War machines in action: Repertories of violence between 

2002-2010 in Buenaventura 

 

During the decade of 1990, Buenaventura and the pacific region was controlled by the 

“Frente 30” of FARC-EP, developing specific military actions against forces of the State and 

local governments, and expanding their own mobiles units. Since then, there has been a 

dispute between right wing paramilitary’s forces (AUC), leftist guerrillas (FARC-EP), and 

the drug cartels that were financing both groups to guarantee access and control over routes 

for drug smuggling. In this period of time, the importance of securing the control over the 

pacific corridor and the Port of Buenaventura obeys to the context of War against drugs, and 

the enforcement of air and maritime traffic control that originated changes on the strategies to 

export cocaine from drug cartels. The focus of the operations in the port of the Pacific Ocean 

included control over the routes, over supply and processing facilities, the enforcement of 

traffic networks on the area and the development of new technologies for exporting drugs.
33

 

In the development of this new technologies and methods for producing and transporting 

drugs, the communities have been the most affected as victims of forced displacement, forced 

recruitment, and recruitment for the operation of the submarines or handcrafted semi-

submersibles. The operation of these semi-submersibles has been a tactic implemented 

widely in the last two decades, recruiting local fisherman’s from the area to operate this semi-

submersibles. The armed groups recruited local fisherman because they lacked of job 

opportunities, making them more vulnerable to agree to accept this kind of jobs as the only 

way of making money. Moreover, they were easier to coopt by threatening, kidnapping, and 
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 Since the 2000´s have been a raising on the develop of fleets of semi-submersibles boats and submarine 

property of FARC-EP, by drug cartels in Buenaventura(Emol,2011; ElTiempo,2008;RTVE,2008; 

ElEspectador,2008). 
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killing their families and because they had a close relationship to the ocean and the rivers, 

which made them more capable of sailing. In particular, local fishermen were recruited, 

killed, and send to die in the water because of the crimes against their bodies remained 

unpunished and armed groups enjoyed total impunity.  

In 2.000, along with the Pacific Bloc, the paramilitary “Calima Bloc” was created under the 

leadership of Herbert Garcia aka “H.H”
34

 with the intention to reclaim the control of the 

routes of transportation, the territories to stablish crops, and the processing facilities of 

cocaine, and to export cocaine from the Cauca to the Pacific. This new group established 

their arriving to the region with a massacre in the village of Sabaletas in 2.000 (ElEspectador, 

2014), and the massacre of Naya. Despite that the massacre of Naya did not took place on 

Buenaventura, but it was on the key point on the routes of exit to the port from other areas of 

production of drugs. Also, was one of the massacres on the region that marked the arrived of 

Calima Bloc and the means of the AUC. Affecting more directly ethnic communities and 

provoking the forced displacement of around 6.000. According to the free version of a 

excombatant Elsuar de Jesús Caro Higuita: “HH affirmed that the massacre was arranged 

with industrials and big landowners from the region(El Tiempo, 2012, June 20); On the other 

hand, from the free versions of postulates of Justice and Peace, it has been established that in 

this case there was participation by action and by omission of the public force, materialized in 

at least three ways (El País, 2011, 23 March: El País, 2011, March 25): 1) enabling the roads 

and lifting the respective checkpoints to ensure the mobility of the paramilitaries from 

Trujillo” (CNMH, ; 2) clearing specific areas or places for the arrival of paramilitaries” 

(CNMH, 2018) 

                                                 
34

 The Calima Bloc, was conformed at the beginning by militia groups from the region of Uraba and Cordobá 

from the Caribbean region of Colombia, which were the epicenters of the AUC. The national Ombudsman 

Office repeatedly reported that in the period of 2002-2004, process of recruitment and forced recruitment took 

place in the area of Buenaventura, and Valle del Cauca. Because of this particular dynamic, is been label as an 

“imported army” or “invader army”. Nevertheless, the reports on the number of members is no consistent 

because of the irregular character of the conflict and the group itself (report No. 2-Ombudsman Office,2018) 
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These massacres constituted a way of announcing their presence on the territory, warn the 

residents, and mark their territorial control trough terror. During the following years, from 

2.000 to 2.013, Buenaventura saw an escalation on violence, an increment of the presence of 

paramilitary groups, and an exacerbation of the effects of the internal armed conflict. This 

period was marked by the reconfiguration of the conflict due to the failed demobilisation 

process of paramilitaries groups in 2004. According to CNMH (2015, 2018) there are two 

periods of violence in Buenaventura. The first one is the “paramilitary violence” from 2.000 

to 2.004; and the second one which goes from 2.005 to 2.013 and is called a period of “post 

negotiation”. Each period showed use of specific repertories of violence, and mutation of the 

strategies of terror for the exercise of sovereignty and territorial control by paramilitary and 

