Nicholas Paul Tayler

The Entangled Histories of Lotharingia, Medieval Hungary and the

vallis Agriensis: The Textual Evidence

MA Thesis in Late Antique, Medieval and Early Modern Studies

Central European University Private University
Vienna

May 2024



The Entangled Histories of Lotharingia, Medieval Hungary and the vallis Agriensis: The
Textual Evidence

by
Nicholas Paul Tayler

(Hungary)

Thesis submitted to the Department of Medieval Studies,
Central European University, Budapest, in partial fulfillment of the requirements
of the Master of Arts degree in Late Antique, Medieval and Early Modern Studies.

Accepted in conformance with the standards of the CEU.

Chair, Examination Committee

Thesis Supervisor

Examiner

Examiner

Vienna
May 2024



The Entangled Histories of Lotharingia, Medieval Hungary and the vallis Agriensis:

The Textual Evidence

by
Nicholas Paul Tayler

(Hungary)

Thesis submitted to the Department of Medieval Studies,
Central European University, Budapest, in partial fulfillment of the requirements
of the Master of Arts degree in Late Antique, Medieval and Early Modern Studies.

Accepted in conformance with the standards of the CEU.

External Reader

Vienna
May 2024



Entangled Histories of Lotharingia, Medieval Hungary, and the vallis Agriensis: The
Textual Evidence

by
Nicholas Paul Tayler

(Hungary)

Thesis submitted to the Department of Medieval Studies,
Central European University, Budapest, in partial fulfillment of the requirements
of the Master of Arts degree in Late Antique, Medieval and Early Modern Studies.

Accepted in conformance with the standards of the CEU.

External Supervisor

Vienna
May 2024



CEU eTD Collection

I, the undersigned, Nicholas Paul Tayler, candidate for the MA degree in Late Antique,
Medieval and Early Modern Studies, declare herewith that the present thesis is exclusively my
own work, based on my research and only such external information as properly credited in
notes and bibliography. | declare that no unidentified and illegitimate use was made of the work
of others, and no part of the thesis infringes on any person’s or institution’s copyright. I also
declare that no part of the thesis has been submitted in this form to any other institution of
higher education for an academic degree.

Vienna, 21st May 2024

Signature



CEU eTD Collection

Abstract

This MA thesis focuses on eleventh-century Hungarian-Lotharingian relations, prelate
and settler migration to the Kingdom of Hungary, and the Eger Valley, or vallis Agriensis, as
it was known in the Middle Ages. It describes the factors that led to the entanglement of highly
disparate geographical areas on an axis linking northwestern Europe (and Lotharingia) through
Hungary to the Holy Land. It argues that while migration along this route was set in motion by
several factors, including the Lotharingian region’s population excess and economic might, the
Lotharingian church and its network played a leading role. Lotharingian prelates had become
active throughout the European continent; their excellent education, received at Li¢ge cathedral
school, fostered group cohesion and making them resilient spearheads of this movement of
outward expansion. Comital violence in Lotharingia and ‘pagan’ revolts in Hungary brought
prelates, including Leodwin, future bishop of Eger, to Hungary in around 1046. Dating the
settlers’ arrival, however, remains contentious, with details of their possible eleventh-century
migration to be found in the fifteenth-century Chronicle of Jean of Stavelot. Onomastic
evidence demonstrates clearly that migration to the vallis Agriensis occurred before the Mongol
invasions of 1241. The Eger bishopric’s foundation by King Stephen I is reevaluated,
suggesting building work began later after the arrival of Leodwin and his settlers in the 1040s.
The thesis also explores the vallis Agriensis’s villages, administration, and ecclesiastical status,
the role the district played over the following centuries, demonstrating that it maintained its

separate status throughout the Middle Ages.
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Chapter 1: Purpose and Background

The longer-term purpose of this project is to complete a PhD dissertation and
monograph on the multifarious effects of the eleventh-century entangled histories of
Lotharingia, the medieval Hungarian Kingdom and the vallis Agriensis, and its consequences
up until the second siege of Eger in 1596. This MA thesis limits itself to providing the historical
contextualization essential to understanding the factors leading to a relationship between
disparate geographical entities, providing a general overview of its characteristics, and
compiling compelling textual evidence of Lotharingian and Hungarian provenance to
demonstrate the underlying processes.

The MA thesis shows Lotharingia’s significance; while fully incorporated into the Holy
Roman Empire? and relatively devoid of political autonomy, it was nevertheless a significant
player in these mutual interactions. The other geographical entities involved are the medieval
Hungarian kingdom, established with King Stephen I’s crowning in around the year 1000, and
the vallis Agriensis, a puzzling ecclesiastical district in the central part of the Kingdom (and
northeastern part of the modern nation-state) that centered on the city and bishopric of Eger;
an area where Walloons had settled in the Middle Ages who, according to the chronicles, had
originated from the Principality of Li¢ge. One of Eger’s first bishops, Leodwin, also came from

this part of the world.?

