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Abstract  

From samizdat, to the underground press of the 1960s and 70s, and the ‘zine culture of the 

1990s, alternative press has played key roles in the diffusion of information, organisation of 

resistance, and the formation of community among its readers. Whether born under occupation, 

censorship, or out of erasure from the mainstream media, alternative press has facilitated the 

development of a democratic public sphere in which factors like social class, gender, or sexual 

orientation became criteria for community rather than exclusion. Though some academic 

attention has been paid to the alternative press of the 1970s homosexual movements, the 

magazines, newsletters, and ‘zines of the late 1980s and 1990s cannot claim the same. This 

thesis utilises Critical Discourse Analysis to discuss the Italian magazine ‘QUIR: il mensile 

fiorentino di cultura e vita gay e lesbica e non solo…’ (1993-1997) and how it utilised the 

concepts of imagined and emotional communities, subaltern counterpublics, and self-

determination to create a homogeneous queer community amongst its readership. The thesis 

finds that the magazine was at the vanguard of the drive for a more intersectional Italian queer 

movement, both through its use of the term ‘queer’ as an identity term, and the international 

influences of its creators, yet, despite its early stage success, struggled to endure due to the lack 

of a clear ‘enemy’ against which to unite its community.  
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A note on style 

While the terms ‘queer’ or ‘LGBT’ are frequently used in this work due to having become the 

‘preferred’ terms in academic contexts to refer non-heterosexual, non-cisgender communities, 

this thesis also employs a variety of period-specific terminology. For example, when discussing 

male homosexual behaviour in early Renaissance Florence, the terms ‘sodomy’ or ‘sodomites’ 

are used. Similarly, the homosexual movements of the 1970s are referred to precisely thus: the 

homosexual movements, or, on occasion, the gay or homophile movements. When analysing 

the QUIR magazine, the term ‘queer’ is frequently utilised to refer to the magazine, the local 

community, and the movement itself, as that was the preference expressed therein. This variety 

was maintained to minimise the risk of revisionism or presentism, as to apply the terms ‘LGBT’ 

or ‘queer’ to the homosexual movements of the 1970s would be an anachronism and a 

misrepresentation of the attitudes at the time, just as calling the Florentine movement of the 

1990s ‘homosexual’ would deny the diversity of the community involved in it.  

For non-English sources, all the English translations included in the body of the thesis are the 

writer’s own unless otherwise indicated.      
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Introduction 

Thesis statement  

This work was born out of my long-held interest in underground print culture of the twentieth 

century and the formation of queer movements in countries with a deep-routed religious 

tradition. Hailing from a country with a strong presence of the Catholic Church and one which 

developed a sophisticated culture of underground press under occupation, I wanted to explore 

how similar social movement press might form in a country that had not been occupied 

following the end of the Second World War, but where religion still held an important role in 

public behaviour, morality, and policy-making.  

As a result of this interest and my familiarity with the country and the language, I chose to 

focus on Italy. Additionally, rather than looking at the development of all Italian alternative 

press over the second half of the twentieth century, I decided to focus on the press of the 

movement that is historically the most opposed by a religious state: that of the homosexual 

community. Thus, this thesis explores the formation of the homosexual/queer/LGBT 

community in Italy through a close study of the role that the alternative press produced by the 

homosexual movement over the second half of the twentieth century played in the 

consolidation of that community.  

I chose depth over breadth for this study, and thus concentrated on one specific magazine: 

QUIR: il mensile Fiorentino di cultura e vita lesbica e gay, e non solo. The magazine – 

henceforth referred to as QUIR – was produced in Florence, Italy, between 1993 to 1997. The 

focus on this period and this magazine is due to the dearth of materials on the Italian gay press 

of the 1990s that was revealed over the course of the initial research, as well as the 

characteristics of the magazine itself, both in its style and its origins.  

This work will explore the function of the magazine as ‘product’ and ‘producer’ of public 

history. As this thesis will argue, the QUIR magazine was a product of public history due to its 
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connections to the gay movement of the 1970s and the alternative press it produced, and a 

producer due to being exported beyond Italy’s borders, which positioned it as a primary source 

on the characters of the Florentine queer community of the time. The relevance of this study 

for the field of public history, queer studies, and the history of sexuality is thus clear in its goal 

to bring to light an element of Italian gay history that has been underrepresented due to 

“fragmentary evidence in archival, library, and museum collections due to censorship, 

selfcensorship, and outright instances of erasure and suppression”1 and aim to foster dialogue 

about a period of the community’s history – and the products of that history – which have not 

been as extensively studied as some other eras. 

My focus on print media is not intended as a dismissal of the role of free radio or in-person 

interactions in public and private spaces in the community-building project. Rather, I chose to 

concentrate on print media due to its long-acknowledged role as the primary site of movement-

building”2, the necessary considerations given to ease of access to the material, and the 

constraints of both time and format imposed by the nature of a Master thesis.  

 

Structure of the thesis 

In terms of structure, in the Introduction, I present the methodology of the research and discuss 

the specificity of the primary materials under study in this work, such as its bilingual format 

and its Florentine origins. In the first chapter, I provide a thorough literature and theoretical 

overview, exploring the academic concepts which prove useful in the analysis of social 

movement press and its role as a tool of community-building. In the second chapter, I  present 

 
1 Melinda Marie Jetté, “Public History and Sexuality,” in The Cambridge World History of Sexualities Volume I, 

(Cambridge University Press, 2024), 514.  
2 Benjamin Serby, “”Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals”: The Underground Press, the New 

Left, and the Gay Liberation Counterpublic in the United States, 1965–1976,” Journal of the History of 

Sexuality 32, no.1 (2023): 3, https://muse.jhu.edu/article/878042. 
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the historical, political, and socio-cultural context in Italy over the twentieth century to properly 

ground the analysis and explain all the elements which contributed to the creation, reception, 

and legacy of the QUIR magazine. In the third chapter, I address the QUIR magazine and its 

community-building practices, commenting on the magazine’s use of emotions to create 

community as per the model based on the 1970s movement offered in Dario Pasquini’s “Con 

Rabbia Felice”, the use of slurs to help the Italian community reclaim power over the language 

used against them, and the overall function of the magazine as a forum for members of the 

queer community to meet and interact with other queer individuals in Florence and Italy at 

large.  

Finally, in the Conclusion, I discuss the successes and failures of the magazine’s community-

building project, its function as both product and producer of public history, and the potential 

reasons behind the difficulties in constructing a community around or within the homosexual 

movement in Italy at the time. I also offer suggestions on how the study could be expanded in 

the future to provide a more thorough overview of the Florentine queer community of the 

1990s.  

 

Primary materials 

The primary source that I analyse in this thesis is the magazine ‘QUIR: il mensile fiorentino di 

cultura e vita lesbica e gay, e non solo’ which ran for 28 issues, from April 1993 until the 

summer of 1997.  

The QUIR magazine was selected as the primary source for this thesis for three reasons:  

firstly, the magazine was first created and distributed in Florence, Italy. Though I do not claim 

that the same characteristics attributed to city of Florence in the early-Renaissance period were 

true half a millennium later, the overlap between the history of the city and the history of 
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homosexuality in Italy still ought to be acknowledged. Additionally, Florence has long been 

known as an international city, boasting high numbers of foreign visitors. This addition of the 

international perspective, both from the foreigners living in Florence as well as the Italians 

who, thanks to increasing social mobility, were able to travel abroad and see what homosexual 

movements looked like in places like London, Berlin, or San Francisco3, led to building of 

national and international queer networks and an overall more tolerant attitude within the city.  

Secondly, the material on queer history in Italy, both academic and grassroot, is already more 

scarce than in many other European countries. Of the material that is available, majority of the 

sources from the twentieth century tends to cover the initial years post-1968, largely focusing 

on the rise, fall, and legacy of the F.U.O.R.I. organisation and their homonymous magazine. 

Few queer historians or activists delve into the period between the end of F.U.O.R.I. and the 

advent of social media, causing the magazines or events of that time to be largely overlooked 

in the discussions of the history of the Italian gay movement.  

While conducting my research for this thesis, I was able to find ample literature on four distinct 

periods of Italian LGBT history: the Renaissance, particularly in Florence4; the Fascist period 

and its aftermath; the 1970s and the rise of the first ‘homosexual movement’; and the 2000s 

onwards, with significant research dedicated to the role of social media in gay activism. There 

is also some literature on the arrival, development, and legacy of the AIDS pandemic in Italy, 

but majority of the research is either from the medical, scientific community, or from the field 

of media studies, resulting in the research being done with the ‘public health’ perspective in 

mind rather than that of rights and community-building. This work could therefore contribute 

 
3 Peter M. Nardi, “The Globalization of the Gay & Lesbian Socio-Political Movement: Some Observations 

about Europe with a Focus on Italy,” Sociological Perspectives 41, no. 3 (1998): 580.  
4  Forbidden Friendships : Homosexuality and Male Culture in Renaissance Florence (Studies in the History of 

Sexuality) by Michael Rocke offers a particularly thorough overview of the importance of the time period and 

the city itself in regards to the history of homosexuality.  
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towards partially filling the research gap on the homosexual movement in the 1990s, especially 

considering the importance of Florence in the history of homosexuality in Italy.  

Finally, the magazine’s title caught my attention when I was researching gay publications in 

Italy, particularly once I learned that it had been running in the early 1990s. The term “queer”, 

even domesticated as it has been for the title, was not a term I had expected to see outside of 

anglophone activist groups or academia. Upon finding out that the magazine was also bilingual 

– the importance of which will be developed in the Findings – I was inspired to explore the 

apparent transnationalism of goals and ideologies that had emerged out of the anglophone gay 

movements of the time (such as the reclamation of the term “queer”).   

Another important element to consider that pertains to the choice of primary sources is that the 

magazine has not been digitised, and there is no single archive that has the full collection. 

Nevertheless, with help from members of the Azione Gay e Lesbica in Florence and the 

materials in the archive of the Cassero Centro di Documentazione in Bologna, I was able to 

locate and read all the editions of the magazine.  However, as this is a Master’s thesis and has 

certain limitations in terms of style, scope, and wordcount, I have decided to focus my analysis 

on the first year of the magazine’s publication, from April 1993 (№ 0) to May 1994 (№ 11). 

The reason for the choice is twofold:  

1) the first year of the magazine’s publication was the period in which the writers were 

the most successful at keeping to the nature of a ‘mensile’ – a magazine where an issue 

is published once per month, every month. Barring one exception of one issue covering 

two months, a magazine was issued monthly April 1993 and May 1994. In the 

magazine’s later years, however, there were some cases of bimonthly, or even quarterly 

issues, such as in 1996, where only four issues were published over the course of the 

calendar year. 
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2) As one of the foci of this thesis is the community-building potential of minority press, 

the regularity of the magazine’s releases helps illustrate how the queer community in 

Florence was reacting to, and interacting with the magazine.  

