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Abstract 

This thesis investigates the impact of social policy on the electorate of populist radical right 

parties (PRRPs) by the example of Austria´s FPÖ. It is argued that the shift of European PRRPs 

away from a minimal, neo-liberal understanding of welfare towards a more generous but 

restricted social policy positioning has changed their electorate to include more working-class 

and female voters. It is hypothesized that these sub-groups, who are traditionally more left-

leaning and typically support comprehensive redistributive efforts, should be more attracted to 

PRRPs when they are placing increased emphasis on social policy. By combining a qualitative 

content analysis of FPÖ´s electoral programs from 1994-2019 with correlation calculations on 

FPÖ´s salience of welfare issues in electoral programs and respective electoral results, a 

comprehensive interpretation of FPÖ´s shift in the framing of social policy and change in 

voting behavior for FPÖ can be made. Even though a significant shift towards a more generous 

welfare understanding of FPÖ and changes in the framing of welfare in line with their core 

ideology of nativism, authoritarianism, and populism can be demonstrated, this research finds 

no empirical results that this shift impacted electoral support for FPÖ. It has been found that 

electoral support of women and working-class voters does not significantly correlate to an 

increased welfare emphasis. While there are some limitations in the methodology, these 

findings suggest that socio-economic considerations and a comprehensive social policy 

positioning may be of less importance than socio-cultural issues, such as immigration and 

security, to voters of FPÖ and other PRRPs. Considering these results, this research addresses 

a notable gap in the existing literature concerning the impact of the prominent social policy 

shift of European PRRPs on their electoral performance. 
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Introduction 

Europe's populist radical-right parties (PRRPs) have shifted strongly in their social policy 

approach over the last 20 years. Far-right parties have changed their policy positioning on 

welfare benefits from a standpoint of strong retrenchment and neoliberal pro-market positions 

in the late 90s towards an emphasis on socio-economic issues and a generous but restricted 

welfare state, focusing on welfare entitlement and who "deserves" social aid (Abts et al. 2021). 

This "welfare chauvinist" development can also be analyzed for Austria's far-right populist 

party FPÖ, Freedom Party Austria. Over the last 20 years, FPÖ abandoned its neoliberal socio-

economic understandings and has developed a comprehensive social policy approach, assuring 

generous support for Austrians while cutting support for non-natives (Chueri 2022; Ennser-

Jedenastik 2018, 2020). However, existing research has not yet connected this shift in socio-

economic positions of the radical right to potentially altering the voting dynamics of PRRPs´ 

electorate. This thesis analyzes whether the shift in social policy has considerably impacted the 

electoral support of PRRPs by looking at the example of FPÖ in Austria for the timeframe of 

1994-2019.  

While the populist and xenophobic party profile of PRRPs has been analyzed extensively over 

recent years, scholars have given less attention to investigating the socio-economic positions 

of PRRPs (Mudde 2010). Some academics even contend that PRRPs intentionally seek to 

"blur" their positions on economic policy or that socio-economic issues are only of secondary 

importance to them, focusing primarily on socio-cultural topics, such as immigration and 

security (Mudde 2010; Rovny 2013). However, it has been shown that over the last 20 years, 

European PRRPs have largely converged around a position of "natives first" when framing 

welfare policy and have based their social policy approaches on ideological considerations, 
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proposing welfare standpoints in line with their central ideological claims of nativism, 

authoritarianism, and populism (Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2018; Mudde 2007).  

This thesis investigates this general research question: How has the change in social policy 

positioning by FPÖ impacted voting behavior and the demographics of its electorate? The 

reason behind choosing this research question is to understand the contemporary great electoral 

support for PRRPs all over Europe. By analyzing the implications of the social policy shift 

observed over the last twenty years in PRRPs throughout Europe, research on its potential 

impacts on the electorate is highly significant as it can inform on the general direction of far-

right populist welfare agenda for a future in which growing economic disparities and higher 

numbers of migration in Europe can be expected. 

I hypothesize that the shift in social policy has changed the composition of FPÖ's electorate to 

include new sub-groups of voters and could be one of the reasons that PRRPs are currently so 

popular in Europe. I expect to find that a more generous approach to social welfare has had an 

impact on broadening the composition of FPÖ's electorate from a traditionally more male 

bourgeois voter profile towards now also including "traditionally left-leaning" working-class 

voters, and secondly, more women voters (Ennser-Jedenastik 2022; Morgan 2013; Oesch 

2008). Existing literature points to vote-shifting behavior of lower and middle-income classes, 

who are traditionally more left-leaning due to their social standing (Afonso and Rennwald 

2018). I hypothesize that working-class voters increasingly support the populist radical right 

based on its growing emphasis on social policy. Furthermore, I assume that the new generous 

approach to women´s and family policy also led to an increase in women voting for FPÖ. I, 

therefore, expect to find a positive correlation between a higher focus on working-class and 

women´s and family-related issues and the percentage of workers and women voting for FPÖ. 
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To answer my research question, this thesis draws on existing secondary literature for its 

theoretical basis on the shift in PRRPs' social policy approach and ideological underpinnings 

(Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016, 2020). It conducts a qualitative content analysis of 

FPÖ´s party manifestos from 1994 to 2019, focusing on shifts in the framing of socio-economic 

policy positioning. Insights into the change of welfare positioning of FPÖ is complemented 

with data on the development of salience differences of socio-economic issues in FPÖ´s 

electoral programs. Additionally, an analysis of FPÖ´s willingness to spend social benefits on 

different welfare recipient groups over time is conducted. To analyze a possible change in the 

voting dynamics of FPÖ's electorate, the empirical analysis of welfare salience in FPÖ's 

electoral programs is coupled with post-election survey data on FPÖ voter profiles from 

Austria´s national elections, focusing on social class and gender. By correlating the insights on 

welfare salience and spending attitude with total electoral success of FPÖ and, more precisely, 

with support by women and the working class, I demonstrate the impact of welfare issues on 

voter support. 

This research finds that a significant shift can be observed in FPÖ´s framing of welfare over 

time. The qualitative content analysis shows a clear shift away from a neo-liberal understanding 

of the welfare state towards a generous but restricted welfare state. It is found that FPÖ bases 

their social policy on core ideological claims of nationalism, authoritarianism, and populism. 

However, the quantitative data shows no significant positive correlation between higher 

welfare salience in electoral programs and increased electoral results. Similarly, an augmented 

spending attitude has no impact on significantly attracting voters. Thus, it can be concluded 

that FPÖ´s shift towards a more generous social policy did not impact the voting behavior of 

working-class and women voters. Contrary to the proposed theoretical considerations, these 

findings might support this paper´s counter hypothesis that for PRRPs and their voters, socio-
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economic considerations are only to be placed secondary to socio-cultural issues (Mudde 2007; 

Rovny 2013). 

This thesis is structured in five chapters. The first chapter gives insight into the current state of 

research into the PRR´s socio-economic policy positioning and framing thereof. The second 

chapter discusses the theoretical framework, which is grounded in the broader theoretical and 

empirical body of scholarship of Ennser-Jedenastik (2016) and Abts et al. (2021) concerning 

the framing of welfare issues by the radical right by using their core ideology as well as 

theoretical considerations of the potential impact of increased welfare emphasis on electoral 

support. Thirdly, the methodology for this research, the case selection process, and some 

historical background of FPÖ will be presented. In the fourth chapter, the findings of this 

research are discussed, highlighting the discrepancy between qualitative and quantitative 

results, including unexpected negative correlations of welfare emphasis on FPÖ´s electoral 

support. In the concluding chapter, the main findings and contributions to the literature are 

summarized and limitations and possible avenues for further research are deliberated shortly. 
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1. Literature Review 

In this section, I give an overview of the current literature on the connection between the 

welfare state and PRRPs and the overarching trends toward a comprehensive socio-economic 

positioning of the populist radical right. Over the last three decades, Europe has experienced a 

growing “mainstreaming” and strengthening of PRRPs within European party politics  

(Kitschelt 2007; Mudde 2007; Röth, Afonso, and Spies 2017). While research into the PRR 

has placed considerable emphasis on the ideological party profile and socio-cultural policy 

positionings as well as electoral performance of PRRPs, it has produced comparatively few 

insights into the socio-economic positioning of the European radical right, which has only 

caught on in recent years (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). Existing literature has argued that the 

socio-economic policy positioning of the PRR has proven challenging to characterize as it 

displayed substantial variations and inconsistencies over time (Afonso and Rennwald 2018; 

Ivarsflaten 2008) and across countries compared to other European party families´ social policy 

positionings (Ennser 2012). Rovny (2013) even argued that PRRPs are intentionally “blurring” 

their position on socio-economic issues not to deter potential voters and so appeal to a broader 

category of the electorate on the right and left. Similarly, Mudde (2007) and Cornelis and Van 

Hiel (2015) have argued that PRRPs mainly focus on socio-cultural and nativist issues (what 

Mudde (2010, 1179) calls the “trinity of corruption, immigration, and security”) to build their 

political agenda and that, therefore, socio-economic issues only play a secondary role in their 

policy positioning.  

Nonetheless, even though it is the case that security, immigration, and law and order remain 

most prominent in the political agenda of PRRPs (Afonso and Rennwald 2018; Mudde 2010), 

their socio-economic positioning has still attracted scholarly attention. In one of the earliest 

substantial accounts on the socio-economic positioning of PRRPs, Kitschelt and McGann 

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



  6 

(1995) have argued that during the 1990s, the radical right found its “winning formula” for 

socio-economic issues by coupling a neo-liberal, non-interventionist approach to the welfare 

state and calls for welfare limitations with an authoritarian appeal of restricted immigration. It 

is argued that the former aspect helped the radical right to appeal to (small) business owners 

while the latter attracted traditional working-class voters, resulting in broad electoral support 

across social classes (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; Kitschelt 2007).  

However, in recent years, the positioning of the radical right on socio-economic issues has 

shifted drastically from pushing a neo-liberal, minimal welfare approach towards an emphasis 

on a strong but chauvinistic welfare state (Abts et al. 2021; Chueri 2022; Ennser-Jedenastik 

2016; de Lange 2007; Rathgeb 2020). In contrast to Kitschelt and McGann´s (1995) findings 

on the neo-liberal socio-economic positioning in the 90s, PRRPs across Europe are now 

converging on exhibiting a great willingness towards a comprehensive welfare system (Abts et 

al. 2021). Yet, PRRPs firmly oppose a universal approach to welfare and stress distinct 

requirements to access the welfare state that align with the PRR´s fundamental ideological 

convictions (Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). For PRRPs, the welfare state is 

primarily restricted to groups that are considered “deserving” (Abts et al. 2021; Chueri 2022; 

Ennser-Jedenastik 2016, 2018) under narratives influenced by ideological core elements of the 

PRR (Chueri 2022; de Koster, Achterberg, and van der Waal 2013; Mudde 2007; Otjes 2019). 

Chueri (2022) shows that through this frame of “deservingness”, PRRPs are promoting a 

“dualistic” welfare state, supporting protectionism and expansion of welfare measures for the 

“deserving”, while effectively pursuing austerity and workfare measures when it comes to 

social policies targeting the “undeserving”. Similarly, Ennser-Jedenastik also argues that “the 

socio-economic views of PRRPs are shaped by the core elements of their ideology” (Ennser-

Jedenastik 2016, 412) that determine which parts of the population are deemed “deserving” of 

welfare measures.  
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In the literature, three ideological frames can be distinguished that shape the social policy 

position of PRRPs: nativism, authoritarianism, and populism (Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-

Jedenastik 2016; Mudde 2010). Nativist values focus primarily on the “deservingness criterion 

of [national] identity” (Abts et al. 2021, 25) and can be found under the PRR´s intention to 

primarily restrict welfare entitlements to nationals while excluding non-nationals (Ennser-

Jedenastik 2016). In the literature, this nativist frame constitutes the fundamentals of welfare 

chauvinism, which aims to exclude non-deserving non-nationals (immigrants or refugees) from 

entering the national welfare system by closely tying welfare claims to citizenship (Abts et al. 

2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). Authoritarian values primarily concern “willingness to work” 

and issues of reciprocity in the welfare state and can be perceived in the PRR´s aim of 

establishing a distinction between “the hard-working” and “the lazy or free riders” (Abts et al. 

2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; Otjes 2019). In light of this, Abts et al. (2021) and Rathgeb 

(2020) introduce the distinct ideological frame of “welfare producerism”, arguing “that 

taxpaying ‘makers’ (employees, employers) need to be liberated from the economic burden 

imposed by self-serving ‘takers’ (immigrants, ‘corrupt elite’)” (Rathgeb 2020, 635). Relatedly, 

populist values, in turn, shape the PRR´s social policy frames by pitting the “pure people” 

against a “corrupt elite” and entails a more fundamental critique of the institution of the welfare 

state itself by arguing that it “is no longer capable of delivering help to the truly needy, but has 

become a self-serving tool in the hands of bureaucrats” (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016, 414). These 

ideological frames will also be discussed in greater detail in the theoretical section of this paper.  

Considering the PRR´s shift towards calling for a strong welfare state through these ideological 

frames, research has identified differences in the underlying principles of the PRR to the 

political left, which traditionally stands for such comprehensive welfare support (Derks 2006; 

Lefkofridi and Michel 2017; Otjes 2019). Instead of advocating for a (leftist) egalitarian notion 

of universal equality, PRRPs have based their notion of socio-economic equality on specific 
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markers of identity and reciprocity (Abts et al. 2021; Bale et al. 2010; Otjes 2019). 

Furthermore, it has been shown that PRRPs are not overwhelmingly calling for broad 

expansion and augmentation of welfare benefits to all, but rather a “recalibration” of the 

welfare state that is conditional and highly selective with a focus on redistributive efforts, 

cutting aid from the “undeserving” in favor to those who “truly need it” and who have 

contributed to society (Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2018). Ennser-Jedenastik (2018, 

2020, 2022) has also shown that PRRPs are consequently mainly using welfare chauvinist 

appeals to attack and call for limitations to welfare measures that are based on universal and 

means-tested schemes of redistribution, that are based on the notions of equality and need. 

Examples of this would be minimum income schemes or in-kind benefits that act as social 

safety nets (Ennser-Jedenastik 2018). At the same time, insurance-based programs, such as 

pension schemes, are not as heavily confronted with welfare chauvinist arguments as they are 

grounded in ideas of equity and reciprocity and, thus, highlight the importance given to the 

notion of contribution in order to receive social benefits (Enggist and Pinggera 2022; Ennser-

Jedenastik 2018). By doing so, the PRR has repositioned itself as protector of the welfare state 

while framing immigrants as potential threats to welfare and can therefore be classified “as 

“left authoritarian” – that is, left on economic issues, but right on socio-cultural issues” 

(Lefkofridi and Michel 2017, 233).  

In this way, the radical right is trying to appeal to traditionally left-leaning working-class voters 

who typically support a strong welfare state  (Afonso and Rennwald 2018; Oesch 2008). Some 

scholars have analyzed the impact of the demonstrated shift in the radical right´s socio-

economical attitudes regarding social class and have shown that PRRPs have been quite 

successful in answering working class´ demands of comprehensive welfare benefits and have 

correspondingly “proletarized” over Europe (Arzheimer 2012; Oesch 2008; Rathgeb 2020).  
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However, it has also been argued that this shift towards “left authoritarianism” could cause 

conflicts with mainstream right-wing conservative parties that present as the traditional (and to 

date the only past) coalition partner for PRRPs in Europe (Afonso 2015; Chueri 2021). 

Mainstream conservative parties conventionally emphasize economic performance as one of 

their primary goals and, thus, generally support retrenchment of the welfare state and call for 

limitation of social benefits (Afonso 2015; Chueri 2021), which could present challenging for 

coalition governments between conservative and radical right parties. According to Afonso 

(2015), conflicts could arise as such coalitions might force PRRPs to “betray” either their 

conservative coalition partner when insisting on implementing its “leftist” social agenda and 

risking the loss of office or “betray” their largely blue-collar electorate and risking the loss of 

votes when compromising to conservative welfare retrenchment demands. However, Han 

(2015) and Schumacher (2016) have also shown that coalitions between right-wing 

conservatives and PRRPs can lead conservatives to adopt a more radical welfare chauvinist 

approach and rhetoric to socio-economic issues. Moreover, it has been shown that whenever 

PRRPs have had the chance to govern with a conservative party, they tend to hold ministerial 

positions responsible for social and health-related affairs, again highlighting the importance of 

socio-economic issues in their policy portfolio (Chueri 2022). 

When looking at the existing literature on the Austrian Freedom Party´s social policy 

positioning over time, Ennser-Jedenastik (2016, 2020) has found consistent results on FPÖ´s 

shift away from a neo-liberal welfare position towards a comprehensive but chauvinist social 

security system in line with the ideological frames of nativism, authoritarianism, and populism. 

Over the last 20 years, FPÖ has abandoned neoliberal socio-economic understandings of the 

1990s and has developed a “dualistic” social policy approach, assuring generous support for 

Austrians while cutting support for non-natives (Chueri 2022; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016, 2020).  
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Afonso and Rennwald (2018) and Oesch (2008) have also found that FPÖ has become 

increasingly working class from the late 1990s to 2013. However, the existing literature is 

missing a more detailed analysis of the changing policy positioning and framing in Austria that 

goes beyond Ennser-Jedenastik´s (2016) findings on who is deemed “deserving” of welfare in 

Austria but also includes questions regarding agency and scope of the social security system 

and respective redistribution designs proposed by the PRR.1 Furthermore, few insights exist in 

the literature to date into the possible impact of the observed shift in welfare positioning on a 

potential change of the base electorate of PRRPs. Even though some studies confirm a growing 

“proletarization” of PRRPs (Afonso and Rennwald 2018; Oesch 2008; Rathgeb 2020), only 

limited research has been conducted into changing demographics concerning the issue of 

gender, potentially shifting women´s vote in the electorate of PRRPs that have long been 

understood as “men´s parties” (Campbell and Erzeel 2018; Chueri and Damerow 2023; 

Hofinger and Ogris 1995; Morgan 2013). Although Morgan (2013) has shown that welfare 

states across Europe have become more accommodating towards implementing women´s and 

family issues, and Chueri and Damerow (2023) and Erzeel and Rashkova (2017) have found 

developments of a slowly closing gender gap in the electorate of PRRPs, findings on potentially 

growing female electoral support for FPÖ is missing in the literature. Therefore, this paper´s 

contribution to the literature is twofold. First, it will conduct a more detailed analysis of FPÖ´s 

social policy shift towards a comprehensive welfare state and framing thereof, which has been 

missing in the literature so far. Secondly, it will analyze FPÖ´s most recent national electoral 

outcomes concerning social class and gender. By examining the voting behavior of the working 

class and female voters, this paper will add new insights into the impact a more generous social 

 
1 Also see Abts et al.´s (2021) reasoning on why a more comprehensive analytical framework is needed, expanding 

on Ennser-Jedenastik´s (2016) findings and see the methodological chapter of this paper for detailed reasoning. 
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policy approach had on these groups and give insights into a possible gender shift in the 

electoral support of FPÖ in Austria over the last years. 
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2. Theoretical Framework on PRRPs social policy 

shift and changes in voter dynamics 

In this chapter, I discuss the theoretical frameworks underlying PRRPs' shift towards a 

comprehensive but “dualistic” welfare state (Chueri 2022), as well as theoretical considerations 

supporting possible shifts in PRRPs electoral support by social class and gender. Therefore, 

the presented theoretical framework is twofold: first, it will elaborate on the emerging dualistic 

framing of welfare issues of the PRR by using its core ideology of nativism, authoritarianism, 

and populism (Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). I then propose theoretical 

foundations based on the radical right´s adoption of “left-wing” policy positioning to explain 

growing working-class support and reasons for increasing female electoral support for PRRPs 

(Afonso and Rennwald 2018; Hansen 2019). The two theoretical approaches will provide an 

analytical framework for this paper's proposed research question, which can respectively be 

divided into two parts: How has the change in social policy positioning by FPÖ (part one) 

impacted voting behavior and the demographics of its electorate (part two)? 

2.1 Towards a Dualistic Welfare State 

Generally, the welfare state is defined as a set of institutions primarily concerned with 

producing and distributing social welfare (Abts et al. 2021). According to Flora (1986, 15), the 

essence of the welfare state, thus, is to ensure the “basic [social] rights of individuals to state-

provided benefits as principle elements of their life chances” in order to distribute them more 

fairly and provide social security and more equality between all members of the population. 

Accordingly, for Esping-Andersen (1990, 23), the main objective of the welfare state is the 

“de-commodification” of individuals´ labor performance through the introduction of social 

rights to welfare benefits provided by the state that ensure that citizens can “freely, and without 

potential loss of job, income, or general welfare, opt out of work when they consider it 
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necessary”. In this sense, the term “de-commodification” explains the development away from 

individuals´ reliance on their sale of labor power to survive, which was previously understood 

as a necessary commodity to upholding and “acquiring” wellbeing (Gosta Esping-Andersen 

1990). De-commodification, therefore, “occurs when a service is rendered as a matter of right, 

and when a person can maintain a livelihood without reliance on the market” (Esping-Andersen 

1990, 22). Unsurprisingly, the original responsibilities of the welfare state have been to cover 

the “classic social risks” of unemployment, sickness, and old age and to ensure job, income, 

and pension security of a primarily male workforce and their family (Flora 1986). Over time, 

the welfare state has been confronted with a new set of challenges. It has expanded to cover a 

plurality of social risks, including gender inequality, youth unemployment, child care, 

education, and a growing stratification and rising inequality between social classes (Esping-

Andersen 2002).  

Three different types of welfare state models with different outcomes on the level of de-

commodification can be distinguished, which, in turn, lead to three differential types of welfare 

state regimes that vary in their arrangements between the state and the market when it comes 

to the provision of welfare measure (Esping-Andersen 1990; Flora 1986). First, the “residual” 

welfare state model describes a welfare scheme in which state institutions only come into play 

after the breakdown of market-based means of fulfilling social needs (Flora 1986). This 

translates to what Esping-Andersen (1990) characterizes as “liberal” welfare state regime, in 

which social measures are closely linked to demonstrated need. Benefits are mainly provided 

for low-income individuals who cannot support their welfare through employment in the form 

of modest means-tested social assistance. In order not to deter most individuals from working 

and relying too much on the state, “liberal” welfare state regimes actively encourage 

individuals to work and contract private-sector welfare by providing only modest social 

assistance to the lowest in society that is also often connected to social stigma, minimizing the 
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effect of welfare de-commodification (Esping-Andersen 1990). This kind of welfare state 

regime can be exemplified by the United States, Canada, or Australia (Esping-Andersen 1990). 

Second, in the “industrial achievement-performance” model, welfare measures are meant to 

complement individuals´ work performance, merit, and productivity in the economy (Flora 

1986) and can be classified under the “corporatist” welfare state regimes, which are found in 

Germany, Austria, or France (Esping-Andersen 1990). In this welfare state regime, social 

benefits are highly dependent on contribution to the welfare state through compulsory state-led 

insurance systems and tax payments. They are, therefore, closely connected to active 

employment and participation in the economy, which in turn lessens the impact of de-

commodification of labor (Esping-Andersen 1990). Third, in the “institutional redistributive” 

model, the institutions of the welfare state are understood as a fundamental part of society by 

providing universalistic social benefits on the basis of need without considerations of market 

performance (Flora 1986), encouraging the de-commodification of labor performance (Esping-

Andersen 1990). This results in what Esping-Andersen (1990, 28) calls the “social democratic” 

welfare state regime that promotes equality between all social classes and intervenes not only 

when market measures are exhausted but preemptively supports all on a solidaristic basis and 

results in a “mix of highly de-commodifying and universalistic programs” and can be found in 

the Scandinavian countries (Esping-Andersen 1990). 

What connects all three welfare state regimes is the concept of so-called “institutionalized 

solidarity” (Abts et al. 2021, 25) that is responsible for the underlying state-led redistributive 

efforts of European welfare systems and is founded on a “double social contract”. This “double 

social contract” describes the “idea of a cohesive community sharing special ties of reciprocity 

among its members, but also between these members and the state” (Abts et al. 2021, 25). This 

establishes the possibility of analyzing the welfare state on three major dimensions: agency and 

scope, redistribution design, and implementation and outcomes (Abts et al. 2021). Along these 
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measures, not only welfare state regimes but also party families can be differentiated when 

allocating what role the welfare state should play. In short, the dimension of agency and scope 

involves questions of who should take care of socio-economic redistribution and how much 

should be redistributed; the dimension of redistribution design analyzes who should get how 

much and which actor should pay for the redistribution; while implementation and outcome-

oriented inquiries shed light on whether existing welfare arrangements are delivered effectively 

and efficiently (Abts et al. 2021).  

When looking at the PRR´s socio-economic positioning, it has been shown that over the last 

twenty years, European PRRPs have broadly shifted away from earlier socio-economic stances 

that supported a neo-liberal approach to social welfare and have overarchingly adopted a 

“protectionist welfare paradigm” (Abts et al. 2021; Chueri 2022; Ennser-Jedenastik 2018). This 

means that, in contrast to the “social investment paradigm” of the social democratic party 

family, which aims to mitigate social life course risks by providing (universalistic) welfare 

measures in advance, PRRPs focus on only providing social protection through welfare 

measures to those who “truly deserve it” (Chueri 2022; Enggist and Pinggera 2022). Chueri 

(2022) has shown that in this way, PRRPs are calling for an actively protectionist welfare state 

for the ones they deem “deserving” while calling for a strong neo-liberal framework and 

“welfare state provision for the “undeserving” [that] focus on individual responsibility for 

social risk and incentives to labor market participation” (Chueri 2022, 388). Chueri also argues 

that PRRPs also stand for high penalties for labor market fraud and “workfare elements as 

central aspects for preventing undeserving groups from exploiting the common resources” 

(Chueri 2022, 388). Thus, it is argued that PRRPs are calling for a “dualistic” welfare state, 

aiming to provide comprehensive welfare measures to the “deserving” while negating 

unconditional welfare access to the “undeserving” (Chueri 2022).  
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It has also been shown that in order to communicate to their electorate and frame who is part 

of the ones “deserving” and “undeserving”, as well as inform on what the dimensions of agency 

and scope, redistribution design, and implementation and outcome of the welfare state should 

look like, PRRPs have been using their core ideological frameworks of nativism, 

authoritarianism, and populism (Abts et al. 2021; Chueri 2022; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; Mudde 

2007; Rathgeb 2020). In the following, I analyze these ideological frames in greater detail. 