1.1 Research Questions

Current historical consensus accepts the eleventh-century arrival of Lotharingian

prelates to Hungary; this thesis will, however, not merely restate this view but embark on a

2 For the rest of this thesis, | shall refer to this entity simply as the ‘Empire’ and use the adjective’ Imperial.’
% Leodwin originated from Andenne, close to Namur, in the diocese of Li¢ge.

1
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meticulous reexamination of the textual evidence, offering fresh insights and considering
whether settlers could have arrived at the same time.

The timing of their appearance in Hungary has been subject to intense debate, with an
older generation of historians accepting the view, put forward by the Belgian historian and
diplomat, Emile de Borchgrave (1837-1919), that settlers arrived concurrently with the
prelates, during the mid-eleventh century. He based his opinion on his reading of the fifteenth-
century Chronicle of Jean of Stavelot, a key historical account that retrospectively narrates the
settlers’ settlement story. More recently, historians rejected de Borchgrave’s for lack of
compelling evidence to support his claims. It would, therefore, be reassuring to clarify whether
such an early dating is realistic, or not.* This thesis also examines other significant sources
from the same period such as the Chronicle of Adriaan Oudenbosch, and the Chronicle of
Cornelius Zantfliet. Could these texts provide us with new insights into the settlement
timeframe, and the fifteenth-century context in which they were written?

Another essential question is whether Lotharingian pragmatic literacy, a genre of a
practical, legal nature could provide further clues regarding the timeline? Is it possible to find
any textual evidence relating to the settlement process and how it was financed? Significant
migration to the Hungarian kingdom would presuppose the presence of such documents, as
Gyorgy Székely had indicated in his seminal article on Walloons in medieval Hungary.®

It is equally important to examine the Hungarian evidence; this thesis picks up the
threads of the linguist, Géza Barczi’s (1894-1975) and the historian, Gyorgy Székely’s (1924—
2016) work, reconsidering their conclusions.

Finally, the thesis also reconsiders the textual evidence relating to the vallis Agriensis,

with the main questions being defining its legal status and explaining why and when it ceased

4 Emile de Borchgrave, Essai historique sur les colonies belges qui s’établirent en Hongrie et en Transylvanie
pendant les onzieme, douziéme et treizieme siecles (Brussels: Hayez, 1871).

5 Gyorgy Székely, “Wallons et italiens en Europe centrale aux XI’-XVI" siécles,” Annales Sectio Historica, 1964,
3-71.
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to exist. The work of the former director of the Heves County Archives and local historian,
Béla Kovacs forms a crucial basis for discussion.

An interdisciplinary approach will be necessary to provide firmer answers to the
question of the timeline, painting a more nuanced picture of Walloon settlement in the former
Kingdom of Hungary and addressing the overall question of Lotharingian expansion. Such an
approach is a necessity due to the fragmentary nature of the available data. It holds the promise
of unveiling new insights, but the completion of this effort will remain the task for my future

PhD dissertation and monograph.

1.2 History and Historiography

1.2.1 Lotharingian Incorporation and the Rise of Empire

A suitable starting point for this investigation is the Lotharingian ruler, Duke
Gislebert’s (r. 7—939) defeat in the year 925 and the resulting incorporation of Lotharingia into
the East Frankish state, bringing the region back under German control. The resulting
expansion of Emperor Henry I’s (r. 919-936) kingdom into Lotharingia drew in a developed
territory with a substantial population surplus, enormous economic power, outstanding cultural
wealth, and a very influential church. Without this region, the East Frankish king had little
chance of becoming ‘Emperor of the Romans,” as Lotharingia was home to Aachen, the
Carolingian coronation city, and a series of bishoprics and archbishoprics with Roman
pedigrees, such as Cologne in the Rhineland, Trier, Li¢ge (the former bishopric of Tongeren-
Maastricht), Metz, Toul and Verdun (for maps see Appendices 6. & 7.).

This incorporation was hardly predetermined, however much it might seem so in
retrospect. It resulted from the momentary weakness of Rudolf, King of France (r.923-936)
and Henry I’s decisiveness. Otto the Great (r.962-973), in his turn, took advantage of the fact

that Aachen had fallen under the power of the Eastern Frankish kings, exploiting the
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Carolingian optics of the location, hoping that their legitimacy might wash off on him, a
double-bladed sword, however. How could Otto define himself as a patently non-Carolingian
ruler in a world where there were Carolingians who had much sounder claims to the Imperial
throne? Lotharingia was to remain a cause of disagreement between France and Germany for
a millennium.®

Seen from the longue durée, the former kingdom?’s status represented a litmus test of
the relative strength of the French and German state entities, with the area’s affiliation varying
through history. When both were weak, states would reestablish themselves in a region that
was neither French nor German in identity, including Burgundy or modern-day Belgium and
the Netherlands.

Liege was typical of Lotharingia as far as its complex identity was concerned. A cleric
from the mid eleventh century describing this ‘in-between’ nature says of the inhabitants, “Gaul
considers us its most distant inhabitants; Germany thinks we are its closest subjects. We are
neither of these, but both at the same time.”’