Nevertheless, the scope of the thesis means that I will not be able to comment on any potential 

changes in approach or evolutions of the magazine’s stance that may have occurred; as such, 

should an opportunity to analyse the collection in its entirety ever arise, I believe it would be 

of great interest- and value- to the elaboration of queer identity in 1990s Florence.  

 
Methodology 

The late 1990s saw the rise of Queer Studies and, subsequently, queer methodologies. Jane 

Ward, in her contribution to Imagining Queer Methods, asserts that queer methodology is a 

“praxis aimed at undoing prevailing assumptions about epistemic authority, legitimate 

knowledge, and the very meaning of research”5. Browne and Nash offer a thorough overview 

of the assorted queer methodologies that have been elaborated over the years, largely emerging 

out of poststructuralist and postmodernist approaches, and the distinctions that a queer 

methodology can bring to queer-related research. In their Introduction, they specifically 

address the importance of undertaking sustained consideration of how queer approaches might 

sit with methodological choices and remembering to apply “queer re-theorising, re-considering 

and re-conceptualising”6 to the methodologies of the research. Due to their anti-normative 

stance, these queer methodologies and theories often find themselves “at loggerheads with the 

strict procedures and structured techniques required by well-established research methods”7, 

 
5 Jane Ward, “Dyke methods: A meditation on queer studies and the gay men who hate it,” in Imagining Queer 

Methods, ed. Amin Ghaziani and Matt Brim (New Your University Press, 2019), 262.  
6 Catherine J. Nash, Queer Methods and Methodologies: Intersecting Queer Theories and Social Science 

Research, ed. Kath Browne. (Routledge, 2010), 1. 
7 Tommaso M. Milani., Rodrigo Borba, “Queer(ing) Methodologies,” in The SAGE Handbook of Qualitative 

Research Design, ed. Uwe Flick (SAGE Publications, 2022), 196.  
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resulting in what Ward terms a ‘productive oxymoron’8. Milani and Borba propose sexual 

identity categories as an example for the researcher to apply ‘queer re-theorising’. This is due 

to their “two-faced” nature, where, as summarised by Butler, they serve as both the 

“normalizing categories of oppressive structures” and “the rallying points for a liberatory 

contestation of that very oppression”9. Another important element that emerges out of the 

complexities of queer methodologies is the positionality of the researcher; while Haraway’s 

‘situated knowledge’10 denounces the concept of objectivity, the recognition of the impact of 

the researcher’s roots on the partiality of their perspective11 is nonetheless an important one.  

Additionally, the intersectional nature of the topic of this work demands a certain flexibility in 

approaches; to give the concept of a ‘queer methodology’ its due consideration, this  work 

recognises the distinction between methods and methodology made by Bogdan and Biklen. 

That is to say, methodology refers to the “general logic and theoretical perspective” of the 

research project, while methods refers to the specific techniques one uses, such as surveys or 

interviews12.  

Per the outlined distinction, the methodological approach of this study is a qualitative one, 

utilising the methods of discourse analysis. In Chapter 2 of What is Discourse Analysis?, 

Stephanie Taylor offers a comprehensive overview of the many definitions of ‘discourse’ that 

can be found across the various fields which employ some form of discourse analysis, from 

Hall’s summary of the Foucauldian concept of discourse, to Fairclough’s elaboration of 

 
8 Ward, “Dyke methods,” 262. 
9 Judith Butler, “Imitation and Gender Insubordination,” in The Lesbian and Gay Studies Reader,  ed. Henry 

Abelove, Michele Aina Barale, David M. Halerpin, (Routledge, 1991), 308 
10 Donna Haraway, “Situated Knowledges: The Science Question in Feminism and the Privilege of Partial 

Perspective,” Feminist Studies 14, no. 3 (1988): 581, https://www.jstor.org/stable/3178066.  
11 Elisa Virgili, “Performatività del linguaggio e risignificazione dei termini nella costruzione delle identità di 

genere” (PhD diss., Università degli Studi dell'Insubria, 2015), 40. 
12 Robert, C, Bogdan., and Sari Knopp Biklen, Qualitative Research for Education: An Introduction to Theory 

and Methods (Allyn and Bacon, 1998), 31. 
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discourse as ‘language as a form of social practice’13. For the purposes of this work, the 

definition offered by James Gee is the most compelling:  

Each Discourse in a society is ‘owned’ and ‘operated’ by a socio-culturally defined group of 

people. These people are accepted as ‘members’ of the Discourse and play various ‘roles’, give 

various ‘performances’, within it. Each Discourse involves ways of talking, acting, interacting, 

valuing, and believing, as well as the spaces and materials ‘props’ the group uses to carry out 

its social practices. Discourses integrate words, acts, values, beliefs, attitudes, social 

identities, as well as gestures, glances, body positions, and clothes14.  

This definition was chosen as the most relevant for the study due to Gee’s assertion that 

discourses are a way of displaying membership in a particular social group, as well as the claim 

that discourse rewards and sanctions “characteristic ways of acting, talking, believing, valuing, 

and interacting, and in doing so it incorporates a normative or ideal set of mental associations 

and folk theories, toward which its members more or less converge”15. The concept of specific 

discourse and discursive practices becoming recognisable enough to be considered a way of 

identifying members of specific cultural or counter-cultural groups is particularly compelling 

in the context of minority press and the creation of community through such discourses. 

Additionally, as will be elaborated in the Findings in Chapter 4, the QUIR magazine published 

letters sent by its readers, showing cases where readers questioned or contested the specific 

discursive practices encouraged by the editorial board. These contestations were then either 

‘sanctioned’ by the editors’ responses published in the subsequent issues, or negotiated. This 

interaction between the producers of the discursive practices (the writers) and the practitioners 

(the readers) evidences Gee’s claim that discourses can both, be used to establish a sense of 

‘membership’, as well as reward and sanction member behaviour.  

There has recently been acknowledgement that “the techniques of discourse analysis can 

legitimately be applied to written language and that written texts constitute ‘communicative 

 
13 Stephanie Taylor, What is Discourse Analysis? (Bloomsbury, 2013), 16. 
14 James Gee, The Social Mind: Language, Ideology and Social Practice (Bergin and Garvey, 1992), 107. 
15 Ibid. 
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acts in their own right’”16. Thus, given that the basis of this work is contextualised textual 

analysis of the discursive practices employed by the QUIR magazine, the method selected for 

this study is that of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), with elements of Norman Fairclough’s 

three-dimensional framework of Critical Discourse Analysis and the Discourse-Historical 

Approach (DHA) elaborated by Reisigl and Wodak17.  

Per Fairclough’s framework, each discursive element has three dimensions: it is a spoken or 

written language text, it is an instance of discourse practice involving the production and 

interpretation of text, and it is a piece of social practice18. In addition to the elements of text, 

interaction, and social context, Fairclough recognises three stages of CDA – the three 

‘dimensions’ – as “description of text, interpretation of the relationship between text and 

interaction, and explanation of the relationship between interaction and social context”19. 

Fairclough elaborates that the values embedded in the discourse “only become real, socially 

operative, as parts of institutional and societal processes of struggle”20. Thus, although CDA 

typically has “political goals” such as changes in policy, and largely focuses on revealing 

“systems exploited for the oppression of people within specific social structures”21, it was 

deemed appropriate for the purposes of this study as the magazine here analysed was created 

due to the exclusion of homosexuals – and thus their ‘oppression’ – from the mainstream 

discourses. Additionally, per Reisigl and Wodak, the Discourse-Historical Approach should 

“make the object under investigation and the analyst’s own position transparent and should 

 
16 Laurel Brinton, “Historical Discourse Analysis,” in The Handbook of Discourse Analysis, ed. Deborah 

Tannen, Heidi E. Hamilton, and Deborah Schiffrin (John Wiley & Sons, 2015), 224. 
17 Martin Reisigl., and Ruth Wodak, “The Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA),” in: The International 

Encyclopedia of Language and Social Interaction, ed. by Karen Tracy, Cornelie Ilie, and Todd Sandel. (John 

Wiley & Sons, 2015), 88. 
18 Norman Fairclough, Critical Discourse Analysis: The Critical Study of Language, (Routledge, 2010), 94. 
19 Normal Fairclough, “Language and Power,” in Language in Social Life Sciences, ed. Christopher N. Candlin 

(Longman Group, 1989), 109. 
20 Fairclough, “Language and Power,” 140. 
21 Roman Kuhar, Media Representations of Homosexuality: An analysis of the Print Media in Slovenia, 1970-

2000, ed. Brankica Petković (Peace Institute, 2003), 17. 
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justify theoretically why certain interpretations and readings of discursive events seem more 

valid than others”22, thereby assuaging the concern of researcher positionality raised in the first 

paragraph.  

In terms of the methods, Roman Kuhar’s application of CDA will be used as a model. Kuhar, 

in his work Media Representations of Homosexuality: An analysis of the Print Media in 

Slovenia, 1970-2000, acknowledges that certain perceptions of homosexuality, such as that of 

it being ‘unnatural’ or ‘indecent’ are discursive constructs, created out of the mainstream’s 

exclusion of other discourses which offer other kinds of knowledge and understandings of 

homosexuality23. He then asserts that the aforementioned exclusion of other discourses was 

what led gay and lesbian theorists to invest a great deal of effort into “overturning the presumed 

naturalness of the dominant (heteronormative) discursive structures” and revitalizing the 

“excluded discursive positions which should be made accessible and should enjoy a certain 

credibility”24. Given the similarity in focus of Kuhar’s study to this one, Kuhar’s application 

of the three-dimensional framework shows that CDA is a valid method to use to analyse how 

the discursive practices of the QUIR magazine were used to build a community among the 

magazine’s readers, as well as how they reflect the magazine’s function as both a product and 

producer of public history.  

 

 

  

 
22 Reisigl and Wodak, “The Discourse-Historical Approach (DHA),” 88. 
23 Kuhar, Media Representations of Homosexuality, 14. 
24 Kuhar, Media Representations of Homosexuality, 14. 
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Chapter 1: Literature review 

1.1 Social movement press 

National newspapers, journals, magazines, and broadsheets are tools of the public sphere and 

recognisable elements of the mainstream media landscape. While mainstream media can be 

frequently attributed to a particular side of the political spectrum, it also deals with news and 

events which are considered important for every citizen of a given nation or region. However, 

given that mainstream media is also frequently mass media, it is both product and producer of 

the beliefs, attitudes, and goals held by the masses. As a result, groups which do not belong to 

the mainstream society may be misrepresented, excluded, or outright targeted by mass media, 

leading to the creation of minority media.  