State military forces. These repertories of violence and a necropower exerted over the 

population had the goal of controlling the territory. By using strategies of terror, weakening 

the population, and creating collective forced displacements, the biggest scourge was made to 

the ethnic communities, which have been uprooted from their ancestral territories, creating 

dispossession and exposing them to death. According to data from Ombudsman Office, in 

Buenaventura during the period of 2002-2005 the statistics on expulsion showed an 

increment of 693%, and increment of reception of 846%; and the period 2005-2010, the 

official number show increment on the average expulsion rate of 32.95%, and a  reduction on 

the reception rate to -4.67%. As the numbers show, there has been an intensive process of 

reconfiguration of the territories and occupation of the rural and urban areas of Buenaventura, 

caused by the internal armed conflict and the strategies of the AUC, targeted to generate 

territorial displacement of the communities.  

For analytical purposes, I pay attention to the actions and evidence between 2002-2010, 

referring to qualitative and quantitative data from CNMH (2015, 2018) PCN (2018, 

2019,2012) AFRODES ( 2012,2015), interviews, and my own research (2015,2017). In this 
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chapter, I describe the repertories of violence and terror developed in the two periods 

described above: the period of paramilitary violence, and the one of Post negotiation.
35

 I 

specifically focus on the dynamics producing necropower:
36

 territorial fragmentation, and 

terror as material and symbolic violence. 
37

 For the development of this analysis I focus on 

the characterization of the slaughter houses or casas de pique, because they represent clear 

examples of how race is interconnected with the production of necropower and the work of 

war machines. 

2002-2004: The period of paramilitary violence 

Territorial Control 

The arrival of the paramilitary groups, specifically the “Bloque Calima” and “Bloque 

Pacifico”, to the Pacific region was accompanied by a strategy of militarization of the rural 

and urban areas, where Police and paramilitaries worked together in the planning of the 

massacres as joint actions (Obdusman Office, 2018; CNMH, 2015). According to the 

narratives of ex-combatants, Police, Army and paramilitary sharing information, strategies, 

and before entering a new area/neighborhood the paramilitary groups were notifying the 

Police so they won’t encounter in cross fired. This strategies were revealed on the personal 

accounts provide during the process of “Version Libre” ( Free version). This was an option 

give to excombatients to provide an account of their actions during their time in the 

paramilitary forces in Exchange of a reduction of their sentence. It is worth noting that the 

dome of the Bloque commanders were ex-military (Police and Army) and ex-guerrilla (EPL 
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 This periodization were not only made by the CNMH, but is part of the general discurse find during the 

literature review and research. 
36

 I used these two categories of classification in order to make more clear the relationship between evidence and 

the term necropolitics, and coming back to Mbembe´s (2011) definition of necropower and the dynamics 

behind. 
37

 Considering that Buenaventura is populated mostly by Afro Colombian communities, the territorial 

fragmentation and damage have to be interpreted in two analytical categories: material and symbolic 

(Understood as mental, emotional, cultural and damage to ancestrally or spiritual spaces). 
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and FARC), specially from other regions of the country. (Ombudsman Office, 2018) On 

the initial years, Police and Military forces helped providing information about community 

leaders or citizens who made police reports or complains about actions or crimes perpetrated 

by paramilitaries. Eventually, this citizens were targeted and killed with total impunity and 

unpunishment of the paramilitaries. This collaboration strengthened the paramilitary strategy 

in their control over the territory of Buenaventura. The repertories of violence implemented 

by these groups were oriented to the generation of terror, forced displacement, territorial 

control and helped to render invisible the presence of the armed conflict.  

Casas de pique 

Interviewer: So, the goal was to generate terror? 

Interviewed: Generate terror, exactly. More than to recover drugs ( Fragment interview to a 

demobilized combatant  referring to the slaughter houses. From the Report of CNMH, 2015) 

The slaughterhouses or “casas de pique”
 38

 were established mostly during this period of 

paramilitary violence as a strategy of terror and creation of “geographies of terror” (Oslender, 

2004, 2008; CNMH, 2015). These places were abandoned or occupied houses, destined to 

dismember and torture people, as a particular terror strategy in Buenaventura. In one hand, 

the “Casas de Pique” were implemented for logistics reasons: the dismembered bodies were 

easy to transport, hide, and disappear.
39

 The disappearance of bodies was part of a strategy to 

make the conflict invisible to public opinion. By disappearing the bodies, the homicide rates 

of this period decreased, facilitating strategies of covering the conflict and violence of 