The writer of this thesis believes that Hungary also became entangled in the mid-
eleventh century with this specific part of the German Empire, with Lotharingia. This explains
the presence of Walloon prelates, merchants, and settlers, who would play a decisive role in

the young kingdom’s history. It also created a unique cultural footprint.

& For accounts on Lotharingia’a role, see: Simon MacLean, “Who Were the Lotharingians? Defining Political
Community after the End of the Carolingian Empire,” in Historiography and Identity 1V: Writing History Across
Medieval Eurasia, ed. Walter Pohl and Daniel Mahoney, CELEMA 30 (Turnhout: Brepols, 2021), 247—74; Simon
MacLean, “Shadow Kingdom: Lotharingia and the Frankish World, ¢.850-¢.1050: Shadow Kingdom: Lotharingia
and the Frankish World,” History Compass 11, no. 6 (June 2013): 443-57; Jens Schneider, Auf der Suche nach
dem verlorenen Reich: Lotharingien im 9. und 10. Jahrhundert (Vienna/Cologne/Weimar: Bohlau, 2010); for a
general account: Michel Parisse, “Lotharingia,” in The New Cambridge Medieval History, ed. Timothy Reuter,
Vol. 3 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008); Eduard Hlawitschka, Lotharingien und das Reich an der
Schwelle der deutschen Geschichte (Stuttgart: Anton Hiersemann, 1968).

" “Gallia nos imos et habet Germania primos, amborum neutrum, nos et utrumgque sumus,” Tjamke Snijders, Jay
Diehl, and Steven Vanderputten, “Introduction,” in Medieval Liége at the Crossroads of Europe: Monastic Society
and Culture, 1000-1300, Medieval Church Studies, Volume 37 (Turnhout: Brepols, 2017), xi.

4
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1.2.2 The Lotharingian Church

The lasting influence of former Carolingian ecclesiastical institutions, despite the
collapse of the Carolingian Empire, should not surprise us. The Lotharingian church, whose
secular and monastic centers were in a region that once formed the core territory of both the
Carolingian Empire, continued to function as a ‘pan-Carolingian institution,” active in former
West, East Francia and Lotharingia, but also extending its influence far beyond the confines of
the former Carolingian Empire.

Paradoxically, the incorporation of the former kingdom of Lotharingia into the Empire
reinvigorated this august institution, attracting the support of the Holy Roman Emperors and
European rulers in need of competent and able prelates and administrators. Their programs of
pragmatic ‘reform,” of a peculiarly Lotharingian nature, appealed to these temporal rulers,
promising them ecclesiastical supporters who were mindful of regal needs and prepared to
represent them at an international level, signing off deals with other rulers or even the Pope.
Not for Lotharingian monastic ‘reform’ leaders was the seclusion of some remote abbey; they
were international ‘politicians’ and ‘diplomats’ extraordinaire and went to great lengths to
justify their continent-wide mobility which conflicted with the Benedictine principle of
stabilitas loci.®

The Ottonian rulers of the Empire invested extensively in supporting the Lotharingian
church’s expanding institutions, helping to finance extravagant church-building programs in
Lotharingian centers such as Li¢ge. However, the provision of these riches came at a price,
with the church and its prelates becoming increasingly militarized and drawn into supporting
Imperial expansion, fundamentally contradictory to their patron saint, St. Lambert’s pacifist

refusal to draw his sword, preferring to suffer martyrdom instead.®

8 Steven Vanderputten, Imagining Religious Leadership in the Middle Ages: Richard of Saint-Vanne and the
Politics of Reform (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2015), 50-51.

% J.R. Webb, “Representations of the Warrior-Bishop in Eleventh Century Lotharingia,” Early Medieval Europe
24, no. 1 (2016): 103-30.
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Extensive mobility and participation in pilgrimages, and later crusades, intensified
contacts with the East, leading to a frequent to-and-fro of prelates passing on the land route
through Hungary on their way to the sites of the Holy Land. Hungary’s position on this axis,
joining northwestern Europe with the Holy Land must surely have defined its diplomatic and
economic role between East and West, enriching the young kingdom. This entanglement of
also led to the rapid spread of saintly cults along the axis, such as that of St. Nicholas, St. James,
and St Giles, all dedications are prominent in the Eger Valley, making both Lotharingia and
Hungary early adopters.*°

A suitable definition of the Lotharingian Church is indispensable: it was both a center
of spiritual power and an elitist ecclesiastical network. As one of the foremost experts on the
subject, Steven Vanderputten wrote: “So the Lotharingian abbey of Gorze in the mid-tenth
century functioned as a center of learning and spiritual education for both future monastic and
episcopal leaders, and its library contained books destined for use by bishops, rather than
abbots or their subjects. Highly trained personnel moved quite freely between both worlds, and
it seems justified to say that, if we may speak of reformist networks for this period, these were
between people, not institutions.”*