Minority press, also referred to as ‘social movement press’, ‘alternative press’, or ‘underground 

press’, refers to print media of those excluded from the mainstream society. Bob Osterag, writer 

of People’s Movements, People’s Press which delves into the history of the print media that 

arose out of radical or alternative movements, acknowledges that social movement press’ most 

important role has been in “the creation of a community and culture”. He also adds that 

“overcoming isolation” is the first step of social movements, and names movement journals as 

the key to transforming an individual from “passive isolation to engaged citizen”25. This 

assertion is echoed by Benjamin Serby, whose use of the term ‘underground press’ 

encompasses “publications that positioned themselves as an alternative to commercial and 

professionalized print media”26. Per Serby’s definition, QUIR: il mensile fiorentino di cultura 

e vita lesbica e gay, e non solo is, indeed, an example of underground press, the reasons for 

which will be elaborated in the Findings Chapter. Due to its function as a means of 

communication, underground press also served to “anchor gay and lesbian epistolary 

 
25 Bob Ostertag, People's Movements, People's Press: The Journalism of Social Justice Movements (Beacon 

Press, 2006), 19-20. 
26 Serby, “’Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals’,” 6. 
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networks”27, a function that granted it particular importance in the development of community 

within the minority groups.  

 

1.2 Imagined communities 

It would be shortsighted to discuss the community-building potential of social movement press 

without acknowledging Benedict Anderson’s concept of an ‘imagined community’. Per 

Anderson’s approach, even a nation is “an imagined political community”, and it is imagined 

because “the members of even the smallest nation will never know most of their fellow-

members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their 

communion”28. Nevertheless, Anderson claims that a sense of community is created through 

the shared experiences of reading printed media; where individuals who would otherwise never 

have met their fellow-members share in the “collective acts of simultaneous reading”29 and 

although the routine is performed “in silent privacy”, each communicant is aware that the 

ceremony they perform is being “replicated simultaneously by thousands (or millions) of others 

of whose existence he is confident, yet of whose identity he has not the slightest notion”30.  

Since the publication of Anderson’s book back in 1983, many have taken the concept of 

‘imagined communities’ and extended it to other fields. One such field was that of social 

movement press, where the non-mainstream press serves as the vehicle in the creation of 

community identity through uniting otherwise disparate individuals not just in the mere act of 

reading but also in the act of reading about communities and events they would not have 

otherwise encountered in the mainstream press. Serby expands on the connection between 

 
27 Ibid. 
28 Benedict Anderson. Imagined Communities. Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism, (Verso, 

2006), 5-6. 
29 David, T, Humphries. “Sherwood Anderson’s Imagined Communities,” in Different Dispatches. Journalism 

in American Modernist Prose, ed. William, E. Cain (Routledge, 2006), 50. 
30 Anderson. Imagined Communities, 35. 
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social movement press and imagined communities, claiming that the gay underground 

publications of the 1960s and 70s in America “intended to unite and politicize an ‘imagined 

community’ of gays and lesbians”31. He stresses that these publications distinguished 

themselves from commercial press by prioritizing “accessibility, transparency, and 

participation” thereby blurring the boundaries between readers and writers. This blurring of the 

lines facilitated a “democratic public sphere in which even those with the least social power, 

including the incarcerated, could stake a claim to be recognised as equals”. As a result, gay 

underground press was able to create a sense of community amongst its readership that was not 

reliant on gender or social class, as, despite being ‘symbolic’, the connections forged through 

the text of the underground press “were critical to the coalescence and growth of gay liberation 

after Stonewall”32.  

 

1.3 Subaltern counterpublics 

While Anderson’s concept of an ‘imagined community’ can help explain the function of press 

in creating a sense of community, Nancy Fraser’s ‘subaltern counterpublics’ can be used to 

discuss how minority press, once successful at establishing a sense of community, can then be 

used to prompt community activism.  

The term ‘subaltern counterpublics’ was coined by Nancy Fraser in 1990 and emerged out of 

the concept of the public sphere initially elaborated by Jurgen Habermas. Habermas’ public 

sphere was the space in which citizens deliberate about their common affairs – per Habermas’ 

own definition, “a portion of the public sphere comes into being in every conversation in which 

private individuals assemble to form a public body”33. In the words of Fraser, the Habermasian 

 
31 Serby, "’Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals’,” 2. 
32 Serby, "’Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals’,” 2. 
33 Jürgen Habermas, “The Public Sphere: An Encyclopedia Article,” in Critical Theory and Society: A Reader, 

ed. Stephen, E, Bronner., Douglas, M, Kellner (Routledge, 1989), 136 
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public sphere was envisioned as “a theatre in modern societies in which political participation 

is enacted through the medium of talk”34. However, while Habermas claims that “access [to 

the public sphere] is guaranteed to all citizens”35, Fraser’s critique of the Habermasian concept 

of the public sphere was a bourgeois conception and that it was a “masculinist ideological 

notion that functioned to legitimate an emergent form of class rule”36 and thus it was not 

accessible to everyone, as many were excluded based on class, race, or gender.  

Fraser thus suggested the concept of ‘subaltern counterpublics’, where members of the 

subordinated social groups, such as women, workers, people of colour, and LGBT individuals 

have benefitted from creating alternative publics in order to “signal that there are parallel 

discursive arenas where members of subordinated social groups invent and circulate 

counterdiscourses, which in turn permit them to formulate oppositional interpretations of their 

identities, interests, and needs”37. Fraser cited the example of media that feminist subaltern 

counterpublics used in the late-twentieth century in the United States, such as “journals, 

bookstores, publishing companies, film and video distribution networks, lecture series, 

research centers, academic programs, conferences, conventions, festivals and local meeting 

places”38. With these different arenas for circulating counterdiscourses, the feminists were able 

to “invent new terms for describing social reality” and with the new language, they were able 

to recast their needs and identities, thereby “reducing, although not eliminating, the extent of 

[their] disadvantage in official public spheres”39. 

 
34 Nancy Fraser. “Rethinking the Public Sphere: A Contribution to the Critique of Actually Existing 

Democracy,” Social Text, no. 25/26 (1990): 57, https://www.jstor.org/stable/466240.  
35 Jürgen Habermas, “The Public Sphere: An Encyclopedia Article,” 136.  
36 Fraser, “Rethinking the Public Sphere,” 62. 
37 Ibid., 67. 
38 Ibid. 
39 Ibid. 
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Another important element which is mentioned alongside subaltern counterpublics is that of 

‘feminist consciousness’40. Per Virginia Niri, feminist consciousness is a political method, 

derived from the United States and adopted in Italy with a highly original theoretical thought 

and a practical application that is influenced by the peculiar characteristics of Italian 196841. 

Importantly for the purposes of social movements, feminist consciousness meant “analyzing a 

new language, a new way of doing politics, of being together” with the aims of “increased 

political awareness”42 and activism.  

Thus, the creation and discussion of counterpublics and practices of consciousness is essential 

in the study of minority movements; as highlighted by Serby, “at a time when even the yellow 

pages refused to print the word ‘gay’, liberationists made gay and lesbian representation a 

priority”43, thus challenging the exclusion of gays and lesbians from the mainstream media. 

Moreover, the counterpublic created by the gay underground press allowed “historically 

silenced subjects [to] articulate their identities, interests, and needs”44.  

Minority press is therefore one of the key arenas for the expression of subaltern counterpublics 

and the circulation of counterdiscourses, as well as a tool for the creation of minority group 

identity and bridging the gap between the minority and the mainstream.  

 

1.4 Emotional communities  

Much like Fraser’s concept of subaltern counterpublics is important for the study of minority 

press, so too is the history of emotions and the concept of emotional communities. As explained 

by Susan Matt, “emotions research alters conceptions of politics, social relations, and market 

 
40 On occasion also referred to as ‘feminist self-awareness’ (Italian: autocoscienza femminista) 
41 Virginia Niri, “Dalla rivoluzione alla liberazione. Autocoscienza femminista e sessualità nel ‘lungo 

Sessantotto’,” Italia contemporanea no. 300, (2022), 247, DOI:10.3280/ic300-oa2. 
42 Ibid., 278. 
43 Serby, "’Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals’,” 8. 
44 Ibid., 3.  
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interactions, showing links between power and emotion in public life”45, making their study 

important for understanding the larger impact of minority press on individuals belonging to 

those minorities, as well as society at large.  

In Barbara Rosenwein’s terms ‘emotional communities’ are “groups in which people have a 

common stake, interests, values, and goals”46. Per Rosenwein, the characteristic styles of 

emotional communities “depend not only on the emotions that they emphasize-and how and in 

what contexts they do so - but also by the ones that they demote to the tangential or do not 

recognize at all”47. Minority press is thus not just a physical manifestation of these groups but 

also a means of setting into motion strategies for achieving the group’s shared goals through 

agreed-upon strategies.  

In terms of the specific relevance of emotions and emotional communities to queer history, 

Ann Cvetkovich explains that lesbian and gay history “demands a radical archive of emotion 

in order to document intimacy, sexuality, love, and activism—all areas of experience that are 

difficult to chronicle through the materials of a traditional archive”48. Thus, per Cvetkovich, 

emotion and affect are not just essential to the commemoration of queer history, but also to the 

understanding of the people behind that which usually makes it to the archive.  

Dario Pasquini, with his Con Rabbia Felice: Politica ed emozioni nella prima stampa LGBT 

italiana (1969-1979) and “This Will Be the Love of the Future”: Italian LGBT People and 

Their Emotions in Letters from the Fuori! and Massimo Consoli Archives, 1970–1984 has 

contributed to the literature on emotions in the Italian LGBT movement. In This will Be the 

Love of the Future, he applied Rosenwein’s concept of emotional communities in his analysis 

 
45 Susan J. Matt. “Current Emotion Research in History: Or, Doing History from the Inside Out,” Emotion 

Review 3, no.1 (2011): 122. https://doi.org/10.1177/1754073910384416.  
46 Barbara Rosenwein. Emotional Communities in the Early Middle Ages (Cornell University Press, 2006), 24. 
47 Ibid., 26. 
48 Ann Cvetkovich, An Archive of Feelings: Trauma, Sexuality, and Lesbian Public Cultures (Duke University 

Press, 2003), 241. 
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of the ‘emotional style’ of the early LGBT movement in Italy, arguing that there was a 

significant cultural transfer and transnational propagation of emotional styles between the 

Anglophone LGBT movements and the Italian one49, resulting in the use of anger, joy, and 

pride to create an emotional style under which the growing Italian LGBT community could 

unite, which Pasquini elaborates on in Con Rabbia Felice50.  

The relevance of the concept of emotional communities for minority press and specifically for 

the QUIR magazine will be further developed in the Findings.   

 

1.5 Queer press 

In his article on the evolution of the American gay press, Willard Spiegelman claims that when 

a group is neglected by the majority, whether on the basis of race, geography, or sexuality, it 

begins to “publicize itself as a gesture of self-definition”51. He adds that the mainstream – or 

‘straight’ – press has been “uninterested in, or openly hostile to, the politics of homosexuality 

and of homosexuals” and, as a result, the gay periodicals that began to emerge in the mid-

twentieth century were not only “performing an act of self-interest, but also literally filling a 

void”52, rendering the study of queer press essential to understanding the history of queer 

movements and the development of queer rights. 