                                                 
38

 Researchers and media coverage (Kienyke,2018; ElEspectador, 2014; CNMH,2015, Corpades) this practice 

of torture and terror is particular of the paramilitary and drug trafficking groups, there is not register of casas de 

pique from FARC-EP or ELN. In my own experience working on the area is part of the popular knowledge that 

this is a strategy from paramilitary groups, also it has been in the social imaginary of the people I shared time 

with, as an institution of the paramilitary on the neighborhoods. Understood by inhabitants as the way of 

reclaiming the space from these groups.  
39

 According to multiple testimonies on the sources consulted, the method use was, after dismembered the 

bodies, the body parts were storage along with stone in separated plastic bags, then throw it into the sea or the 

swamps.  
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Buenaventura (Ombudsman Office, 2018; CNMH, 2015, 2019; El Espectador, 2014, 2017; 

KienyKe, 2012; CINEP, 2014, HRW, 2014). The symbolic use of the casas de pique, was 

part of the repertoires of violence aimed at creating psychological torture and 

deterritorialization. These installations of torture were simultaneously deploying various 

strategies to create an atmosphere of terror and fear. I group as it follows: 
40

 

1. Symbolic Deterritorialization-Terror Spaces: Taking into account the meaning of the 

territory for these communities, the implementation of casas de pique created new 

configuration of the territory and the spaces of collective cohabitation, affecting daily and 

spiritual practices. The transformation of the meaning of spaces to terror spaces caused a 

process of symbolic /mental/ material deterritorialization (CNMH,2015). 

2. Psychological torture: The exposition of death as something public, forced people to 

witness the killing of others in their own neighborhoods. The propagation of rumors, and the 

public appearances of perpetrators describing in detail how they were killing people in public 

spaces, increased the general fear. The goal of this practice was the creation of psychological 

torture and fear by exposing the violence as something visible and audible for the inhabitants. 

Moreover, by spreading body parts on rivers, shores and swamps, and creating what the 

communities called as “rivers of blood”, in relation to the high number of body parts that they 

tended to encounter in their daily routines, worked as a way of signaling the territorial control 

and/or warning the inhabitant of what they could face. These practices created a continuous 

atmosphere of fear in the communities and communicative systems of terror (CNMH, 2015). 

3. Sociocultural damage: It involved the transformation of customs, routines, and spaces. For 

the afrocolombian communities the rivers are a fundamental part of their cosmovision and 

                                                 
40

 I offer this aggrupation of strategies and mechanisms of terror, after the revision of the following sources: 

CNMH, 2015; Eltiempo,2017; ElEspectador,2014; Elespanol, 2016; NoticiasCaracol, NoticiasRCN, 

RevistaSemana,2018,2015,2015b, NewYorkTimes,2015; HRW,2014, 2015.  

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



40 

 

relation to their surroundings.
41

 By creating “rivers of blood”, and transforming the rivers and 

estuaries into open illegal cemeteries, the AUC in conjunction with the state military forces   

disrupted and broke the spiritual and sociocultural relationship of the community with the 

space. Nevertheless, local authorities are aware of the existence of this illegal cemeteries, 

there haven’t been actions on this matters, complementing the creation of spaces of terror, 

and affecting the process of mourning and memory of the inhabitant of Buenaventura, on a 

display of negligence and effort to hide and avoiding to addressed the conflict.  Also, they 

affected traditional ways of subsistence that historically have been based on artisanal fishery. 

On the other hand, mourning rituals, novenas, alabaos
42

, funeral services and the relationship 

with their dead was completely affected. These rituals represent a corner stone in the 

afrocolombian reproduction of social networks, kinship, ancestrality and reinforcement of 

historical and spiritual belonging with the territory. Dismembering and disappearing of 

bodies negated the possibility of traditional mourning processes, creating deep fractures in 

the social cultural, affective and spiritual networks that had held the communities together.
43

  

As said, the “casas de pique” were central in the strategies of producing terror, fear and 

territorial control. First, they worked as places for the processing and technification of the 

production of death in mass, and the claim of control over the neighborhoods.
44

 Moreover, 

they were used as a training and rite of passage of underage combatants, particularly to forced 

recruit minors. The exhibition of the instruments, methods, and places of torture have 

                                                 
41

 Oslender (2011; 2017) explain the relation of the afro Colombian communities on the Pacific, defining how 

the communities relate and understand the rivers, as integral part of the sociocultural system. Defining this as 

acuatic epistemologies. Also, Oslender (2011) define this aquatic space of rivers and swamps as an “ 

assembly of relationships that result of the entanglement of human beings with an aquatic environment - 

characterized by extensive networks of rivers, the rhythm of tides and labyrinthine mangroves - has 

impacted on the political organization of this movement”  
42

 On the pacific was custom to have a nine day funeral service, accompanied by singing traditional 

alabaos(funeral and praise songs) 
43

 A less documented reason for dismembering the bodies is the connection among animist religions  (such as 

Yoruba, and other practices of so called “witchcraft”) and the possibility of the families to mourn the bodies and 

trough this communication and this costume take revenge (Kienyke, 2015). 
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produced in the population a process of dispossession from their territories in a material and 

symbolic level. The population has been not only displaced or confined, but also their relation 

to their territories was drastically altered, in a re-signification of their neighborhoods as 

places of terror, fear and torture, and not anymore as their home.  