A discourse of ‘reform” defined the church, with views on what this entailed changing

over the last few decades. According to the older narrative, after traumatic - but inevitable —

‘reforms,” a prolonged period of stability followed, leading to laxness and decline following an

10 For information of the importance of the cult of St Nicholas in Lotharingia , see: Catherine Guyon, “Saint
Nicolas, un saint lotharingien au moyen age?” In Une piété lotharingienne. foi publique, foi intériorisée (XII-
XVIII siecles) (Paris: Classiques Garnier, 2022), 181-98; Catherine Guyon, Yves Krumenacker, and Bruno Maés,
eds., Une piété lotharingienne: foi publique, foi intériorisée (Xlle-XVIlle Siecles), Rencontres, série histoire
religieuse, 530. 4 (Paris: Classiques Garnier, 2022); for St. Giles see: Ernest Rembry, Saint Gilles sa vie, ses
reliques son culte en Belgique et dans le nord de La France, ed. Edward Gaillard (Bruges: Edward Gaillard,
1881); for the importance of St. James: Jacques Stiennon, “Le voyage des liégeois a Saint-Jacques de Compostelle
en 1056,” in Mélanges Félix Rousseau, études sur |’histoire du pays mosan au moyen dge (Brussels: Renaissance
du livre, 1958), 553-81.

11 Steven Vanderputten, Monastic Reform as Process - Realities and Representations in Medieval Flanders, 900—
1100 (Ithaca, N.Y: Cornell University Press, 2013), 608.
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inevitable community ‘life cycle.’*> Among others, Ernst Sackur'® and Kasius Hallinger'*
propagated these views. Recent research, however, demonstrates that the bishops and secular
leaders initiated reforms from above; this process, therefore, had little in common with
monastic emancipation from below.™

The Richardian reforms reinvigorated monastic institutions both spiritually and
materially. Richard of Saint-Vanne (970-1046) and St. Poppo of Stavelot (997-1048) were the
movement’s most influential and charismatic leaders. While Poppo of Stavelot was active in
the Empire, Richard of Saint-Vanne extended the ‘reforms’ to the abbeys of Lotharingia,
Champagne, Flanders, and Normandy.® It is striking, however, that Richardian ‘reforms’ left
only extremely limited marks on liturgy, suggesting that his strengths lay more in his personal

charisma and leadership skills, than in his lasting reforms.’

1.2.3 The Prince-Bishopric of Liege

Liege, a prominent bishopric from an early date, owed much of its fame to the
influential figure of St. Lambert of Maastricht (636-705). As a staunch defender of the
institution of marriage, his example resonated far beyond the borders of Liége, gaining a
considerable following north of the Alps. Lambert became symbolic of the city; his burial in
the cathedral, named after him, attracted droves of pilgrims to his shrine, while the cathedral’s

renowned school further enhanced Liége’s prestige as a leading center of education.

12 yVanderputten, Monastic Reform as Process, 599—600.

13 Ernst Sackur, Die Cluniacenser in ihrer kirchlichen und allgemeingeschichtlichen Wirksamkeit bis zur Mitte
des elften Jahrhunderts (Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft, 1965).

14 Kassius Hallinger, Gorze-Kluny. Studien zu den monastischen Lebensformen und Gegensdtzen im
Hochmittelalter, Vol. 1/2, Studia Anselmiana (Rome: Herder, 1950), 602—4.

15 Vanderputten, Monastic Reform as Process, 605.

16 vanderputten, Imagining Religious Leadership, 6-7; for more on Poppo of Stavelot, see Philippe George, “Un
réformateur lotharingien de choc. 1’abbé Poppon de Stavelot (978-1048),” Revue Mabillon revue internationale
d’histoire et de littérature religieuse 10 (1999): 89-111.

17 Jesse D. Billett, “Discerning ‘Reform’ in Monastic Liturgy (c. 750-1050),” in The Cambridge History of
Medieval Monasticism in the Latin West, ed. Alison I. Beach and Isabelle Cochelin (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2020), 427-28; Michel Margue, “Lotharingien als Reformraum (10. bis Anfang des 12.
Jahrhunderts) in Lotharingien als Reformraum (10. bis Anfang des 12. Jahrhunderts) Einige einleitende
Bemerkungen zum Gebrauch rdumlicher und religioser Kategorien (Berlin: De Gruyter Akademie Forschung,
2017), 12-38.



CEU eTD Collection

Establishing the Prince-Bishopric of Li¢ge under the leadership of Notger (r. 972—1008)
was a pivotal moment in the bishopric’s history. Notger, appointed by the German emperor
Otto 1 in 972, was granted the province of Huy by Otto 11 (r. 973-983) in 980, leading to the
creation of the uniquely powerful Prince-Bishopric of Lieége. This entity, a rare amalgamation
of ecclesiastical and secular power at such an early date, served as a formidable center of power
that could withstand frequent comital rebellions. The emperor had the privilege of selecting the
prince-bishops himself, non-hereditary leaders on whom he could depend. This distinctive
blend of Imperial support, episcopal secular and spiritual power, and the
intellectual/ideological contributions of the Benedictine ‘reformers’ made the Prince-Bishopric
and Lotharingia incredibly influential, far beyond the borders of the Empire.