Yet, Elizabeth Coretto claims that “mainstream press, and straight society in general, places 

little emphasis on the role of queer press” and that queer historians and academics often fall 

into the trap of undervaluing or outright minimizing the role of queer press in queer history 

 
49 Dario Pasquini, “’This Will Be the Love of the Future’: Italian LGBT People and Their Emotions in Letters 

from the Fuori! and Massimo Consoli Archives, 1970–1984,” Journal of the History of Sexuality 29, no. 1 

(2020): 60, https://www.jstor.org/stable/26872292.  
50 Dario Pasquini, Con Rabbia Felice: Politica ed emozioni nella prima stampa LGBT italiana (1969-1979) (PM 

Edizioni, 2023), 51. 
51 Willard Spiegelman, “The Progress Of A Genre: Gay Journalism And Its Audience,” no. 58/59 (1983): 308, 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/40547575.  
52 Ibid., 314. 
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despite the crucial role queer press played in the early movements thanks to their placement 

“at the intersection of identity, community, and activism”53. The notion that the importance of 

queer press is often ignored when discussing the history of queer movements was also echoed 

by Robert Cover in his article on the role of queer print journalism in the creation of community 

and the relationship between queer press and the sense of community belonging54. Francesca 

Polo also states that queer literature “is part of a sub-culture, marginal and unacknowledged by 

Culture and the mainstream” and notes that its key role is ensuring “that we talk about certain 

issues that otherwise would not come out of hiding and would be forever obscured”55, giving 

the examples of the AIDS pandemic or the persecution of homosexuals by the Nazis. 

Importantly, Spiegelman also adds that gay press not only publicises what the mainstream 

media might ‘ridicule or scant’, but also “makes sexuality a serious issue” all the while 

“liberating it from scientific language, euphemism, or joyless cant”56. Dario Pasquini, 

meanwhile, acknowledges that there is a lack of academic sources on Italian LGBT press and 

claims that this void reflects “the wide disinterest shown by historical studies towards the 

history and protagonists of the Italian LGBT movement”57. 

It is this lack of recognition of the role that queer print media has played in the creation of 

Italian queer communities, as well as the negotiation of the various identities that make up 

these communities, that motivated the creation of this thesis. The following section will thus 

explore the origins of queer press in Italy, its accomplishments, and its legacy, in order to 

contextualise the later analysis of the QUIR magazine.  

 
53 Elizabeth, A. Coretto, "The Fountain Pen and the Typewriter": The Rise of the Homophile Press in the 1950s 

and 1960s", (Bachelor’s thesis, Oberlin College, 2017), 2, https://digitalcommons.oberlin.edu/honors/214. 
54 Robert Cover, “Engaging sexualities: Lesbian/gay print journalism, community belonging, social space and 

physical place,” Pacific Journalism Review 11, no. 1 (2005), 113, http://dx.doi.org/10.24135/pjr.v11i1.823  
55 Francesca Polo. “L’editoria Lesbica, Gay e Transessuale/Transgender,” in: WE WILL SURVIVE!: Storia del 

movimento LGBTIQ+ in Italia, ed. Paolo Pedote and Nicoletta Poidimani, (Mimesis/Eterotopie, 2020), 174. 
56 Spiegelman, “The Progress Of A Genre ,” 323. 
57 Dario Pasquini, Con Rabbia Felice, 25. 
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1.6 Community-building potential of queer press  

Using the example of the FUORI! magazine provided above, Riccardo Bulgarelli, the author 

of the article ‘Chi parla per gli omosessuali?’ (‘Who speaks for the homosexuals?’) traces the 

role of FUORI! magazine in the process of community-building in the Fronte Unitario 

Omosessuale Rivoluzionario Italiano movement. He claims that “The newspaper was 

perceived as a means of coming out from the confines of “oppression” and as the engine of a 

“liberation process” in which the written word, published and disseminated, was to be an 

essential element”58. Bulgarelli also acknowledges the community-building aspect of the 

FUORI! magazine, claiming that it “constituted a platform for common dialogue among 

movement groups”59, which served to communicate the association’s arguably radical thinking 

to the readership and provide the magazine’s readers with the results of the association’s 

activism. 

 

1.7 Slurs, homophobic epithets, and derogatory group labels  

As noted by Coretto, “without an identity there cannot be a community, and without a 

community it is difficult to define yourself in positive terms”60. Additionally, Bucholtz and 

Hall claim that, in the context of identity, language is exceedingly important because, “among 

the many symbolic resources for the cultural production of identity, language is the most 

flexible and pervasive”61. 

This section aims to address the significance of LGBT individuals using slurs in speeches, 

media, and publications aimed to foster a spirit of community and community identity.  

 
58 Riccardo Bulgarelli,” «Chi parla per gli omosessuali?». Il ruolo del giornale  «FUORI!»  nel processo di 

community building del Fronte Unitario Omosessuale Rivoluzionario Italiano (1971-1973),” LGBTQIA+: 

sessualità, soggettività, movimenti, linguaggi 3, no. 47, (2021), 2. https://doi.org/10.4000/12zpi  
59 Ibid. 
60 Coretto, "The Fountain Pen and the Typewriter,” 2. 
61 Mary Bucholtz., and Kira Hall. “Language and Identity,” in A Companion to Linguistic Anthropology, ed. 

Alessandro Duranti (Blackwell Publishing, 2004), 369.  
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In the academic context, slurs aimed at homosexuals are often termed ‘homophobic epithets’ 

(HEs) which themselves are hyponyms of ‘derogatory group labels’ (DGLs). According to 

Simon and Greenberg, DGLs, of which homophobic epithets are a subgroup, are offensive 

terms which aim to “negate a person or group’s culture, heritage, and family in one word, by 

dehumanizing the person or group”62.  

As noted by Agovino, Bevilacqua, and Cerciello, the influence that language has on perception 

is particularly relevant for minorities, as “lexicon has often been used as a weapon, to stigmatise 

actions, attitudes and identities”63. Thus, derogatory terms such as slurs can legitimise “an 

unconscious form of violence and marginalisation, reinforcing a socio-cultural barrier based 

on conformation to heteronormative standards”64. They also maintain that frequent usage of 

homophobic epithets “has subtly trained individuals to marginalise LGBT people”, adding that 

many studies have found significant correlation between “exposure to homophobic insults and 

homophobia”65, a notion which is further reinforced by Herbert, who argues that slurs 

specifically reflect “long standing [practices] of systematic dehumanisation, marginalisation, 

and exclusion from social spaces”66. 

Considering the negative impact of derogatory group labels, the usage of such terms might 

appear counterproductive to the goal of fostering safe spaces and community identities. 

However, what this thesis will argue is that the use of derogatory group labels in minority press, 

such as in the case of the QUIR magazine, is an intentional choice on behalf of the writers to 

 
62 Linda Simon, Jeff Greenberg. “Further progress in understanding the effects of derogatory ethnic labels: The 

role of preexisting attitudes toward the targeted group,” Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin 22, no. 12 

(1996), 1195, https://doi.org/10.1177/01461672962212001.  
63 Agovino, M., Bevilacqua, M., Cerciello, M. “Language as a proxy for cultural change. A contrastive analysis 

for French and Italian lexicon on male homosexuality,” Quality & Quantity 56. (2021), 150, 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s11135-021-01121-x.  
64 Agovino et al., “Language as a proxy for cultural change,” 151. 
65 Ibid. 
66 Cassie Herbert, “Precarious projects: The performative structure of reclamation,” Language Sciences 52, 

(2015): 133, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.langsci.2015.05.002.  
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reclaim the terms that had previously been used to harm LGBT individuals and ascribe them a 

new meaning and discursive power.  

 

1.8 Reappropriation and reclamation of slurs  

Bianchi et al. claim that the reappropriation of derogatory group labels by minority members 

is a “coping strategy against stigmatization”67. Reclamation projects are therefore a “form of 

social protest, one which is explicitly discursive in nature”, and can provide a “tangible 

objective for the group to rally around”68. Queer theory is not the only field to encourage 

linguistic reclamation; Crip theory, a more recently elaborated interdisciplinary critical 

disability theory, also encourages the embracing of stigma and frames the reappropriation of 

derogatory language by persons with disabilities. This is presented as a means of taking control 

“over representation and language to challenge dominant understandings of what it means to 

be human or ‘normal’”69 to “confront disability-related injustices and change unjust 

agencies”70.  

In the queer theory application, the use of homophobic epithets in a self-referential way by 

those targeted by the labels can “deprive the dominant group of the linguistic devices that 

previously granted them superiority”71. This notion is further developed by Ponzio, who adds 

that the process of reappropriation “rests the same words on another history, on a history of 

claiming rights and rediscussing the relationship of subordination” which allows those who 

 
67 Mauro Bianchi, Andrea Carnaghi, Fabio Fasoli, Patrice Rusconi, Carlo Fantoni. “From self to ingroup 

reclaiming of homophobic epithets: A replication and extension of Galinsky et al.’s (2013) model of 

reappropriation,” Journal of Experimental Social Psychology 111 (2024): 1, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jesp.2023.104583.  
68 Herbert, “Precarious projects,” 131-2.  
69 Alan Santinele Martino and Ann Fudge Schormans, “Theoretical Developments: Queer theory meets crip 

theory,” in The Routledge Handbook of Disability and Sexuality, ed. Russell Shuttleworth and Linda R. Mona, 

(Routledge, 2021), 58. 
70 Terence Paul Friedrichs, “Gifted and Talented LGBTQ+ Students With Disabilities: A Queer Crip 

Analysis,” Journal for the Education of the Gifted 47, no. 2 (2024):184, 

https://doi.org/10.1177/01623532241235624.  
71 Bianchi et al, “From self to ingroup reclaiming of homophobic epithets,” 2. 
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engage in the act of reappropriation to “rewrite the discourse on other assumptions”72. Thus, 

as summarised by Bianchi et al., the reappropriation of homophobic epithets via self-labelling 

results in two key outcomes: “enhanced perceptions of self-power, […] and reduced perceived 

negativity of HEs”73.  

Recently, in Florence, there has been a local graphic design project focused on “raising 

awareness and creating dialogue through design”74. The project, titled FAGS – Fightin’ Against 

Gay Slurs, consists of a “series of artworks that are presented in the form of the Manifesto, 

reimagining the insult with a sense of irony or pride”75 which “reverse the meaning of 

homophobic insults, turning them into acts of visual resistance”76. This project demonstrates 

the ongoing importance of slur-reclamation, and the use of visually-stimulating graphics, 

humour, and normalisation is one of the many potential strategies for non-academic, 

community-led approaches to slur reappropriation.  