 

2.1.1 Nativism and Welfare Chauvinism 

The concept of nativism describes a “xenophobic version of nationalism” (Ennser-Jedenastik 

2016, 412) and supports the notion that the nation-state should be only inhabited by its “native 

population” that is usually defined by ethnic determinations entails hostility towards non-native 

inhabitants of the nation-state. (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). Nativism´s implications to the 

welfare state are primarily based on restricting access to welfare measures to the national 

population while, in its most comprehensive version, entirely excluding non-nationals 

inhabitants (mainly refugees and immigrants) from welfare entitlements2 (Ennser-Jedenastik 

2016; Van Der Waal, De Koster, and Van Oorschot 2013). In the welfare state literature, this 

position of tying welfare measures to citizenship has been termed “welfare chauvinism” 

(Ennser-Jedenastik 2018; de Koster, Achterberg, and van der Waal 2013; Van Der Waal, De 

Koster, and Van Oorschot 2013). However, welfare chauvinism must not entail a complete 

exclusion of non-nationals from welfare benefits but can also result in “welfare favoritism”, 

which describes situations in which the national population receives more benefits or higher 

quality state support than non-nationals (Abts et al. 2021; Van Der Waal, De Koster, and Van 

 
2 It must be mentioned here that practically all political parties must somewhere draw a line restricting welfare 

benefits to a specific part of the population, which typically corresponds to holding the citizenship of the respective 

state. However, the strong focus of xenophobic exclusion of welfare measures by the PRRPs, that in some cases 

informs the totality of socio-economic policy positioning, differentiates the PRR from other mainstream parties. 

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



  17 

Oorschot 2013). Welfare chauvinism can also take the shape of “welfare conditionality,” in 

which non-nationals must provide proof of admissibility in order to receive welfare 

entitlements that are often conditional on labor market participation, contributions, period of 

residency, or cultural assimilation such as language proficiency (Abts et al. 2021). Thus, 

nativism informs on who is deemed “deserving” based on van Oorschot´s deservingness 

criterium of (national) identity (Abts et al. 2021; van Oorschot 2006). In other words, 

distributing welfare measures is justified by having the “right” identity of being a citizen of the 

nation-state. PRRPs have been shown to use the frame of nativism by emphasizing “identity as 

a key criterion of deservingness, demanding to preserve and/or prioritize welfare for “our own 

kind of people” [in contrast to immigrants, since it] pertains to the fundamental question of 

who belongs to the community of potential legitimate [welfare] recipients” (Abts et al. 2021, 

30).  

When looking at the different levels of analyzing the welfare state, the concept of nativism 

informs on how PRRPs aim to shape the welfare on the dimension of redistribution design, 

which relates to the questions of “who should get what and who should pay for it” (Abts et al. 

2021, 26). PRRPs call for a nativist redistribution of socio-economic entitlements by cutting 

support for non-nationals (immigrants and refugees), who, in this sense, should “pay” in favor 

of higher welfare possibilities for the national population. 

2.1.2 Authoritarianism and Welfare Producerism 

Authoritarianism constitutes the second core component of the populist radical right´s ideology 

(Mudde 2007). The concept of authoritarianism “describes an emphasis on the maintenance of 

traditional values, strong law-and-order policies to deter and punish crime, and on the 

acceptance of a hierarchical society” (Tillman 2021, 118). Furthermore, authoritarianism is 

typically connected to a “strong conception of what constitutes morally acceptable behavior” 

in this hierarchical society (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016, 413). Based on this, welfare measures are 

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



  18 

not to be distributed universally but on the grounds of conformity to society´s values and 

expectations, primarily the expectation of willingness to work and contribute to society 

(Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). This means that PRRPs base considerations of who is deemed 

“deserving” on the willingness to partake in the economy through paid labor but simultaneously 

recognize that specific groups cannot take up paid employment yet are highly “deserving” of 

social assistance, including the elderly, the traditional family, as well as the sick and disabled 

(Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). While the elderly are understood as “deserving” because they have 

contributed and conformed to society´s expectations throughout their lifetime, the sick and 

disabled are included among the “deserving” as they are generally not considered responsible 

for their conditions (Abts et al. 2021). For PRRPs, the traditional family is also to be placed in 

the group of “deserving” as it “is viewed as the nucleus of society and reproductive activities 

are therefore considered as a legitimate reason not to work in paid employment” (Ennser-

Jedenastik 2016, 414).  

Conversely, authoritarianism also informs on framing other specific groups that are understood 

as “undeserving” of welfare measures, apart from non-native immigrants. These are primarily 

free riders of the welfare system, meaning individuals who mainly rely on welfare state benefits 

even though they could actively take up paid employment (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). 

Correspondingly, another group typically viewed as “less deserving” by PRRPs is the 

unemployed, precisely those who are argued to be “partially responsible” for their 

unemployment status and are not actively looking for re-employment3  (Ennser-Jedenastik 

2016).  

Abts et al. (2021) refine the role of authoritarianism by introducing the notion of “welfare 

producerism”, which is based on the deservingness criteria of control, attitude, and reciprocity. 

 
3 It is important to mention that it is not only PRRPs, but a multitude of other political parties and politicians view 

the elderly, the family, and the sick and disabled as “deserving” of state support and condemn free riding and 

disapprove help for the “responsibly” unemployed (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). These expectations, thus, should be 

understood as somewhat less demanding and also less empirically informative. 
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While the criterion control refers to the ones who are “personally responsible for their state of 

neediness” (Abts et al. 2021, 26) and therefore in control of their socio-economic situation, the 

criteria of attitude and reciprocity play a crucial role in allocating the level of  “deservingness” 

based on the behavior of welfare recipients. The deservingness criteria of attitude and 

reciprocity include the notion of equity to those who have already contributed to the welfare 

state. It is argued that in line with conforming to society´s values, “gratefulness and good 

moral” (Abts et al. 2021, 26) towards receiving welfare benefits increases the degree of 

deservingness, just as those who have already contributed to the welfare system are understood 

as more deserving (van Oorschot 2000, 2006). Furthermore, as authoritarianism is “typically 

motivated by a concern [of] preventing crime and social disorder, which PRR parties often link 

to immigration” (Tillman 2021, 118), the authoritarian framework is often combined with 

nativist appeals of welfare chauvinism under the argument that cultural outsiders are 

“naturally” more prone to cheat the welfare system (Abts et al. 2021; van Oorschot 2008). 

Through this frame of authoritarianism, the radical right shapes the welfare state dimension of 

redistribution design (regarding the question of who should get what) and the dimension of 

agency and scope by focusing on who should take care of redistribution and how much should 

be redistributed to whom (Abts et al. 2021). PRRPs argue that the state should take up the 

redistribution towards the “deserving” who have either conformed to society´s expectations by 

working and contributing or are not responsible for being unable to do so in the case of the 

elderly, sick, and disabled. 

2.1.3 Welfare Populism 

Populism presents another core ideological feature of the PRR and understands politics as a 

struggle between the “pure people” and a “corrupt elite” (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; Mudde 

2007). In connection to the welfare system, PRRPs are using the frame of populism to argue 

that the welfare state as an institution itself is inherently flawed, arguing that the “political 
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elite” is to be blamed for a misfunctioning redistributive system (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). It 

is argued that current social support arrangements are not delivering necessary social support 

to those “truly in need” and has primarily become a tool to distribute tax revenues towards a 

“self-serving elite” (Abts et al. 2021; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; de Koster, Achterberg, and van 

der Waal 2013). In the literature, this connection of populism to the socio-economic realm is 

labeled “welfare populism” (Abts et al. 2021; Derks 2006; Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; de Koster, 

Achterberg, and van der Waal 2013). While “welfare chauvinism” and “welfare producerism” 

concentrate on the “horizontal social contract between contributors and [beneficiaries]” (Abts 

et al. 2021, 35), “welfare populism” criticizes “the vertical social contract between citizens and 

the state” (Abts et al. 2021, 35). It is argued that the PRR uses the frame of “welfare populism” 

to establish an inherent antagonism between “the establishment” and the “common citizen” in 

relation to the redistributive processes, contending that the welfare establishment focuses too 

much on remunerating “elitist, political insiders”, such as politicians and bureaucrats and 

should instead emphasize social benefits to the “taxpaying, common man” (Ennser-Jedenastik 

2016).  

Abts et al. (2021) have argued that through the frame of “welfare populism”, PRRPs have been 

mainly attacking the welfare state dimension of implementation process and outcome, which 

deals with whether social benefits are delivered efficiently and effectively. By arguing that the 

“common man” and those “truly in need” are not the prime recipients of state-led redistributive 

efforts, the PRR contends that implementation and outcomes of the welfare state are ineffective 

(Abts et al. 2021). Simultaneously, “welfare populism” also refers to the dimension of agency 

and scope, as it is argued that the political establishment favors a “wrong” kind of recipients 

(i.e., immigrants and political insiders) as prime recipients of social benefits that should be 

directed to taxpaying citizens (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). 
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Considering these three ideological frames of the PRR, this paper argues that a combination of 

“welfare chauvinism”, “welfare authoritarianism”, and “welfare populism” aids PRRPs to 

establish “an apparently “egalitarian”, but in fact selective critique of the welfare state” (Abts 

et al. 2021, 36). In blaming the “establishment” for not sufficiently delivering social support to 

those that are deemed “deserving” (i.e., the contributing native population or those in genuine 

need), the PRR sets the baseline for a highly “dualistic” welfare state, limited to nationals and 

even allows for the argument to expand on welfare measures in areas such as family provisions 

and pensions (Abts et al. 2021). In answering the first part of my research question, I expect 

similar “dualistic” developments for FPÖ´s social policy positioning, promoting the expansion 

of welfare support for the “deserving”. This paper´s analysis will go beyond investigating 

FPÖ´s welfare chauvinism4 as the fundamental influence on its social policy positioning but 

argues that also “welfare producerist” considerations of recipients´ behavior and a “welfare 

populist” critique of the welfare state as an institution are driving factors in shaping FPÖ´s 

social policy.  

Therefore, I hypothesize that FPÖ is not only using its core ideological elements of nativism, 

authoritarianism, and populism to frame who is seen as “deserving” and “undeserving”, but 

that these elements also shape the framing of the dimensions of the welfare state pertaining to 

agency and scope, redistribution design, and implementation and outcomes. My hypotheses 

connected to part one of the research question regarding the change in FPÖ´s social policy 

positioning towards a comprehensive but restricted welfare state are:  

H1: FPÖ proposes a “dualistic” welfare state, calling for socio-economic expansion 

and protectionism for the “deserving”, while promoting a market-based, neo-liberal 

approach for the “undeserving”. 

 
4 For a detailed analysis covering this topic, see Ennser-Jedenastik´s (2016) paper „A Welfare State for Whom?”. 
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H2: FPÖ uses elements of their core ideology (i.e., nativism, authoritarianism, 

populism) to frame and determine the welfare state dimensions of agency and scope, 

redistribution design, and implementation process and outcome.  

2.2 Shifting the Demographics: Social Class and Gender  

To answer part two of the proposed research question, it is hypothesized that the shift in social 

policy positioning I have just outlined has changed voting behavior and the composition of 

FPÖ's electorate to include new sub-groups of voters regarding class composition and gender. 

I expect the move towards a more generous but “dualistic” welfare approach has shifted FPÖ´s 

core voter dynamics from a traditionally male bourgeois voter profile (Ennser-Jedenastik 2020) 

towards now attracting more female and working-class voters. 

Looking first at the aspect of a potential shift in class composition, existing literature has shown 

that by changing their socio-economic policy positioning to supporting a strong welfare state 

over the last twenty years, the radical right now appeals to traditionally left-leaning working-

class voters that typically support a comprehensive welfare system due to their socio-economic 

standing (Afonso and Rennwald 2018; Arzheimer 2012; Oesch 2008; Otjes 2019). By 

implementing a “left authoritarian” policy agenda, that means left on socio-economic issues 

and right on socio-cultural matters, it is argued the PRR has been able to expand their electoral 

support from both the political right to now include traditionally left-leaning voters (Abts et al. 

2021; Lefkofridi and Michel 2017). It has also been shown that using the “protectionist welfare 

paradigm” mentioned above has primarily impacted growing working-class support for 

PRRPs, which have correspondingly “proletarized” across Europe (Afonso and Rennwald 

2018; Chueri 2022). Contrarily, left-leaning middle-class class voters are argued instead to 

support the “social investment paradigm” connected to universal welfare approaches of the 

social democratic party family (Chueri 2022).  
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Literature also shows that a majority of members of the working class feel “left behind” and 

underrepresented by political mainstream parties and, while standing for broad socio-economic 

redistribution, share relatively strong chauvinist and populist sentiments regarding a welfare 

state that has seemingly “forgotten” them (Afonso and Rennwald 2018; Oesch 2008). 

Therefore, I expect that a high number of working-class voters have been drawn to PRRPs 

because of their connection of an extensive, traditionally leftist social policy to the frames of 

welfare chauvinism, producerism, and populism, prompting feelings of "deservingness”. I 

assume that by using their core ideological frames, the PRR has successfully reached out to the 

working class by challenging the current welfare system for not providing sufficient support to 

the common working citizen and has placed the wrong emphasis on aiding immigrants, free-

riders, and bureaucrats, that have not contributed enough to society – sentiments broadly shared 

by the working class (Oesch 2008). 

When investigating the aspect of gender, it is crucial to look at PRRPs newly established strong 

focus on protecting and supporting the family and single mothers, which, in the literature, are 

understood as “traditionally female” political issues (Campbell and Erzeel 2018; Chueri and 

Damerow 2023; Ennser-Jedenastik 2022; Erzeel and Rashkova 2017). It can also be shown that 

in electoral programs of the PRR, women are mainly addressed in their role as mothers, 

strengthening the connection between family and women´s issues (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016; 

Morgan 2013). As mentioned above, PRRPs place considerable emphasis on framing the 

“traditional” family5 as one of the main constituents “deserving” of social support, presenting 

it as the foundation of the national society´s prosperity connected to pro-nativist arguments 

(Chueri and Damerow 2023; Ennser-Jedenastik 2022). However, the radical right does not 

 
5 The term „traditional“ family refers to familial structures that corresponds to the conservative, heteronormative 

image of the family. This means that the family is normally seen as consisting of father, mother, and child. 

Simultaneously, proposals for supporting LGBTQ+ families by establishing institutional support by legalizing 

marriage or adoption or supporting through financial benefits are normally opposed by the PRR to different 

degrees (Chueri and Damerow 2023; Ennser-Jedenastik 2022). 

C
E

U
eT

D
C

ol
le

ct
io

n



  24 

focus on establishing comprehensive gender equality and does not challenge the “traditional 

intra-family division of labor [between men responsible for providing income and women as 

primary caregivers]” (Ennser-Jedenastik 2022, 154) but aims to support the “institution of the 

family” overall (Ennser-Jedenastik 2022). While PRRPs have long been understood as 

traditionally male parties, recent studies have shown that the radical right has developed to 

exhibit higher female voter counts and slowly close the gender gap in the electorate (Akkerman 

2015; Campbell and Erzeel 2018; Chueri and Damerow 2023; Coffé 2019; Erzeel and 

Rashkova 2017; Hansen 2019). Chueri and Damerow (2023) argue that this happens by 

implementing a more descriptive representation of women in politics (i.e., by instigating female 

leadership) or by adopting substantive female representation through the implementation of 

gender equality and family issues in their political agenda. While FPÖ has never had a female 

party leader and is lacking in establishing true gender equality, such as breaking with the 

traditional image of women as the primary caregivers, the focus relating to gender in this paper 

lies on FPÖ´s proposed family policy and the framing thereof. In line with recent research, it 

has been shown that over the last twenty years, FPÖ has adopted strong sentiments of 

supporting Austrian families and single mothers (Ennser-Jedenastik 2020, 2022). I, therefore, 

expect a growing ratio of female voters in the electorate of FPÖ over time in relation to an 

increasing focus on “female” issues.  

Based on these considerations of social class and gender, I expect that the shift in social policy 

positioning has changed the dynamics of FPÖ´s voter base and has expanded from consisting 

of a traditionally male, upper-middle-class voter profile to now attracting more women and 

voters from the working class. Therefore, my hypotheses relating to part two of the research 

question on a potential change in the voting behavior of FPÖ´s electorate are: 
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H3: FPÖ´s social policy positioning has developed to attract more working-class voters 

by promoting a generous but “protectionist” welfare system (using the frames of 

nativism, authoritarianism, and populism). 

H4: FPÖ´s social policy positioning has developed to attract more female voters by 

emphasizing extensive social support for the “traditional” family in their political 

agenda. 
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3. Methodology and Case Selection 

In this chapter, I outline the methodological framework employed to answer my research 

question: How has the change in social policy positioning by FPÖ (part one) impacted voting 

behavior and the demographics of its electorate (part two)?  that can be divided into two parts 

in line with the dual theoretical basis outlined in the previous chapter. Hence, the 

methodological framework follows a two-step process. Firstly, I am analyzing how FPÖ has 

shifted in its social policy positioning and framing. Secondly, I investigate the impact of this 

shift on FPÖ´s electorate regarding social class and gender. In this chapter, I also outline the 

case selection process and provide some historical background of FPÖ to situate this research. 

To determine the shift in FPÖ´s welfare approach and its framing according to hypotheses H1 

and H2, this paper relies on Abts et al.´s (2021) proposed framework for performing a 

qualitative content analysis of party documents and manifestos of PRRPs on their welfare 

framing over time.6 This paper will qualitatively analyze the content of FPÖ´s party manifestos 

dating from 1994 to 2019 regarding the three dimensions of the welfare state, allowing for a 

comparative evaluation of FPÖ´s social policy positioning over time.7 Following Abts et al.´s 

(2021) framework, this paper structures the coding of welfare statements in the party 

manifestos of FPÖ along the three welfare dimensions: agency and scope, redistribution design, 

and implementation process and outcome, which are summarized by Abts et al. (2021, 28) in 

their Table 1, also shown below. This research aims to analyze the core arguments used by 

FPÖ over time to frame welfare issues.  

 

 
6 Abts et al. (2021) have analyzed PRRPs social policy developments looking at the case studies of Belgium, 

France, Italy, and the Netherlands. My analysis will provide a detailed analysis of FPÖ using this framework, 

closing the gap in the existing literature, and testing its generalizability.  
7 Please see appendix A.1 for a bibliographic list of the analyzed electoral manifestos.  
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Table 1: The Multi-Dimensionality of Welfare from Abts et al. (2021, 28) 

Dimension Issue Sub-dimensions8 

Agency and scope Who should take care of welfare and how much 

should be redistributed? 

Welfare mix 

Range 

Degree 

Redistribution 

design 

Who should get what? Who should pay for it? Deservingness 

Burden 

Implementation 

and outcomes 

Are welfare arrangements delivered efficiently 

and effectively? Do they reach their goal? 

Efficiency and 

effectiveness 

(Un)intended Outcomes 

 

The insights into the shift in welfare positioning of FPÖ from the qualitative content analysis 

of electoral programs are complemented with quantitative data by the “Manifesto Project 

Database”, showcasing salience differences of socio-economic topics in FPÖ´s party programs 

over time (Lehman et al. 2023). According to the Manifesto Project Database, the numbers 

“the constitute the relative share of statements for each category in relation to all statements in 

the manifesto” (Lehman 2024, 2) and, therefore, show the percentual salience of specific 

welfare issues.9 I include salience measurements of the variables welfare state expansion, 

welfare state limitation, a positive view of labor groups, and salience of noneconomic 

demographic groups, which includes women, pensioners, and students. Analyzing these 

variables provides insights into FPÖ´s conception of the welfare state´s role towards workers 

and women. Additionally, to provide a more general analysis and overview of the salience of 

welfare issues, I coded welfare issues into five major sub-dimensions and looked at the page 

space dedicated to each sub-dimension in the electoral programs over time. I then converted 

page space into percentual salience by looking at the page space of sub-dimensions in relation 

to the total page count of the respective electoral programs. As a comparative element and 

 
8 Please refer to appendix A.2 for detailed explanation of sub-dimensions that were anaylzed. 
9 See the appendix A.3 for a detailed description of which identification variables were used in the salience 

analysis.  
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indicator for socio-cultural topics in FPÖ´s electoral programs, I included the salience of 

immigration issues as a separate sub-dimension that is not to be counted as a welfare sub-

dimension. In this analysis, the page count dedicated to specific welfare topics can, thus, give 

insights into the importance accredited to these welfare topics as I assume that higher salience 

and emphasis dedicated to an electoral topic represents increased importance. On the one hand, 

this allows for a salience comparison of welfare topics in relation to non-welfare issues as well 

as an analysis of space given to each sub-dimension over time. The identified welfare sub-

dimensions are:  

1) Labor, Employees, Economy, Budget  

2) Family and Women 

3) Pensions 

4) Healthcare 

5) Social Justice and Redistribution10 

To analyze a possible change in the voting behavior of FPÖ's electorate according to 

hypotheses H3 and H4, I correlate this salience-based quantitative data of welfare issues in 

FPÖ's party programs with overall election results in national elections. Secondly, I determine 

the changing support of working-class and female voters.11  To do this, I correlate data on the 

welfare salience of sub-dimensions 1) Labor, Employees, Economy, Budget, and 2) Family 

and Women with post-election survey data on FPÖ voter profiles, focusing on the percentage 

of working-class voters and women voters. Through this approach, longitudinal trends 

concerning changing overall electoral support for FPÖ, as well as more specific insights into 

 
10 This sub-dimension refers to redistributive issues including the role of the state in supporting the very poor 

and the disabled and references to an “unequal duality of the state” in preferring the rich, elites, and political 

insiders, while ignoring the “real needy”. In this sense, this sub-dimension focused on all arguments outlining 

the alleged “unfair” welfare system and all proposals to redistribute more effectively away from the elite.  
11 In this analysis, following the definition by the SORA Institute for Social Research and Analysis (SORA 2019), 

the sub-group of “workers” are defined as “blue-collar” workers, distinct from “white collar” employees and the 

self-employed. For classifying voters into these categories related to employment status, SORA relies on self-

declaration of national election survey respondents. 
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changing voter profiles on social class and gender, can be analyzed in light of its shift in welfare 

positioning. 

Another aspect I aim to examine is FPÖ´s spending attitude and its willingness to distribute 

welfare provisions to the aforementioned welfare sub-dimensions, allowing for an assessment 

of which policy areas and welfare recipients FPÖ deems most deserving of social support. I 

coded spending attitude into three categories, as shown in Table 2. This coding also allows for 

an analysis of overall spending attitude and the determination of years in which FPÖ proposes 

especially generous welfare provisions. Correlation calculations are performed for FPÖ´s total 

spending attitude and overall electoral support. To test whether increased welfare spending 

attitude impacts attracting female or working-class voters, the spending attitude for the sub-

dimensions 1) Labor, Employees, Economy, Budget, and 2) Family and Women are also 

correlated with respective voter data on these sub-groups´ electoral support. 

Table 2: Coding of Spending Attitude 

 

This research assumes that proposed electoral programs are significantly responsible for 

shaping voter choice. In other words, I presume that voters are either attracted or disinclined to 

vote for a party based on the party´s presented policy positioning. As outlined in the theoretical 

chapter, I assume that more female and working-class individuals will be attracted to FPÖ 

because of changing social policy positioning in FPÖ electoral programs. However, it is 

possible and likely that political parties also coordinate their policy proposals to cohere with 

the interests of their already established voter base (Afonso and Rennwald 2018). This means 

FPÖ potentially adapts its social policy proposals towards more pro-welfare positions 

Spending Willingness Coding Level 

Minimal state support/focus on low tax rates 1 

Moderate welfare support 2 

Generous state support 3 
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considering its changing working-class composition and gender ratio of its electorate (Afonso 

and Rennwald 2018). To test whether FPÖ significantly shapes their social policy positioning 

to align with their voter base´s interests, I analyze whether increased gender ratios in FPÖ´s 

electorate correlate to a corresponding increase in proposed welfare provisions. This is done 

by correlating the proportion of women in FPÖ´s electorate in one election year on the salience 

level of welfare issues in the respective next electoral program. These results inform if the FPÖ 

significantly adapts its social welfare program to fit the demographics of its voter base 

established in previous elections. I focus on FPÖ´s gender ratio, as data on the ratio of working 

class in comparison to other occupational statuses is not publicly available and could not be 

gathered due to time constraints.12 Data on the gender ratio of FPÖ´s electorate was directly 

provided by Dr. Peter Hajek from the Peter Hajek Public Opinion Strategies Institute (Hajek 

and Peter Hajek Public Opinion Strategies 2024).13 These insights additionally inform on 

whether significant changes in the demographic composition of FPÖ´s electorate by gender are 

observable and provide data on the developments of the gender gap in FPÖ´s electorate from 

1994 to 2019. 

 

Regarding the case selection of this thesis, according to Ennser-Jedenastik (2020), FPÖ is to 

be understood as one of the most successful European PRRP and distinctly represents the 

ideology and voter profile of the radical right. FPÖ was founded in the 1950s and played a 

minor role in Austrian politics compared to the traditionally established Austrian Social 

Democratic Party (SPÖ) and the Christian-conservative Austrian Peoples Party (ÖVP). From 

its outset, the party was split between a nationalist and a more neo-liberal, pragmatic faction 

 
12 Please refer to Afonso and Rennwald´s (2018) paper “Social class and the changing welfare state agenda of 

radical right parties in Europe” for an assessment of changing working-class composition of European PRRPs 

from 1980 to the early 2010s. 
13 Please refer to appendix A.4 for the complete data on FPÖ´s electoral performance and gender ratio. 