Notger initiated a radical transformation of the city. He launched a massive building
program, earning him the title of ‘re-founder’ of Liége, and as an enthusiastic schoolmaster, he
developed the cathedral school. The Mosan city’s proximity to the coronation city of Aachen,
the Hofkapelle,'® and the archbishoprics of Lotharingia, Cologne and Trier further enhanced
its prestige.*®

The Ottonians invested the leading bishops of Lotharingia with extensive secular and
military powers, expecting them to defend their dioceses, if necessary, and even support the
emperor in expanding the Empire; Imperial grandiosity came at a price. The Benedictines were
similarly expected to support the Empire’s expansion, founding new communities in
inhospitable surroundings and, if necessary, taking on secular roles.

The case of Wolbodo, prince-bishop of Liege (r. 1018-1021), vividly illustrates the

intimate links that existed between the prince-bishops and leading Benedictine monks. In 1020,

18 On the role of the court chapel in training potential prelates, see Josef Fleckenstein, Die Hofkapelle der
deutschen Konige, 2nd ed., Schriften der Monumenta Germaniae Historica (Deutsches Institut fiir Erforschung
des Mittelalters) 16 (Stuttgart: Anton Hiersemann, 2005).

19 Jean-Louis Kupper, Liége et [’église impériale aux Xle-Xlle siécles (Liége: Presses universitaires de Liége,
1981).
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he ordered the replacement of the old abbot of Lobbes, one of the most prestigious abbey
schools in Lotharingia with the famed Benedictine ‘reformer,” Richard of Saint-Vanne.?® A
year later in 1021, Richard founded the Abbey of St. Lawrence in Liége, moving into the city
of the prince-bishops itself. An intimate relationship between monastic and episcopal power

was highly characteristic of the Lotharingian church.

1.2.4 Education and the Cathedral School of St. Lambert, Liege

Education played a pivotal role in the success of the Lotharingian church: the abbeys
of Gorze, St. Maximin in Trier, Stavelot, and Lobbes were all prestigious educational
institutions that contributed to the intellectual and spiritual development of the church. The
influence of Gorze Abbey, for instance, continued to grow in the twelfth century as a place for
the training of monks and a major center of academic excellence, thereby bolstering the
church’s influence and prestige.?!

Of particular importance for the expansion of the Lotharingian church, however, was
the cathedral school of St. Lambert of Liege. Notger invested resources in its development;
under his disciple and schoolmaster, Prince-Bishop Wazo (r. 1042-1048), the institution
reached its zenith and became an institution of European renown. Leodwin, future bishop of
Eger, who was described as frater noster in the necrology of St. Lambert’s cathedral, may well

have studied at the cathedral school.?

1.2.5 Lotharingia’s Unique ‘Contribution’ to the Empire
As the preceding paragraphs have illuminated, integrating Lotharingia into the Empire

was a pivotal event, yet its historical implications have been overlooked. Historians, instead,

W Arndt, “Gesta Abbatum Lobbiensium,” in MGH SS, Vol. 21, (Hanover: Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 1869),
310.

21 Vanderputten, Monastic Reform as Process, 612.

22 For the specific mention of Leodwin, see: Alain Marchandisse, L ‘obituaire de la cathédrale Saint-Lambert de
Liege (Xle-XVe siécles), Académie Royale de Belgique. Commission Royale d’Histoire. Publications Gr. in-8
(Brussels: Palais des Académies, 1991), 158.



CEU eTD Collection

have focused on identifying the region’s defining characteristics, neglecting its effects on the
Empire itself, and the cultural contribution it exerted across the entire continent.

The chief center of Imperial power moved decidedly westwards with the recovery of
the ancient Carolingian city, Aachen. The Empire gained a wealthy region with an extensive
skills base and the beginnings of a far-flung trade network. Its most glittering prize, however,
may well have been the intellectual and spiritual powerhouse of the region, the Lotharingian
church, its ‘reform movement’ and the justly famous cathedral school of Liege.

The Benedictines represented a means by which the Empire could project ‘soft power’
and achieve greater ideological homogeneity over large swathes of Europe. While focusing on
the nexus between emperor and church, one should not underestimate Benedictine agency, with
Richard of Saint-Vanne weaving an astonishing network across Europe. The Prince-Bishops
of Li¢ge, through the power of their cathedral school, also maintained close relationships with
ruling dynasties and prelates throughout Europe.

The integration of Lotharingia had another profound effect on the Empire, making it
significantly more multiethnic. The settlers and prelates came predominantly (but not
exclusively) from French-speaking Lotharingia, and this is one of the characteristic features of
their linguistic footprint, leaving a scattering of French anthroponyms and toponyms in

Hungary.?