 

1.9 Slurs as identity terms  

Another form of reclamation is the direct resignification of slurs as identity terms.  

Eva Nossem offers a thorough overview of how reclaiming derogatory group labels can 

ameliorate their meaning through the example of the term ‘queer’ and how it was used by the 

activist groups Queer Nation and ACT UP New York towards the end of the twentieth century. 

She explains that the reappropriation not only showed a “useful means of dealing with and 

overcoming the offensiveness” but also “overturned and transformed its discriminatory quality 

 
72 Julia Ponzio. “Il potere delle parole: risignificazione e riscrittura in Audre Lorde,” Post-filosofie 11 (2018): 

113, https://philpapers.org/rec/PONIPD.  
73 Bianchi et al, “From self to ingroup reclaiming of homophobic epithets,” 2. 
74 Dario Manzo (@dariomanzo.jpg), December 14, 2024, 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DDjz5LzoM89/?igsh=dGRmaXZsOGJrcGF1  
75 Dario Manzo (@dariomanzo.jpeg), December 13, 2023, 

https://www.instagram.com/p/C0yfipWIZPN/?igsh=MTJpYXJ5endtZ3BpaA==  
76 Dario Manzo (@dariomanzo.jpeg), April 17, 2025, 

https://www.instagram.com/p/DIjIeHbiRSc/?igsh=MTJtbWtkZGp0d3l2ZA==  
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into the aggressive power needed in queer activism”77. Reclaiming homophobic epithets can 

thus serve “not only as a form of defence, but rather of protest, which allows the targeted person 

to regain agency”78.  

However, as will be seen in the later chapters and the specific example of the QUIR magazine 

used in this work, not all members of minority groups may derive power from the reclaimed 

term. Judith Butler’s analysis of the power of the term ‘queer’ in her article ‘Critically Queer’ 

simultaneously acknowledges the potential of ‘queer’ as a self-identifying label and cautions 

to remember whom of the minority group the chosen label represents, and whom it excludes: 

The expectation of self-determination that self-naming arouses is paradoxically contested by 

the historicity of the name itself: by the history of the usages that one never controlled, but that 

constrain the very usage that now emblematizes autonomy; by the future efforts to deploy the 

term against the grain of the current ones, efforts that will exceed the control of those who seek 

to set the course of the terms in the present79 

Nevertheless, though not all agree with the reappropriation project, Meredith Worthen, in her 

recent article on the reclamation and stigma of queer identities in the twenty-first century, 

presents data on young people who self-identify as queer.  Although she acknowledges that, 

even in the 2020s, the term is simultaneously “reclaimed and stigmatized”80, she still claims 

that it is an example of successful reclamation of a derogatory group label by the community81.  

Another recent case of the success of reclaiming derogatory group labels in the fight against 

stigmatization is the case of the late Pope Francesco using the term ‘frociaggine’ in May 2024. 

As evidenced in the article of Corriere della Sera82 and the many international media outlets 

 
77 Eva Nossem. “Queer, Frocia, Femminiellə, Ricchione et al. – Localizing “Queer” in the Italian Context.” 

gender/sexuality/italy, no.6 (2019): 8, https://doi.org/10.15781/31yc-ys20.  
78 Ibid., 9. 
79 Judith Butler. “Critically Queer,” GLQ 1 (1993): 19, https://doi.org/10.1215/10642684-1-1-17  
80 Meredith Worthen, “Queer identities in the 21st century: Reclamation and Stigma, Sexual & Gender Diversity 

in the 21st Century”, Current Opinion in Psychology 49 (2023): 5, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.copsyc.2022.101512.  
81 Figure 1 in: Worthen, “Queer identities in the 21st century,” 4.  
82 Gian Guido Vecchi, “Le scuse del Papa sugli omosessuali «Non volevo offendere nessuno»”, Corriere della 

Sera, May 29, 2024, 

https://archivio.corriere.it/Archivio/interface/view_preview.shtml#!/NDovZXMvaXQvcmNzZGF0aW1ldGhvZ

GUxL0A0OTg1NDc%3D.  
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which covered the story83, when discussing the possibility of homosexual men becoming 

priests during a Conferenza Episcopale Italiana (Italian Episcopal Conference), the Pope used 

an Italian slur that, in English, translates to ‘faggotry’ or ‘faggotness’.  

The outcry that followed was not limited to Italy, the global nature of the Catholic Church and 

internet media allowing the news to spread quickly.  Among the general demands for an 

apology from the Pope and the Vatican, as well as many personal accounts of upset or 

disappointment, the other common reaction – especially from non-Italians – was a positive 

reframing of the term through humorous posts and memes84. These humorous posts could be 

seen as trivialising the matter, but they also serve to demonstrate the long-acknowledged 

subversive power of humour as a means of protest and resistance85, aligning it with the more 

action-minded reclamation efforts.  

Although it could be argued that the non-Italian participants should not be considered in the 

reclamation process due to the derogatory term not having the same emotional and cultural 

weight for them as for Italians, the reclamation of the term was not limited to social media. 

Despite the official statement promptly ordered by the Vatican, as well as the reminders that 

Italian was not the late Pope’s mother tongue, both mentioned in the many news articles on the 

matter, the indignation the Italian LGBT community felt at the Pope’s faux-pas was still felt 

keenly when the Rome Pride march took place a fortnight after the incident. The posts, posters, 

and placards86 made for the event – as well as the other Pride marches in the country, such as 

 
83 Christopher Lamb and Sharon Braithwaite. “Pope Francis apologizes for using a homophobic slur during a 

meeting with bishops”, CNN, May 28, 2024, https://edition.cnn.com/2024/05/28/world/pope-francis-apologizes-

reports-anti-gay-slur-intl/index.html.  
84 Matt Stopera. “The Pope's Homophobic Slur Is Now A Meme,” Buzzfeed, May 30, 2024,  

https://www.buzzfeed.com/mjs538/the-pope-used-a-homophobic-slur-and-now-its-a-meme  
85 Patrick Merziger. “Humour in Nazi Germany: Resistance and Propaganda? The Popular Desire for an All-

Embracing Laughter,” International Review of Social History 52, Supplement 15: Humour and Social Protest, 

(2007): 275, https://www.jstor.org/stable/26405494.  
86 Giansandro Merli. “Ironia, musica e protesta. Il Pride invade la capitale,” Il manifesto, June 16, 2024, 

https://ilmanifesto.it/ironia-musica-e-protesta-il-pride-invade-la-capitale.  
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the one in Milan87 – show that the movement to reclaim the derogatory term was not limited to 

social media and occurred semi-organically as a form of protest against the language used by 

the Pope.  

This event is a relevant case study for the reclamation process presented by Ponzio, as it 

demonstrates the step-by-step progression of: 1) a word being used disparagingly against a 

minority group; 2) it then being reclaimed by the group through collective action and self-

determination; and 3) the subsequent overwriting of the term’s prior history of subordination 

and its conversion into a means of regaining agency by the minority group which it had initially 

disparaged. 

 
87 Edoardo Bianchi., Andrea Lattanzi. “Milano, i 350.000 del Pride: "Grazie a Dio per la frociaggine",” La 

Stampa, June 29, 2024, 

https://milano.repubblica.it/cronaca/2024/06/29/video/milano_i_350000_del_pride_grazie_a_dio_per_la_frocia

ggine-423331965/.  
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Chapter 2: Queer in Italy 

2.1 Homosexuality and the Italian law 

Prior to the unification of Italy, different Kingdoms and Duchies did not have homogenous 

laws regarding homosexuality, with some being more permissive, and some being more 

punitive. The Italian Penal Code of 1889 – also referred to as the Zanardelli Code – managed 

to standardise the legal approach to homosexuality within the Kingdom of Italy, effectively 

decriminalising it, by not mentioning homosexual acts directly, but including them under the 

category of insults to public decency. Per Lorenzo Benadusi in his book The Enemy of the New 

Man: Homosexuality in Fascist Italy, “Homosexuality was considered a “disgusting” 

behaviour, but if practiced in private between consenting adults, it was outside of the dominion 

of the law88. Thus, by leaving the vizi innominabili (unnameable vices) out of the legislation, 

the Italian Penal Code of 1889 effectively removed sodomy from the penal code89. The 

Zanardelli code remained in place until the Fascist regime, when it was replaced by the Rocco 

Code of 1930. Unlike the Zanardelli code, the Rocco Code named homosexuality as a 

punishable crime. However, the article was soon changed for multiple reasons; first, to avoid 

implying that homosexuality was a widespread phenomenon in Italy, second, the security 

police, which could – and did – “exercise an effective repression of homosexuals without ever 

publicizing their acts or even naming them”90, and finally, the power that the Catholic Church 

and the clergy held in the country over “public morality”91.  

According to Pires Marquez, the Rocco Penal Code was also a “crucial mediator in the 

negotiations between the fascist government and the Vatican”92, culminating in the Lateran 

 
88 Lorenzo Benadusi, The Enemy of the New Man: Homosexuality in Fascist Italy. trans. Suzanne Dingee and 

Jennifer Pudney, (University of Wisconsin Press, 2012), 92 
89 Marta Luxan., Jone Miren Hernandez., Xabier Irujo. LGBTQI+ In The Basque Country. Basque Politics 

Series, n.17, 2020: 4 
90 Tiago Pires Marquez. Crime and the Fascist State, 1850-1940. Routledge, 2013: 97 
91 Andrea Pini. “Quando eravamo froci; Gli omosessuali nell’Italia di una volta”, (Il Saggiatore, 2011), 2011: 3 

“La morale «pubblica» era sempre sotto la mannaia della Chiesa cattolica” 
92 Pires Marquez, Crime and the Fascist State, 1850-1940, 72 
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Pacts of 1929. The Pacts, among many other terms, established the Vatican City State, 

guaranteed compensation for losses suffered since the Capture of Rome in 1870, and 

established Catholicism as the state religion, granting the Church significant influence over 

education and marital law93. The other important aspect of the Lateran Treaty, one that would 

become well-known by the Italian public almost a century after the Treaty was signed, was the 

stipulation that “all future legislation must comply with canon law”94 which, as will be 

discussed in the Conclusion, became particularly relevant when the DDL Zan gained enough 

traction to pass in the Chamber of Deputies of the Italian parliament in 2020.  

 

2.2 Fascism, the post-war, and the 1960s 

In addition to introducing a new penal code, the fascist regime also built on the existing model 

of the ‘ideal man’. Per Benadusi, the fascist regime built a sense of national identity in part 

through the reliance on ‘hegemonic masculinity’95 and physiological patriotism96; the regime 

propagated the image of the ‘ideal fascist’ as the strong, virile young man, causing masculinity 

to become symbolic of “virtue, health, vigor, and national regeneration”97. This evidences the 

claim made by Passerini, according to which Italy of the post-war period was “a country of 

patriarchal traditions”, which both Catholicism and Fascism exploited, albeit in different ways, 

“to establish their ideological domination"98.  