“The slaughter house, were spaces in which victims are tortured in the middle of the neighborhoods 

of the city, their inhabitants are forced to witness the murders and the dismemberment of people by 

the illegal armed groups, consolidating a scenario of collective torture” (CNMH, 2015 page 209) 

2005-2010: the period of post negotiation 

During this period the repertoires of violence changed. They went from a public exposure of 

death as a mean of geographic re organization, to the invisibilization of the conflict and the 

creation of new kind of geographic terror, characterized by what residents define as “invisible 

borders” (CNMH,2015, AFRODES,2012). After the desmobilization of the AUC and the 

enforcement of the “Democratic Security Plan”, the city went through a process of 

securitization and militarization. At the same time, FARC-EP started reclaiming again the 

control over the routes of smuggling drugs on the port. This generated the new configuration 

of “invisible borders” in which the city was fragmented, and every group was in constant 

battle for the domain of different neighborhood or communes. In this period, the techniques 

of terror were characterized by targeted and controlled massacres, with the intention to create 

new spatial configurations. The massacre of “los matachines” or the “punta del este” 

constituted a calculated and planned action to inflict terror and damage the whole community, 

placing the bodies of young afrocolombians as target and symbols of territorial control. In 

addition, in this period of post negotiation, the borders were created with physical bodies 

exposed to death. This dynamic caused and increment on the forced displacement of people 

who went from the rural areas to the urban area of Buenaventura, and forced intra-urban 
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displacement, where in most of the cases meant re-displacement. These displacements helped 

to the negation of the conflict, in which the legislation of that moment didn’t characterize or 

recognize intra-urban displacement as a damage product of the internal armed and didn´t 

allow citizens to start process of victim indenmization. 

This period was signed by the creation of spaces of armed violent confrontation in the city, 

forced confinement of the population in their houses, instauration of curfew, and a constant 

reconfiguration of the borders within the city. Finally, in this 2005-2010 period, the bodies of 

afro Colombians residents were used as means, strategy, target, and symbols of territorial 

control in the struggles for territorial control among FARC; AUC; military forces and drug 

cartels.  

Creation of the enmity on racialized bodies 

The AUC, as part of the repertories of violence implemented practices of forced recruitment 

to minors in Buenaventura. According to data from CNMH, children were recruited form a 

young age, to develop activities of helpers, messenger in carry on drugs at service of the 

microtrafic networks in the city. But, as part of the cycle of recruitment at the age of 14, the 

kids were forced to learn and dismember bodies from people of their own community, and 

engaged in practices of anthropophagy.
45

 This practices were a way of prove their loyalty and 

also as an exercise of construction of the enemy, after one person started this practice was 

automatically identified as the “other” within the community creating a deep fracture on the 

social structure of the community (CNMH,2018). Specially during the period of 

posnegotiation, the bodies of afrocolombians were continuously create as extension or 

representation of the enemy, depending on the street, neighborhood or commune from where 

                                                 
45

 This information can be found at CNMH reports from 2015,2018 and the report “Niños, niñas y adolescentes 

en busca de la Buena Ventura” (november 2013), War Child –WCH–, Fundescodes, Servicio Jesuita a 

Refugiados y COALICO. 
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the person were standing at the moment. This symbolic and material appropriation of the 

bodies of the inhabitant allow the exercise of physical elimination by all the actors involved, 

since they were represented as the enemy, the “other” and the physical frontier of the territory 

of each armed group became the bodies of the same combatants/members of the afro 

Colombian community. 

Shared sovereignty, cooperation, coexistence and competency 

between war machines 

 

State forces, the Presidency of Alvaro Uribe Velez and paramilitary groups, were one of the 

main actors in the area during this period and the ones responsible for most of the massive 

forced displacement, dispossession, massacres, human rights violations, environmental 

violations and crimes against culture and humanity in Buenaventura.
46

 The executive power, 

represented by the President, along with military forces, was at the center of the creation of a 

state of exception allowing the reproduction of necropolitics. During this period there was an 

escalation of conflict in the area expressed in torture, mass displacement, and consolidated 

territorial control by Illegal Paramilitary Groups, during the failed process of paramilitary 

demobilization of the AUC- Autodefensas Unidas de Colombia group in 2004.
47

 According 

to records of public hearings on the process of demobilization
48

 and reports of the CNMH 

(2012, 2015), during this period, central alliances were formed between drug cartels and 

paramilitaries groups. The character of this relationship between drug cartels and AUC 