Unfortunately, the data on the female proportion of FPÖ voters for the year 2008 is missing in this analysis. 
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(Ennser-Jedenastik 2020). Internal party conflicts peaked in 1986, after the party entered its 

first coalition with the social democrats in 1983, led by the economically liberal faction, when 

nationalist faction leader, Jörg Haider, took over party leadership, successfully challenging the 

sitting party leader of the liberal wing (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). Under Haider, FPÖ 

experienced a populist shift and slowly turned away from its neo-liberal pro-market positions 

during the 1990s, marking the beginning of increasing electoral success. While in the 1950s 

and 1960s, FPÖ´s electorate consisted mainly of male individuals from the petit-bourgeoisie, 

during Haider´s leadership, FPÖ´s electorate became increasingly working class (Afonso and 

Rennwald 2018). By the late 1990s, up to 65% of FPÖ voters were working class, while in the 

early 1970s, only around 45% of FPÖ voters were workers. (Afonso and Rennwald 2018). In 

1999, FPÖ reached their best result to date of 27% of the popular vote in Austria´s national 

elections and entered into a coalition government with ÖVP (Ennser-Jedenastik 2020). Internal 

conflicts among FPÖ politicians led to early elections in 2002 and dramatic electoral losses for 

the party. In 2005, FPÖ leadership split again, with Jörg Haider leaving the ranks and founding 

the new party “Alliance Future of Austria” (BZÖ) while Vienna´s party chairman Heinz-

Christian Strache took up party leadership (Ennser-Jedenastik 2020). Under Strache, FPÖ 

could rebuild electoral gains, focused on immigration as its core issue, and rebranded itself as 

the “social homeland party”, establishing a strong pro-welfare but chauvinist social policy 

position (Ennser-Jedenastik 2016). After the 2017 elections, FPÖ, once more, partnered with 

ÖVP as junior partner in a coalition government, which was dramatically terminated in 2019 

by the Ibiza affair, uncovering major corruption propositions by Strache and other leading FPÖ 

officials (Ennser-Jedenastik 2020). At the time of writing, FPÖ is projected to reach up to 29% 

in the next parliamentary elections in the fall of 2024 (Der Standard 2024; Der Standard and 

Seidl 2024). This paper analyzes data from 1994 to 2019. This timeframe was chosen as it 

allows for an effective analysis of the overarching shift in social policy of European PRRPs, 
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with FPÖ abandoning its neoliberal position on socio-economic issues in the early 2000s and 

the subsequent establishment of considerable emphasis on welfare issues throughout the 2010s.   
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4. Findings and Discussion 

In this section, I present my findings of the collected qualitative data based on content analysis 

of FPÖ´s electoral programs from 1994 to 2019 and the collected quantitative data. The 

quantitative data is presented in sub-chapters dedicated to electoral statistics, salience measures 

of welfare topics, spending attitudes, and data on the development of voter demographics by 

gender within FPÖ´s electorate. In the second part of this chapter, an interpretation and 

discussion of the data follows. In presenting the data, this paper´s main research focus on 

workers´ support and family and women´s policy will be emphasized. 

4.1 Qualitative content analysis of FPÖ´s electoral programs 

Looking at the qualitative data collected from FPÖ electoral programs, some significant 

developments can be highlighted to have changed in the framing of welfare by the party over 

time in the areas of agency and scope, redistribution design, and implementation process and 

outcome.14 

Firstly, when looking at the dimension of agency and scope, a clear trend away from neo-liberal 

arguments focusing on strengthening national economic performance by curtailing welfare 

spending and emphasizing beneficiary tax cuts for the working class, small and medium-sized 

enterprises, and the family as well as a focus on active labor market policies can be analyzed 

(FPÖ 1994, 1999). In the 1990s, FPÖ argued for a minimal perception of the welfare state, 

highlighting personal responsibility, and only providing social support in cases of existential 

hardship that can arise due to old age, disability, illness, accident, unemployment, or severe 

strokes of fate. FPÖ also strongly argued against the state´s involvement in the free market, 

arguing for “full privatization of the nationalized economy and sale of all public shares in 

private companies" (FPÖ 1994, 53) and holds past socialist governments responsible for 

 
14 Please refer to appendix A.5 for the coding and detailed results of the qualitative content analysis. 
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inefficient public spending (FPÖ 1994, 1999). By the early 2000s, a greater willingness for 

generous state support to alleviate the situation of workers, families, and pensioners can be 

analyzed by FPÖ´s appeal for establishing and expanding minimum wages, minimum pensions, 

and more significant childcare subsidies (FPÖ 2006, 2013, 2017). Regarding the range of social 

domains covered by welfare provisions, FPÖ has greatly emphasized pensions, family 

assistance, and enhancing the conditions of workers, introducing tax breaks for workers and 

families, bonuses for single mothers and low-income families, as well as calling for an increase 

and yearly adjustment of pensions, minimum wages, and family allowances to inflation levels 

(FPÖ 2002, 2013, 2017). Interestingly, these developments are often combined with low, 

business-friendly tax schemes (FPÖ 2002, 2006).  

However, even though welfare issues have become a central topic in FPÖ´s electoral programs 

and a clear shift away from neo-liberal policies can be observed, FPÖ has not adopted an 

overwhelming “leftist” perception of welfare support and has, for instance, remained highly 

critical toward the introduction of a basic income scheme, arguing that "any financial incentive 

which - like the basic income - serves as a lure must be stopped” (FPÖ 2017, 3). Furthermore, 

instead of more “leftist” calls for the expansion of welfare payments to citizens, FPÖ called for 

comprehensive recalibration of the welfare state to cut costs and improve equality and 

efficiency in favor of those who “really need it”. Accordingly, FPÖ has argued that 

"redistribution does not bring real relief in the long term. We need structural reforms" (FPÖ 

2008, 10) and that “potential savings can be made by optimizing social spending, the subsidy 

system, federalism, and general administration, but also by merging social security institutions” 

(FPÖ 2017, 22). This approach is exemplified by FPÖ's intention to consolidate and streamline 

the national social security scheme and the national pension systems (FPÖ 2006, 2008, 2013). 

They successfully implemented reforms in this area as they held the ministry for social affairs 
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and welfare during their periods in government (FPÖ 2013, 2017).15 At the same time, FPÖ 

has called for a separate insurance scheme for non-nationals and refugees (FPÖ 2006) and has 

promoted a neo-liberal approach and work-fare policies for non-nationals, emphasizing 

essential contributions to the Austrian state and willingness to work in order to receive minimal 

social support.  

Secondly, when analyzing the dimension of redistribution design, it can be shown that FPÖ 

clearly determines families, workers, and pensioners as the primary recipients of welfare 

provisions, emphasizing the frames of contribution and identity as key criteria for 

deservingness of social support (FPÖ 2006, 2013, 2019). Since the early 2000s, FPÖ 

consistently argued for generous welfare payments to families, understood as the “nucleus […] 

for a functioning society” (FPÖ 2011, 8) that must be supported by the state for their central 

contributions of building the foundation of the national society´s prosperity. Similarly, 

pensioners who “have given a lifetime of service” (FPÖ 2013, 5) must be fairly imbursed for 

their lifelong contribution to establish national welfare. On the other hand, the frame of identity, 

pertaining to who belongs to potential welfare recipients, clearly outlines a shift towards 

“welfare chauvinism”, understanding foreigners and immigrants as strictly undeserving of 

welfare benefits and tying welfare provisions to Austrian citizenship. This frame of identity 

and subsequent arguments for “welfare chauvinism” have drastically increased and are 

especially salient in the FPÖ electoral programs of 2013 and 2017. In these programs, virtually 

all welfare aspects are framed using welfare chauvinist arguments and closely tying welfare 

support to nationality. This includes comparing the amount of social benefits provided for 

Austrians with state support supplied for immigrants or refugees (FPÖ 2013, 2017, 2019). By 

doing this, refugees and non-natives are presented as an apparent burden to the welfare state, 

 
15 In these consolidations, FPÖ centralized the pension schemes by unifying differing payment-schemes for 

occupational groups and undertook one of the biggest changes in the realm of social policy by restructuring of 

Austria´s social security system, merging 21 insurance carriers into only five insurance companies (Parlament 

Republik Österreich 2018). 
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undeserving of social support that instead should primarily go to “hard-working”, tax-paying 

Austrian citizens. Furthermore, it can be analyzed that whenever state support is to be given to 

non-nationals, it is closely connected to the frame of and willingness to work, as well as 

language proficiency and integration and assimilation into Austrian society (FPÖ 1994, 2008, 

2017). In this way, welfare behavior and conformity to society´s expectations for welfare 

recipients are front and center in the decision of who is deemed “deserving”. 

Thirdly, looking at the framing of the dimension of implementation process and outcomes, 

FPÖ fundamentally critiques the institution of the welfare state itself by questioning its ability 

to efficiently deliver social support to the “deserving” and “truly needy” (FPÖ 2013, 2017, 

2019). It can be demonstrated that FPÖ has consistently understood political elites (such as the 

more mainstream parties, ÖVP and SPÖ) as the main actors to blame for an inefficient if not 

“corrupted” system arguing for the “abolition of politicians' pensions and double remuneration 

from several public functions" (FPÖ 1994, 67). FPÖ, thus, presents itself as the protector of 

the “common citizen by arguing that “SPÖ and ÖVP devalue the mass of wages with far too 

high taxes and make life more expensive with excessive fees. The middle classes are left to 

fend for themselves with maximum taxes" (FPÖ 2013, 3). Similarly, it has been argued that 

FPÖ has “seen it as its task to make every effort to make people as such the actual beneficiaries 

of the Austrian social system and to reshape the previous unjust and inefficient socialist system, 

which focused on institutions rather than people" (FPÖ 2002, 82). According to the FPÖ, 

immigrants are also to blame for economic and social inequalities, arguing that "economic 

refugees", i.e., refugees who immigrated not because of persecution or war, but because of 

economic prospects (and are therefore not entitled to social support based on need), undermine 

and abuse the Austrian welfare state, while the mainstream parties are watching inactively. 

(FPÖ 2013, 2017, 2019). 
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4.2 Quantitative analysis of electoral data, salience measurements, 

and spending attitude 

I will now present the results of the quantitative analysis, comprising data on general electoral 

support of FPÖ, the development of welfare salience in FPÖ electoral programs, as well as 

analyzing the spending attitude of FPÖ towards different welfare sub-dimensions over time, 

and data on the gender gap of FPÖ´s electorate.16 All electoral data was collected from the 

SORA Institute for Social Research and Analysis, also responsible for evaluating the results of 

Austria´s national elections (Neuwirth 2016; Ogris et al. 2002, 2006; Ogris and Hofinger 2008; 

SORA 2024; Zandonella and Perlot 2013, 2017, 2019). Data on women´s and workers´ support 

for 1994 to 1999 were collected from Plasser and Ulram (2000). 

 

4.2.1 Overview of Electoral Support 

Figure 1: FPÖ electoral results over time, including workers´ and women´s vote 

 
16 Please refer to appendix A.4, A.6, A.7, and A.8 for the underlying data sets and references upon which the 

presented graphs are based. 
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Figure 1 shows the collected quantitative data on electoral support over time. In 1999 and 2017, 

FPÖ reached their respective best electoral result of 26%. Looking at total electoral support for 

FPÖ, a sharp drop in support after the 1999 elections and subsequent slow increase from the 

early 2000s can be analyzed, declining slightly again in 2019. This drop in electoral support in 

2002 is very likely to be accredited to FPÖ internal struggles and a change of party leadership, 

while the decrease in support in 2019 can most likely be attributable to the Ibiza affair, 

mentioned in the methodological chapter. Analyzing support by working-class voters, a similar 

considerable drop from 50% of overall worker´s support to around 10% can be observed for 

the 2002 elections. However, from 2006 to 2017, working-class voters increasingly supported 

FPÖ, reaching a considerable 60% of total workers' support in 2017, with a slight decline in 

workers´ support again for the 2019 elections. Contrastingly, women´s support can be 

demonstrated not to fluctuate significantly over the analyzed timeframe, staying relatively 

constant between 10 and 20 percent, reaching its maximum of 22% of the women´s vote in 

2017.  

 

4.2.2 Salience of Welfare Issues 

 
Figure 2 displays the salience of welfare issues in electoral programs in contrast to salience of 

non-welfare-related policy areas. It compares the electoral results with the salience percentage 

of welfare subjects in respective FPÖ electoral programs and reveals a notable increase in the 

space dedicated to social issues between 2006 and 2013. While welfare issues accounted for 

less than one-third of the content in the 1990s, by 2006, the electoral programs dedicated 

around half of their content to social issues. This trend was reversed for the 2017 elections, 

with welfare issues again making up approximately a third of the total program text and, 

surprisingly, taking up only 14% of program space in 2019. When looking at voters´ support 
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for FPÖ, it can be shown that in highly welfare salient years, support by the working class and 

women slightly increased. 

 
Figure 2: Salience of welfare issues in FPÖ electoral programs 

 

Figures 3 and 4 provide a more detailed analysis of the development of welfare salience, 

differentiating distinct welfare sub-dimensions over time. It can be identified that the sub-

dimensions of 1) Labor, Employment, Economy, and Budget, as well as the dimension of 2) 

Family and Women, consistently take up a considerable amount of electoral program space 

dedicated to welfare. The dimension of labor even constituted one-fourth of the total program 

content in 2006 and 2013. Similar to the findings shown in Figure 2, a notable increase in the 

salience of these two sub-dimensions can be analyzed from 2006 to 2013. Figure 4 also shows 

that the rise in overall salience of welfare issues between 2006 and 2013 in Figure 2 can be 

primarily attributed to an increase in salience of the two sub-dimensions 1) Labor, 

Employment, Economy, and Budget, as well as 2) Family and Women. Furthermore, we can 

see that the topic of immigration has gained significant importance over time, starting in 2006 

and being especially salient in the electoral agendas of 2006 and 2019.  
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Figure 4: Salience of welfare sub-dimensions in FPÖ electoral programs 
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 Table 3: Correlation Calculations Salience and Electoral Results 

Interestingly, slightly negative correlations are observed when correlating the salience of 

welfare issues with general voters´ support for FPÖ. Similarly, I find negative correlation 

results for the salience of the sub-dimensions of labor and family issues in electoral programs 

and the workers´ and women´s vote, as shown in Table 3. In other words, for working-class 

and female voters, other electoral issues seem more important than welfare, suggesting that 

socio-economic topics may not resonate strongly with FPÖ´s voter base. This development is 

somewhat surprising as it could mean that higher salience of welfare issues in electoral 

programs might harm FPÖ´s chances of electoral success overall. Increased salience of 

worker´s and women´s issues might also negatively impact the electoral results of female and 

working-class voters. At the same time, it can be shown that the salience of immigration issues 

in electoral programs is also negatively correlated with electoral support, especially with 

female support.  

Correlation Results on Salience of Welfare Issues in FPÖ´s 

Electoral Programs and Electoral Results 

 

Salience of welfare issues overall in electoral programs and FPÖ total 

% reached 

-0,240 

 

Salience of welfare issues overall in electoral programs and % 

workers´ vote 

-0,435 

 

Salience of welfare issues overall in electoral programs and % 

women´s vote 

-0,099 

 

Salience of labor issues in electoral programs and % workers´ vote -0,618 

Salience of family and women´s issues in electoral programs and % 

women´s vote 

-0,110 

 

Salience of immigration in electoral programs and FPÖ total % reached -0,554 

Salience of immigration in electoral programs and % workers´ vote -0,126 

Salience of immigration in electoral programs and % women´s vote -0,719 
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Table 4: Correlation Results of Welfare mentions and selected Welfare dimensions from the Party Manifesto 

Project, Lehman (2023) 

 

Table 4 shows correlation results from salience data by the Party Manifesto Project, including 

more refined salience measurements that can inform FPÖ´s general understanding of what role 

the welfare state should play (Lehman 2023). Fairly strong positive correlations can be shown 

between welfare salience in electoral programs and the salience of talking about welfare state 

expansions (0,7), the salience of a positive assessment of labor groups (0,7), and the salience 

of “non-economic groups,” including women and pensioners (0,5). This means that whenever 

FPÖ dedicates more salience to welfare issues in their electoral programs, they are also talking 

more about labor groups, women, and pensioners and about the expansion of the welfare state 

measures. Contrastingly, only a minimal positive correlation (0,09) can be analyzed between 

the salience of welfare mentions and welfare state limitation, indicating that for the analyzed 

timespan, FPÖ has put no significant effort into calling for cutting back on welfare state 

provisions. 

Correlation Results of Welfare Salience overall and selected Welfare 

dimensions 
 

Salience Welfare and Salience Welfare State Expansion  0,760 

Correlation Salience Welfare and Salience Welfare State Limitation  0,091 

Correlation Salience Welfare and Salience Positive Understanding of 

Labor Groups 
 0,745 

Correlation Welfare and Salience of Non-economic Groups (Women, 

Pensioners, Students) 
 0,584 
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4.2.3 Spending Attitude 

An analysis of the willingness of FPÖ to distribute social benefits, as illustrated in Figure 5, 

provides insight into the general trend of generosity over time. It also allows for identifying the 

groups of welfare recipients the party deems most deserving. A review of the data reveals that 

FPÖ has become considerably more generous, starting in the early 2000s until 2017. Notably, 

the party's spending attitude declined again in its most recent electoral manifesto of 2019. It 

can also clearly be shown that FPÖ favors pensioners and families as primary recipients of 

generous social provisions.17 At the same time, spending attitude towards the working class 

indicates continuous moderate social support for this group of recipients. To analyze the impact 

of spending attitude on electoral support of women and workers, the data on FPÖ´s willingness 

to allocate welfare benefits to the sub-dimensions of 1) Labor, Employees, Economy, Budget 

and 2) Family and Women is connected to electoral support of women and working-class 

 
17 The data on spending attitude does not include spending attitude towards migrants, as according to my 

qualitative data, FPÖ does not change their understanding of providing only minimal social support. 

Figure 5: FPÖ Spending Attitude over time, Sum 

1994 1999 2002 2006 2008 2013 2017 2019

Social Justice and Redistribtion 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 0

Healthcare 0 1 2 2 2 0 1 0

Pensions 1 2 3 2 2 2 3 3

Family and Women 2 2 3 2 3 2 2 2

Labor, Employees, Economy, Budget 1 1 2 1 3 2 2 1
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voters, as shown in Figure 6. Interestingly, while the “high spending” year of 2008 shows an 

upward trend in workers´ and women´s support, similar developments cannot be found for 

another “high spending” year, 2002, in which both groups´ electoral results declined 

drastically. This development is highly likely to be explained by FPÖ´s internal frictions and 

leadership change. Furthermore, there seems to be no direct connection between total electoral 

support for FPÖ and varying spending attitudes on 1) Labor, Employees, Economy, and Budget 

and 2) Family and Women. However, it can be shown that increasing spending attitude towards 

the working class from 2006 to 2019 goes somewhat hand in hand with electoral support from 

this voter group. 

 
Figure 6: Spending Attitude for Labor and Family Issues, Electoral Results 

 

Table 5 shows the results of correlating the data on spending attitude with electoral results. I 

find negative correlations between spending attitudes and electoral results, suggesting that 

increased public spending may not necessarily result in electoral gains for the FPÖ. It can be 
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observed that a negative correlation (-0,35) exists between higher spending attitudes and the 

overall electoral success of FPÖ. Slightly negative correlations are found for FPÖ´s spending 

attitude on labor issues and respective workers´ support (-0,1), as well as willingness to spend 

on family and women´s issues and female voter support (-0,2). 

 

Table 5: Correlation Calculations Spending Attitude on Electoral Results 

 

 

4.2.4 Adapting Electoral Program to Voter Base and FPÖ´s Gender Gap 
 

Figure 7: Gender Proportion of FPÖ voters over time 

 
 

Figure 7 presents the gender ratio in FPÖ voters over time and the respective percentual 

salience of welfare and family and women´s issues in the respective electoral program. It can 

be demonstrated that the gender gap of FPÖ has not significantly changed over time, remaining 
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at a rate of approximately 40% of FPÖ voters. Thus, it can be concluded that FPÖ consistently 

upheld a male-dominated voter base. The salience of family and women´s issues plays virtually 

no role in the quantitative salience data. In 2006, the salience of family and women´s issues 

reached its peak of 16%, while in 2019, this sub-dimension received only around 1,5% of page 

space. 

 

Table 6: Correlation Women´s ratio and Welfare Salience in following electoral program 

 

To analyze whether FPÖ has significantly shifted its salience of welfare in line with changed 

women´s proportion, it is necessary to interpret women´s ratio of one year with the welfare 

salience in respective following election´s program. For example, it can be shown that FPÖ, 

having reached a comparatively higher women´s ratio of 43% in 2002, also exhibits an increase 

in the salience of welfare (from 27% to 50%) and family and women´s issues (from 4% to 

17%) for the electoral program of 2006. Yet, looking at the graph, it can be shown that this is 

not true for all years. In 2017, for instance, FPÖ experienced an increased female ratio in its 

electorate but did not increase the salience of welfare and women´s issues in the 2019 electoral 

program. Table 6 shows the results of correlating the ratio of women in FPÖ´s electorate over 

time with the changing salience level of welfare issues and family and women´s topics in the 

subsequent electoral programs. The positive correlations indicate that, overall, FPÖ seems to 

align its social policy positioning to its changing voter base, while it should be kept in mind 

that some outliers exist in the timeline. 

 

 

Correlation Results  

Women´s ratio with following years salience 

of welfare overall 

0,473 

Women´s ratio with following year´s salience 

of family and women´s issues 

0,645 
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4.3 Interpretation and Discussion of Results 

Looking at the collected data, it is possible to make some critical connections and give answers 

to the tested hypotheses outlined in the theoretical chapter. When analyzing the qualitative text 

data, a change in the framing of welfare issues pertaining to hypotheses H1 and H2 can be 

observed.  

H1: FPÖ proposes a “dualistic” welfare state, calling for socio-economic expansion 

and protectionism for the “deserving”, while promoting a market-based, neo-liberal 

approach for the “undeserving”. 

H2: FPÖ uses elements of their core ideology (i.e., nativism, authoritarianism, 

populism) to frame and determine the welfare state dimensions of agency and scope, 

redistribution design, and implementation process and outcome.  

As mentioned above, FPÖ shifted away from a neo-liberal conception of the welfare state, 

focusing on minimal state support in the 1990s, to now supporting a generous welfare state 

system. While calls for cutting welfare expenses can be analyzed in the early 1990s, FPÖ has 

increasingly promoted welfare state expansion. However, this development shows clear trends 

toward a dualistic understanding of the welfare state, dividing possible recipients into 

“deserving” and “undeserving” of state support. Furthermore, it can be demonstrated that FPÖ 

does not promote a “leftist” universal expansion of social support but calls for a complex 

recalibration of the welfare state, cutting social support from the “undeserving” in favor of 

those deemed “deserving”. 

Examining who is understood to be part of the “deserving”, the qualitative text analysis finds 

that, in line with the underlying theory, FPÖ has adopted three ideological frames that inform 

on “welfare deservingness”: welfare nativism, welfare authoritarianism, and welfare populism. 

The qualitative data clearly shows FPÖ´s utilizing the frame of welfare nativism, focusing on 
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the deservingness criterion of identity. Over the analyzed time frame, FPÖ strengthened its 

stance of providing welfare provisions primarily to native Austrians while blaming non-

nationals, and especially refugees, for undermining and abusing the Austrian social system, 

aiming to cut social support for these groups. Using this frame, FPÖ advocates for “welfare 

chauvinism” and “welfare favoritism” concerning the distribution of social support. It can also 

be analyzed that “deservingness” is closely connected to welfare authoritarianism, primarily 

regarding “willingness to work” and concerns of reciprocity in the welfare system. FPÖ argues 

that only those who contribute to society should be able to receive social support. This is also 

shown by their increased focus on the family, pensioners, and the working class in the electoral 

programs, groups understood as fundamental builders of national prosperity. This also includes 

the extensive use of frames concerning “welfare producerism”, arguing that taxpaying ‘makers’ 

(employees, employers) need to be unshackled from the economic burden that comes from self-

serving ‘takers’ (immigrants, ‘corrupt elite’). My findings show that FPÖ strongly focuses on 

“welfare behavior”, such as gratefulness and good moral of welfare recipients and their 

conformity to society´s expectations in the decision of who is deemed “deserving”.  

Lastly, it can be analyzed that FPÖ has consistently used welfare populist frames when framing 

welfare issues. The qualitative data finds that over the analyzed time frame, FPÖ has 

continuously criticized the welfare state as being inefficient towards those in “real need”, while 

favoring political elites and “undeserving” refugees. By pitting the “common citizen” against 

a “corrupt elite”, FPÖ inherently criticizes the functioning and effectiveness of redistributive 

measures and, in this way, also condemns the institution of the welfare state itself. At the same 

time, this allows FPÖ to propose welfare expansions to their preferred recipients, such as 

Austrian pensioners and families. 

These findings provide valuable results in favor of hypotheses H1 and H2. In accordance with 

H1, FPÖ argues for a dualistic welfare state and promotes generous redistribution toward 
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workers, families, and pensioners who are deemed “most deserving” of welfare provisions. At 

the same time, FPÖ strictly aims to cut aid towards refugees and immigrants, proposing a more 

neo-liberal and workfare-based approach, referring to the personal responsibility of 

employment in order to receive social support. Furthermore, in line with H2, FPÖ has adopted 

the frames of welfare nativism, welfare authoritarianism, and welfare populism to significantly 

shape their social policy stance.  

 

The collected quantitative data allows for the testing of hypotheses H3 and H4 concerning a 

possible shift in the electoral support of workers and women in response to a change in the 

FPÖ's social policy stance. 

H3: FPÖ´s social policy positioning has developed to attract more working-class voters 

by promoting a generous but “protectionist” welfare system (using the frames of 

nativism, authoritarianism, and populism). 

H4: FPÖ´s social policy positioning has developed to attract more female voters by 

emphasizing extensive social support for the “traditional” family in their political 

agenda. 

Looking at longitudinal trends of electoral support of women and workers, it is found that 

FPÖ´s successes in national elections are closely tied to the level of support by female and 

working-class voters. These results seem only logical, as whenever FPÖ successfully mobilizes 

these two voter groups, they are performing better in general elections. Even though 

developments towards a higher emphasis on welfare in FPÖ´s electoral programs can be shown 

in the qualitative content analysis, no significant impact of this shift is found when correlating 

welfare salience and spending attitude with electoral support. My data shows that over time, 

support for FPÖ by working-class voters has significantly increased from 2002 to 60% of the 

working-class vote in 2017. However, my correlation results show that this is not due to an 
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increased emphasis on social policy or declared increased support for workers by FPÖ. 

Simultaneously, the data validates that overall women´s support for FPÖ, as well as the gender 

composition of FPÖ´s voter base, has not changed significantly over time and has not been 

positively impacted by increased salience emphasis and spending attitude of welfare topics and 

of family and women´s issues. Strikingly, while FPÖ has considerably increased its percentage 

salience of welfare issues, as well as labor and family and women's, especially in electoral 

programs between 2006 and 2013, negative correlations are found in connection to the electoral 

support of women and workers. This means that welfare issues seem not to be as impactful on 

the voter choice of women and workers. Similar negative correlations are also demonstrated 

for spending attitude and electoral outcomes for both female and working-class voters. This 

would mean that devoting more social support to these voter groups does not significantly 

impact FPÖ´s electoral support but inconsistently impacts voter support slightly negatively. 

Furthermore, this research shows that the gender gap in FPÖ´s electorate does not vary 

substantially over time. It can be concluded that FPÖ has consistently stayed a male-dominated 

party. Considering whether FPÖ significantly adapts its social policy agenda to align with the 

interests of its voter base, it is shown that FPÖ increases the salience of welfare following a 

more significant female voter proportion. While this is not continuously observable for all 

analyzed years, it can be concluded that FPÖ most likely considers the demographics of their 

established electorate when developing their social policy positioning. 