Additionally, due to the deep preoccupation of the regime with the virility of the Italian men 

and the femininity of the women, as well as the establishment of traditional family values, both 

 
93 Andrzej Gaca. On the 90th anniversary of the signing of the Lateran Pacts. Their genesis, most important 

provisions, and significance. Studia Iuridica Toruniensia, vol. 25, 2019: 66-67 
94 Ibid., 66 
95 Lorenzo Benadusi, “Masculinity,” in The Politics of Everyday Life in Fascist Italy, ed. Joshua Arthurs., 

Michael Ebner., and Kate Ferris, (Palgrave MacMillan. 2017), 52. 
96 Benadusi, The Enemy of the New Man, 12. 
97 Ibid., 14. 
98 Luisa Passerini, “Gender Relations,” in Italian Cultural Studies: An Introduction, ed. David Forgacs and 

Robert Lumley (Oxford University Press, 1996), 145. 
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homosexuality and feminism were perceived as enemies of the state as they were “intolerable 

for those who viewed virility as an indisputable requisite”99. As explained by Spackman, “any 

redistribution of properties, any mixing and matching of terms — a feminine man, a masculine 

woman — is counted as an unnatural monstrosity, perversion, or aberration”100. Homosexuality 

was therefore incompatible with the fascist vision for the new Italian man. Although, the penal 

code of 1930 did not mention homosexuality outright, the fascist regime was still able to punish 

this ‘incompatibility’ through “extrajudicial police repression”101 such as warnings, 

admonitions, and confino (internal exile). The understudied nature of the confino has 

unfortunately resulted in multiple people, including people in positions of authority102, 

believing that “spending two or three years on a Mediterranean island looked more like a 

holiday than a tough punishment”103. Importantly, due to the extrajudicial nature of the 

repression, one of the key criteria that was cited as justification was that of a ‘public scandal’. 

Per Romano, “only what attracted public attention called for repression and segregation” and, 

as a result, homosexuality was punished when recognisable, declared, public”104.  

As a result, by the early 1960s, homosexuality was perceived in Italy in three declinations: that 

of a crime, that of an illness, and that of a sin105.  

 
99 Benadusi, The Enemy of the New Man, 25. 
100 Barbara Spackman, Fascist Virilities: Rhetoric, Ideology, and Social Fantasy in Italy (University of 

Minnesota Press, 1996), 34.  
101 Pasquini, ““This Will Be the Love of the Future”,” 54. 
102 Silvio Berlusconi quite infamously claimed that “Mussolini didn’t kill anyone, but used to send people on 

vacation in internal exile”. The interview was originally published in The Spectator, September 11, 2003, and 

reported by Italian newspapers such as Corriere della Sera, «Mussolini non ha mai ammazzato nessuno», 

September 11, 2003. Available from: 

https://www.corriere.it/Primo_Piano/Politica/2003/09_Settembre/11/berlusconi.shtml  
103 Gabriella Romano, The Pathologisation of Homosexuality in Fascist Italy: The Case of ‘G’ (Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2019), 8. 
104 Romano, The Pathologisation of Homosexuality in Fascist Italy, 20. 
105 Giorgio Umberto Bozzo, Le radici dell’orgoglio: La storia del movimento e della comunità LGBTQIA+ in 

Italia, (GUB Edizioni, 2024), 20.  
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With the significant social and economic changes that marked the late 1950s and early 1960s106, 

“Italy ceased to be a peasant country and became one of the major industrial nations of the 

West”107. Between the rapid industrialisation and urbanisation, increased social mobility, and 

an active left-wing, the 1960s in Italy saw a rise in movements that began to question certain 

sociocultural maxims and some of the “basic structures of capitalist society which contributed 

to sexual oppression”108. Per Donatella della Porta, these movements resulted in waves of 

protests across factories and cities, with claims on themes such as “labor rights, housing 

conditions, and the price of public transport”109. These transformations, along with increased 

exposure to international developments and activism culminated in Italians also experiencing 

a 1968 movement110. In addition to social upheaval and a rise in social movements, the late 

1960s also saw the beginning of over a decade of terrorist attacks from both left and the right 

side of the political spectrum known as Anni di Piombo111 (Years of Lead) which would go on 

to last until the early 1980s.  

Overall, although the 1968 movement in Italy was not connected to a homosexual revolution 

as such, the model it set for social activism, in combination with the shockwaves of the 

Stonewall riots of 1969, did have an impact on, and set into motion, the gay liberation efforts 

that emerged in Italy in the 1970s112.   

 
106 For a thorough overview of the social and economic development in Italy over this period, I recommend 

consulting “The 'Economic Miracle', Rural Exodus and Social Transformation” in Paul Ginsborg’s A History of 

Contemporary Italy: Society and Politics 1943-1988.   
107 Paul Ginsborg, A History of Contemporary Italy: Society and Politics 1943-1988, (Penguin Books, 1990), 

212. 
108 Nardi, “The Globalization of the Gay & Lesbian Socio-Political Movement,” 578.  
109 Donatella della Porta, “Social Movements,” in The Oxford Handbook to Italian Politics, ed. Erik Jones and 

Gianfranco Pasquino (Oxford University Press, 2015), 646 
110 For a compelling overview of the 1968 movement in Italy which encapsulates both the importance of oral 

history as well as the ‘personal is political’ approach, the author recommends Luisa Passerini’s Autobiography 

of a Generation: Italy 1968, tr.Lisa Erdberg. 1996, specifically Chapter 4 : One 1968. 
111 For a more thorough overview on the Years of Lead, please see: Anna Cento Bull, “Terrorist Movements,” in 

The Oxford Handbook to Italian Politics, 656-667.  
112 Rosaria Claudia Romano, “Le riviste LGBT. Storie ed evoluzione,” Bibliomanie. Letterature, 

storiografie, semiotiche 51, no.5, (2021):1, https://doi.org/10.48276/issn.2280-8833.5946.  
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2.3 F.U.O.R.I, FUORI! and the homosexual movement of the 1970s 

It would be disingenuous – if not actively revisionist – to discuss the state of the queer 

movement and press in Italy in the twentieth century without acknowledging the pioneering 

work carried out by the members of the Fronte Unitario Omosessuale Rivoluzionario Italiano 

(Italian Revolutionary Homosexual Unitary Front), otherwise known as F.U.O.R.I. As can be 

inferred from the name, the group represented a “radical leftist movement” which placed itself 

at the front of the fight “for liberation sexuality and in opposition to heteronormative society”113 

both through their activism and their homonymous magazine, FUORI!.  

F.U.O.R.I and its magazine are frequently discussed as the Italian response to two things: the 

article by Andrea Romero in La Stampa titled ‘L’infelice che ama la propria immagine’ (‘The 

sad man who loves his own image’), published in April of 1971, wherein the author claimed 

that there was no such thing as a “happy homosexual”114, and the far-reaching shockwaves of 

the Stonewall riots that took place in the United States in 1969 and the ‘personal becoming 

political’115. In Adriana Morante’s historiographical article on the interaction between Italian 

queer film festivals and queer movements of the nineteen-seventies and eighties, she compares 

the impact of the creation of F.U.O.R.I to the Stonewall riots in the United States, claiming that 

the movement “embraced the demands of the new activism by already recalling in its name the 

imperative of coming out and declaring the need for an integration of the ‘sexual revolution’ 

with the ‘political’ one”116. 

 
113 Pasquini, Con Rabbia Felice, 26. 
114 Andrea Romero, “L’infelice che ama la propria immagine,” La Stampa, April 15, 1971, 

http://www.archiviolastampa.it/component/option,com_lastampa/task,search/mod,libera/action,viewer/Itemid,3/

page,17/articleid,0136_01_1971_0085_0017_24669492/  
115 Elena Zambelli, Arianna Mainardi, Andrea Hajek. “Sexuality and power in contemporary Italy: subjectivities 

between gender norms, agency, and social transformation,” Modern Italy 23, no.2, (2018): 130, 

doi:10.1017/mit.2018.11.  
116 Adriana Morante. “Dall’invisibile al visibile. Mappatura dei proto-festival omosessuali tra anni Settanta e 

Ottanta,” Cinergie–Il cinema e le altre arti, no. 26, (2024):137, 

https://cinergie.unibo.it/article/download/20705/19054?inline=1.  
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FUORI!117 was, per many sources, the first magazine of its kind in Italy118; that is, a magazine 

that accompanied the homosexual political movement119. While there had been sections of 

post-1968 publications dedicated to homophile press prior to the conception of the FUORI! 

magazine, they were largely “commercial, and far less politically-oriented than FUORI!”120. 

The name of the magazine was also political; FUORI! was both the acronym for the name of 

the movement, as well as a direct reference to ‘coming out’ and “claiming our homosexual 

identity and taking the floor”121, and the play on words, according to Pasquini, was inspired 

by Come Out!, the first North American gay magazine of the post-Stonewall period122. Thus, 

the name’s significance was both cultural and political, showing familiarity with the 

developments of the LGBT movements outside of Italy, as well as a desire to bring LGBT 

issues out of the private and into the public sphere.  

Unlike some other cases of social movement press whose trailblazing importance became 

apparent with the passage of time, the writers of FUORI! were aware of the cultural and 

historical value of their actions. According to Corrado Levi, one of the original writers for 

FUORI!, the members of F.U.O.R.I who were writing for the magazine were conscious of their 

position “as the vanguard of enormous importance” and the fact that they were simultaneously 

creating “a piece of history” through their articles for FUORI! magazine, as well as that the 

history that they were creating “was also a part of [their] lives"123. This sense of being at the 

vanguard of the movement was also echoed by Pezzana himself in the first edition of the 

 
117 Although many ways of representing the title can be found across Italian books and articles about the 

association and its magazine, for the sake of cohesion, this work will use FUORI! to refer to the magazine, and 

F.U.O.R.I to refer to the organisation. 
118 Giovanni Dall’Orto. “Prefazione alla prima edizione,” in Uscir Fuori: Dieci anni di lotte omosessuali in 

Italia: 1971-1981, ed. Myriam Cristallo (Sandro Teti Editore, 1996), 13.  
119 Cristina Tosetto, “Sesso, carta e palco: La fabbrica del teatro nelle riviste LGBT+ «Fuori!», «Lambda» e 

«Babilonia» (1971-1984),” Mimesis Journal 8, no.1, (2019): 69, http://journals.openedition.org/mimesis/1646.  
120 Pasquini, Con Rabbia Felice, 41.  