                                                 
46

 The Ombudsman Office on 2016, release a report on the situation of human rights violations on 

Buenaventura, detailing the influence of AUC and Military and Police forces on the massive forced 

displacement in the Pacific Region  
47

 Research from the Constitutional Colombian Court, Human Rights Watch, CINEP (Popular Research and 

Education Center), media communication had demonstrated that this process of demobilization was fraudulent 

and led to an increase in violence in the territories. In the same way I am taking this period of time prior to the 

peace negotiations considering the multiple investigations that have proved the links between the increase of 

paramilitaries with the government of Alvaro Uribe Velez, as well as the resurgence of techniques of torture, 

terror, and crimes of humanity, violations of human rights committed during the government of Alvaro Uribe 

Velez.**** 
48

 During the process  
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worked as a platform for the strengthening of military force and territorial control, and at the 

same time, it allowed the AUC to gain enough political power to push and influence the 

negotiations with the National Government, in what was discovered to be a false 

demobilizations process in collusion with the President Alvaro Uribe Velez.
49

 The 

paramilitary group “Bloque Calima” negotiated with the local authorities the territorial 

control, and benefits after the amnesty and pardon from the Government (CNMH, 2008).  

This close relationship and complicity between the government and paramilitary groups 

dramatically worsened the conditions of the conflict. The fraudulent demobilization process 

caused the emergence of new actors in dispute for territorial control and the transformation to 

of the conflict into an irregular one (CNMH, 2018). It also incremented the forced 

displacement, violence, and the terror over the territories. Leftist illegal army FARC-EP were 

in dispute for the control of the territory with the paramilitary group- AUC; the military 

forces and drug cartels.
50

 This tension caused in the following years the increment of 

massacres, targeted and extrajudicial killings, forced disappearance, sexual violence, sexual 

slavery, forced displacement and confining as terror techniques from the different Illegal and 

legal armed groups in dispute (PCN, 2012). According to Human Right Watch (2010), after 

the demobilization process, the new paramilitary groups started targeting human rights 

defenders, social leaders and displaced afro Colombian leaders of the process of land 

reclamations in the period between 2004 and 2007. The strategies and methods of terror, 

control of territory, territorial fragmentation and sealing off were part of the manifestation of 

necropower by different actors involved in the area. It constitutes a particular necropower in 

                                                 
49

 There is a lot of publications, and sources that has been denouncing the nexus between the President Alvaro 

Uribe Velez, paramilitary groups and the influence of this forces in forced displacement, terror, state terror, 

human rights violations, manipulation and electoral fraud. Also accused of influencing voters trough treats from 

paramilitary groups to vote for candidates from the party of Alvaro Uribe Velez. The most publicly denounced 

was the scandal of “yidis política” on the Caribbean region of Colombia. 
50

 According to Human Right Watch (2010) the main reason of the massacres during this period, was the 

struggle for territory control, were leaders from paramilitary groups had sold the routes for smuggling and 

export drugs from the Port of Buenaventura to other illegal armed groups 
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terms of the technique and discourse employed, but with one common characteristic: the 

exposure to death of the civilians and the reclaim of sovereign control over the territory. The 

struggle for the control of the lands is the result of different political and economic agenda on 

each group. For  the State, represented by the President and the explicit politics on Mining 

license to international companies and Oil Palm crops. In the case of the AUC, the interest 

responds to the close nexus to the Government of Alvaro Uribe Velez and the private 

multinational companies that were financing this groups with the intention of expropriate the 

lands of displaced people. FARC-EP on the other hand was on the struggle to gain military 

advantage by controlling more territories and controlling the drug smuggling routes, 

considering that narcotrafic was one of the principal’s sources of financing. 

These dynamics created new local cartographies, on what the inhabitants have called 

"invisible borders" within the city itself. According to these new territorial arrangements, 

residents weren’t allowed to cross determined streets, depending on who was in control of 

each area. This generated intra-urban displacement and forced confinement.   

The strategies of terror of the paramilitary groups configure here particular forms of violence 

and terror, and the creation of certain bodies as subjects to be killed. In the discourse of the 

paramilitaries and the Colombian Army, the inhabitants were constructed as a fictional 

enemy, which allegedly had collaborated with FARC-EP, justifying the targeting and killing 

of innocent citizens. Paramilitary groups, with the help of state military forces, intimidated 

and threatened the territories, with the emission of leaflets announcing their arrival (CNMH, 

2018). These techniques of intimidation caused forced confinement, forced displacement and 

prevented the prosecution of justice which resulted in territorial control from the paramilitary 

groups. To highlight the significance of these crimes, the reports says that, in the period of 
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time from 2000 to 2005, paramilitary groups committed at least fifteen massacres as methods 

for reclaiming territory or reaffirming their authority over the community.(CNMH, 2011).  