 

These results show that hypotheses H3 and H4 cannot be proven right and that changes in 

socio-economic policy stances do not significantly impact working-class and female voters. 

The findings show that social policy positioning is not significantly responsible for shifting 

voting behavior for FPÖ. Against the proposed hypotheses emphasizing social policy in 

electoral programs does not increase electoral support of workers and women. Contrarily, these 
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results might support this paper´s counterhypothesis, arguing that it is primarily socio-cultural 

issues, such as immigration, security, and corruption, that significantly impact PRRPs´ voter 

decisions. It seems that socio-economic and welfare issues are not primarily influencing vote 

choice for PRRs and that overall electoral success could instead be attributed to other electoral 

topics. At the same time, it can be demonstrated that salience of immigration issues in electoral 

programs also negatively correlates with electoral support. These results are somewhat 

surprising as they would provide support in favor of socio-cultural issues being crucial in 

mobilizing electoral results. However, I argue that even though these negative results for 

immigration can be observed, broader conclusions on the importance of socio-cultural issues 

should not be drawn as this analysis, due to time constraints, did not include a comprehensive 

analysis of all socio-cultural sub-dimensions, including security and corruption. 

Another potential explanation for these results could be found in the socio-economic structure 

of Austria and its inhabitants, as well as the long-established, comprehensive social security 

system. Austria's wealth is more evenly distributed than in many other countries, meaning that 

social welfare issues are not a primary concern for a significant proportion of voters. Moreover, 

most individuals who would significantly benefit from a dedicated social policy and an 

improved social safety net are not eligible to vote in Austria (Altzinger et al. 2013). This is due 

to the fact that a significant proportion of the population consists of individuals with migratory 

backgrounds who are not entitled to vote in Austria. Of the approximately 9 million inhabitants, 

only around 6 million are entitled to vote (Bundesministerium für Inneres 2024).  

 

The conclusions drawn from the presented quantitative data must be carefully interpreted and 

understood with caution as some shortcomings in methodology exist. Because of time and 

space constraints, the presented salience data focuses on the page count of welfare issues in 

FPÖ´s electoral programs, which does not inform of the value of content or strength of 
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argument but speaks only on spatial percentage dedicated to welfare issues in the program. 

Consequently, this research does not consider the possibility that voters may be more inclined 

to prioritize specific issues that have received less attention and less page space in the 

respective programs. Furthermore, because of time limitations, this paper's methodology could 

not control for external impacts such as FPÖ´s party leadership changes, party scandals, the 

welfare developments of other Austrian parties, or external socio-economically relevant 

occurrences such as the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite these shortcomings in methodological 

approach and the fact that the quantitative analysis must be interpreted with caution, the 

presented findings remain of considerable interest, disproving the expected positive results 

between social policy and workers´ and women´s vote. Moreover, the presented qualitative 

data on FPÖ´s shift in welfare framing provides significant insights into the developments of 

FPÖ´s framing of social policy positioning. 
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Conclusion  

This thesis has analyzed the impact of social policy on electoral results of populist radical right 

parties by the example of FPÖ in Austria from 1994 to 2019. While existing research into the 

topic of the radical right has primarily focused on party profiles of PRRPs, insights into their 

social policy positioning remain scarce. Furthermore, the literature has notably lacked a 

comprehensive examination of the potential demographic shifts among PRR voters because of 

new social policy positionings and subsequent electoral implications. To close this gap in the 

literature, I have analyzed a change in the framing of welfare issues by FPÖ from 1994 to 2019 

and looked into the implications this shift had on female and working-class voters, answering 

the research question of this paper: How has the change in social policy positioning by FPÖ 

impacted voting behavior and the demographics of its electorate? 

 

The theoretical foundation of this thesis proposes that an increased emphasis on social policy 

in the electoral programs of FPÖ should also result in an augmented share of the working-class 

and female electorate, who are traditionally more inclined to support “left-leaning” policies of 

increased social support and redistributive efforts. To answer the research question, a 

qualitative content analysis of FPÖ´s electoral programs was performed to analyze the expected 

shift in welfare policy positioning over time. Additionally, to determine the impact of this shift 

on electoral support of women and workers, I examined the salience dedicated to welfare issues 

in FPÖ´s electoral programs as well as FPÖ´s declared spending willingness of differing 

welfare recipients over time, focusing on families and women and the working-class. 

 

My research concludes that FPÖ has turned away from its neo-liberal pro-market social policy 

positioning in the 1990s and increasingly adopted frames of “welfare nativism”, “welfare 
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authoritarianism”, and “welfare populism” in the discourse surrounding social policy. By 

focusing on the native Austrian population as the primary recipients of welfare provisions 

through the frame of “welfare nativism”, FPÖ has increasingly re-shaped their social policy 

positioning towards a generous but dualistic and chauvinist welfare state, arguing that non-

natives and refugees are to be understood as “undeserving” of social support and should be 

excluded from the national welfare system. Simultaneously, FPÖ argues for increasing social 

support to families, workers, and pensioners. These groups are deemed most “deserving”, 

based on the frame of “welfare authoritarianism” connected to concerns of reciprocity. FPÖ 

argues that these groups are especially deserving of state support for being the fundamental 

contributors to Austrian society and its prosperity. I also find that FPÖ utilizes the frame of 

“welfare producerism”, contending that the “welfare behavior” of recipients matters in the 

considerations of deservingness, focusing strongly on “willingness to work” and including 

deliberations of recipients´ gratefulness and their conformity to society´s expectations. FPÖ 

has also consistently used “welfare populist” arguments when framing social policy by arguing 

that the welfare state has deteriorated into a highly inefficient system that neglects the “truly 

needy” and “ordinary citizens” and has become a self-serving tool for “political elites” who are 

claimed to be the main beneficiaries of state support. In this way, FPÖ promotes an inherent 

antagonism between “just citizens” and a “corrupt elite”, establishing itself as the “only 

protector” of the Austrian population when it comes to socio-economic issues. However, by 

using these three frames, FPÖ has not argued for a “leftist”, egalitarian expansion of welfare 

subsidies to all but has argued for an extensive recalibration of the welfare state, away from 

those deemed “undeserving” (political elites and refugees), towards the ones deems most 

“deserving” (families, pensioners, workers).  
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Even though it can be demonstrated that FPÖ has considerably changed its social policy 

positioning and welfare framing from 1994 to 2029, I find no empirical support that this shift 

has had a significant impact on changing FPÖ´s electorate or decreasing the male-to-female 

gender gap in FPÖ voters. The empirical analysis finds that the ratio of women in FPÖ voters 

stayed relatively constant at around 40% female voters and was not significantly impacted by 

changing welfare emphasis. Against my proposed theoretical expectations, the data shows that 

higher salience and spending attitude of welfare issues in FPÖ´s electoral programs 

surprisingly indicates a negative correlation with general voter support, as well as support from 

women and the working class. Similarly, I have found that an increased willingness to spend 

social support towards families, women, and the working class has negatively correlated to the 

electoral support from these sub-groups. In other words, FPÖ´s change in social policy 

positioning has had no impact on changing their electorate´s demographics to include more 

women and workers. Instead, the data suggest a complex and sometimes inverse relationship 

between welfare policy emphasis and voter support within these demographics. My results 

might be indicators in favor of this paper´s counterhypothesis, arguing that socio-economic 

issues are only secondary to PRRPs´ policy positioning and that the populist radical right 

rightfully focuses on socio-cultural and nativist issues such as corruption, immigration, and 

security to build their political agenda, as welfare related issues seem not to be significant to 

attract voters (Cornelis and Van Hiel 2015; Mudde 2007).  

 

However, the results on electoral impact should be interpreted with some caution as this 

research exhibits some constraints limiting this research´s internal validity. Further studies 

should include cross-party comparisons, including the social policy positioning of other 

Austrian parties and controlling for external variables such as party leadership changes, party 

scandals, or other reasons for varying salience of non-welfare related issues in FPÖ´s respective 
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election campaigns, i.e., immigration wave Europe experienced in 2015. Furthermore, future 

studies should check this study´s external validity, analyzing whether these findings can be 

applied to other European PRRPs, simultaneously allowing for cross-country comparisons of 

the European populist radical right. Another avenue for further research could be investigating 

whether different results can be observed for the differing European welfare state regimes. As 

this paper´s findings have focused on the Austrian “corporatist” welfare state model, other 

insights might be won from the Nordic “social democratic” or the Anglo-Saxon “liberal” 

welfare state regimes that differ fundamentally from the Austrian system. 

 

This thesis adds significant insights to the literature on populist radical right parties´ conception 

of social policy by connecting the shift in social policy positioning of PRRPs that has been 

observed for the PRR throughout Europe to electoral data and voter support from the female 

and working-class electorate. My research contributes substantial insights into electoral 

behavior connected to the observed social policy shift of the PRR, which has been missing in 

the existing literature. My outcomes inform on the missing impact of social policy positioning 

of the far right on voters and could provide a better understanding of PRRPs' varying thematic 

emphasis and different focus on socio-economic versus socio-cultural topics in electoral 

campaigns. This paper´s insights are especially salient as current national election surveys 

project FPÖ to reach their highest electoral percentage to date of 29% in the upcoming 2024 

Austrian parliamentary elections (Der Standard 2024; Der Standard and Seidl 2024). An 

official electoral program for this election has yet to be released by FPÖ, which could provide 

further understanding of FPÖ´s current emphasis on social policy and the welfare state. The 

forthcoming 2024 European Union elections will deliver the youngest results for an assessment 

of the importance of welfare issues and provide a contemporary picture of the overall electoral 

success of the European populist radical right.   
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Parlament Österreich.” 

https://www.parlament.gv.at/aktuelles/pk/jahr_2018/pk1209#XXVI_I_00329 (May 

17, 2024). 

Plasser, Fritz, and Peter Ulram. 2000. “Parteien ohne Stammwähler? Zerfall der 

Parteibindungen und Neuausrichtung des österreichischen Wahlverhaltens.” 

Schriftenreihe des Zentrums für Angewandte Politikforschung. Signum 22: 169–202. 

Rathgeb, Philip. 2020. “Makers against Takers: The Socio-Economic Ideology and Policy of 

the Austrian Freedom Party.” West European Politics 44(3): 635–60. 

doi:10.1080/01402382.2020.1720400. 

Röth, Leonce, Alexandre Afonso, and Dennis Spies. 2017. “The Impact of Populist Radical 

Right Parties on Socio-Economic Policies.” European Political Science Review 10. 

doi:10.1017/S1755773917000133. 

Rovny, Jan. 2013. “Where Do Radical Right Parties Stand? Position Blurring in 

Multidimensional Competition.” European Political Science Review 5(1): 1–26. 

doi:10.1017/S1755773911000282. 

Schumacher, Gijs, and Kees van Kersbergen. 2016. “Do Mainstream Parties Adapt to the 

Welfare Chauvinism of Populist Parties?” Party Politics 22(3): 300–312. 

doi:10.1177/1354068814549345. 

SORA. 2019. “National Election Results Austria 1919 - 2017 (OA Edition).” 

doi:10.11587/EQUDAL. 

SORA, Institute for Social Research and Analysis. 2024. “Wahlen in Österreich 1994-2001.” 
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Appendices 

Appendix A.1: List of primary sources / electoral programs analyzed 

 

- Fourth Party program FPÖ 2005 - "The party program of the Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ 

Echt freiheitlich"  

- Fifth Party program FPÖ 2011  -"Parteiprogramm der Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich ändern muss" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 1999 - "Das Programm der Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten Österreich mit Sicherheit" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, für mich sind das unsere Österreicher" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher verdienen Fairness" 

- Electoral program FPÖ 2019 - "Mit Sicherheit für Österreich: Fair. Sozial. Heimattreu." 

 

Appendix A.2: Information on sub-dimensions used in the coding of party manifestos regarding 

welfare framing: Abts et al. (2021, 28) 

 
These sub-dimensions informed the gathering of qualitative data from electoral programs to analyze the 

three main dimensions. 

 
1. Agency and Scope: 

1.a. Welfare Mix: which actor in the welfare system is preferred: free market importance, state 

importance, family support, community support. 

1.b. Range: In what way should beneficiaries receive welfare provisions: general welfare, 

social benefits, through active labor market policies 

1.c. Scope: How much should be redistributed to what end: welfare spending, saving, reducing 

labor costs, control fraud, activation, expansion, keep status quo 

 

2. Redistribution Design: 

2.a. Identity: focus on foreigners, national preference or welfare chauvinism 
2.b. Control: Focus on individual responsibility for personal wellbeing  

2.c. Reciprocity: Focus of contributing to the state in order to receive welfare (pensioners have 

worked and are now eligible of state support), focus on productive vs welfare scroungers 

2.d. Attitude: focus on work and producerism, voluntary work, useful social tasks, contribution 

to the community 

2.e. Need: Focus on individuals in “real need” of social assistance, including the very poor, the 

sick and disabled  

2.f. Who should pay: How should redistributive efforts be financially supported (through 

liberal approach or taxation?) 

 

3. Implementation Process and Outcome: 
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3.a. Efficiency/Effectiveness: focus on costs, “pure people” vs “corrupt elite”, overuse of 

welfare, underuse of welfare, abuse of welfare provisions 

3.b. Outcome: Economic outcomes, social outcomes, no poverty, freedoms to take risks 

3.c. Blame Attribution: State, Elites, migrants, native welfare scroungers, EU, trade unions 

 

Appendix A.3: Detailed Information on the Manifesto Project Salience Variables used in 

salience analysis 

 

Coding descriptions for selected salience variables taken directly from the section “Content Analytical 

Data” from the Manifesto Project Codebook (Lehmann 2024):  

 
Table 7: Manifesto Project Coding Explanations for Selected Salience Variables from Lehmann (2024). 

Variable Coding descriptions 

Welfare per503 Equality positive  + per504 Welfare State 

Expansion 

per504 Welfare Sate Expansion Favourable mentions of need to introduce, maintain or 

expand any public social service or social security 

scheme. This includes, for example, government 

funding of: Health care, Child care, Elder care and 

pensions, Social housing. Note: This category 

excludes education. 

per505 Welfare State Limitation Limiting state expenditures on social services or 

social security. Favourable mentions of the social 

subsidiary principle (i.e. private care before state 

care); 

per701 Labour Groups: Positive 

 

Favourable references to all labour groups, the 

working class, and unemployed workers in general. 

Support for trade unions and calls for the good 

treatment of all employees, including: • More jobs; • 

Good working conditions; • Fair wages; • Pension 

provisions etc. 

 

per706 Non-economic Demographic Groups 

 

Non-economic Demographic Groups General 

favourable mentions of demographically defined 

special interest groups of all kinds. They may 

include: • Women; • University students; • Old, 

young, or middle aged people. Might include 

references to assistance to these groups, but only if 

these do not fall under other categories (e.g. 503 or 

504). 

per503 Equality: Positive 

 

Concept of social justice and the need for fair 

treatment of all people. This may include: • Special 

protection for underprivileged social groups; • 

Removal of class barriers; • Need for fair distribution 

of resources; • The end of discrimination (e.g. racial 

or sexual discrimination). 
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Appendix A.4: Electoral Results 

 
Table 8: FPÖ Electoral Results 

Austrian National 

Elections / Year 

FPÖ Total % % of workers 

voting for FPÖ (of 

all workers who 

voted) 

% of women 

voting for FPÖ (of 

all women who 

voted) 

Proportion of 

female FPÖ 

voters  

1994 22,50% 29,00% 18,00% 40% 

1999 26,91% 47,00% 21,00% 38,00% 

2002 10,16% 10,00% 11,00% 43,00% 

2006 11,04% 14,00% 10,00% 45,00% 

2008 17,50% 28,00% 17,00% No data 

2013 20,51% 33,00% 16,00% 38,00% 

2017 26,00% 59,00% 22,00% 42,00% 

2019 16,20% 48,00% 11,00% 39,00% 
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Appendix A.5: Qualitative content analysis of FPÖ´s electoral programs 1994-2019 

This table, continuing on the next pages, shows the results of the qualitative coding of all FPÖ party and electoral 

programs from 1994-2019. Due to space constraints this table has been compressed to its size but is tested to be 

readable in electronic format by zooming in. The author of this paper will also gladly provide all tables in Excel 

folders upon request.  

 

Table 9: Qualitative Content Analysis 

 

Notes / Quotes

1A. Welfare Mix 1B. Range 1C. Scope 2A Identity 2B1 Control 2B2 Reciprocity 2B3 Attitude 2B4 Need 2B5 Who should pay 3A. Efficiency/effectiveness 3B. Outcome 3C. Blame attribution? 

1a1 State importance

1a2 market importance

1a3 family policy

1a4 Community

1b1 welfare

1b2 social benefits

1b3 active labour market policies

1b4 social assistance

1c1 welfare spending

1c2 Saving

1c21 reducing labour costs

1c22 control fraud

1c23 activation

1c3 status quo

1c4 expansion

2a1 Foreigners

2a2 national preference

2a3 welfare chauvinism

2b11 individual responsibility 2a31 contribution

2a32 productive vs unproductive people

2b31 producerism

2b32 work

2b33 voluntary work

2b34 usefull social tasks

2b35 contirbute to community

2b51 liberal approach

2b52 taxation

3A1. Costs

3a2 just people

3a21 overuse

3a22 underuse

3a23 abuse

3B1. Moral consequences

3b11 culture of dependecy

3b12 profit poverty culture

3b2 economic

3b21 malaise

3B3 social

3b31 no poverty

3b32 changes

3b33 freedom to take risks

3C1. State

3c2 . Elites

3c3. migrants

3c4. Native welfare scroungers

3c5. EU

3c6. Trade unions

Official Party program FPÖ

Fourth Party program FPÖ 2005 - "The party program 

of the Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt freiheitlich" 

Original from 1997 "Taking into account the 

amendments adopted of the 27th Ordinary Federal 

Party Conference of the FPÖ on April 23, 2005 in 

Salzburg"

1997/2005 Amendment

"The party program of the Austrian 

Freedom Party, FPÖ echt freiheitlich"

Fourth Party program FPÖ 2005 - "The party program 

of the Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt freiheitlich" 

Original from 1997 "Taking into account the 

amendments adopted of the 27th Ordinary Federal 

Party Conference of the FPÖ on April 23, 2005 in 

Salzburg"
1997/2005 Amendment 3-4

Main text: "The party program of the 

Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt 

freiheitlich", Section: "CHAPTER III 

Austria first"

2a31 "The fact that all Austrians belong 

together gives rise not only to civil 

rights, but also to civic duties: in 

particular to solidarity, to maintaining a 

functioning state community and to 

making a contribution to internal and 

external security. The civic duties 

mentioned include, in particular, the 

duty of solidarity with fellow citizens - 

for example with regard to support for 

the elderly and the weak -, the 

avoidance of social hardship and the 

like, the duty to make contributions to 

maintain the functions of the state"

"The civic duties mentioned include, 

in particular, the duty of solidarity 

with fellow citizens - for example 

with regard to support for the elderly 

and the weak -, the avoidance of 

social hardship"

Fourth Party program FPÖ 2005 - "The party program 

of the Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt freiheitlich" 

Original from 1997 "Taking into account the 

amendments adopted of the 27th Ordinary Federal 

Party Conference of the FPÖ on April 23, 2005 in 

Salzburg"

1997/2005 Amendment 18-20

Main text: "The party program of the 

Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt 

freiheitlich", Section: "CHAPTER X 

Free market economy"

Comprehensive deregulation of the market.

"Through genuine privatization, through the withdrawal of 

political parties and associations from the economy, through 

the reduction of the influence of interest groups and through 

their restriction to their actual tasks, the rule of party 

functionaries in the state-related economy is to be abolished."

Lower taxes for employees and small companies.

"Ensuring the competitiveness of small and medium-sized 

enterprises, which form the backbone of the Austrian economy, 

is a priority for economic policy. The small and medium-sized 

economy enables a high degree of flexibility, crisis security and 

the development of entrepreneurial initiatives on a broad 

basis."

1a2 "A fair market economy ensures dynamic 

economic development through free competition 

and social responsibility"

1a2 "Comprehensive deregulation of economic 

life increases the competitiveness of the 

Austrian economy, ensures its prosperity and 

creates jobs.", "Comprehensive deregulation of 

economic life is sought as a guarantee for the 

prosperity of the Austrian economy and the 

stability of the labor market."

1a2 "The abridged sector includes the public 

sector and state-owned enterprises. This also 

includes the media sector, the majority of non-

profit housing construction, semi-public 

insurance companies and banks, publicly 

subsidized “non-profit organizations” and the 

like. In this area, private companies are 

systematically disadvantaged."

1a2 "The depoliticization of the banking sector 

must be driven forward by genuine privatization. 

"

"A fair market economy demands low taxes and levies for 

companies and employees. Instead of dirigiste subsidies, tax 

concessions should promote investment."

"Instead of subsidies and subsidies that distort competition 

and only create dependencies, companies should be relieved 

by reducing the tax rate."

1c2 "A fundamental and far-reaching 

administrative reform will lead to a lean state 

modeled on the private sector. This will open up 

financial leeway that can be used to reduce the 

tax ratio and relieve the burden on the working 

population (employers and employees)."

1c2 "Savings potential in the public sector can be 

realized by massively reducing the density of 

regulation and reducing bureaucracy"

2a1 "Unrestricted immigration leads 

to serious distortions in the labor 

market and massive wage pressure. 

High unemployment rates therefore 

do not allow the immigration of 

workers with qualifications that are 

not in demand. Austria is not a country 

of immigration. The wage pressure 

and inflation on the housing market 

resulting from uncontrolled 

immigration represent a distortion of 

the labor and housing markets that 

jeopardize social peace. For seasonal 

businesses, a seasonal worker model 

should allow the limited and 

temporary employment of foreigners."

"A fair market economy promotes 

the willingness to perform and 

awakens creative powers."

3A1 "The public service sector is one of the 

most costly parts of the shortened sector, on 

which the state spends an ever-increasing 

proportion of its revenues. In addition, it is a 

self-service store and supply institution for 

political parties and their front organization"

3A1 "Savings potential in the public sector can 

be realized by massively reducing the density 

of regulation and reducing bureaucracy"

3c2 "A fair market economy is the answer to 

unrestricted capitalism, which exploits people and 

nature, and to failed socialism, which reduced its 

“working people” to administrative objects."

3c2 "A fair market economy excludes the existence 

of privileged groups and monopolies, the party-

political domination of entire economic sectors, 

the rule of functionaries in the areas of social 

insurance, the public economy and the politicized 

banking sector."

3c2 "The Freedom Movement sees itself as an 

advocate for those in gainful employment in the 

non-sector. It is contrary to the principle of fairness 

that the majority of workers are exposed to all 

economic risks, while others work in a privileged 

position (at the expense of the providers of 

services) in the non-sector."

3c2 "The public service sector is one of the most 

costly parts of the shortened sector, on which the 

state spends an ever-increasing proportion of its 

revenues. In addition, it is a self-service store and 

supply institution for political parties and their 

front organizations."

The public service sector is one of the most costly parts of the 

shortened sector, on which the state spends an ever-increasing 

proportion of its revenues. In addition, it is a self-service store and 

supply institution for political parties and their front organizations.

Fourth Party program FPÖ 2005 - "The party program 

of the Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt freiheitlich" 

Original from 1997 "Taking into account the 

amendments adopted of the 27th Ordinary Federal 

Party Conference of the FPÖ on April 23, 2005 in 

Salzburg"

1997/2005 Amendment 21-22

Main text: "The party program of the 

Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt 

freiheitlich", Section: "CHAPTER XI 

Solidarity and just"

 Pension provision for a secure and dignified old age is to be 

organized according to the “three-pillar model” through state, 

company and private provision.

"Securing the intergenerational contract also includes a family 

policy that significantly improves the situation for large 

families."

"The state, as the ultimately responsible organizational form of 

the risk community, should only guarantee basic provision that 

supplements and completes individual provision."

1a1 "To this end, the state must guarantee the 

functioning of the intergenerational contract."

1a1 1a2 " Pension provision for a secure and 

dignified old age is to be organized according to 

the “three-pillar model” through state, company 

and private provision."

1a1 "The ultimate responsibility for social 

welfare must be borne by the state, which must 

also combat the abuse of social welfare."

"Preventing existential emergencies is not only about physical 

emergencies, but also about ensuring minimum living 

conditions."

1b2 1b4 "The political goal of social accuracy requires a 

departure from the idea of a welfare state that distributes its 

social benefits according to the watering can principle. The 

system of the social welfare state can only be maintained if 

benefits are distributed according to the priorities of social 

need."

"The state, as the ultimately responsible organizational form 

of the risk community, should only guarantee basic provision 

that supplements and completes individual provision."

1c22 "The ultimate responsibility for social 

welfare must be borne by the state, which must 

also combat the abuse of social welfare."

1c22 "As an offence against solidarity with the 

socially needy and against the contributors, the 

abuse of state welfare represents a special form 

of crime, which is partly provoked or even 

encouraged by negligent administration. Social 

justice therefore requires the effective 

combating of the abuse of social benefits."

2b11 "Social tasks must be carried out 

independently according to the 

principle of subsidiarity: by the 

individual, the family, self-help and 

self-administration organizations, 

companies and religious communities. 

A citizen-oriented social system 

provides problem-oriented help for self-

help in manageable units."

"The political goal of social accuracy 

requires a departure from the idea of 

a welfare state that distributes its 

social benefits according to the 

watering can principle. The system of 

the social welfare state can only be 

maintained if benefits are distributed 

according to the priorities of social 

need."

"The state social insurance institutions 

are to be merged. This and a far-

reaching reduction in administration as 

well as the massive abolition of 

officials' privileges will result in 

potential savings for the benefit of the 

insured."

"The promotion of such small social units is 

more cost-effective for the state than the state 

administration of social problems, and also 

creates a climate of community responsibility 

for those affected."

"The creation of equal opportunities does not 

mean egalitarianism, but is rather an offer that 

can be used on the basis of the individual's 

personal decision. "

3c2 "The state pension scheme must no longer 

allow any special pension rights for privileged 

groups (politicians, functionaries in chambers and 

interest groups, employees of semi-public and 

state-owned companies, etc.)."

"The political goal of social accuracy requires a departure from the 

idea of a welfare state that distributes its social benefits 

according to the watering can principle. The system of the social 

welfare state can only be maintained if benefits are distributed 

according to the priorities of social need."

"The state pension scheme must no longer allow any special 

pension rights for privileged groups (politicians, functionaries in 

chambers and interest groups, employees of semi-public and state-

owned companies, etc.)."

"The ultimate responsibility for social welfare must be borne by 

the state, which must also combat the abuse of social welfare."