2 The links between the French-speaking world of Lotharingia and Hungary are explained by: Hektor Ammann,
“Die franzdsische Siidostwanderung im Rahmen der mitteralterlichen franzosischen Wanderungen,”
Siidostforschungen, 1955, 407-28; Nicholas Paul Tayler, “Magyarorszag, Lotaringia és az Eger-volgyi vallonok
nemzetkozi dsszefliggései” [The International Interrelationships of Hungary, Lotharingia and the Walloons of the
Eger Valley] (MA, Eger, Eszterhazy Karoly Catholic University, 2022), 52—60.

10



CEU eTD Collection

Chapter 2: Lotharingian Sources

2.1 Early Hungarian-Lotharingian Relations

This chapter overviews the narrative and pragmatic sources essential to understanding
the migration of individuals and groups from Walloon-speaking Lotharingia to the Kingdom
of Hungary and the Eger Valley in the Middle Ages. The enormous destruction wrought by the
Mongol invasions explains the unfortunate lack of texts relevant to our purposes in Hungary,
and counterintuitively, it is Lotharingian chronicles that tell us much of what we know about
early events in the Hungarian kingdom. Nation-state-centered historiographies still hinder
efforts to understand processes that operated on a continent-wide scale, and both areas,
Lotharingia, the ‘land in between,” and Hungary, out-of-mind for most West European
historians, deserve greater scholarly attention, particularly as concerns their mutual
interactions.?*

When conceptualizing the migration of hospites or settlers in the eleventh century,
Istvan Petrovics’s opinion is extremely relevant; this might well merely have involved the
sporadic arrival of knights, clerics, and peasants (villeins), rather than large-scale organized

settlement and privileges.?® It appears this settlement process must have occurred in several

24 This chapter contextualizes these Lotharingian texts, providing a more nuanced account than was possible in
my earlier publications and international relations (IR) thesis, see Nicholas Paul Tayler, “Lotharingia and Liege’s
Impact on Arpad-Era Hungary and the Eger Valley,” in Zwischen Ostsee und Adria - Europa im Mittelalter und
in der frithen Neuzeit. Politische, wirtschaftliche, religiose und wissenschaftliche Beziehungen, ed. Attila Barany,
Roman Czaja, and Laszlo6 Posan (Debrecen: Debrecen University, 2023), 119-44; Nicholas Paul Tayler,
“Lotaringia és Liége hatasa az Arpad-kori Magyarorszagra, kiilonos tekintettel az Egri-volgyre [The Influence of
Lotharingia and Liége on Arpadian Hungary with Particular Reference to the Eger Valley,” Acta Debreceniensis
XXX, no. Series historica LXXIV. (Debrecen University, 2022): 6-19; Nicholas Paul Tayler, “Magyarorszag,
Lotaringia és az Eger-volgyi vallonok nemzetkdzi dsszefiiggései [ The International Interrelationships of Hungary,
Lotharingia and the Walloons of the Eger Valley],” (MA, Eger, Eszterhazy Karoly Catholic University, 2022).

5 Istvan Petrovics, “Foreign Ethnic Groups in the Towns of Southern Hungary.,” in Segregation-Integration-
Assimilation. Religious and Ethnic Groups in the Medieval Towns of Central and Eastern Europe., ed. Derek
Keene, Balazs Nagy, and Katalin Szende, Historical Urban Studies Series (Farnham: Ashgate, 2009), 67-88; for
information on later formalized privileges, see: Adrienne Koérmendy, Melioratio terrae: vergleichende
Untersuchungen iiber die Siedlungsbewegung im dstlichen Mitteleuropa im 13.-14. Jahrhundert, Prace Komisji
Historycznej, t. 48 (Poznan: Wydawn. Poznanskiego Tow. Przyjaciol Nauk, 1995).
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waves: pioneers in the eleventh century, followed by a more steady and organized flow in the
twelfth and a final replacement of lost population after the bloody Mongol invasions during the
reign of Béla IV in the thirteenth. This thesis focuses particularly on the initial eleventh-century
stages of settlement.

King Stephen I (r. 1000 or 1001 — 1038) concentrated on centralizing and stabilizing
his realm in the first twenty years of his reign, however, in 1018, the king participated in Basil
I1, ‘the Bulgar Slayer’s’ (r. 976-1025) campaign against Tzar Samuel of the Bulgars (r. 976—
1025).25 According to the eleventh-century Fundatio ecclesiae S. Albani Namucensis, Basil I
enlisted the faithful Christian King Stephen’s help in capturing the city of Cesaria.?’ While the
Byzantine forces were plundering the city, he, as a true Catholic, went into the church of St
George, removing relics that he was to revere for the rest of his life.?