War machines 

According to Mbembe, one of the main characteristics of necropower and sovereignty 

entangled with colonial power, is the exercise of occupation, delimitation, seizure and 

creation of borders, extraction of resources, control of the population, and the reinforcement 

of racial hierarchies. Mbembe (2003, p. 27-29) argues that there are particular characteristics 

that define necropower such as “dynamics of territorial fragmentation, and sealing off” and 

the perpetuation and establishment of a state of siege as one of the strategies of terror where 

“entire populations are the target of the sovereign” (Mbembe 2003, p. 30). As Mbembe 

argues, in this geographical area, the sovereign power is not only held up and exercised by 

the State, but also it is shared and disputed by different actors, both legal and illegal, through 

the work of war machines. In the process of occupation and spacialization of Buenaventura 

the characteristics of necropolitics exposed by Mbembe and the technologies of biopower are 

present  being having race the main category of socio-political control and division.
51

  

As was showed above, the strategies of territorial control and occupation by illegal armed 

groups and the Colombian State (represented by Presidential policies and Military forces) 

present characteristic of war machines that configured a specific form of necropower. These 

war machines produce necropower trough spatialization, dispossession, forced displacement, 

confinement, terror, and legitimization of a state of siege. The understanding of the actors as 

war machines that produce necropower, give a better account of the dynamics of the conflict 

in Buenaventura. This category of war machine is introduce by Mbembe (2003, p. 30-35) 

                                                 
51

 Mbembe (2003, p. 25-30) refers in his argumentation to spatial colonial occupation to define contemporary occupation or 

refugee sites. Although I am not referring to this kind of conflict or occupation, I find Mbembe´s analytical category useful 

to analyze the characteristics of terror, violence and death produced and exercised in Buenaventura.  
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following the work of  Delleuze and Guattari, introducing a critique to the conception of 

Nation–State. Instead, he gives an analytical approximation of forms of sovereignty outside 

of the Nation-State, where the Nation- State is not the only actor with the sovereign power to 

kill, highlighting the co-existence and tension with others actors in conflict for sovereign 

power and right to kill. An important feature of the conflict in Buenaventura is that the “right 

to kill” is not exclusive to the State or the national-regular army. In this sense, war machines 

consolidate a better conceptual term to analyze the interactions and strategies of terror deploy 

in this region. Sovereignty and terror exceed the State where different actors coexist inside 

and outside the Nation-State.
52

 Here, the war machines are entangled in conflicts, alliances, 

disputes for power, resources of political, natural, labor, capital, and territorial aspects, and 

share “features of political organization with mercantile corporation” (Mbembe 2003, p. 32). 

Moreover, the ways of producing violence, terror and disposable bodies are intertwined with 

the pervasive colonial discourse of racism. In the case analyzed here, the subject to kill, 

affected by historical racial configurations, is constructed as the ‘other’ invisible, dead, 

confined, attacked without punishment, starve, and exposed to death and to be killed. 

According to Mbembe, Coloniality is a central feature on the way how contemporary wars 

are develop. For the author as consequence of Coloniality that sovereignty/state of exception 

is fundament as exercise of power, characterized by the occupation and control of territories. 

In this sense sovereignty is exercised trough war, necropower were subjects are defined as 

killable while the different actors take over the control of geographic spaces following logics 

of colonial occupation and with the work of technologies of biopower as race- racism 

                                                 
52

 The same field circumscribes its interiority in States, but describes its exteriority in what escapes the States or 

stands against them” (Deleuze, Gilles and  Guattari, Felix. Op. cit., pp. 367-368). 
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Gender dimension of necropolitics in Buenaventura. 

The impacts of internal armed conflict in Colombia have a differential impact on afro 

Colombian women because of the intersection of been black, displaced and women. The 

Constitutional Court addressed this different dimension and damage on afro Colombian 

women through the Order 092/2008, where highlight the existence of multiple discrimination 

and impacts on afro Colombian women in the context of conflict, defining afro colombian 

women as special subject of protection. 

Gender based violence and sexual violence in the context of armed conflict in Buenaventura 

is one of the particular strategies of the armed groups on the repertoires of violence and terror 

techniques to exercise sovereignty and control the territory. The use of gender violence or 

violence directed to feminine bodies respond to interests and strategies of the armed groups to 

disarticulate the social and community networks, and to generate displacement. 