Fourth Party program FPÖ 2005 - "The party program 

of the Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt freiheitlich" 

Original from 1997 "Taking into account the 

amendments adopted of the 27th Ordinary Federal 

Party Conference of the FPÖ on April 23, 2005 in 

Salzburg"

1997/2005 Amendment 23-24

Main text: "The party program of the 

Austrian Freedom Party, FPÖ echt 

freiheitlich", Section: "CHAPTER XII 

Family - Community of generations"

"The family, characterized by the mutual responsibility of the 

generations and the partners towards each other, is the most 

important social foundation of a free society. Through the child, 

a cohabitation of man and woman becomes a family. The 

essential function of the family is to bring up its children and 

provide care across the generations."

State support only coupled with prioritized private childcare .

Introduction of childcare vouchers, pensions for bringing up 

children

1a3 "The family, characterized by the mutual 

responsibility of the generations and the 

partners towards each other, is the most 

important social foundation of a free society. 

Through the child, a cohabitation of man and 

woman becomes a family. The essential function 

of the family is to bring up its children and 

provide care across the generations."

"The family as a natural community is supposed 

to provide the nurturing necessary for children. 

No state institution is able to fully replace the 

family in its function."

1a1 1a2 "Private and public childcare facilities as 

well as childcare within the family are to be 

treated and promoted equally. The childcare 

voucher offers the opportunity to do this."

1a1 "Where the failure of the family leads to a 

massive impairment of the child's welfare, the 

state's duty to protect justifies intervention in 

the family's autonomy."

"Private and public childcare facilities as well as childcare 

within the family are to be treated and promoted equally. 

The childcare voucher offers the opportunity to do this."

"Due to the higher material costs of a family, its better 

position in tax law, in social law and in fee and tariff systems 

is justified. This preferential treatment is justified in 

particular by the family's contribution to the functioning of 

the intergenerational contract."

"FPÖ calls for better tax treatment of families and the 

introduction of “family splitting” in determining the tax 

burden to ensure a tax-free minimum subsistence level for all 

family members."

"Periods spent bringing up children and caring for and looking 

after relatives are to be treated as family work for the 

purposes of establishing and determining entitlement to an 

old-age pension in the same way as any other form of 

professional or gainful employment."

2a31 "Due to the higher material costs 

of a family, its better position in tax 

law, in social law and in fee and tariff 

systems is justified. This preferential 

treatment is justified in particular by the 

family's contribution to the functioning 

of the intergenerational contract"

"It is not a sign of a family-friendly social policy 

if, to an increasing extent, women in particular 

fall below the poverty line or become socially 

deprived in old age after periods spent bringing 

up children or caring for relatives. Periods spent 

bringing up children and caring for relatives 

should therefore be recognized as pensionable 

periods and be taken into account when 

calculating pensions."

"Private and public childcare facilities as well as childcare within 

the family are to be treated and promoted equally. The childcare 

voucher offers the opportunity to do this."

Fifth Party program FPÖ 2011  -"Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)"

2011

"Parteiprogramm der Freiheitlichen 

Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)" 

"Guiding principles (..)

3. the freedom of citizens is guaranteed and protected by the 

liberal constitutional state and a genuine community of 

solidarity.

4. the family as a community of man and woman with children 

together is the natural nucleus and bracket for a functioning 

society and, together with intergenerational solidarity, 

guarantees our future viability.

5. We promote performance in a market economy with social 

responsibility, protect private property and stand for a fair 

distribution of contributions and benefits for the general public.

6. the public healthcare system provides citizens with the best 

possible medical prevention, care and nursing."

We are committed to the freedom and responsibility of the 

individual and the community, to democracy, to the liberal 

constitutional state, to the principles of the market economy and 

to social justice.

Fifth Party program FPÖ 2011  -"Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)"

2011 7 Welfare State and Labor

Main text "Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

(FPÖ)", Section: " 3) Law and justice"

"Our social policy claims to protect against existential hardship 

that can arise as a result of old age, disability, illness, accident, 

unemployment or severe strokes of fate."

1c22 "We are committed to a humanistic society 

in which solidarity is exercised efficiently and 

fairly, and to the sustainable financing of the 

social fabric. This requires the effective 

combating of social abuse and the promotion of 

performance."

"We are committed to a humanistic 

society in which solidarity is 

exercised efficiently and fairly, and 

to the sustainable financing of the 

social fabric. This requires the 

effective combating of social abuse 

and the promotion of performance."

Fifth Party program FPÖ 2011  -"Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)"

2011 8-9 Family

Main text "Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

(FPÖ)", Section: " 4) Family and 

generations"

Mix of public and private pension system

Family understood as economic unit. Social benefits to families 

should be paid.

1a1 1a2 "We are committed to a harmonized, 

performance-oriented and social state pension 

system and to occupational and private pension 

provision."

1b3 "In the tax system, families are to be assessed as an 

economic community. The pension system must take into 

account childcare periods and benefits for the care of 

relatives."

1b4 "Support services for this must be made available to 

parents up to school entry age. At the same time, we 

advocate a wide range of childcare places to ensure genuine 

freedom of choice in favor of children's well-being and 

professional development."

2a31 "The family as a community of 

husband and wife with children together 

is the natural nucleus and bracket for a 

functioning society and, together with 

the solidarity of the generations, 

guarantees our future viability"

2a31 "We are committed to 

intergenerational solidarity and 

recognize the social, cultural, economic 

and political contributions as well as the 

life experience of the older generation."

"We are committed to a 

harmonized, performance-oriented 

and social state pension system and 

to occupational and private pension 

provision."

Fifth Party program FPÖ 2011  -"Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)"

2011 10-11 Social System, Welfare State

Main text "Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

(FPÖ)", Section: " 5) Prosperity and 

social balance"

Combination of market economy with "social responsibility" 1a1 1a2 "We promote performance in a market 

economy with social responsibility, protect 

private property and stand for a fair distribution 

of contributions and benefits for the general 

public. We are committed to a market economy 

with social responsibility, promote performance 

orientation and enable growth for small and 

medium-sized enterprises."

"Low taxes and performance incentives are a prerequisite for 

a successful economy and a healthy labor market. They are 

preferable to subsidies and redistribution. Start-up aid and 

tax relief should be granted to young Austrian 

entrepreneurs."

1c2 "The aim of a liberal budget policy is to 

reduce the burden on citizens. The level of taxes 

and duties for employees and employers must 

be limited to the minimum necessary through 

effective administration and the economical, 

efficient and appropriate use of public funds."

2a31 "Austria's prosperity, hard-earned 

over generations, must be secured for 

the future. It must be used primarily for 

those people and their descendants who 

have earned it."
Low taxes and performance incentives are a prerequisite for a 

successful economy and a healthy labor market. They are 

preferable to subsidies and redistribution. Start-up aid and tax 

relief should be granted to young Austrian entrepreneurs.

Fifth Party program FPÖ 2011  -"Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs (FPÖ)"

2011 12 Healthcare

Main text "Parteiprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

(FPÖ)", Section: " 6) Health"

"We are committed to the political goal of not promoting multi-

class medicine in the public healthcare system. The public 

healthcare system must exclude privileges based on social 

background or religious orientation."

1c2 "The administration and organization of the 

healthcare system must be based on the 

principles of economy, efficiency and 

expediency."

2a1" For citizens from abroad, access 

to the Austrian healthcare system 

must be ensured through an 

independent social insurance system."

2b11 "Healthcare is primarily based on 

personal responsibility." We are committed to the political goal of not promoting multi-

class medicine in the public healthcare system. The public 

healthcare system must exclude privileges based on social 

background or religious orientation.

For citizens from abroad, access to the Austrian healthcare system 

must be ensured through an independent social insurance system.

Electoral programs FPÖ

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994

"Weil das Land sich ändern muss" Strong critique of the social-democratic government and their 

"non-effective" welfare policies. Use of frame of the "normal 

people" against a corrupt elite.

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss" 

1994 1 -- 49 

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Austria Declaration"

Introductory Text to the proposed electoral program. 3A1 "There is no discussion about the fact that 

the social coffers are empty and the welfare 

state is living on credit."

3c2 "But there are also medals for squanderers 

and money wasters"

3c1 "We challenge the powerful where citizens 

lose their courage"

"We challenge the powerful where citizens lose their courage"

"For eight years, we have been celebrating unprecedented 

successes in democratic elections and weakening the ruling 

political class. They have become weaker, but the empire is 

fighting back relentlessly."

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 51

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Because the country 

needs to change"

Pre-Amble of the election manifesto setting mood, showing 

shortcomings of SPÖ dominated government.

3c2 "Austria is still the Republic of Reds and 

Blacks:

Housing, jobs, ORF, newspapers, civil servants, etc. 

Nowhere else in Europe is there so much party 

political control. Austria is on their lips, self-

interest determines their actions"

3c2 "This election program is an invitation to every 

upstanding citizen to shape the future themselves 

and to reject corruption and power politics."

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 53 Economy

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Free economy, 

strong country"

Very strong focus on neo-liberal, free market approach 1a2 "Politics intervenes far too much in the 

economy. As a result, many companies are not 

guided by the the market, but rather to the party 

affiliation of their owner representatives. For 

some, subsidies are more important than profits. 

Small and medium-sized businesses bear the 

burden"

1a2 "Full privatization of the nationalized 

economy and sale of all public shares in private 

companies."

"- Reduction of all public subsidies in favor of relieving the 

burden on productive businesses. Elimination of bureaucratic 

harassment, reduction of official procedures through 

concentration of procedures,) more individual responsibility 

of companies (model vehicle inspection)

- Tax cuts and special privileges for equity capital formation, 

undrawn profits and investments." Full privatization of the nationalized economy and sale of all public 

shares in private companies.

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 54-55 Welfare State and Labor

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Jobs with a future - 

for Austrians"

1c21 "Labor costs are too high to be 

internationally competitive, and non-wage labor 

costs exceed net incomes."

1c21 "Safeguarding existing jobs by reducing

non-wage labor costs, administrative

simplification for companies; abolition of all 

privileges and benefits in the state sector and in 

social insurance: because they are at the 

expense of productive jobs."

2a1 "Uncontrolled immigration is 

depressing wage levels."

2a1 "Immigration stop and reduction 

of guest workers in areas where 

Austrians are unemployed. Transition 

to the seasonal worker model after 

the Swiss model."

2b32 "Yes to a new redistribution: 

from state bureaucracy to 

increasing the real income of 

productive citizens: through tax 

cuts. Performance must count 

again."

3c2 "This is the result of socialist labor market 

policies."

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 56 Family

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Families are the 

foundation of the state"

Introduction of family splitting, i.e. taxing family income per 

capita: more children means less tax. Direct promotion of 

family benefits.

1a2 "Socio-political experiments have led to 

family and children becoming a luxury."

1a3 "Expensive state care, from day nurseries to 

retirement homes, pushes the family into the 

background."

1a3 "The decision between career and household 

must be free, kindergarten places are important, 

but do not replace the mother."

"Introduction of family splitting, i.e. taxing family income per 

capita: more children means less tax. Direct promotion of 

family benefits."

3A1 "Family care for children and the elderly is 

usually better and cheaper than kindergartens 

or nursing homes."

Introduction of family splitting, i.e. taxing family income per 

capita: more children means less tax. Direct promotion of family 

benefits.

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 58-59 Welfare State and Labor

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Social net instead of 

hammock"

Fight welfare scroungers by tightening requirements for 

unemployment support and privatizing labor market. 

1a2 "Genuine privatization of the labor market: 

competition in job placement instead of state 

unemployment administration."

"An end to social benefits based on the watering can 

principle, social benefits only for those in need."

"Equal social rights for all workers and the 

abolition of privileges by merging all social 

insurance schemes; basic state provision should 

be supplemented by the promotion of personal 

provision."

2a32 "Over 1.5 million people in our 

country live on the poverty line - 

Austrians in need - many others are 

being put up with by the community at 

taxpayers' expense"

2a32 "Tightening of the requirements 

for reasonableness in unemployment 

insurance"

2b35 "Welfare recipients who are 

able to work should be able to do 

community service in return for 

payment.  "

"A system that does not help the 

truly needy but takes away the 

incentive to work cannot be right. "

"An end to social benefits based on 

the watering can principle, social 

benefits only for those in need."

J22:O22

Genuine privatization of the labor market: competition in job 

placement instead of state unemployment administration.

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 60
Immigration and Welfare for 

Migrants

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "Austria is not a 

country of immigration"

immigration ban to easing the situation on the housing and 

labor markets.

2a1 "Austria has always been 

generous in accepting genuine 

refugees."

"Subsequent immigration quotas 

must be based on the needs, 

qualifications and willingness to 

integrate of the applicants."

Electoral program FPÖ 1994 -"Weil das Land sich 

ändern muss"

1994 67 Social Justice

Main text "Weil das Land sich ändern 

muss", Section: "We stand for a 

reduction in privileges"

"All citizens are equal before the law. In Austria, however, only 

in theory. In practice, many are “more equal”. The vast majority 

of less equal Austrians have to pay for it."

1a2 ""Elimination of sinecures in the politicized 

and nationalized economy: state-owned 

enterprises, special companies, banks and 

insurance companies, national bank."

"Abolition of all unjustified benefits (such as company cars 

and official housing) and combating all “hidden privileges”: 

Allocation of housing, vacation homes, natural benefits, state 

hunts, entertainment expenses."

"Abolition of politicians' pensions and 

double remuneration from several 

public functions."

3c2 "Privileges have no place in a free citizens' 

republic."

3c2 "Abolition of politicians' pensions and double 

remuneration from several public functions."

3c2 "Restriction of travel expenses, delegation 

sizes and government representation donations, 

which exploded under Vranitzky."

Electoral program FPÖ 1999 - "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs"

1999 4-5 

 "Das Programm der Freiheitlichen 

Partei Österreichs"

Electoral program FPÖ 1999 - "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs"

1999 5

Main text "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs", 

Section: "Freedom is the highest 

good of mankind"

1a1 "FPÖ politics sees it as part of the personal 

responsibility of free people to take on necessary 

obligations in the service of the people, the 

homeland and the state. A sense of personal 

responsibility is the best protection against 

heteronomy. Freedom nevertheless needs to be 

secured within the framework of a legal system 

that serves the development of political and 

personal freedom and creates a balance of rights 

and duties for everyone."

2b11 "Freedom requires personal 

responsibility on the one hand and the 

protection of the law on the other."

Electoral program FPÖ 1999 - "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs"

1999 30-33

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs", 

Section: "A fair market economy 

means free competition with social 

responsibility"

Same text as 1997/2005 party program: same coding as seen 

above. 

Comprehensive deregulation of the market.

"Through genuine privatization, through the withdrawal of 

political parties and associations from the economy, through 

the reduction of the influence of interest groups and through 

their restriction to their actual tasks, the rule of party 

functionaries in the state-related economy is to be abolished."

Lower taxes for employees and small companies.

"Ensuring the competitiveness of small and medium-sized 

enterprises, which form the backbone of the Austrian economy, 

is a priority for economic policy. The small and medium-sized 

economy enables a high degree of flexibility, crisis security and 

the development of entrepreneurial initiatives on a broad 

basis."

1a2 "A fair market economy ensures dynamic 

economic development through free competition 

and social responsibility"

1a2 "Comprehensive deregulation of economic 

life increases the competitiveness of the 

Austrian economy, ensures its prosperity and 

creates jobs.", "Comprehensive deregulation of 

economic life is sought as a guarantee for the 

prosperity of the Austrian economy and the 

stability of the labor market."

1a2 "The abridged sector includes the public 

sector and state-owned enterprises. This also 

includes the media sector, the majority of non-

profit housing construction, semi-public 

insurance companies and banks, publicly 

subsidized “non-profit organizations” and the 

like. In this area, private companies are 

systematically disadvantaged."

1a2 "The depoliticization of the banking sector 

"A fair market economy demands low taxes and levies for 

companies and employees. Instead of dirigiste subsidies, tax 

concessions should promote investment."

"Instead of subsidies and subsidies that distort competition 

and only create dependencies, companies should be relieved 

by reducing the tax rate."

1c2 "A fundamental and far-reaching 

administrative reform will lead to a lean state 

modeled on the private sector. This will open up 

financial leeway that can be used to reduce the 

tax ratio and relieve the burden on the working 

population (employers and employees)."

1c2 "Savings potential in the public sector can be 

realized by massively reducing the density of 

regulation and reducing bureaucracy"

2a1 "Unrestricted immigration leads 

to serious distortions in the labor 

market and massive wage pressure. 

High unemployment rates therefore 

do not allow the immigration of 

workers with qualifications that are 

not in demand. Austria is not a country 

of immigration. The wage pressure 

and inflation on the housing market 

resulting from uncontrolled 

immigration represent a distortion of 

the labor and housing markets that 

jeopardize social peace. For seasonal 

businesses, a seasonal worker model 

should allow the limited and 

temporary employment of foreigners."

"A fair market economy promotes 

the willingness to perform and 

awakens creative powers."

3A1 "The public service sector is one of the 

most costly parts of the shortened sector, on 

which the state spends an ever-increasing 

proportion of its revenues. In addition, it is a 

self-service store and supply institution for 

political parties and their front organization"

3A1 "Savings potential in the public sector can 

be realized by massively reducing the density 

of regulation and reducing bureaucracy"

3c2 "A fair market economy is the answer to 

unrestricted capitalism, which exploits people and 

nature, and to failed socialism, which reduced its 

“working people” to administrative objects."

3c2 "A fair market economy excludes the existence 

of privileged groups and monopolies, the party-

political domination of entire economic sectors, 

the rule of functionaries in the areas of social 

insurance, the public economy and the politicized 

banking sector."

3c2 "The Freedom Movement sees itself as an 

advocate for those in gainful employment in the 

non-sector. It is contrary to the principle of fairness 

that the majority of workers are exposed to all 

economic risks, while others work in a privileged 

position (at the expense of the providers of 

services) in the non-sector."

3c2 "The public service sector is one of the most 

costly parts of the shortened sector, on which the 

state spends an ever-increasing proportion of its 

The public service sector is one of the most costly parts of the 

shortened sector, on which the state spends an ever-increasing 

proportion of its revenues. In addition, it is a self-service store and 

supply institution for political parties and their front organizations.

Electoral program FPÖ 1999 - "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs"

1999 34-35 Social Justice

Main text "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs", 

Section: "Solidarity is the 

community's duty to help the weak 

and needy"

Same text as 1997/2005 party program: same coding as seen 

above.  

Pension provision for a secure and dignified old age is to be 

organized according to the “three-pillar model” through state, 

company and private provision.

"Securing the intergenerational contract also includes a family 

policy that significantly improves the situation for large 

families."

"The state, as the ultimately responsible organizational form of 

the risk community, should only guarantee basic provision that 

supplements and completes individual provision."

1a1 "To this end, the state must guarantee the 

functioning of the intergenerational contract."

1a1 1a2 " Pension provision for a secure and 

dignified old age is to be organized according to 

the “three-pillar model” through state, company 

and private provision."

1a1 "The ultimate responsibility for social 

welfare must be borne by the state, which must 

also combat the abuse of social welfare."

"Preventing existential emergencies is not only about physical 

emergencies, but also about ensuring minimum living 

conditions."

1b2 1b4 "The political goal of social accuracy requires a 

departure from the idea of a welfare state that distributes its 

social benefits according to the watering can principle. The 

system of the social welfare state can only be maintained if 

benefits are distributed according to the priorities of social 

need."

"The state, as the ultimately responsible organizational form 

of the risk community, should only guarantee basic provision 

that supplements and completes individual provision."

1c22 "The ultimate responsibility for social 

welfare must be borne by the state, which must 

also combat the abuse of social welfare."

1c22 "As an offence against solidarity with the 

socially needy and against the contributors, the 

abuse of state welfare represents a special form 

of crime, which is partly provoked or even 

encouraged by negligent administration. Social 

justice therefore requires the effective 

combating of the abuse of social benefits."

2b11 "Social tasks must be carried out 

independently according to the 

principle of subsidiarity: by the 

individual, the family, self-help and 

self-administration organizations, 

companies and religious communities. 

A citizen-oriented social system 

provides problem-oriented help for self-

help in manageable units."

"The political goal of social accuracy 

requires a departure from the idea of 

a welfare state that distributes its 

social benefits according to the 

watering can principle. The system of 

the social welfare state can only be 

maintained if benefits are distributed 

according to the priorities of social 

need."

"The state social insurance institutions 

are to be merged. This and a far-

reaching reduction in administration as 

well as the massive abolition of 

officials' privileges will result in 

potential savings for the benefit of the 

insured."

"The promotion of such small social units is 

more cost-effective for the state than the state 

administration of social problems, and also 

creates a climate of community responsibility 

for those affected."

"The creation of equal opportunities does not 

mean egalitarianism, but is rather an offer that 

can be used on the basis of the individual's 

personal decision. "

3c2 "The state pension scheme must no longer 

allow any special pension rights for privileged 

groups (politicians, functionaries in chambers and 

interest groups, employees of semi-public and 

state-owned companies, etc.)."

"The political goal of social accuracy requires a departure from the 

idea of a welfare state that distributes its social benefits 

according to the watering can principle. The system of the social 

welfare state can only be maintained if benefits are distributed 

according to the priorities of social need."

"The state pension scheme must no longer allow any special 

pension rights for privileged groups (politicians, functionaries in 

chambers and interest groups, employees of semi-public and state-

owned companies, etc.)."

"The ultimate responsibility for social welfare must be borne by 

the state, which must also combat the abuse of social welfare."

Electoral program FPÖ 1999 - "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs"

1999 36-37 Family

Main text "Das Programm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs", 

Section: "The family is the core of 

society"

Same text as 1997/2005 party program: same coding as seen 

above.  

"The family, characterized by the mutual responsibility of the 

generations and the partners towards each other, is the most 

important social foundation of a free society. Through the child, 

a cohabitation of man and woman becomes a family. The 

essential function of the family is to bring up its children and 

provide care across the generations."

State support only coupled with prioritized private childcare .

Introduction of childcare vouchers, pensions for bringing up 

children

1a3 "The family, characterized by the mutual 

responsibility of the generations and the 

partners towards each other, is the most 

important social foundation of a free society. 

Through the child, a cohabitation of man and 

woman becomes a family. The essential function 

of the family is to bring up its children and 

provide care across the generations."

"The family as a natural community is supposed 

to provide the nurturing necessary for children. 

No state institution is able to fully replace the 

family in its function."

1a1 1a2 "Private and public childcare facilities as 

well as childcare within the family are to be 

treated and promoted equally. The childcare 

voucher offers the opportunity to do this."

1a1 "Where the failure of the family leads to a 

massive impairment of the child's welfare, the 

state's duty to protect justifies intervention in 

the family's autonomy."

"Private and public childcare facilities as well as childcare 

within the family are to be treated and promoted equally. 

The childcare voucher offers the opportunity to do this."

"Due to the higher material costs of a family, its better 

position in tax law, in social law and in fee and tariff systems 

is justified. This preferential treatment is justified in 

particular by the family's contribution to the functioning of 

the intergenerational contract."

"FPÖ calls for better tax treatment of families and the 

introduction of “family splitting” in determining the tax 

burden to ensure a tax-free minimum subsistence level for all 

family members."

"Periods spent bringing up children and caring for and looking 

after relatives are to be treated as family work for the 

purposes of establishing and determining entitlement to an 

old-age pension in the same way as any other form of 

professional or gainful employment."

2a31 "Due to the higher material costs 

of a family, its better position in tax 

law, in social law and in fee and tariff 

systems is justified. This preferential 

treatment is justified in particular by the 

family's contribution to the functioning 

of the intergenerational contract"

"It is not a sign of a family-friendly social policy 

if, to an increasing extent, women in particular 

fall below the poverty line or become socially 

deprived in old age after periods spent bringing 

up children or caring for relatives. Periods spent 

bringing up children and caring for relatives 

should therefore be recognized as pensionable 

periods and be taken into account when 

calculating pensions."

"Private and public childcare facilities as well as childcare within 

the family are to be treated and promoted equally. The childcare 

voucher offers the opportunity to do this."
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Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002

 "Wir gestalten Österreich mit 

Sicherheit"

Not analyzing Sections "Asylum", "Drugs". 

Main focus: showing the shortcomings of the social democratic 

government, showing what FPÖ has achieved in their first 

governmental participation, propose extensions of these 

policies 

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 4-5 Labor

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "New 

Severance Pay"

The severance pay system no longer met the requirements of a 

modern labor market and the needs of today's employees. It 

often led to disadvantages for employees and employers.

As early as 1992, the FPÖ set itself the goal of creating an 

entitlement to severance pay from the first day of employment 

for all employment relationships based on a contract under 

private law.

The aim of the Freedom Party is to further develop the “new 

severance pay scheme” in the direction of a genuine second 

pillar of pension provision, without interfering with employees' 

right to choose. Rather, employees should be encouraged by 

means of appropriate incentives to have the amounts saved 

paid out monthly after retirement.

1a2 "The previous defined benefit severance pay 

system was replaced by a defined contribution 

system in which severance pay is financed by 

employer contributions as part of a capital cover 

procedure. In the course of redesigning the 

severance pay system, the private-law nature of 

this employee entitlement was preserved."

"As early as 1992, the FPÖ set itself the goal of creating an 

entitlement to severance pay from the first day of 

employment for all employment relationships based on a 

contract under private law."

2a31 "The previous defined benefit 

severance pay system was replaced by a 

defined contribution system in which 

severance pay is financed by employer 

contributions as part of a capital cover 

procedure. In the course of redesigning 

the severance pay system, the private-

law nature of this employee entitlement 

was preserved."

3a2 "The severance pay system no longer met 

the requirements of a modern labor market 

and the needs of today's employees. It often 

led to disadvantages for employees and 

employers."

"Furthermore, only around a third of employees 

received severance pay over their entire 

working life. Medium-sized companies could 

run into liquidity problems due to the collapse 

of high severance payments."

"The introduction of severance pay for all 

represents a milestone in social policy. In 

future, all persons employed under private law 

will be entitled to severance pay. Employees in 

seasonal jobs and around 120,000 apprentices 

as well as women and men on parental leave 

are also entitled to severance pay."

3c2 "Despite this situation, the SPÖ and ÖVP were 

unable to remedy this situation."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 6-9 Labor

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Labor"

"Due to this dramatic situation, the Freedom Party saw it as its 

main task to create jobs and develop programs to integrate 

women, apprentices and older workers in particular into the 

labor market. The aim was also to increase employment and 

provide training for young people looking for work, while at the 

same time supporting companies to create jobs. Improving the 

integration opportunities of older unemployed workers in the 

labor market in order to reduce unemployment among the 

elderly was also a key concern of this government."

calling for 1000 Euro minimum wage, Lower contributions for 

entrepreneurs who create jobs

1b1 "1000 Euro minimum wage"

"Lower contributions for entrepreneurs who create jobs"

"Compared to the last federal government, the 

funds available for this purpose have been 

massively increased."