This reorientation towards his kingdom’s external affairs and his defeat of the Bulgars
had crucial geopolitical consequences for the young Hungarian kingdom. The country
recovered its joint frontier with the Byzantine Empire, creating a safe land route for pilgrims,
linking northwestern Europe with Constantinople and Jerusalem, funneling the ‘great and the

good’ through the young Christian kingdom. Rodulphus Glaber (985-1047) expressed his

% For the latest general treatment on the pilgrimage route, see: Judit Csdko, “1147 - Freising Otté atutazik
Magyaroszagon [Otto of Freising Travels Across Hungary],” in Magyarorszag globalis torténete - A kezdetektol
1868-ig [The Global History of Hungary - From the Beginnings until 1868], ed. Ferenc Laczo, Andras Vadas, and
Balint Varga (Budapest: Corvina Kiado, 2023), 79-85. For scholarly presentations on the topic, see Laszlo
Veszprémy, “Zarandokok és zarandoklatok a kézépkori Magyarorszagon [Pilgrims and Pilgimages in Medieval
Hungary],” in Eurdpa és Magyarorszag Szent LaszIé Koraban [Europe and Hungary in the Age of St. Ladislas]
(Debrecen: MTA-DE Lendiilet “Magyarorszag a kdzépkori Europaban” kutatocsoport, 2017), 57-70; Gyorgy
Gyorffy, Istvan kirdaly és miive [King Stephen and His Work] (Budapest: Gondolat Kiadé, 1983), 288-308; Enikd
Csukavits, Hungary and the Hungarians. Western Europe’s View in the Middle Ages (Rome: Viella, 2018); Istvan
Szamota, Régi utazdsok Magyarorszagon és a Balkanfélszigeten. 1054-1717 [Old Journeys in Hungary and on
the Balkan Peninsula 1054-1717]. (Budapest: Franklin-Tarsulat, 1891).

27 According to Gyorffy, this was Tsar Samuel’s stronghold of Ohrid. Gyérfty, Istvén kirdly és miive, 288.

28 «Stephanus rex pannoniorum, ex pagano Christicola factus, verae fidei imitator erat Deoque devotus. Orta vero
bellorum tempestate quae a barbaris infertur imperatori Constantinopolitanae urbis, rex Constantinopolis eundem
Stephanum ad bellandam barbariem sibi adscivit, cuius amminiculo Cesariem sibi infestam vi debellavit. Cumque
constantinopolitani predas raperent et urbis divitiis denudarent, vir vere catholicus Stephanus a rapina deflexit
mentem. Qui ingressus templum sancti Georgii, reliquias, quas invenerat, asportavit, coluit et cum reverentia ,
utpote christianus, in vita sua servavit.” O Holder-Egger, ed., “Fundatio ecclesiae S. Albani Namucensis,” in MGH
SS, Vol. 15/2, (Hanover: Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 1988), 964; See also Gyorffy, Istvan Kiraly és miive, 288.
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gratitude to the king in his Historiarum Libri Quinque for providing safe passage to the
pilgrims.?°

One of the first pilgrims to pass along the route was the renowned Lotharingian
reformer, Richard of St Vanne (970-1046). He was abbot of multiple monasteries, mainly
located in Flanders and Lotharingia, and maintained relationships with the German emperor
Henry Il (r. 1014-1024), the French king, Robert I, the Pious (r. 972-1021), Richard Il, Duke
of Normandy (r. 996-1026), and Baldwin IV, Count of Flanders (r. 988-1035). Richard of St
Vanne even tried to broker a peace treaty between the German emperor and the King of France
in 1023.3° His close relationship with the Prince-Bishopric of Liége is particularly relevant to
this investigation, potentially explaining early relations between the Prince-Bishops of Li¢ge
and the kings of Hungary.

According to the Benedictine monk Ademar of Chabannes (988-1034) in Ademari
Cabannensis Chronicon, Richard met King Stephen on a pilgrimage in 1026-27.3% He
accompanied William Taillefer of Angouleme (952-1028) through Bavaria and Hungary to the
Holy Land, along with Richard, abbot of St. Cybard and Amalfredus, Richard of Cybard’s
intended successor. Further fellow-travelers included Azenarius of Massay, and Gervinus of
St. Riquier. Richard, abbot of St. Cybard travelled through Hungary once again in 1033.%?

Another source, the late eleventh-century Chronicon Hugonis - Monachi Virdunensis
et Divionensis abbatis Flaviniacensis mentions that Richard of Saint-Vanne passed through

Hungary with 700 pilgrims, mainly from Normandy, a pilgrimage financed by Richard Il, Duke

2 John France and Neithard Bulst, eds., Rodulfi Glabri Historiarum Libri Quinque, The Five Books of the
Histories, Rodulfus Glaber (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1989), Book I11, chapter I, 96-97.

30 For an excellent overview of Richard of St-Vannes’s life, see: Vanderputten, Imagining Religious Leadership;
also: Hubert Dauphin, Le Bienheureux Richard, Abbé de Saint-Vanne de Verdun 1 1046 (Leuven: Bibliotheque
de la Revue d’histoire ecclésiastique, 1946), 24.

31 Adémar De Chabannes, “Ademari Cabannensis chronicon,” in Corpus Christianorum, ed. P. Bourgain, Richard
Landes, and Georges Pon, 129 (Turnhout: Brepols, 1999), 184.