For a more thorough overview of the pre-FUORI! LGBT press, the author of this thesis recommends Chapter 

1.2 Sviluppo del movimento e della stampa LGBT in Italia 
121 Tosetto, “Sesso, carta e palco,” 69.  
122 Pasquini, Con Rabbia Felice, 23. 
123 Andrea Pini. Quando eravamo froci; Gli omosessuali nell’Italia di una volta (Il Saggiatore, 2011), 52. 
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FUORI! magazine, who claimed that it was obvious to all involved that they were not creating 

“simply ‘another’ journal” but creating an entirely new discourse, which wanted to begin the 

process of liberation with an explosion of joy and anger”124.  

However, even those at the heart of F.U.O.R.I had different approaches to the homosexual 

liberation project; the Pezzana-led merger of F.U.O.R.I with the Radical Party in 1974125 was 

met with dissent from the more radical members such as Mario Mieli, leading to the Fuori-

autonomo126 and other separatist groups, such as the lesbian feminist groups seeking to gain 

autonomy from ‘heterofeminism’127. By 1982, these differences led to the dissolution of 

F.U.O.R.I and a definitive end to the production of the magazine; the explanation offered by 

Pezzana was that times had changed and the original members of the association had grown 

up; as a result, instead of continuing to antagonise, the group would seek dialogue and become 

a lobby; a pressure group128. 

The above exploration of the FUORI! magazine proves two essential elements that will form 

the basis for the analysis and commentary of the QUIR magazine: firstly, that social movement 

press can be both product and producer of history, and second, that minority press can create a 

community around shared emotions and use them to rouse the readers into achieving the 

community’s goals. It also provides important context to the later years of the Italian 

homosexual movement, the early years of the AIDS pandemic, and the socio-cultural 

environment out of which the QUIR magazine was born.  

 

 
124 Angelo Pezzana, “Chi parla per gli omosessuali?,” FUORI!, no.1, June 1972: 2. 
125 Morante, “Dall’invisibile al visibile,” 138. 
126 Laura Schettini, Mieli Mario, Dizionario biografico degli Italiani, 2015, Available from: 

https://www.treccani.it/enciclopedia/mario-mieli_(Dizionario-Biografico)/  
127 Francesca Cavarocchi. “Orgoglio e pregiudizio: note sul movimento gay e lesbico italiano,” Zapruder: storie 

in movimento, (2010): 84, https://storieinmovimento.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Zap21_7-Schegge1.pdf.  
128 Edoardo Ballone. “I gay mettono la cravata”, La Stampa, 22 January 1982. Available from: 

http://www.archiviolastampa.it/component/option,com_lastampa/task,search/mod,libera/action,viewer/Itemid,3/

page,6/articleid,1035_01_1982_0018_0006_14646790/.  
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2.4 AIDS and the 1980s 

The late 1970s and early 1980s were marked by the rise, fall, and subsequent evolution of many 

forms of homosexual press, their foci and chronologies expertly presented in the Quaderni di 

Critica Omosessuale by the Centro di Documentazione in Bologna129. Importantly for this 

Chapter, however, the more longevous publications of the era, particularly those that boasted 

a wide readership such as Ompo or Babilonia, grew to serve as points of reference, sources of 

information, and examples of good-practice for the community during the AIDS pandemic.  

Even forty years after the first diagnosed case, the academic research on the impact of AIDS 

in Italy still tends to focus on the medical and scientific aspects of the disease, rather than social 

. As pointed out by Arfini et al., “the grass-roots response it elicited is yet to be extensively and 

systematically investigated, all the while its memory is endangered by the lack of easily 

accessible sources”130. As a result of this research gap, it is more difficult to trace the specific 

activism of the Italian LGBT community than, for example, that of the Anglophone groups 

such as ACT UP! or Queer Nation. Nevertheless, there are some studies, conducted largely 

through academic theses much like this one, which specifically trace the activity of Italian 

LGBT groups or notable individuals from the 1980s onwards in AIDS education and 

prevention within their communities. Three of such works, by Paolo Antonelli, Rachele Perelli 

and Alessia Bon respectively, acknowledge the initial mishandling by the media of the disease 

by labelling it a ‘homosexual disease’131, leading to prevailing disinterest of the government 

and national health services in studying the disease132, and resulting in the responsibility of 

 
129 Centro di Documentazione Cassero, Quaderni di Critica Omosessuale: catalogo dei periodici omosessuali 

italiani, ed. Stefano Casi, 1986: 13-39.  
130 Elia AG Arfini, Beatrice Busi, Alina Dambrosio Clementelli, Antonia Anna Ferrante, and Goffredo Polizzi. 

“An infectious example: early Italian HIV activism”. Socioscapes. International Journal of Societies, Politics 

and Cultures 2, no.1, (2022): 2, DOI 10.48250/1027.  
131 Paolo Antonelli, “Il minority stress nella popolazione gay e lesbica italiana: il ruolo dell’omonegatività 

interiorizzata” (PhD diss., Università degli Studi di Firenze, 2012), 23. 
132 Rachele Perelli, “«Si può far bene l’amore senza rischio». L’HIV/AIDS e l’attivismo LGBT+ in Italia (1980-

1990)” (Master’s thesis, Università degli Studi di Padova, 2024), 35 
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collaborating with health services, informing the community about the disease and risk 

management, to grassroots groups such as the aforementioned homosexual press, the Lega 

Italiana per la lotta contro l’AIDS (Italian League for the Fight against AIDS) – henceforth 

LILA – or Arcigay133.  

Arcigay – occasionally also Arci Gay – is the first and largest Italian LGBT non-for-profit 

organization134. Originally created in 1980 in Palermo, associated groups spread across Italy 

over the following years, though it was not until March 1985 that the association transformed 

itself into a “full-fledged national organisation by endowing itself with a platform, a board of 

directors, a national president, and a national secretary”135.  

According to Arfini et al, the initial goal of Arcigay had been more recreational, focusing more 

on providing “places where [LGBT] people could meet, hang out, have fun together”136, but 

the arrival of the AIDS pandemic required a different sort of activism. Arcigay took up this 

mantle, dedicating itself to the protection of rights, diffusion of information, and practical 

initiatives such as the distribution of condoms137. The professionalisation of Arcigay, while 

allowing it to benefit from wider resources and outreach, also caused it to face what Jetté calls 

‘institutional anxiety’, resulting in “internal and external censorship pressures due to their 

relationships with governmental agencies and corporate funders”138.  

 

 

 

 
133 Alessia Bon, “Discriminazione e violenza contro le persone LGBTQIA+: presa in carico e prospettive 

educative all’interno del servizio Villa C.A.R.R.A” (Bachelor’s thesis, Università degli Studi di Padova, 2022), 

29 
134 “Who we are,” Arcigay, https://www.arcigay.it/en/chi-siamo/.  
135 “La storia di Arcigay,” Arcigay, https://www.arcigay.it/en/archivio/2007/12/la-storia-di-arcigay/.  
136 Arfini et al., “An infectious example,” 9. 
137 Ibid., 10. 
138 Jetté, “Public History and Sexuality,” 507. 
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2.5 ACT UP, Queer Nation, and the context of the QUIR magazine   

In the United States, the poor handling of the AIDS crisis creating a void that “invited, indeed 

forced, the gay community to coalesce politically in novel ways, […] to fight the disease on its 

own”139. As a result, ACT UP (the AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power) was formed in New 

York City in March 1987, engaging in “office occupations, road blockades, and demonstrations 

at international AIDS conferences and the headquarters of government bureaucracies”140. In 

1990, Queer Nation formed out of those active in ACT UP who were more focused on queer 

liberation and queer identity politics than strictly disease mitigation, participating in “kiss-ins, 

anti-bashing actions, and protests against homophobic officials and institutions”141. Queer 

Nation’s famous accomplishment was their ability to reclaim the word “queer”. Citing Bérubé 

and Escoffier, Erin J. Rand claims that queer was intended to be confrontational, and that Queer 

Nation activists used it in an attempt to “combine contradictory impulses: to bring together 

people who have been made to feel perverse, queer, odd, outcast, different, and deviant, and to 

affirm sameness by defining a common identity on the fringes”142. This particular interpretation 

of the motivations behind the term queer – with the term encapsulating both, the ‘oddness’ and 

the ‘sameness’ of the community behind it – will be of particular importance for the purposes 

of analysing the QUIR magazine’s use of the word.  

Unlike the United States, in Italy, the early 1990s were a moment of “social, political, and 

economic disarray” which challenged the postwar political status quo; notably, the dominance 

of the Democrazia Christiana (Christian Democracy) which had won every election between 

1948 and 1992. As summarised by Gianluca Passarelli:  

 
139 Robert M. Collins, Transforming America: Politics and Culture in the Reagan Years (Colombia University 

Press, 2007), 139.  
140 Liz Highleyman, “Radical queers or queer radicals? Queer activism and the global justice movement,” in 

From Act Up to the WTO: Urban protest and community building in the era of globalization, ed. Benjamin 

Shepard and Ronald Hayduk, (Verso, 2002), 107.  
141 Highleyman, “Radical queers or queer radicals?,” 107.  
142 Allan Bérubé and Jeffrey Escoffier, “Queer/Nation,” Out/Look 11, (1991): 12 as quoted in Erin J. Rand, 

Reclaiming Queer: Activist & Academic Rhetorics of Resistance, 2014: 4 
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The early 1990s were marked by the Mani Pulite (Clean Hands) and Tangentopoli (Bribe City) 

corruption investigations in Milan, and the Communist Party’s (PCI) change of name, 

organization, and ideology after 1989’s international events143. 

As a result of these crises and the Mafia massacres of 1992-93, over the two-year period 

between 1992 and 1994, the parties which had dominated the country either collapsed and 

disappeared or restructured and returned, and the electoral and party financing systems were 

significantly reformed144.   

With the changing political structures as well as the general unrest caused by rapid social, 

economic, and political change, the way of organising social movements also changed. As 

developed by Donatella della Porta, the classical social movements of the 1970s had to evolve 

in the 1990s, developing “formal, centralized, well-structured organisations” marked by 

lobbying, pressure politics, and “interactions with local and national parliaments and 

governments”145.  

Additionally, through the initial institutionalisation of the homosexual movement that began in 

the late 1970s, the faltering, but nonetheless present, media coverage of AIDS, and the 

aforementioned centralisation and politicisation of the homosexual movement, by the early 

1990s, the mainstream media was aware of the homosexual community and, even more 

importantly, the struggles faced by its members. One such case is evidenced in Paolo 

Gusmeroli and Luca Trappolin’s quantitative overview of the appearances of the word 

‘omofobia’ or ‘omofob*’ in Italian newspapers Corriere della Sera and La Repubblica. Their 

study traces the use of the term ‘omofobia’ in the respective newspapers between 1979 until 

2007 and offers contextual explanations for the reasons behind the increase in usage. As can 

 
143 Gianluca Passarelli, “Populism and the Lega Nord,” in The Oxford Handbook of Italian Politics, ed. Erik 

Jones and Gianfranco Pasquino (Oxford University Press, 2015), 228. 
144 Passarelli, “Populism and the Lega Nord,” 309.  
145 Della Porta, “Social Movements,” 647-8.  
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be seen from their section on the 1990s146, by the time the QUIR magazine was being written, 

the term ‘omofobia’ was already in use by the mainstream newspapers. Although it was usually 

used in response to a homophobic comment or incident by people who belonged to or were at 

least supportive of the gay counterpublic, it nonetheless implies, at least on some level, an 

awareness of the phenomenon amongst the writers and the readership of Italian mass media. 