"Use a higher proportion of AMS funds for 

preventative work - qualification measures 

should not only take effect when people become 

unemployed, but should also prevent 

unemployment."

3c2 "The then socialist-dominated coalition 

promised jobs and protection for those in need, but 

actually accepted rising unemployment figures, 

increasingly exacerbated social hardship and 

pushed more people into poverty."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 17-19
Social System, Welfare State, 

Healthcare

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Disabled"

Focus on supporting disabled persons to integrate quickly into 

the labor market 

"It is planned that the “billion for the disabled” introduced 

under the leadership of the liberal Social Minister will be 

continued in 2003."

1a2 "The FPÖ's objective was predetermined by 

the existing situation: To quickly create support 

measures for those people with disabilities who 

either had serious problems integrating into the 

primary labor market or who - for example, due 

to age - were at risk of being prematurely 

excluded from the work process through 

measures dedicated to maintaining their jobs. A 

further concern of the FPÖ was to change the 

image of disabled people that is conveyed today, 

which was strongly influenced by prejudice, in 

favor of disadvantaged groups."

"It is planned that the “billion for the disabled” introduced 

under the leadership of the liberal Social Minister will be 

continued in 2003."

The initial situation in care provision and 

disability policy was characterized by the 

following problems:

Inadequate social security cover for caring 

relatives, inadequate care allowance 

regulations for small children, gaps in quality 

assurance, confusing and differing regulations 

in the federal states in the area of disability 

and care professions, relatively high 

unemployment among disabled people, 

insufficient compensation tax, difficult entry 

into working life and lack of qualification 

opportunities, poor accessibility, e.g. in the 

tourism sector, no further development in 

compensation for victims of the Second World 

War, inadequate implementation structures.

"Our success: The FPÖ also succeeded in 

providing social insurance cover for caregivers 

by improving preferential forms of insurance in 

the social insurance system. It has also 

succeeded in increasing the equalization tax."

3c2 "The labor market situation for people with 

disabilities, in particular for “beneficiaries” under 

the Disability Employment Act, deteriorated 

continuously during the years of the socialist-

dominated federal government until the end of 

1999"

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 22-23 Budget and EU

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Budget"

Administrative reform: modernization of public administration 

so that it complies with the principle of professional customer 

orientation, an efficient service mentality based on modern 

information technologies.

Pension reform to secure pensions in the long term

Healthcare reform in order to be able to continue to finance the 

high Austrian standards

1a1 "Further continuation of structural reforms" 3c2 "In order to accumulate this level of debt, the 

socialist government had 30 years

10.4 million every day, € 436,000 every hour or € 

7,267 every minute. The population had to pay 

more than € 7.3 billion (i.e. ATS 100 billion) in 

interest per year for this financial debt, which was 

accumulated by the SPÖ over the last 30 years."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 35-37 Family

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Family"

Continue FPÖ´s history of "generous family politics" by 

increasing financial support and make work and leisure time 

combinable for parents.

1a2 "The FPÖ's objective was therefore to raise 

the socio-political status of the family as such 

and to raise the economic status of family 

benefits."

"Strengthening parenting and relationship skills 

in the family/parent education

Sad student fates show a massive need for 

action. The prerequisites for good social and 

cognitive development of children can certainly 

not be provided entirely within the family or by 

the family. Parents must be able to ensure that 

their child attends facilities and takes advantage 

of offers that supplement what the family 

environment cannot offer children or cannot 

offer them to a desirable extent. It is therefore 

the task of the public sector to provide services 

that are able to strengthen parents' parenting 

and relationship skills."

1b2 "Evaluation of the childcare allowance", "Multiple births: 

childcare allowance for each child"

2B2 "This is despite the fact that the 

social importance and recognition of the 

achievements of families should be 

undisputed and that families are in a 

crisis, which has become clear, for 

example, through changing lifestyles, a 

steadily increasing number of single 

parents, the increased employment of 

women, a falling birth rate and 

alarming data on the financial situation 

of multi-child families and single 

parents."

"In addition, for fast and 

unbureaucratic support and 

assistance for those who actually 

need it."

"In addition, for fast and unbureaucratic 

support and assistance for those who actually 

need it."

3B3 "The FPÖ policy was also aimed at 

changing the framework conditions for families: 

It should be possible for all parents to achieve a 

better work-life balance and be free to decide 

on their choice of childcare."

3c2 "Despite this alarming situation for families, 

the socialist-dominated federal government of the 

time failed to come up with any solutions, instead 

sweeping the real problems under the carpet time 

and again."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 41-42 Women

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Women"

Continue "great successes in women´s politics"

"We Freedom Party members stand for full equality and equal 

status for women and men, i.e. for equal opportunities at all 

levels of life together, in marriage and family, in professional 

and working life and at the level of state and politics."

"We want work-life balance for women and men, an expansion 

of childcare facilities, an improvement in women's professional 

qualifications, equal pay for work of equal value, but also 

independent security for women in old age."

The Freedom Party's participation in government has brought 

many improvements, particularly with regard to the situation of 

women, with the first-time pension entitlement being taken 

into account.

1a1 1a2 "Expansion of public and promotion of 

private childcare facilities"

1a2 "Enabling beneficiary self-insurance in the 

event of long-term care"

1a1 "Independent pension provision for women 

in old age"

3c2 "During the years of the grand coalition, many 

demands were made with regard to women's 

policy, but implementation was a long time 

coming. Equal pay for work of equal value was a 

foreign concept in Austria, family and career were 

often incompatible and women were massively 

disadvantaged on the labor market and in 

retirement."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 43-44
Immigration and Welfare for 

Migrants

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: 

"Immigration Law"

Focus on integration of foreigners to the Austrian labor market. 

No mention of non-native welfare scroungers or welfare state 

abusers. Rather a division of unemployed Austrians and 

Foreigners willing to work. Almost no mentions of soial aid to 

foreigners.

However: "In the future, the Freedom Party will continue to 

ensure that Austria does not become a country of immigration 

and that measures are taken against illegal immigration in 

particular."

"The 2002 amendment to the Aliens Act has the 

effect of restricting the immigration of 

foreigners and only admitting those foreigners to 

the labor market who have training that is 

particularly in demand on the domestic labor 

market or who have special knowledge and skills 

with corresponding experience and receive a 

gross monthly salary of at least 60% of the 

maximum contribution base (currently EUR 

1962). In addition, it is a prerequisite that these 

workers cannot be covered by the domestic labor 

market."

2a1 "In 1999, there were around one 

million foreigners living in Austria, 

hundreds of thousands of whom are in 

the country illegally. This uncontrolled 

immigration has put pressure on 

wages and made the housing market 

more expensive and is therefore likely 

to jeopardize social peace."

2b31, 2b32, 2b35 "We Freedom 

Party members advocate the 

successful integration of foreigners 

already living in Austria. This can 

only be achieved if the relationship 

between Austrians and foreigners is 

balanced and foreigners not only 

exercise their rights but also their 

duties. Successful integration also 

requires learning the German 

language, integration into Austrian 

living conditions and the willingness 

to accept common behavior 

patterns."

"The motto of the Freedom Party is: 

“Integration before new 

immigration”."

"The acquisition of basic German 

language skills (integration 

agreement) also serves to make it 

easier for foreigners to enter 

working life or to improve their 

position on the labor market and 

integrate more quickly into their 

environment."

3c2 "This uncontrolled immigration has led to 

wage pressure and increased prices on the housing 

market and is therefore likely to jeopardize social 

peace. The SPÖ and ÖVP are responsible for this 

situation, as they have either taken no or 

insufficient measures against the influx of 

foreigners over the years."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 49-51 Healthcare

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Health"

Calls for improvements in broad sections of the healthcare 

system and more efficiency. No mentions of who should pay. 

Call to Merge of health insurance providers to esatblish better 

efficiency.

"The aim is therefore to optimize the current 

networked care (extramural and intramural) on 

the basis of compulsory social insurance, under 

the principle of a gradual care pyramid, without 

restricting medical services."

"Due to the increasing ageing process 

of the population and scientific 

progress, as well as the increasing 

demands of the population and the 

increasing need for care, greater 

demands are being placed on the 

health sector, which is why an 

improvement in prophylaxis, training 

and cost awareness, among other 

things, is indispensable under the 

principle of solidarity, personal 

responsibility and quality assurance."

"The health sector covered all three branches 

of social insurance (health insurance, pension 

insurance and accident insurance). The tasks 

were carried out by the 27 social insurance 

institutions, but their activities were only 

coordinated or managed to a limited extent by 

the Main Association of Social Insurance 

Institutions.

According to experts, a continuation of the 

legacy left behind would therefore have called 

into question the existing system of pension 

coverage based on the principle of solidarity in 

the medium term."

"Furthermore, the measures were not aimed at 

covering deficits with increases in contributions 

alone - as was the case in the past - but at 

identifying the cause of the deficits and 

exploiting rationalization potential while 

maintaining the level of services. These 

included, for example, increasing the 

effectiveness and efficiency of services, 

improving health benefits, ensuring the quality 

of services, increasing the effectiveness and 

efficiency of administration, strengthening 

personal responsibility and self-determination, 

strengthening prevention and health promotion 

and improving patient orientation."

"In the healthcare sector, the reform initiatives 

that have been implemented, such as the 

changes in the management structure of the 

Main Association and the continuation of the e-

card project, have led to greater efficiency and 

transparency. The most important effect to be 

mentioned is that the reform measures have 

prevented two-tier medicine."

3c2 "The initial situation left behind by the socialist-

dominated federal government at the end of 1999 

was characterized by the fact that, according to 

forecasts by socialist leadership functionaries, the 

Austrian health insurance companies would have 

had to expect a deficit of more than ATS 6 billion. 

This was reduced to less than ATS 3 billion by 

members of the Freedom Party government."

The most important effect to be mentioned is that the reform 

measures have prevented two-tier medicine.

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 52-53

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Equality 

between Workers and Employees"

Esatblishing legal framework to further equality between 

workers and employees. 

In their last legislative period, FPÖ has established "- Extensive 

equality of blue-collar workers with white-collar workers under 

labor law, in particular in the area of continued payment of 

remuneration due to illness (accident) and in the event of 

absence from work

for other important reasons, unless the collective agreement 

provides otherwise

- Elimination of the 14-day waiting period and extension of the 

continued payment period

- Alignment of continued remuneration in the event of illness

- Dissolution of the continued remuneration fund

- Reduction of the employer's contribution to workers' health 

insurance

- Equalization of continued remuneration in the event of 

reduced working hours for other personal reasons

reasons"

1a1 1a2 "In cooperation with the social partners 

(Sozialparner), this should lead to further 

harmonization of the dismissal provisions for 

blue-collar and white-collar employees."

"Labour law is also to be further modernized and 

adapted to the changed working conditions."

3c2 "The SPÖ and the Austrian Trade Union 

Federation have been calling for equal rights for 

blue- and white-collar workers since 1959. Despite 

30 years of government participation and 13 years 

of sole government, the SPÖ has not taken any 

initiatives to implement equality between blue- 

and white-collar workers. Instead, the SPÖ 

accepted the fact that, for example, the dismissal 

provisions in the 1859 Industrial Code, which put 

workers at a particular disadvantage, remained in 

force. And it also accepted the fact that provisions 

discriminating against workers in the area of sick 

pay remained in place."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 57-59

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Small and 

Medium sized businesses and 

business location"

1b3 "- Reduction of non-wage labor costs

- Vacation allowance (vacation entitlement only in proportion 

to the time worked in the year

completed in the working year)

- Elimination of the post search day in the event of self-

termination

- Reduction of chamber contributions

- Abolition of the registration fee with the WK

- Extension of tax benefits to business transfers"

1b3 "- Further reduction in non-wage labor costs

This reduction can be achieved by reducing contributions in 

the following areas: - Insolvency pay protection fund

- Accident insurance

- Unemployment insurance"

3c2 "The dramatic situation of Austria as a 

business location was demonstrated by the fact 

that the existence of small and medium-sized 

enterprises (SMEs) was threatened, particularly in 

recent years, by the poor or lacking framework 

conditions from the time of the socialist-

dominated government. Neither the SPÖ nor the 

ÖVP took measures to ensure the survival of SMEs, 

which play a key role in maintaining and creating 

jobs."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 69-71 Social System, Welfare State

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Victim 

protection, Child protection"

Focus on victims of sexual assault more in the aspects of 

criminal law but also some social welfare aspects (see column 

1A)

"The protection of victims, especially our children, is one of the 

most important goals. Therefore, every effort must be made to 

improve victim protection. The aim is to improve the legal 

status of victims, to strengthen victims' rights in criminal 

proceedings, to impose a comprehensive duty on the security 

forces and the courts to provide victims with information, to 

introduce support programs for victims who have been 

psychologically affected by the crime and to take greater 

account of immaterial damage in the Crime Victims Act"

1a1 "Our success: 

- Expansion of family counseling centers

- Joint custody for the benefit of the children - 

the Child Custody Amendment Act 2001

gave parents the opportunity to continue to be 

entrusted with the custody of their children after 

their divorce; the visiting rights of one parent in 

the event of the parents' separation are now 

also enshrined as a right of the child.

- Baby's nest and anonymous birth - mothers 

who are forced to leave their child in a baby's 

nest or otherwise abandon it without 

endangering the child have been granted 

immunity from prosecution. Anonymous birth is 

permitted and possible."

3c2 "From 1994 onwards, the then socialist-

dominated federal government repeatedly 

announced an improvement in the legal status of 

victims. However, the only measure taken was to 

improve the information provided to victims about 

their rights, which barely existed. This lack of 

action led to new brutality against victims 

becoming known every day. The SPÖ/ÖVP coalition 

has not only failed to take sufficient measures to 

prevent and punish these crimes, but has even 

passed laws that protect perpetrators and 

undermine criminal law"

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 72-73
Social System, Welfare State, 

Healthcare

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Civil 

Service"

1a1 "Abolition of pragmatization and creation of 

a uniform Federal Employees Act, which only 

provides for deviations for public employees in 

specific areas. Furthermore, the ASVG pension is 

also to be introduced for public employees in 

order to harmonize the pension systems."

"Increasing administrative performance; 

improving the quality of service and the 

administration's proximity to citizens. Enabling 

flexible staff deployment. Promoting mobility."

"The FPÖ members of the federal government 

have succeeded in reducing the pragmatization 

of public servants in those salary groups where 

a contractual alternative exists. Pragmatization 

is now only planned for core areas, e.g. the 

executive, judges, public prosecutors and the 

armed forces."

3c2 "There are two different forms of employment 

relationships in the protected area of public 

service: Employment relationships can be 

established both by contracts under private law 

(contract staff) and by acts of appointment under 

public law (civil servants), which leads to a 

differentiation that cannot be justified by anything 

due to the different legal consequences (e.g. the 

fact that civil servants cannot be dismissed and it 

is more difficult to transfer them). This applies in 

particular in the area of pension law: Contractual 

employees are insured under the ASVG, while civil 

servants have their own pension law."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 74-78 Pensions

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Pensions", 

"Pension provision"

"In addition, the main focus was on granting pensioners on low 

and medium incomes full compensation for inflation as part of 

pension increases. The aim is to maintain the purchasing power 

of pensioners through pension increases and thus safeguard the 

standard of living of older people".

"In the course of the last pension adjustment, it was achieved 

that those pension recipients with a total pension income up to 

the average pension were fully compensated for the inflation 

rate of 2.9 percent."

"Constitutional safeguarding of the value of minimum pension 

entitlements"

"- Orientation of pension adjustments towards the goal of 

safeguarding value in order to maintain purchasing power

- Higher valuation of working periods with increased workload 

under pension law

- Higher valuation of child-raising periods

- Creation of incentive systems for longer employment

  76

- Combating the practice of early retirement in state-related 

companies

- Creation of an independent pension scheme for women

- Harmonization of the pension system"

1a1 "A key objective of liberal policy is to secure 

pensions in the long term and to ensure the 

stability and financial viability of the public 

pension system. In terms of pension equity, the 

harmonization of pension systems is a particular 

focus."

1a2 "Expansion of the second and third pillars, 

occupational pension provision is to be promoted 

by creating

incentive systems as well as through the 

expansion of personal pension provision and the 

creation of suitable

capital market instruments (tax-privileged 

personal pension provision."

1a1 1a2 "The FPÖ has long recognized the need 

to supplement the Austrian pension system with 

occupational and personal pension provision.

The FPÖ pension model is therefore based on 

three pillars:

1st pillar - state pension (pay-as-you-go system)

2nd pillar - occupational pension provision 

(funded) 3rd pillar - personal pension provision 

(funded)

The establishment of a second and third pillar is 

"In addition, the main focus was on granting pensioners on 

low and medium incomes full compensation for inflation as 

part of pension increases. The aim is to maintain the 

purchasing power of pensioners through pension increases 

and thus safeguard the standard of living of older people."

"The pension reform was designed to increase the statutory 

retirement age for early retirement and to strengthen the 

actuarial principle in the event of early retirement."

"The new severance pay scheme must be further developed 

in the direction of a genuine second pillar. This requires 

further incentives for employees to draw on the severance 

capital in the form of a pension."

2a31 "As part of the 2000 tax reform, a 

special incentive was created for private 

pension provision under the third pillar 

by means of a premium model. As of 

January 1, 2001, this premium model 

was made even more attractive."

3c2 "Despite a large number of small reforms, the 

socialist-dominated federal government was not 

able to secure pensions for the future; instead, the 

then Socialist Party Chancellor Vranitzky merely 

wrote letters to pensioners promising them secure 

pensions. The small reforms of the red-black 

coalition were only aimed at reducing the level of 

benefits for pensioners. Under the grand coalition, 

pensioners were by no means compensated for 

inflation, as the year 1997 impressively 

demonstrates (inflation 1.3 %, pension increase 0 

%, resulting in purchasing power -1.3 %). The 

consequence of this development was that not 

even pension entitlements are secured."

"These ultimately led to the previous federal 

governments implementing around ten so-called 

pension reforms, which resulted in a reduction in 

pensions."

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 82-85 Social System, Welfare State

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Social 

Justice"

"The aim of this reform was to increase efficiency, reduce costs 

and, in particular, achieve greater proximity to citizens. 

Furthermore, the merger of the Pensionsversicherungsanstalt 

der Angestellten (PVAng) with the Pensionsversicherungsanstalt 

der Arbeiter (PVArb) was implemented by law."

"Supporting older employees", "Age with dignity"

1b3 "In line with our principle that the focus should be on 

people, it was and is a particular concern of ours to enable 

people to spend the last stage of their lives in dignity. For this 

reason, we have implemented family hospice leave in 

Austria, which allows employees to take up to six months' 

leave to care for the dying of close relatives. This leave can 

also be taken to care for seriously ill children."

"Increase in minimum wages as part of collective bargaining 

agreements."

"These reforms fulfill the principle of 

our liberal program, in which 

solidarity is understood as the 

community's duty to help the weak 

and needy."

3a2 "The Freedom Party has seen it as its task 

to make every effort to make people as such 

the actual beneficiaries of the Austrian social 

system and to reshape the previous unjust and 

inefficient socialist system, which focused on 

institutions rather than people."

3A1 "As one of the measures in the social 

sector, the reform of the Main Association of 

Social Insurance Institutions was initiated by us 

Freedom Party members to streamline the 

structures in the social insurance sector, as 

repeatedly called for. The aim of this reform 

was to increase efficiency, reduce costs and, in 

particular, achieve greater proximity to 

citizens."

3B3 "The measures listed above show that the 

Freedom Party's participation in government 

has made social policy in Austria more social, 

secure, just and fair and that socially 

disadvantaged groups in particular benefit from 

this policy."

3c2 "In the area of social policy, the starting 

position left behind by the socialist-dominated 

federal government was extremely poor. Although 

the SPÖ social ministers implemented a series of 

measures to dismantle the social system in the 

last years of their term of office, such as cutting 

parental leave or reducing care allowances, social 

policy proved to be a bottomless pit that did not 

guarantee effective help for those who actually 

needed it. There was no question of the 

consolidation measures at the time being socially 

balanced"

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 88-90 Taxes

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: "Taxes"

1b3 "Reorganization of the existing tax system in the 

direction of “fair taxes. Introduction of a fair, equitable and 

easily understandable model that favors families and, in 

particular, small and medium-sized income earners, but also 

small and medium-sized enterprises."

"In addition, various pacts, particularly for 

youth, employment and training, have provided 

relief for both employees and the economy 

without having to abandon the absolutely 

necessary path of budget consolidation."

3c2 "Furthermore, the 30-year financial policy of 

social democratic chancellors and finance 

ministers led to Austria being € 5.1 billion (ATS 70 

billion) above the European average in terms of 

wage-related taxes"

Electoral program FPÖ 2002 - "Wir gestalten 

Österreich mit Sicherheit"

2002 101-104 Adminsitration

Main text "Wir gestalten Österreich 

mit Sicherheit", Section: 

"Administrative reform"

1a2 "As Minister for Public Services and Sport, 

the FPÖ Vice-Chancellor has set herself the goal 

of an ambitious administrative reform in order 

to develop the administrative state into a citizen 

and service state."

1c2 "The administrative reform measures are 

expected to save around ATS 21.2 billion per year 

when completed"

"The distribution of tasks is to be optimized. 

Multiple responsibilities between and within

departments should be avoided."

3c1 3c2 "Thirty years of SPÖ-dominated politics in 

Austria has led to an enormous increase in 

bureaucracy. The number of public servants has 

risen sharply. The bureaucratic and administrative 

workload, which small and medium-sized Austrian 

companies in particular have to cope with, 

represents a huge additional financial burden. 

Austrian companies, for example, had to spend 

billions of shillings on purely administrative costs 

“on behalf of the state” and follow-up costs"

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"
2006

 "Wahlprogramm der Freiheitlichen 

Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 2 Labor

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Employees"

Strict contribution requirements for foreigners to stay in 

Austria. Separate insurance for guest workers. Strong support 

for worker´s rights: The FPÖ firmly rejects the abolition of 

Sunday rest or the extension of weekly working hours for the 

same wage or salary.

The FPÖ is calling for an extension of the transitional periods to 

protect the Austrian labor market until such time as the wage 

levels of the new EU member states have converged with those 

in Austria.

1a1 "A separate social insurance scheme must 

be created for guest workers that is specifically 

designed for temporary stays in Austria. There 

must be no shortfall compensation by the public 

sector."

1a1 "45 years of work are enough."

1a1 "The FPÖ rejects a further increase in the 

retirement age, as the labor market is not 

equipped for this."

1c21 "Expenses for household-related services 

(gardening, cleaning, childcare, repair work, etc.) 

should be 60% tax-deductible as income-related 

expenses. Tax deductibility is capped at a further 

EUR 3,000 per person."

2a1 "Employment permits for foreign 

countries are only to be issued for a 

limited period of time and only if 

there is an acute shortage of workers 

in the relevant profession that cannot 

be remedied in the medium term."

2a1 "Foreigners working illegally must 

be deported to their countries of origin 

immediately after any residence and 

work permits have been revoked."

2a1 "A separate social insurance 

scheme must be created for guest 

workers that is specifically designed 

for temporary stays in Austria. There 

must be no shortfall compensation by 

the public sector."

2a1 "Training instead of immigration: 

Due to the shortage of domestic 

nursing staff, a training and retraining 

offensive must be launched. 

Employment permits for foreign 

nursing staff should only be issued for 

a limited period of time until the 

demand can be covered by Austrian 

nursing staff."

"Guest workers have to lose their 

residence permit if they are 

unemployed for long periods or 

repeatedly and therefore endanger 

the welfare state."

A separate social insurance scheme must be created for guest 

workers that is specifically designed for temporary stays in 

Austria. There must be no shortfall compensation by the public 

sector.

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 2-3 Family

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Family"

Consideration of family size in wage and income tax through 

the introduction of family splitting based on the French model.

"Divorced people who fulfill their duties as parents should also 

receive tax relief

Full implementation of the FPÖ model “childcare voucher” by 

abolishing the additional earnings limit and adjusting the 

duration of parental leave under employment law to the three-

year period of entitlement to childcare allowance."

"All family benefits are to be increased as part of an annual 

index adjustment."

"Consideration of family size in wage and income tax through 

the introduction of family splitting based on the French 

model."

"Divorced people who fulfill their duties as parents should 

also receive tax relief.

"All family benefits are to be increased as part of an annual 

index adjustment."

"Full implementation of the FPÖ model 

“childcare voucher” by abolishing the additional 

earnings limit and adjusting the duration of 

parental leave under employment law to the 

three-year period of entitlement to childcare 

allowance."

"The childcare allowance should be extended in 

the medium term until the youngest child starts 

school, whereby a partial amount must be paid 

out in the form of a kindergarten voucher."

2a2 "Restriction of the childcare 

allowance to Austrian citizens. This 

requires an amendment to European 

legal provisions."

"Divorced people who fulfill their duties 

as parents should also receive tax 

relief."

If no or insufficient maintenance 

payments are made for a child, the 

state must ensure maintenance in 

the amount of the age-dependent 

basic needs for the minor child.

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 3 Women

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Women"

Women should have possibility of a "mother´s pension" when 

spending much time in childcare

Doubling of the valuation of child-raising periods in pension 

insurance.

Changing "Kollektivverträge" to establish equal pay

1a1 "Depending on the number of children, 

women should be entitled to a basic pension, 

which must be extended to a mother's pension."

1a1 "Doubling of the valuation of child-raising 

periods in pension insurance."

1a1, 1a2 "Equal pay for equal work must no 

longer remain an empty formula. Collective 

agreements must be regulated in such a way 

that this demand is also reflected in women's 

pay slips."

Equal pay for equal work must no longer remain an empty 

formula. Collective agreements must be regulated in such a way 

that this demand is also reflected in women's pay slips.

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 3-5
Immigration and Welfare for 

Migrants

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Foreigners"

During the first three years of residence, non-EU citizens are not 

entitled to social welfare or unemployment assistance.

"Social abuse should be included in the Criminal 

Code as a criminal offense and punishable by 

deportation"

"Fifteen years of permanent and legal residence 

in Austria, as well as sufficient knowledge of the 

German language

and knowledge of the German language are 

absolute prerequisites for the granting of 

citizenship. There is no legal entitlement to the 

granting of Austrian citizenship."

1a1 "The asylum system must not be handed 

over to asylum companies, but must be 

implemented by the federal government."

1a1 "Asylum seekers are not assigned a job.”

1c22 "Social abuse should be included in the 

Criminal Code as a criminal offense and 

punishable by deportation."