The violence inflicted on afrocolombian women had particular characteristics and goals that 

are not present in other geographical contexts of the Colombian armed conflict. The 

particular strategies of terror have a component of acknowledgement of the social and 

symbolic role of women in the afro Colombian communities. The crimes against women then 

caused damages to the cultural, symbolic social structure and the dignity of the community 

that lead to what has been called as a cultural genocide (CNMH,2015). According to PCN -

Proceso Comunidades Negras (2019)gender based violence against afro Colombian women 

have the goal to support the strategies of dispossession and forced displacement of 

communities for the exploitation of natural resources. Since the body of women is deeply 

connected to the territory and the community, were women and territory are no separated, and 

the affectations to the territory are experience as affectations to their bodies and vice versa. 

Armed groups use this ontological relation with the territory and the role of women in the 
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community to make more effective strategies of dispossession.
53

 One common practice is 

sexual abuse to other member of the families of social leaders, and to inflict pain on their 

families as strategy to avoid their political participation and as response of the believe in the 

community of symbolic death, women’s are not been killed but punish. 

"The best way to kill is punishment, death is not only physical, it is also symbolic and that 

punishment is violence, physical punishment, physical violence against the body, but also 

physical violence and punishment against things that are significant to her as be, that they 

identify and integrate it, because it is linked to the territory. The women somatize the 

damage to the territory, the damage of the backhoes in the river, they somatize that damage 

and they expressed it, in addition to the sexual violence what in the mobilization the impulse 

was the damage to the territory, they said the territory hurts us. And so we say: the territory 

is life, and life is not sold, its to love and to be defended “(Interview to Charo Mina Rojas, 

Leader of PCN, May 2019) 

 

 

 

The use of sexual violence as a strategy of war is also due to an intersection between the 

commodification of women's labor as forced labor, where they are used as free labor for 

defined work as feminine, as well as sexual enslavement, (insert interview) But also within 

this sophistication of strategies of violence and terror has also integrated the understanding 

and symbolic weight of women in the community to fracture community networks generating 

displacement. In most of the interviews and studies carried out, and in the investigations 

carried out, the displacements were due to sexual violence that, in addition, resulted in the 

disintegration of the family unit and the social and cultural fabric of the communities from 

which they were expelled. Forced women. Similarly, it is deliberately-deliberately-aimed at 

the feminine body as strategies of eradication or cultural genocide, since traditionally Afro-

Colombian women play a central role in the transmission of ancestral knowledge and 

traditions, from oral memory, midwifery to the mortuary rituals and customs. They also 

occupy a central role in oral memory and community cohesion in terms of care, psychosocial 

                                                 
53

 Nevertheless, sexual violence and gender based violence cannot equate as damage to the territory or equate 

these categories to all the cases. I’m taking this narrative and this interpretation, considering the effect and the 

strategies on the specific repertories of violence put in place in this particular geographical area. Not all the 

cases women bodies can be linked with an ancestral relationship with the territory or with values as dignity or 

community damage.  
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health and traditional medicine, a set of customs and cultural traditions that are being 

eradicated due to the particular techniques of terror inflicted on the female bodies of Afro-

Colombian women. 

Conclusion 

The internal armed conflict in Colombia has had as its cornerstone, since the era of 

Violence in the 60-70, the struggle for access and ownership of land. It has been a conflict of 

high intensity and long duration where the methods of violence and terror have reached peaks 

of degradation of human rights, through the superposition of different repertoires of violence. 

Colombia, and the Colombian pacific as a territory historically populated by ethnic-Afro-

Colombian communities, has suffered the impacts of the conflict and the different political, 

mercantile and developmental agendas of the different groups in conflict: State (Public 

policies and development models), landlords, AUC, FARC-EP, ELN and cartels of narcotics 

traffic. In the center of the dispute: the territory. The strategy used: terror, dispossession and 

displacement of ethnic communities, leaving the communities in humanitarian crisis. 

Buenaventura, on the one hand, counts with mega diversity in natural resources, and a 

strategic location for foreign trade and narcotraffic, while, on the other hand, is intersected by 

a matrix of colonial power, as Quijano would call it. The city of Buenaventura, specifically 

the Black/afro Colombian communities had been isolated and neglected from the executive 

and legislative bodies of the State, with limited participation on their own decisions. It has 

been portrayed as backwards and obstacles/opponent of modern development. This imaginary 

within Colombian society, composed of racial and economic hierarchies inherited from 

Coloniality and the modern colonial project, meet and feed the strategies of necropower and 

sovereignty of the actors/war machine in dispute for the territory. Because of this context, 

analyzing the conflict in Colombia, merely as the manifestation of violence between State, 
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armed forces and illegal armed groups, in an exercise of governability or monopoly of the 

legitimate use of force does not explain the nuances of the conflict and the exercise of 

sovereignty.  