32 See also: Veszprémy, “Zarandokok és zarandoklatok,” 62.
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of Normandy (r. 996-1026).3® According to the Vita B. Ricardi abbatis, Richard of Saint-
Vanne passed through Hungary once again in 1035.3* These meetings between Richard and
King Stephen | may have also facilitated relations with the Prince-Bishops of Licge.

Despite all the evidence demonstrating the importance of the pilgrimage land route
running through Hungary, it is strange that it barely features in Hungarian historiography. It is
gratifying, therefore, to see that Laszl6 Veszprémy, and a few other historians have begun to
restress the importance of these events. Veszprémy’s list of pilgrims, beyond those mentioned
in this thesis are compelling.®®

The year 1046 was a significant turning point in the life of Lotharingia and Hungary.
In Hungary, the ‘pagan’ rebellions broke out. According to the historian Péter Toth, the
insurgents murdered approximately 70% of the country’s churchmen, including Gerard of
Csanad, later canonized as St. Gerard (r. 1030-1046) and their replacement was an urgent
necessity. The country’s new king, Andrew | (r. 1046-1060), chose numerous Walloon-
speaking Lotharingian prelates to replace their predecessors, including Nicholas, Bishop of
Gyor (r. before 1051-10557?), George, Archbishop of Kalocsa (r. 1050?), perhaps Franco,
Bishop of Veszprém (r. 1071-1081), Leodwin, Bishop of Bihar/Eger (r. 1050?) and Willermus,

Abbot of Szekszard (r. 1074 ?).3

33 Georg Pertz, ed., “Chronicon Hugonis - Monachi Virdunensis et divionensis abbatis Flaviniacensis,” in MGH
SS, vol. 8, (Hanover: Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 1858), 393.

34 Jean Mabillon, ed., “Vita B. Richardi Abbatis,” Acta Sanctorum Ordinis Sancti Benedicti 6 (Paris: Billaine,
1701), 528.

% Laszlo Veszprémy, “Zarandokok Es zarandoklatok a kozépkori Magyarorszagon [Pilgrims and Pilgimages in
Medieval Hungary].” In Eurépa és Magyarorszdag Szent LaszIlé Kordban [Europe and Hungary in the Age of St.
Ladislas] (Debrecen: MTA-DE Lendiilet “Magyarorszag a kozépkori Eur6paban” kutatocsoport, 2017), 57—-70.
3 For more information on Walloon prelates: Péter Toth, “Vallon f8papok a magyar egyhaz Gjjaszervezésében a
poganylazadas utan. [Walloon Prelates in the Reorganization of the Hungarian Church after the Pagan Revolt],”
ed. Géza Erszegi, Tanulmdnyok a 950 éves tihanyi alapitolevél tiszteletére, 2007, 31-36; Gergely Kiss, “11-13.
szazadi fopapok francia kapcsolatai [The French Relations of 11th - 13th Century Prelates],” Francia—magyar
kapcsolatok a kézépkorban [Franco-Hungarian Relations in the Middle Ages], 2013, 341-50; Adrien Quéret-
Podesta, “Les plus anciens contacts entre les souverains hongrois et les établissements monastiques frangais.” In
“M’en Anei Ongria” Relations franco-hongroises au moyen dge, Vol. Il (Debrecen University, 2017), 73-80.
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Comital rebellions in Lotharingia reinforced this process; Godfrey 111, ‘the Bearded’ of
Lower Lotharingia, Dirk IV of Frisia, and Baldwin V attacked the city of Verdun in 1047 and
accidentally burned down the cathedral. According to the twelfth century Gesta episcoporum
Virdunensium et abbatum Sancti Vitoni, twenty-four canons fled the city for Hungary due to a
resulting famine.®’ This disaster in Lotharingia gave the Hungarian king a suitable pool of well-
trained candidates for his new bishoprics. It was also during Andrew I’s reign that pilgrimages
resumed using the land route through Hungary.®

In the context of comital violence in Lotharingia and the post-rebellion scenario in
Hungary, Leodwin, Bishop of Bihar/Eger, and his compatriots appeared in the Hungarian
Kingdom. As concerns Leodwin, we have two sources to rely on: the first, the previously
mentioned Fundatio ecclesiae S. Albani Namucensis and the Necrology of the Cathedral of St
Lambert in Liége. In the first text, he appeared as Bishop of Bihar,*® and in the second as
Bishop of Eger.*°

According to the Fundatio ecclesiae S. Albani Namucensis, Leodwin returned home to
Andenne or Liege around 1050 to participate in the foundation of St Aubain collegiate church
in Namur, celebrating mass within the partially rebuilt and extended walls of the old church,
donating precious relics of St George and St Nicholas, ‘Bishop of Smyrna’ to the foundation.*

Leodwin was described as being of Lotharingian blood, genere Lothariensis, and his warm

87 «“Tantum ipsa civitas, tantum ipsa ecclesia tunc rerum pertulit dispend