"Asylum seekers have to be accommodated in 

separate, separate facilities, where they are kept 

until their asylum procedure has been legally 

concluded and provided with the bare 

necessities."

2a3 "During the first three years of 

residence, non-EU citizens are not 

entitled to social welfare or 

unemployment assistance."

"There is no legal entitlement to 

family reunification."

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 7-8

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Economy"

1a1 "For small and medium-sized enterprises, 

all opportunities for administrative simplification 

and bureaucratic relief should be utilized by the 

legislator."

1c22 "The tax burden on labor in Austria is 4% 

above the EU average and should be reduced to 

this level."

"For small and medium-sized enterprises, all 

opportunities for administrative simplification 

and bureaucratic relief should be utilized by 

the legislator."

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 8 Fiscal, Budget

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "State, Budget, taxes"

The current model of individual taxation is to be replaced by 

family splitting.

For the family sector, inheritance and gift tax in tax classes I 

and II should be abolished up to a luxury limit of EUR 500,000.

The merging of social insurance institutions must be continued.

Compulsory membership of "Kammern" should be replaced by 

voluntary membership.

1a1 "Any efforts to forcibly liberalize or privatize 

basic public services by means of EU legislation 

must be prevented by Austrian politicians by 

applying the right of veto."

1a1 "The merging of social insurance institutions 

must be continued."

"The current model of individual taxation is to be 

replaced by family splitting."

For the family sector, inheritance and gift tax in 

tax classes I and II should be abolished up to a 

luxury limit of EUR 500,000.

3c5 "Any efforts to forcibly liberalize or privatize 

basic public services by means of EU legislation 

must be prevented by Austrian politicians by 

applying the right of veto."

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 8-9 Pensions

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Seniors"

The FPÖ rejects a further increase in the retirement age, as the 

labor market is not equipped for this.

The care allowance is to be increased as part of an annual index 

adjustment.

Austrian women who have raised children should be entitled to 

a basic pension depending on the number of children they 

have."

1a1 "All public pension systems must be fully 

harmonized."

The care allowance is to be increased as part of an annual 

index adjustment.

"Austrian women who have raised 

children should be entitled to a basic 

pension depending on the number of 

children they have." Austrian women who have raised children should be entitled to a 

basic pension depending on the number of children they have."

Electoral program FPÖ 2006 - "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs FPÖ"

2006 9-10 Healthcare

Main text "Wahlprogramm der 

Freiheitlichen Partei Österreichs 

FPÖ", Section: "Health, Care"

The right to medically necessary care for all Austrians, 

regardless of age, gender or financial ability, must be 

guaranteed in the constitution.

1a1 "The care allowance is to be increased as 

part of an annual index adjustment."

1a1 "No abortion by medical certificate. The aim 

of public health policy is to protect life."

2a1 "Compulsory private insurance for 

foreigners and exclusion from general 

social insurance"

2a1 "Training instead of immigration: 

Due to the shortage of domestic 

nursing staff, a training and retraining 

offensive must be launched. 

Employment permits for foreign 

nursing staff should only be issued for 

a limited period of time until the 

demand can be covered by Austrian 

nursing staff."

Compulsory private insurance for foreigners and exclusion from 

general social insurance

No abortion by medical certificate. The aim of public health policy 

is to protect life.

Training instead of immigration: Due to the shortage of domestic 

nursing staff, a training and retraining offensive must be launched. 

Employment permits for foreign nursing staff should only be 

issued for a limited period of time until the demand can be 

covered by Austrian nursing staff.
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Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008

"Österreich im Wort"

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 3-4
Immigration and Welfare for 

Migrants

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Austria first"

Austria will put itself first when it comes to contributing 

welfare, especially migrants abusing the social welfare system 

must be stopped.

1c22 "However, anyone who abuses our social 

system or commits a crime in Austria must 

return to their home country."

1c22 "Austria has an obligation to deal with the 

humane and consistent repatriation of 

foreigners. This refers above all to those who 

have become criminals in Austria and who abuse 

social welfare"

2a1 "We are happy to welcome 

motivated people who bring their 

skills to Austria and appreciate our 

culture and way of life."

2a1 "Austria has an obligation to deal 

with the humane and consistent 

repatriation of foreigners. This refers 

above all to those who have become 

criminals in Austria and who abuse 

social welfare"

2a2 "Family members entering 

Austria and children born in Austria to 

foreigners are subject to the same 

regulations as all foreigners."

2b35 "We are happy to welcome 

motivated people who bring their 

skills to Austria and appreciate our 

culture and way of life."

3a23 "Austria has an obligation to deal with 

the humane and consistent repatriation of 

foreigners. This refers above all to those who 

have become criminals in Austria and who 

abuse social welfare",  "We are happy to 

welcome motivated people who bring their 

skills to Austria and appreciate our culture and 

way of life.

 "We are happy to welcome motivated people who bring their 

skills to Austria and appreciate our culture and way of life. 

However, anyone who abuses our social system or commits a 

crime in Austria must return to their home country."

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 4 Social System, Welfare State

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Social justice"

Economic migrants are taking jobs that could otherwise go to 

unemployed Austrians. Focus on contribution of migrants in 

order to receive social aid and the permission to stay in Austria. 

Identity Frame

1a1 "Austrian citizens should have the best 

possible protection at home against existential 

risks due to old age, disability, illness, accident, 

unemployment and severe strokes of fate.", 

"One important concern is to combat 

unemployment effectively."

1a1 "In areas where there is a shortage of 

workers (health and care sector, harvest 

workers, etc.), there should be no immediate 

calls for the labor market to be opened up to 

foreigners. Rather, Austrian unemployed people 

should be qualified by the AMS in targeted 

training courses."

1b2 "However, we reject the idea of basic security for all 

people living in Austria, which would guarantee financial 

resources regardless of the individual's willingness to work. It 

is a grossly unfair form of redistribution and provokes 

immigration by people who are only interested in our social 

benefits."

1c22 "A high proportion of foreigners living in 

Austria today are either not working at all or are 

disproportionately affected by unemployment 

due to their low level of education. However, the 

burden on our social system caused by economic 

refugees must be prevented.”

1c23 "In areas where there is a shortage of 

workers (health and care sector, harvest 

workers, etc.), there should be no immediate 

calls for the labor market to be opened up to 

foreigners. Rather, Austrian unemployed people 

should be qualified by the AMS in targeted 

training courses."

2a2 "Austrian citizens should have the 

best possible protection at home 

against existential risks due to old 

age, disability, illness, accident, 

unemployment and severe strokes of 

fate."

2a1 "However, we reject the idea of 

basic security for all people living in 

Austria, which would guarantee 

financial resources regardless of the 

individual's willingness to work. It is a 

grossly unfair form of redistribution 

and provokes immigration by people 

who are only interested in our social 

benefits."

2a1 "A high proportion of foreigners 

living in Austria today are either not 

working at all or are 

disproportionately affected by 

unemployment due to their low level 

of education. However, the burden on 

our social system caused by economic 

refugees must be prevented.”

2a31 "Foreigners must lose their work 

permit and residence permit if they are 

unemployed for long periods or 

repeatedly. Foreigners working illegally 

must return to their home country."

2b32 "However, we reject the idea 

of basic security for all people living 

in Austria, which would guarantee 

financial resources regardless of the 

individual's willingness to work. It is 

a grossly unfair form of 

redistribution and provokes 

immigration by people who are only 

interested in our social benefits."

2b32 "Foreigners must lose their 

work permit and residence permit if 

they are unemployed for long 

periods or repeatedly. Foreigners 

working illegally must return to 

their home country."

2B4 "Social protection and 

employment promotion measures 

must specifically benefit those who 

are really in need.”

3A1 "One important concern is to combat 

unemployment effectively. It is not only a 

major personal problem for those affected, but 

also burdens our state with up to 7 billion 

euros a year"

3c3 "In areas where there is a shortage of workers 

(health and care sector, harvest workers, etc.), 

there should be no immediate calls for the labor 

market to be opened up to foreigners. Rather, 

Austrian unemployed people should be qualified by 

the AMS in targeted training courses."

Social protection and employment promotion measures must 

specifically benefit those who are really in need.”

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 5

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "More money in your 

pocket"

"The FPÖ advocates tax relief for the labor factor, which should 

be reflected in the reduction of non-wage labor costs." Cutting 

taxes for the working population in order to make living easier 

and create possibility of new jobs.

1a1 "Austrians are suffering from high costs and 

rampant inflation. VAT should therefore be 

reduced for basic foodstuffs such as milk and 

bread in the same way as for prescribed and 

therefore necessary medicines for patients."

1b3 "One of the FPÖ's cardinal fiscal policy goals is to 

humanize the tax system for the benefit of companies that 

create jobs."

1c21 "The FPÖ advocates tax relief for the labor 

factor, which should be reflected in the reduction 

of non-wage labor costs."

2c21 "In order to curb "cold progression", the 

FPÖ is in favor of adjusting the levels of the 

average tax rates for inflation when determining 

the annual income assessment base. "

3A1 "It is also sensible to abolish baggage 

taxes, which generally represent a relatively 

high organizational

organizational burden for the public sector."

3b2, 3B3 "The FPÖ advocates tax relief for the 

labor factor, which should be reflected in the 

reduction of non-wage labor costs. This will 

make it possible to combat unemployment and 

strengthen purchasing power."

"The "cold progession" has a direct impact on 

the purchasing power of Austrians and on 

domestic demand."

The FPÖ advocates tax relief for the labor factor, which should be 

reflected in the reduction of non-wage labor costs.

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 7-8 Pensions

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Respecting senior citizens - 

honoring life experience"

Pensions must therefore be adjusted in line with the pensioner 

price index.

1a1 "Pensions must therefore be adjusted in line 

with the pensioner price index."

" FPÖ is clearly committed to the three-pillar model, the pay-

as-you-go system and the harmonization of pension systems 

in the state pillar."

"There also needs to be a bonus for bringing up children as 

part of the pension system. Those who have taken 

responsibility for children should also benefit from this in old 

age."

2a31 "It is often forgotten that it is 

precisely these senior citizens who have 

built up our country and raised children, 

who now keep our community alive and 

who have also paid contributions into 

the social security system themselves."

2a31 "A pension is the well-deserved 

reward for a lifetime's work"

3A1 "Our social system must take special 

account of the needs of senior citizens. 

Previous governments have all too clearly 

treated senior citizens as supplicants who 

supposedly impose high costs on working 

society."

"In order to actively shape the third stage of 

life, we need economic security in old age."

3C1, 3C2 "Our social system must take special 

account of the needs of senior citizens. Previous 

governments have all too clearly treated senior 

citizens as supplicants who supposedly impose 

high costs on working society."

3c2 "Artificially raising the retirement age is 

completely pointless because the labor market 

does not offer sufficient alternatives to drawing a 

pension. It only benefits the finance minister, who 

will have to pay out lower pensions to those 

affected in future."

Our social system must take special account of the needs of senior 

citizens. Previous governments have all too clearly treated senior 

citizens as supplicants who supposedly impose high costs on 

working society

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 8-9 Healthcare

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Our healthcare system - 

everyone is affected"

The Austrian healthcare system needs structural reforms, not 

savings. Higher efficiency and savings through preventiont 

treatments. Strong Anti-Abortion statement. Separate 

insurance for foreigners.

1a1 "A separate social insurance scheme should 

be created for foreigners. This should finance 

access to medical care in Austria for foreigners. 

This social insurance is also to be funded by 

contributions from workers living in Austria and 

active as guest workers."

" Austrian healthcare system needs structural 

reforms, not savings", "Above all, the healthcare 

system needs optimized funding streams. As we 

know from preventive care, increased 

expenditure in individual areas can lead to 

considerable savings overall. The IHS and 

healthcare experts see potential savings of up to 

3 billion euros by increasing efficiency while 

maintaining the same quality of service."

2a1 "A separate social insurance 

scheme should be created for 

foreigners. This should finance access 

to medical care in Austria for 

foreigners. This social insurance is 

also to be funded by contributions 

from workers living in Austria and 

active as guest workers."

"A separate social insurance scheme 

should be created for foreigners. This 

should finance access to medical care 

in Austria for foreigners. This social 

insurance is also to be funded by 

contributions from workers living in 

Austria and active as guest workers."

"The Austrian healthcare system needs 

structural reforms, not savings. In this context, 

the FPÖ is calling for more transparency. After 

all, rising health insurance costs do not 

necessarily mean an increase in healthcare 

expenditure", "The IHS and healthcare experts 

see potential savings of up to EUR 3 billion by 

increasing efficiency while maintaining the 

same quality of service."

3A1 "Prevention is a primary focus of the 

healthcare system. We therefore want to bring 

about a rethink in medicine. Because with 

increased prevention, the enormous costs of 

curative medicine can be contained."

The FPÖ is clearly against abortion on prescription. The public 

health system finances health and the fight against disease, not 

the destruction of life.

A separate social insurance scheme should be created for 

foreigners. This should finance access to medical care in Austria 

for foreigners. This social insurance is also to be funded by 

contributions from workers living in Austria and active as guest 

workers.

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 9
Social System, Welfare State, 

Healthcare

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Disabled people and care 

crisis"

More social support to those who "really need it" and those 

who care for them.

"The highest priority for the FPÖ therefore continues to be 

nursing and care in people's own homes. It is therefore 

urgently necessary to finally implement an inflation 

adjustment to the care allowance. This has already lost a 

fifth of its value. The FPÖ is also committed to social and 

legal protection for family caregivers.", "There are more than 

400,000 people in Austria who care for relatives or close 

friends at home. 80 percent of care and support services are 

provided by relatives at home. They should therefore also be 

entitled to a pension."

"We are facing up to the challenge of 

ensuring humane and high-quality 

care. We owe this to the elderly 

people in need of long-term care as 

well as all people in need of care and 

people with disabilities in this 

country. We recognize this as a 

fundamental task of the welfare 

state."

"Good care in the event of a need for 

nursing and/or care is a core task of 

the welfare state, just as it is in the 

event of illness, accident or disability. 

The financing of carers and 

caregivers must be solidly based."

3A1 "While the children of parents in need of 

care are required to pay for the care and 

support services, the state covers the costs for 

childless people when their own assets are 

exhausted. The current recourse to relatives 

must therefore be abolished."
We are facing up to the challenge of ensuring humane and high-

quality care. We owe this to the elderly people in need of long-

term care as well as all people in need of care and people with 

disabilities in this country. We recognize this as a fundamental 

task of the welfare state.

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 10 Budget and EU

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Balanced budget - lean 

state"

Redistribution does not bring real relief in the long term. We 

need structural reforms. By limiting the state to its actual tasks, 

administrative costs fall and taxes can be reduced. This creates 

more private investment, more jobs and greater prosperity for 

all."

"Redistribution does not bring real relief in the long term. We 

need structural reforms."

1c2 "Sustainable measures for companies, 

employees and the welfare state can only be 

financed if the state recognizes that it has to 

limit its tasks to a reasonable level."

3a21 "By limiting the state to its actual tasks, 

administrative costs fall and taxes can be 

reduced. This creates more private investment, 

more jobs and greater prosperity for all."

3b2, 3B3 "By limiting the state to its actual 

tasks, administrative costs fall and taxes can be 

reduced. This creates more private investment, 

more jobs and greater prosperity for all."

3C1 "The basis of a liberal budget policy is to 

relieve the burden on citizens. Our employees and 

entrepreneurs must be able to dispose of their 

money themselves to a large extent instead of 

handing over every second euro they earn to the 

state."

3c5 "Just as important as savings in state 

administration would be a significant reduction in 

Austria's net contribution to the European Union", 

"There is therefore an urgent need to reduce

tion at EU level and a reduction in the level of 

European Union administration is urgently 

needed."

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 10-11

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Small and medium-sized 

enterprises - largest employer", 

"Employees - partners of the 

economy"

"Small and medium-sized enterprises form the backbone of the 

Austrian economy and provide two thirds of all jobs. They need 

to be given more support." Tax cuts for workers in certain 

situations: working overhours should not be taxed. The state 

should focus on retraining Austrians to battle unemployment 

instead of bringing in foreign workers. 

"Raising the low income threshold to EUR 1,000 would 

alleviate this situation and provide a significant incentive to 

invest."

1c21 "However, companies' labor costs are 

influenced to a not insignificant extent by non-

wage labor costs. The high tax burden on labor is 

an obstacle to employment. This is because the 

tax burden on labor in Austria is significantly 

higher than the EU average. The FPÖ's primary 

goal is therefore to reduce the tax burden on 

labor."

1c21 "We are committed to extending the non-

taxation of overtime. In line with the maxim 

“performance must be rewarded”, 10 hours of 

overtime should be made tax-free in future 

instead of the current 5 hours. Expenses for 

certain household-related services (e.g. 

gardening, cleaning, childcare, repairs to the 

house, handicraft work, etc.) are to be tax-

deductible as income-related expenses in future 

and therefore significantly cheaper."

2a1 "Austria is suffering from a 

shortage of skilled workers, not least 

due to the existing weaknesses in the 

dual training system. As is so often 

the case, the first call is for foreign 

workers. The AMS therefore has the 

task of promoting targeted retraining 

and further training measures and 

also planning ahead."

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 12-13 Women and Family

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Women - Men - Partnership 

and family"

In order to give parents real freedom of choice between 

childcare and work, the childcare allowance must also be 

further developed.

Today, families usually only receive childcare allowance for 30 

months. The reason for this is that one parent can only receive 

childcare allowance for 30 months and in many cases the 

second parent cannot take advantage of the remaining six 

months. The existing model is also a real disadvantage for 

single parents. In this case, there is no partner available who 

could claim these funds for a further 6 months for the benefit of 

the child. This must change. Furthermore, additional income 

limits must be abolished. Parental leave under employment law 

should be extended to three years.

Better support for young mothers. Young mothers also need 

care after the birth

We are committed to moving away from individual taxation in 

favor of family splitting as the most important measure to 

support our families. 

1a1 "Young mothers must also be looked after 

after the birth. If necessary, the state must 

provide a specialist to help them cope with 

everyday life in the early days."

1b2 "In order to give parents real freedom of choice between 

childcare and work, the childcare allowance must also be 

further developed."

2a1 "Immigration, especially from 

countries outside Europe, means that 

more and more women in Austria do 

not have equal opportunities. Forced 

marriage, genital mutilation or the 

compulsory wearing of headscarves 

are clear signs of the oppression of 

women. This cannot be accepted in 

Austria."

"We are committed to the institution 

of marriage between a man and a 

woman. It deserves special protection. 

We reject the equation of homosexual 

partnerships with families or marriage 

between a man and a woman. The 

FPÖ is also against the adoption of 

children by same-sex surrogate 

parents."

"In order to give parents real freedom of choice 

between childcare and work, the childcare 

allowance must also be further developed."

3b2 "Family splitting increases the purchasing 

power of families and frees them from the 

unfair fiscal treatment of family income. After 

all, families are also economic communities."

3c3 "Immigration, especially from countries 

outside Europe, means that more and more 

women in Austria do not have equal opportunities. 

Forced marriage, genital mutilation or the 

compulsory wearing of headscarves are clear signs 

of the oppression of women. This cannot be 

accepted in Austria."

We are committed to the institution of marriage between a man 

and a woman. It deserves special protection. We reject the 

equation of homosexual partnerships with families or marriage 

between a man and a woman. The FPÖ is also against the 

adoption of children by same-sex surrogate parents.

Electoral program FPÖ 2008 - "Österreich im Wort"

2008 14-15 Healthcare

Main text "Österreich im Wort", 

Section: "Volunteers in blue light 

organizations"

The FPÖ considers itself particularly committed to our 

emergency services. Volunteers, who are regularly exposed to 

particularly heavy workloads, should therefore be supported.

In future, volunteers in blue light organizations should also be 

taken into account in the heavy worker regulation and be able to 

retire earlier without having to pay a deduction. Separate fiscla 

system reducing taxes for putchasing machines for volunteer 

organizations.

1a1 "For this reason, a fair fiscal model must be 

created that provides for a value-added tax 

rebate for the purchase of equipment required 

for use by fire departments and rescue aid 

organizations."

"In future, volunteers in blue light organizations should also 

be taken into account in the heavy worker regulation and be 

able to retire earlier without having to pay a deduction"

2a31 "These volunteers make an 

invaluable contribution to maintaining 

our high social standards."

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013

"Liebe deine Nächsten, für mich sind 

das unsere Österreicher"

Welfare preference towards Austrian citizens. "Love thy 

neighbor" shows importance of Austrian welfare and state 

support.

2a2, 2a3 "Love your neighbor, for me 

that means our Austrians "

"A policy of “charity” means 

supporting socially weak and needy 

Austrians" 

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 2 Social System, Welfare State

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: supporting socially 

weak and needy Austrians"

Social aid to those who need it and only those who want to 

change their situation

1c4 "Increase in family allowance and annual 

adjustment of the value of child benefit"

2a1 "An end to the export of family 

benefits abroad"

2a3 "Full social benefits for citizens 

only"

2B1 "We help those who want to help 

themselves. 

2a32 "We have no sympathy for those 

who can help themselves but don't want 

to"

2a31 "An end to the export of family 

benefits abroad"

2b32 "We help those who want to 

help themselves. 

"More than one million people in Austria are at 

risk of poverty, even though the SPÖ and ÖVP 

are collecting record taxes and fees."

"The distribution of burdens and benefits is 

unfair: the masses are burdened, while those 

in need have their money taken and cut. But 

unsustainable privileges and visible waste of 

money are not touched."

3c2 "More than one million people in Austria are at 

risk of poverty, even though the SPÖ and ÖVP are 

collecting record taxes and fees."

3c4 "We have no sympathy for those who can help 

themselves but don't want to"

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 3 Labor

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: Affordable living 

including secure jobs with an income 

to live on"

Implementation of better minimum wage to ensure affordable 

living of working citizens. Cutting taxes for "normal" citizens. 

1b1 "We implement income that you can get by on" 

Minimum wage! "Minimum wage of Euro 1,600 

gross/month"

"Minimum wage of Euro 1,600 gross/month"

1c2 " Prohibition of extortionate charges for 

essential services"

2b52 "Solidarity tax for millionaires, 

abolition of foundation privileges"

3c2 " The SPÖ and ÖVP devalue the mass of wages 

with far too high taxes and make life more 

expensive with extortionate fees. The middle 

classes are left to fend for themselves with 

maximum taxes. But unjustified tax privileges 

protect them"

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 4
Social System, Welfare State, 

Labor market

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: Austrians first in 

jobs and the social system"

Immigrants are a danger to the functioning of the Austrian 

welfare state and job market

1c1 "No further opening of the Austrian labor 

market for workers from the east"

2a1 "The SPÖ, ÖVP and Greens are 

bringing more and more immigrants 

into the country under ever new 

pretexts. In doing so, they are 

endangering Austrian jobs, fueling 

wage and social dumping and 

destroying the education system in 

metropolitan areas. The social system 

is endangered, for example, by high 

unemployment among foreigners."

2a2 "For us, citizenship is a valuable 

asset. We therefore focus on the 

interests of our own citizens:"

2a3 "Full social benefits only with 

citizenship", "Social housing for 

Austrians only"

3c2 " "The SPÖ, ÖVP and Greens are bringing more 

and more immigrants into the country under ever 

new pretexts"

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 5 Pensions

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: A secure 

retirement with secure pensions"

Economically upgrading the status of pensioners and increasing 

their pensions as builders of society

1a1 "Fixing the statutory retirement age at 65 

for men and no increase in the retirement age 

for women"

1c1 "We ensure that in future, pensioners are no 

longer treated like supplicants, but have a right 

to value adjustment"

1c1 "Real value adjustment of pensions instead 

of compensation below real inflation"

2a31 "Our pensioners deserve a secure 

retirement without worries. In return, 

they have given a lifetime of service, 

whether at work or within the family."

2a31 "Increased recognition of child

child-raising periods as pension 

entitlement periods"

3a21 "Cancellation of pension privileges

for former politicians, at the National Bank, 

ÖBB, etc"

3c2 "Despite this, the SPÖ and ÖVP continue to 

devalue pensions year after year."

"Cancellation of pension privileges

for former politicians, at the National Bank, ÖBB, 

etc"

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 6 Family

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: Promoting our 

families & our own youth"

Aiding families by a separate "family tax scheme" that is 

supposed to aid families in choosing their way of life.

1a1" Full work-life balance through the option of 

a parental salary"

"High-quality childcare and education in kindergartens and 

schools with all-day options for parents"

"Full work-life balance through the option of a 

parental salary"

2a1 "Like the SPÖ and ÖVP, they 

prefer immigration to family support"

3b33 "Full work-life balance through the option 

of a parental salary"

3c2 "Families and children secure our future. 

Instead of supporting them, the SPÖ and ÖVP have 

unfairly cut benefits for them. The Greens want to 

destroy the family model altogether."

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 7 Budget and EU

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: No more billions in 

liabilities for EU bankrupt states - 

reduction in EU contributions"

Reposition the role of the EU, constrain EU payments and debt, 

concentration on aiding Austria first

3c5 "Reduction of Austrian EU contributions"

Electoral program FPÖ 2013 - "Liebe deine Nächsten, 

für mich sind das unsere Österreicher"

2013 8

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text "Liebe deine Nächsten, für 

mich sind das unsere Österreicher", 

Section: "A policy of “love thy 

neighbor” means: Relieving the 

burden on domestic small and 

medium-sized enterprises"

Cutting bureaucratic costs to aid small and medium sized 

companies and working population

1a1 "Reducing bureaucracy and pointless 

regulations"

"Tax relief for small and medium-sized 

enterprises"

3a21 "large corporations and banks  receive 

billions in state aid in the event of bankruptcy 

or management errors. They have unfair tax 

advantages and only pay mini-taxes in relation 

to turnover and profits"

3a22 "We support small and medium-sized 

companies that are suffering from 

bureaucracy, ancillary wage costs and the 

credit crunch."

3c2 "The SPÖ and ÖVP are playing patronage 

politics for large corporations and banks. They 

receive billions in state aid in the event of 

bankruptcy or management errors. They have 

unfair tax advantages and only pay mini-taxes in 

relation to turnover and profits"

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017

Main text "Österreicher verdienen 

Fairness"

The Austrian population deserves fairness which the current 

system cannot give them. 

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 2

Main text "Österreicher verdienen 

Fairness", Introduction "100 FPÖ 

demands to Elimination of the 

fairness crisis"

The Austrian population deserves fairness which the current 

system cannot give them. 

2a31 "Austrians deserve fairness. 