I conclude that, contrary to the prevailing political and media discourse, Buenaventura 

is not facing a situation of absence of the Colombian State/Government or suffering from a 

governability crisis. I argue that, the Government is present through a combination of bio-

political technologies and necropolitics, and it is on the reality exercising control of the 

population, sovereignty, and securitization with cooperation of war machines. Colombian 

government is indeed exercising control and state presence in all aspects of life of the afro 

Colombian communities. Buenaventura, instead of been a forgot city by the State, is actually 

been highly controlled trough biopolitics/necropolitics and dispossession.  

On the one hand, using segregation, denial of political rights, impoverishment, weakening of 

population, state intervention characterized by agendas of local governments and legislators 

that have links with illegal armed groups and drug trafficking cartels for the support 

economic interests on the region configured a highly securitized space. This particular state 

intervention is aimed to reinforce material and cultural dispossession, reproducing racial 

stereotypes, and promoting neoliberal development policies that violate the legal sovereignty 

of communities over their territories. Considering this crossing of multiple victimizing factors 

and repertoires of violence, the situation of Buenaventura, (and the Pacific) can be called as 

cultural ethnocide. This is happening through the control and appropriation of the territories 

by the actors/war machines in dispute. Making use of physical, material and spiritual 

elimination, through dispossession, forced displacement, and gender-based violence, entire 

communities are been exposed to death. Considering that, displacement and dispossession are 

forms of symbolic and spiritual death for the afro-Colombian communities. However, 

through these technologies, the territory and the communities have been feminized and 

constructed as disposable and subject to exploitation. 
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To understand the importance and consequences of necropower terror strategies and 

technologies in ethnic communities, it is essential to analyze the territory from a decolonial 

perspective, which allows an understanding of the specificities in the ontologies of Afro-

Colombian communities, and a localized experience where they generate and reproduce 

particular cultural and epistemological features (Escobar, 2001; Oslender, 2008;). The 

consequences of the conflict and the necropolitic and bio-political technologies are not 

exclusively directed at humans, but they affect in an integral manner the non-human entities 

that integrate intrinsic and indivisible ethnic communities. Terror by dispossession, 

displacement, resignificacion of public spaces and neighborhoods, infrastructure 

interventions, extractive economies, are not only techniques of material terror. They also 

form a network of technologies where entire communities are exposed to death because the 

territory – including rivers, estuaries and collective spaces – is an extension of the body, the 

collective body, the spiritual and ancestral thread, and even the reaffirmation of these 

communities with their own African ancestry. The reason is that the afro-Colombian are 

living in the territories where they arrived for the first time in Latin America, where their 

ancestors rest, where the first communities of freed slaves were founded and where their 

syncretic spiritual worldview was also developed, as indivisible from the space they occupy 

and they live. Within the specific legislation for black communities, the territory is 

recognized as property, generator of senses and living entity (Decret 4635 / 2011). 

The affectations and terror technologies are specifically focused on occupying, stripping, 

affecting mobility, appropriation, and relationship with the territory that is in terms of Afro-

Colombian ontologies a damage to itself. Without territory there is no life, and without life 

there is no territory (PCN). A transversal element besides the racial category is the dimension 

of gender. Within Afro-Colombian communities, women have been at the center of the 

resistance and of the generation of oral memory and community tissue. The role of women is 

within the cornerstone of the cultural and political survival of the communities and has been 

targeted and exposed to specific violence practices to weaken the communities until their 

dispossession / disappearance. 

Understanding these complexities and the State, not as an absent State but as the 

center of necropolitics against these communities, is crucial for a post-conflict context in 

Colombia, where legal policies, plans and developments must take into account the existing 

legal developments that recognize the territory as a victim and the differential impact of the 
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armed conflict and on the ethnic communities. It is also important to consider the 

responsibility that the State has in guaranteeing the permanence of the communities in their 

territories, together with measures of reparation and the guarantee of rights that those entail. 

Communities are not going to achieve peace through economic compensation, because 

without territory there is no life. 

I conclude with this analysis that the Colombian government/State is acting as a war machine 

in relations of cooptation, collaboration and competition with other actors in conflict, which 

are also called War Machines. What was evidenced was the joint work of the State making 

use of bio-political technologies for the weakening of the populations, and strategies of denial 

of political rights and reduction of civil rights, or reduction to bare life of Afro-Colombian 

communities. In Buenaventura, then, there is no crisis of governability or sovereignty, but a 

shared sovereignty between State / Government and AUC / cartels of drugs during the period 

studied. The state is governing and making presence through necropolitics based on a racist 

system, which includes the exposure to death of not only humans, but also non-humans, in 

this specific case the territory, which is fundamental for the commercial interests of these 

War machines but, at the same time, it is vital for the survival of black communities, since 

territory is not a entity separated from the oneself. 
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