Because Austria is clearly suffering a 

massive fairness crisis. We have the 

highest tax burden with a bloated state 

apparatus, a restriction of all freedoms 

due to over-regulation (trade 

regulations, excessive flood of laws) and 

a double redistribution: on the one hand 

from the top performers to an insatiable 

state apparatus, and on the other hand 

from social benefits of the greatest 

magnitude to people who are still living 

in poverty. Oon the one hand from the 

service providers to an insatiable state 

apparatus, and on the other hand from 

social benefits on the largest scale to 

people who have never paid a cent into 

the social system"

3A1 "Austrians deserve fairness. Because 

Austria is clearly suffering a massive fairness 

crisis. We have the highest tax burden with a 

bloated state apparatus, a restriction of all 

freedoms due to over-regulation (trade 

regulations, excessive flood of laws) and a 

double redistribution: on the one hand from 

the top performers to an insatiable state 

apparatus, and on the other hand from social 

benefits of the greatest magnitude to people 

who are still living in poverty."

3b2, 3b33 We have the highest tax burden with 

a bloated state apparatus, a restriction of all 

freedoms due to over-regulation (trade 

regulations, excessive flood of laws) and a 

double redistribution: on the one hand from the 

top performers to an insatiable state apparatus, 

and on the other hand from social benefits of 

the greatest magnitude to people who are still 

living in poverty. On the one hand from the 

service providers to an insatiable state 

apparatus, and on the other hand from social 

benefits on the largest scale to people who 

have never paid a cent into the social system."

3C1, 3C2 "The FPÖ is therefore concerned with 

finally making progress in this country and freeing 

it from the clutches of red-black proportional 

representation."

 "Austrians deserve fairness. Because Austria is clearly suffering a 

massive fairness crisis."

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 3
Immigration and Welfare for 

Migrants

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

section: "Secure our borders -

Austria is not a country of 

immigration"

The Austrian welfare state welcomes immigrants by having too 

high of a welfare support for them. Austria must not become a 

state of immigrants. 

"Any financial incentive which - like the minimum income - 

serves as a lure must be stopped. Only benefits in kind and no 

cash benefits should be provided during the asylum 

procedure. Persons entitled to asylum should also remain in 

basic welfare support until they have earned an entitlement 

to insurance benefits." 

1c22 "Stopping immigration and consistent 

deportation of fake (=economic) asylum seekers"

2a1 "Stopping immigration and 

consistent deportation of bogus 

asylum seekers"

2b11 "Persons entitled to asylum 

should also remain in basic care until 

they have earned (erarbeitet) an 

entitlement to insurance benefits."

2b32 "Persons entitled to asylum 

should also remain in basic care 

until they have earned (erarbeitet) 

an entitlement to insurance 

benefits."

3a23  "Stopping immigration and consistent 

deportation of bogus asylum seekers"

3C1, 3C2 "That a veritable “asylum industry” of 

taxpayer-funded NGOs is turning mass 

immigration into a huge business at the expense of 

Austrians."

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 9 Family

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

section: "Promoting our families as 

the nuclei of society"

The family, as center of society must be financially "de-

burdened". It should not be difficult to start a family consisting 

of the "traditional" (=heteronormative)  family of man, woman 

and child.

1a1 "Making families affordable through a 

family-friendly tax system as an alternative to 

standard rate taxation. Annual adjustment of 

family allowance, child deduction and childcare 

allowance to the inflation rate" 

1a1 "Its unfair that the decision to have children 

is not sufficiently supported by the state in terms 

of taxes"

1b1  "This is why the FPÖ believes that supporting families is 

the order of the day. Incentives must be provided to start a 

family and better promotion and support measures must be 

taken."

1c1, 1c4 welfare spending:  " this why the FPÖ 

believes that supporting families is the order of 

the day. Incentives must be provided to start a 

family and better promotion and support 

measures must be taken."

1c21 "Due to the high cost of living and the 

enormous tax burden, we focus on easing the 

financial burden and creating a carefree life for 

families", "Making families affordable through a 

family-friendly tax system as an alternative to 

standard rate taxation"

1c4 "Annual adjustment of family allowance, 

child tax credit and childcare allowance to the 

inflation rate".

2b35 Contribution to society: 

"Families are the most important 

factor for the functioning of a 

community. The family as a 

community of husband and wife 

with children together is the natural 

nucleus and bracket for a 

functioning society and, together 

with the solidarity of the 

generations, guarantees our future 

viability."

3B3, 3b31: "The desire for a family and 

offspring must not lead to the risk of poverty, as 

the birth rate in domestic families has fallen 

sharply in recent decades."

3C1 "Its unfair that the decision to have children is 

not sufficiently supported by the state in terms of 

taxes"

"Making families affordable through a family-friendly tax system 

as an alternative to standard rate taxation"

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 13 Women

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

Section: "Equal rights for our women 

and protecting them from 

discrimination"

Women deserve "real" fairness, that is not based on "leftist 

fake emancipation"

1a2 "In addition to improving the work-life 

balance, high-quality part-time jobs and good 

opportunities to return to work must be 

created."

1b3 "In addition to improving the work-life balance, high-

quality part-time jobs and good opportunities to return to 

work must be created."

1c4 "In addition to improving the work-life 

balance, high-quality part-time jobs and good 

opportunities to return to work must be 

created."

2a1 "We do not accept the oppression 

of women and therefore strictly reject 

forced marriages or the compulsory 

wearing of headscarves.", "That the 

immigration of people from 

patriarchal cultures leads to new 

discrimination against women"

2b35 "Childcare or caring for 

relatives usually falls to the female 

members of the family. These care 

responsibilities mean that women 

are often only able to take on poorly 

paid part-time work."

3B3 "Childcare or caring for relatives usually 

falls to the female members of the family. 

These care responsibilities mean that women 

are often only able to take on poorly paid part-

time work. Genuine freedom of choice for 

women means that a mother can decide 

without financial pressure whether she wants 

to stay at home with her children and bring 

them up and care for them herself or whether 

she wants to return to work - to whatever 

extent."

3b33 "Young women and girls often find 

themselves in a hopeless situation when they 

become pregnant. The number of abortions is 

correspondingly high. These young women and 

girls need to be supported accordingly."

3C2 "However, this does not mean equalizing men 

and women. That is why we are against sham alibi 

actions in the promotion of women that are not 

suitable for actually enhancing the position of 

women."

"The fact that token measures such as the internal 

I and the naming of daughters in the national 

anthem distract from the real problems of 

women"

"Actual equality instead of hypocritical 

egalitarianism".

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 14 Pensions

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

Section: "Enabling our senior citizens 

to retire with dignity"

Increase social setting of pensioners, increasing minimum 

pensions for contributors

1a1 "A minimum old-age pension of EUR 1,200 

per month from 40 years of insurance with 

better recognition of child-raising periods", 

"Harmonization of pension systems and abolition 

of luxury pensions"

1b1 "A minimum old-age pension of EUR 1,200 per month 

from 40 years of insurance"

1c4 "A minimum old-age pension of EUR 1,200 

per month from 40 years of insurance"

2a1 "The fact that minimum pensions 

are only slightly higher than the 

minimum benefits paid to 

immigrants"

2a31 "Hard-working people who have 

paid into the welfare pot for decades 

lead a life on the poverty line and are 

treated like supplicants by the federal 

government."

3a2 "Hard-working people who have paid into 

the welfare pot for decades lead a life on the 

poverty line and are treated like supplicants by 

the federal government."

3B3, 3b31 "In the last ten years, life has 

become noticeably more expensive, especially 

for our senior citizens who have rebuilt Austria. 

This population group in particular includes a 

large number of minimum pensioners at risk of 

poverty. Increased rents and sharply rising 

prices are hitting older people particularly hard, 

making it more difficult for them to participate 

in public life and resulting in social 

impoverishment"

3C1 "Hard-working people who have paid into the 

welfare pot for decades lead a life on the poverty 

line and are treated like supplicants by the federal 

government."

3C2 "While the vast majority of pensioners have to 

turn over every euro twice, various favorites in the 

state-affiliated sector can look forward to multiple 

or luxury pensions", "The fact that a privileged few, 

for example in the National Bank, at the ORF and 

in the chambers, collect exorbitant luxury pensions, 

while the average pensioner can barely afford to 

live"

 "Hard-working people who have paid into the welfare pot for 

decades lead a life on the poverty line and are treated like 

supplicants by the federal government."

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 15 Welfare State and Labor

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

Section: "Making our social system 

and make our labor market fair"

Restructure social system and labor market to aid primarily 

Austrians. Helping native working population by limiting social 

support to non-natives. Increasing minimum wage for nationals, 

closing economic work sectors for non-nationals

1a1 "The FPÖ is committed to the Austrian 

welfare state. Our community of solidarity is 

committed to mitigating the risks associated 

with old age, disability, illness, accidents, 

unemployment and severe strokes of fate."

"Sectoral closure of the Austrian labor market 

for EU foreigners and third-country nationals to 

protect domestic workers"

1c4 "Introduction of a minimum wage of 1,500 

euros gross per month without placing a greater 

burden on employers"

2a2 "The FPÖ stands for a social policy 

that clearly and unambiguously puts 

its own citizens first"

2a1 "In the recent past in particular, 

waves of immigration have pushed 

the welfare state to its limits."

"In addition, cheap labor from Eastern 

Europe is gradually pushing Austrian 

workers out of the domestic labor 

market, further fueling 

unemployment, which is already at 

record levels."

2a3 "It is unacceptable that Austrian 

citizens who have worked hard all 

their lives and receive a minimum 

pension receive fewer benefits than 

many immigrants who have never 

paid a cent into the social security 

2a31 "We reject a minimum income for 

all people living in Austria that 

guarantees financial resources 

regardless of the individual's willingness 

to perform, because it represents a 

massive incentive for further 

immigration of migrants who are not 

willing to perform. The gateway to the 

welfare state must be closed.", 

"It is unacceptable that Austrian citizens 

who have worked hard all their lives and 

receive a minimum pension receive 

fewer benefits than many immigrants 

who have never paid a cent into the 

social security system."

2a31 "Access to social benefits for non-

citizens only after at least five years of 

contribution payments"

3a2 "The fact that Austrians cannot make ends 

meet on their salary despite working full-time"

3c3 "In the recent past in particular, waves of 

immigration have pushed the welfare state to its 

limits.", "In addition, cheap labor from Eastern 

Europe is gradually pushing Austrian workers out of 

the domestic labor market, further fueling 

unemployment, which is already at record levels."

"That family benefits are paid to children who live 

abroad at a much lower cost of living"

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 17 Healthcare

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

Section: "Making our health and care 

system more efficient"

Reforming healthcare to abolish "class-system" in health care 

quality. Consolidation of all health insurance funds

1a1 "Consolidation of all health insurance funds 

with separate accounting groups for citizens and 

foreigners"

"The Austrian healthcare system needs 

structural reforms, not savings."

1c2 “The FPÖ sees savings potential, for 

example, in the sensible and at the same time 

more cost-efficient transfer of medical services 

from hospitals back to the outpatient, private 

practice sector.”

2a1 "That asylum seekers have full 

access to the Austrian healthcare 

system from day one and without any 

contribution"

"Consolidation of all health insurance 

funds with separate accounting groups 

for citizens and foreigners"

"The FPÖ rejects multi-class medicine in the 

public healthcare system. This also firmly 

excludes privileges based on social affiliation 

or membership of a religious community."

"That patients have to wait longer and longer 

for medical appointments, operations and 

examinations and even have to lie in aisle beds 

in hospital"

"Health insurance contributions must benefit 

patients and not be lost in bureaucracy"

3c3 "That asylum seekers have full access to the 

Austrian healthcare system from day one and 

without any contribution"

3c1 "Health insurance contributions must benefit 

patients and not be lost in bureaucracy"

Electoral program FPÖ 2017 - "Österreicher 

verdienen Fairness"

2017 22-23; 26

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

"Österreicher verdienen Fairness", 

Sections: "Rewarding our top 

performers, not punishing them", 

"Relieving our companies of 

bureaucratic and financial burdens", 

"Reforming our administration 

sustainably" 

Restructuring of Austrian tax and debt system that creates 

massive burdens on "normal" working citizens and stifles their 

economic and social prosperity. Restructure to boost 

effectiveness!

1c2 "Potential savings can be made by 

optimizing social spending, the subsidy system, 

federalism and general administration, but also 

by merging social security institutions.", " Family 

relief model developed, which can be chosen as 

an alternative to normal taxation"

1c4 "More money for families through a tax 

model that leads to a lower tax burden with 

more children"

"Unfair that an ineffective and non-

transparent administration generates 

enormous costs without citizens 

receiving any benefits in return"

2b35 "That families, who form the 

foundation of our society, are 

disadvantaged in the tax system"

"Potential savings can be made by 

optimizing social spending, the subsidy 

system, federalism and general 

administration, but also by merging 

social security institutions."

"Simplification and streamlining of all 

tax laws - abolition of petty taxes and 

levies"

"Unfair that citizens are burdened with a 

disproportionately high tax and contribution 

rate far beyond what is necessary"

3A1 "The fact that the enormous bureaucracy 

hampers business start-ups and puts many 

entrepreneurs off doing business"

3A1 "It´s unfair that an ineffective and non-

transparent administration generates 

enormous costs without citizens receiving any 

benefits in return"

3c1 "Austrian companies are currently facing too 

many hurdles and harassment, ranging from the 

enormous tax and duty burden to a financing 

squeeze and excessive bureaucratization. "

"The fact that the enormous bureaucracy hampers 

business start-ups and puts many entrepreneurs 

off doing business"

3c1 "Unfair that the state is burdening future 

generations with an irresponsible debt policy"

Unfair that an ineffective and non-transparent administration 

generates enormous costs without citizens receiving any benefits 

in return
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Appendix A.6: Salience Data 

 
Table 10: Salience of Sub-Dimensions 

Subcategories Year Salience / % of 

pages of whole 

program 

Pages dedicated 

to Subcategory 

Total Nr. Of 

Pages of 

electoral 

Program 

Labor, Employees, 

Economy, Budget 
1994 12,50% 2 16 

 1999 7,41% 4 54 

 2002 12,26% 13 106 

 2006 25,00% 3 12 

 2008 15,63% 2,5 16 

 2013 25,00% 3 12 

 2017 6,90% 2 29 

 2019 7,14% 1 14 

Family and Women 1994 3,13% 0,5 16 

 1999 3,70% 2 54 

 2002 3,77% 4 106 

 2006 16,67% 2 12 

 2008 7,50% 1,2 16 

 2013 8,33% 1 12 

 2017 10,34% 3 29 

 2019 1,43% 0,2 14 

Pensions 1994 0,00% 0 16 

 1999 1,00% 0,5 54 

 2002 3,30% 3,5 106 

 2006 4,17% 0,5 12 

 2008 6,25% 1 16 

 2013 8,33% 1 12 

 2017 3,45% 1 29 

 2019 5,00% 0,7 14 

Healthcare 1994 0,00% 0 16 

 1999 0,00% 0 54 

 2002 1,89% 2 106 

 2006 5,00% 0,6 12 

 2008 9,37% 1,5 16 

 2013 0,00% 0 12 

 2017 3,45% 1 29 

 2019 0,00% 0 14 

Social Justice and 

Redistribution 
1994 12,50% 2 16 

 1999 7,41% 4 54 

 2002 5,66% 6 106 

 2006 0,00% 0 12 

Electoral program FPÖ 2019 - "Mit Sicherheit für 

Österreich: Fair. Sozial. Heimattreu."
2019

 "Mit Sicherheit für Österreich: Fair. 

Sozial. Heimattreu."

Main focus on stopping immigrants from entering an 

"exhausted welfare system", lowering taxes for Austrians 

(restructuring), ensuring better healthcare and pensions for the 

elderly.

Electoral program FPÖ 2019 - "Mit Sicherheit für 

Österreich: Fair. Sozial. Heimattreu."

2019 3-5
Immigration and Welfare for 

Migrants

Main text: section: "Fighting asylum 

fraud" and "No to mass immigration 

and welcome policies"

Stopping immigrants from entering and abusing an already 

"exhausted welfare system. Blame Refugees for "welfare 

tourism"

Exclusion of foreigners to social services

1c22 control fraud: "In view of these conditions, 

the FPÖ clearly states: asylum is temporary 

protection and not a cover for economic 

refugees."

2a1 "But schools and the social and 

healthcare systems have also reached 

the limits of their capacity."

Asylum is temporary protection and 

not a cover for economic refugees. 

Poverty and climate change are not 

grounds for asylum. Once the reason 

for asylum no longer applies, the 

return journey to the country of origin 

is due!

3c3 "The consequences are, for example, a justice 

system with overcrowded prisons and 

overstretched courts as well as the total 

overloading of the police force with thousands of 

hours of overtime. Schools and the social and 

healthcare systems have also reached the limits of 

their capacity."

3c2 "However, left-wing romanticism and the 

slogan “We can do it” are not the solution."

3c5 "German politicians are inviting streams of 

refugees into their country and then want to divide 

them up across Europe. With their behavior, they 

have clearly violated applicable EU law in the form 

of “Dublin III”. Countries that have complied with 

this and protect their borders, such as Hungary, are 

being treated with hostility. NGO ships cooperate 

with smugglers. They bring boat passengers to 

Europe and not to the nearby African coast. This is 

not about rescue operations, but about smuggling 

tolerated by the EU."

In view of these conditions, the FPÖ clearly states: asylum is 

temporary protection and not a cover for economic refugees. 

Poverty and climate change are not grounds for asylum. Once the 

reason for asylum no longer applies, the return journey to the 

country of origin is due!

Electoral program FPÖ 2019 - "Mit Sicherheit für 

Österreich: Fair. Sozial. Heimattreu."

2019 8

Labor, Taxation, Employees 

and Small and Medium 

Enterprises

Main text: section: "Tax relief for 

employees and companies"

Lowering tax burden for Austrians, focus on helping small and 

medium sized enterprises, no "class fight": employees and 

employers should not be played off against each other

1a2 "Only the economy can create jobs. Small 

and medium-sized companies in particular are 

taking on this task."

1a1 "The task of a government, on the other 

hand, is to guarantee optimal framework 

conditions so that companies settle in the 

country. It must also be a central task of 

economic policy to better equip domestic 

companies for international competition."

Reducing taxes: "Austrian companies and the 

‘labour factor’ must be relieved of tax burdens. 

This ensures fair wages and creates jobs. 

Furthermore, employees and employers should 

not be played off against each other, because 

they are dependent on each other. One thing is 

clear: those who rely on class warfare from past 

centuries in today's world have no sensible 

answers for the future"

The Austrian labor shortage cannot be 

solved by immigration. "Poorly trained 

or untrained migrants cannot 

compensate for a shortage of 

apprentices and skilled labour. At best, 

they cause wage dumping for Austrian 

workers and the country's youth."

2b32 "our main focus is on Austria 

and therefore also on working 

Austrians. They must be given tax 

relief."

Electoral program FPÖ 2019 - "Mit Sicherheit für 

Österreich: Fair. Sozial. Heimattreu."

2019 11 Pensions

Main text: section: "Minimum 

pension for ageing with dignity"

Fighting for ensuring a minimum pension for seniors, more 

money for "home care", restructuring governmental funds 

towards higher efficiency

1a1 State Importance 

"task of politicians to organise health and care 

better and not to reach for the citizens' money"

"In government, we pushed through the introduction of the 

minimum pension of 1,200 euros from 2020 and the annual 

adjustment of the care allowance. These were enormous 

advances that also show that we were the social conscience 

of this federal government."

1c1 welfare spending: "Introduction of the 

minimum pension"

1c4 expansion "More money for home care"

2a31 "Our pensioners have rebuilt 

Austria, they have paid taxes for 

decades and financed the social system. 

They have worked and raised children. 

These hard-working and honest people 

must not be sidelined and fobbed off 

with meagre benefits"

2a31 "We owe this to our pensioners, 

for whose lifetime achievements we 

cannot be grateful enough. After all, 

they have made it possible for Austrians 

to live in prosperity and security."

3a21 overuse: healthcare system is inefficient: 

"Austria has around twice as many acute beds 

as the average number of Member States in 

the European Union. Many patients are placed 

in the wrong bed. This problem alone causes 

additional costs of 13 million euros per day or 

4.75 billion euros per year. It is therefore the 

task of politicians to organise health and care 

better and not to reach for the citizens' 

money"

3b31 no poverty: 

"These hard-working and honest people must 

not be sidelined and fobbed off with meagre 

benefits, where they have to turn over every 

cent twice and sometimes even have to decide 

whether to buy their necessary medication or 

something to eat."

Diese fleißigen und ehrlichen Menschen dürfen nicht ins Abseits 

gestellt und mit kümmerlichen Zuwendungen abgespeist werden, 

wobei sie jeden Cent zweimal umdrehen und sich manchmal sogar 

entscheiden müssen, ob sie ihre notwendigen Medikamente oder 

etwas zu essen kaufen sollen.
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 2008 6,25% 1 16 

 2013 8,33% 1 12 

 2017 8,62% 2,5 29 

 2019 0,00% 0 14 

Sum of Welfare Sub-

Dimensions for all 

analyzed years / Salience of 

Overall Welfare Issues 

1994 28,13% 4,5 16 

 1999 19,52% 10,5 54 
 2002 26,88% 28,5 106 
 2006 50,84% 6,1 12 
 2008 45,00% 7,2 16 
 2013 49,99% 6 12 
 2017 32,76% 9,5 29 
 2019 13,57% 1,9 14 

Salience of Party Manifesto 

Project Varibale “Welfare” 
1994 

3,287% 
  

 1999 4,087%   
 2002 13,343%   
 2006 11,692%   
 2008 17,965%   
 2013 16,522%   
 2017 11,283%   
 2019 7,658%   

Salience of Party Manifesto 

Project Varibale “Welfare 

State Expansion” 

1994 0,000%   

 1999 2,284%   
 2002 6,672%   
 2006 7,385%   
 2008 7,143%   
 2013 10,435%   
 2017 0,740%   
 2019 5,405%   

Salience of Party Manifesto 

Project Varibale “Welfare 

State Limitation 

1994 1,264%   

 1999 0,841%   
 2002 0,450%   
 2006 0,923%   
 2008 0,216%   
 2013 4,348%   
 2017 2,434%   
 2019 2,252%   

Salience of Party Manifesto 

Project Varibale “Labor 

Groups Positive” 

1994 0,506%   

 1999 0,721%   
 2002 6,559%   
 2006 4,923%   
 2008 5,628%   
 2013 4,348%   
 2017 4,867%   
 2019 5,405%   

 Salience 

of Party Manifesto Project 

Varibale “Noneconomic 

Demographic Groups” 

1994 1,643%   
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 1999 1,202%   
 2002 6,784%   
 2006 0,308%   
 2008 6,710%   
 2013 1,739%   
 2017 1,549%   
 2019 0,901%   

 

 

Appendix A.7: Complete Spending Data 

 
Table 11: Spending Attitude Data 

Welfare Sub-Dimensions Year Spending Level 1,2,3 
1: low state support / focus 

on taxcuts 

2: some state support 

3: generous state support 

 

Labor, Employees, Economy, 

Budget 
1994 

1 

 1999 1 

 2002 2 

 2006 1 

 2008 3 

 2013 2 

 2017 2 

 2019 1 

Family and Women 1994 2 

 1999 2 

 2002 3 

 2006 2 

 2008 3 

 2013 2 

 2017 2 

 2019 2 

Pensions 1994 1 

 1999 2 

 2002 3 

 2006 2 

 2008 2 

 2013 2 

 2017 3 

 2019 3 

Healthcare 1994 0 

 1999 1 

 2002 2 

 2006 2 

 2008 2 

 2013 0 

 2017 1 

 2019 0 

Social Justice and Redistribution 1994 1 

 1999 1 

 2002 2 

 2006 1 
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 2008 1 

 2013 2 

 2017 2 

 2019 0 

 

 

Appendix A.8: Correlation Calculations 

 
Table 12: Overview of Correlation Calculations Results 

Overview Correlation variables Correlation Results 

Electoral Results Correlation FPÖ % and % workers  0,733 

 Correlation FPÖ % and % women 0,923 

 Correlation % workers and % women 0,657 

Correlation Welfare Salience and 

Electoral Results 
Salience of Welfare issues and % FPÖ -0,240 

 Salience of Welfare issues and % workers -0,435 

 Salience of Welfare Issues and % women -0,099 

Correlation of Salience of Welfare 

Sub-dimensions and overall 

electoral support for FPÖ  

Labor, Employees and FPÖ General -0,442 

 Family and Women and FPÖ General -0,218 

 Pensions and FPÖ General -0,304 
 Immigration and FPÖ General -0,554 
 Healthcare and FPÖ General -0,283 
 Social Justics and FPÖ General 0,652 

Correlation of Salience of Welfare 

Sub-dimensions and workers´ 

electoral support 

% Workers and Labor Salience -0,618 

 % Workers and Family and women Salience -0,233 
 % Workers and Pensions Salience -0,073 
 % Workers and Immigration Salience -0,126 
 % Workers and Healthcare Salience -0,262 
 % Workers and Social Justice Salience 0,180 

Correlation of Salience of Welfare 

Sub-dimensions and women´s 

electoral support 

% Women and Labor Salience -0,410 

 % Women and family and women Salience -0,110 
 % Women and Pensions Salience -0,304 
 % Women and Immigration Salience -0,719 
 % Women and Healthcare Salience -0,040 
 % Women and Social Justice Salience 0,744 

Correlation of Sum Spending 

Attitude and electoral support in 

general and by sub-dimensiont 

FPÖ % and Welfare Spending Overall -0,350 

 Sum Welfare Spending and workers´ support -0,304 
 Sum Welfare Spending and women´s support -0,066 
 FPÖ % and Labor Spending -0,071 
 FPÖ % and Family and Women Spending -0,485 
 FPÖ % and Pensions Spending -0,254 
 FPÖ % and Healthcare Spending -0,498 
 FPÖ % and Social Justice Spending 0,087 
 % Workers´ support and Labor Spending -0,107 
 % Workers´ support and % Women and 

Family Spending 
-0,526 

 % Workers´ support and Pensions Spending 0,249 
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 % Workers´ support and Healthcare Spending -0,526 
 % Workers´ support and Social Justice 

Spending 
-0,154 

 % Women and Labor Spending 0,175 
 % Women and Family Spending -0,232 
 % Women and Pensions Spending -0,239 
 % Women and Healthcare Spending -0,232 
 % Women and Social Justice Spending 0,282 

Salience Correlations Party 

Manifesto Project Variables and 

welfare salience overall 

Salience welfare and welfare state expansion 0,776383349 

 Salience welfare and welfare state limitation 0,091082065 
 Salience welfare and labor groups positive 0,745782407 
 Salience welfare and Noneconomic 

Demographic Groups 0,584711454 
 Salience welfare and equality positive 0,627649007 
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