It is this context – rapid political change, economic development, ongoing AIDS crisis, and 

slow but steady rise in media coverage of homosexual issues – that led to the creation of the 

QUIR magazine.  

 

2.6 Siamo qui, siamo quir… 

As explained in the Introduction, the QUIR magazine ran from April 1993 (№ 0) to Summer 

1997 (№ 26). Although this work only analyses the first year of QUIR’s publication, the period 

nevertheless saw staggering social, political, and cultural change, both on the local and 

international levels. On the international front, the World Conference on Human Rights in June 

1993, the first of its kind since the end of the Cold War, and the adoption of the Roth Report147 

in February 1994 were positive developments. On the domestic front, Italy transitioned from 

the First to the Second Republic with the elections of March 1994 and had to find its way 

among the shift to the right that followed the victory of the centre-right Forza Italia. 

In its first publication, (№ 0 of April 1993), the QUIR magazine expresses its raison d’être, the 

motivations behind its unconventional name, and its hopes for the future in the first Editorial. 

 
146 Paolo Gusmeroli., Luca Trappolin, “Homophobia as a Keyword in the Italian Liberal Press (1979–2007). 

Debating New Boundaries of Sexual Citizenship,” Journal of Modern Italian Studies 25, no. 5 (2020): 655-657. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/1354571X.2020.1825182.  
147 Referred to as such for the contribution of Claudia Roth, a member of the German Green Party and voted on 

– with a favourable result – on the 8th February 1994. 

For the full report, see: Claudia Roth, Report on the Committee on Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs on equal 

rights for homosexuals and lesbians in the EC. Session Documents 1994, Document A3-0028/94, 26 January 

1994. [EU European Parliament Document], available from: https://aei.pitt.edu/49350/  
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When addressing the magazine’s goals, the creators acknowledge that “QUIR is meant to 

reflect Italian culture, or, more precisely, Florentine culture”148, and express their intentions to 

do so for both, the local readers, as well as the foreign ones, through the inclusion of English 

translations for most articles as well as the choice to mail the magazine abroad. The circulation 

of the magazine to other queer groups outside of Italy copied the practices of the earlier 

homophile organisations which aimed to ensure a “transnational circuit of ideas and resources” 

and educate the readers and writers about the “history of sexuality and their own connections 

to a perceived shared past”149. 

Regarding its format, the first Editorial acknowledges the importance of Arci Gay and the 

organisation’s help in the diffusion of the magazine all over Italy, but states that QUIR was not 

intended as the association’s magazine. Instead, the Editorial stresses that “QUIR is for 

everyone”150, a powerful statement in a country experiencing increasing political polarisation. 

Moreover, the Editorial adds that QUIR was intended as the forum for all the different gay and 

lesbian groups operating in Florence regardless of their political or cultural divisions, and, to 

that end, QUIR welcomed contributions from its readers.  

This approach to publishing is in line with Serby’s analysis of similar magazines from the 

1960s and 1970s that emerged in the United States: given that the goal of many editors was to 

“build an activist counterpublic”151, they often “eschewed commercial imperatives and shared 

creative control with the readers whose letters, drawings, poems, and polemics filled the pages 

of their publications”152. This horizontal publishing model allowed them to create what Serby 

terms a ‘public epistolary network’ which allowed the publications’ readers to communicate, 

 
148 Nina Bellini [alias for Nina Peci], “Editoriale,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e 

non solo…, April 1994, 1994: 2 [English text taken directly from the magazine]  
149 Jetté, “Public History and Sexuality,” 496.   
150 Bellini, “Editoriale,” April 1994, 2. 
151 Serby, "Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals”, 11. 
152 Ibid., 4. 
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and embodied the principles of participatory democracy. As evidenced by the magazine’s very 

first issue (№ 0) and reiterated in its anniversary edition (№ 11 of May 1994), QUIR’s editors 

also followed this approach: although there was a core team of editors and recurring writers, 

they were few in number; per the Interview with Nina Peci, (Appendix 1), there were only three 

people ‘on staff’, while most of the material published in the magazine came from the 

comments, letters, and articles sent by the readers.   

Additionally, the openness granted by the horizontal model of publishing meant that problems 

which other, more hierarchal magazines might have encountered, such as one-sided 

representation of the queer community, were avoided. As noted by the few scholars of the 

underground press of the time, though parity was never quite achieved, the predominantly 

masculine character of Italian gay press began to diminish by the end of the 1980s, in part due 

to the internal fracture in the movement caused by lesbian separatism153. The QUIR magazine 

is one of the heralds of this change: in its anniversary issue of May 1994, the editors address 

some of the comments they had received over the year of the magazine’s existence; one being 

that “’there’s too many women in the magazine’”154. Though whether the original commenter’s 

intention was in reference to articles covering women’s matters or the quantity of female 

writers is unclear, the editor, Peci (often writing under the pseudonym of ‘Nina Bellini’), 

nevertheless responds “Quir è per tutti i sessi quindi abituatevi, boys!” (‘QUIR is for all sexes, 

so get used to it, boys!’). The full significance of this editorial choice, as well as the importance 

of the English translations, will be addressed in the Findings. 

In addition to the inclusion of lesbian issues in magazines and the generally more horizontal 

mode of publication, Romano also observes that the 1990s saw “increased distribution of free 

 
153 Romano, “Le riviste LGBT,” 12. 
154 Nina Bellini, “Editoriale,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, May 

1994, 1994: 3. 
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periodicals, which lived off the advertising of the places where they were distributed”155. The 

QUIR magazine was one of such periodicals; offering advertising space to anything from 

discotheques, bars, cafes and restaurants to hairdressing salons, hotels, saunas, and language 

centres. The magazine was free to pick up from the Arci Gay headquarters as well as various 

bookshops, cafes, and even the tourist information point at the Santa Maria Novella station. 

However, due to the underground and not-for-profit nature of its production, QUIR, much like 

its predecessors, relied on reader-to-reader exchanges to reach a mass audience156. This, while 

undoubtedly fostering the spirit of community, made it difficult to calculate the magazine’s 

monthly readership157.  

Stylistically, the magazine aligns with Serby’s assessment of the aesthetics of underground 

press publications often reflecting their creators’ ambitions: “handwritten text, haphazard 

layouts, and whimsical flourishes and imperfections drew attention to the production process, 

heightening the intimacy between readers and writers”158. These same aesthetic choices can be 

seen in QUIR: black-and-white, with eye-catching covers and provocative graphics, often 

eschewing the common two-column layout in favour of having the arrangement of the text 

itself add to the message, the magazine’s format was not just bold but also easily-recognisable. 

In the words of Peci159, the black-and-white format was chosen to cut costs, while the 

unconventional layout was inspired by the ‘zine160 look coming out of militant groups in other 

countries. However, the magazine’s concordance with the graphic styles of similar works did 

 
155 Romano, “Le riviste LGBT,” 12-13. 
156 Ibid., 14. 
157 In the interview (Appendix 1), Peci claims that the writers would print “a thousand copies” for the first few 

years of publication, and asserted that everyone at Arci Gay Florence was reading – or at least aware – of the 

publication’s existence. Additionally, she recounts seeing a couple on a beach in Croatia reading her magazine, 

evidencing the magazine’s international reach.  
158 Serby, "”Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals”,” 11. 
159 See: Appendix 1 
160 ‘a non-commercial often homemade or online publication usually devoted to specialized and often 

unconventional subject matter’, Merriam-Webster, “zine” (n), accessed: May 24, 2025, https://www.merriam-

webster.com/dictionary/zine  
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not mean that its visual was universally-appreciated. Writing in the anniversary edition (№ 11), 

Peci acknowledges that some have criticised the ‘slick’ (‘svelto’ in Italian) look of the 

magazine as ‘too-American’, yet explains that it was chosen to “put an end to the idea that just 

because we are gay we have to put up with ‘shoddy’ design” and that the queer community 

“deserves a bit more self-respect” and one way of doing that is producing a good-looking 

product161.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
161 Nina Bellini, “BUON COMPLEANNO QUIR / HAPPY BIRTHDAY QUIR,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e 

cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, May 1994, 1994: 2. 
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Chapter 3: Findings 
This chapter is dedicated to an in-depth discourse analysis in order to explore the specific ways 

in which the QUIR magazine went about establishing a queer community, and the strategies 

employed by the writers and editors to combat the lackadaisical attitudes of its members.  

The first copy of QUIR (№ 0 of April 1993) opens with an Italian-English editorial which 

explains the meaning of ‘queer’, the reasoning for the magazine’s title, and the hopes of the 

magazine’s creators for its future. Given its clear explanation of the magazine’s raison d’être, 

the whole page has been included in the Appendix 2.  

Firstly, though it is not stated in the Editorial, the choice for the magazine’s title originated 

from Peci’s involvement with Queer Nation prior to her arrival to Italy (see: Interview with 

Nina Peci in Appendix 1). However, the Editorial, written by Peci herself under the pseudonym 

‘Nina Bellini’, acknowledges that ‘queer’ does not lend itself to a neat translation into Italian. 

Moreover, in the interview, Peci explains that the choice to write ‘queer’ phonetically stemmed 

from her unwillingness to be perceived as imposing the American approach on the Italian 

movement. As a result, the term is frequently transcribed as ‘quir’, domesticating it for the 

Italian readership162. This domestication also supports the Editorial’s claim to a desire to reflect 

Florentine culture and life, yet also the diversity within the community. Peci claims that ‘queer’ 

encompasses everybody:  

gay, lesbian, homosexual, faggot, queen, women who prefer women, men who prefer men, 

separatist, leather, dyke, butch, femme, bear, transvestite, transexual – in other words, anything 

not heterosexual163.  

 
162 While it is unknown whether the creators were aware of the precedent when choosing the name, the QUIR 

magazine was not the first in Italy to domesticate the English term this way: a leather and accessories store in 

Palermo has had ‘Quir’ as its name since the late 1980s. Nicola Belluci recently released a documentary about 

the shop, its owners, and its role in Palermo’s gay culture and history. See: “A Palermo Love Story: Quir,” Quir, 

accessed 30 May, 2025, https://quir-film.com/.  
163 Nina Bellini, “Editoriale,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, April 

1993, 1993: 2. 
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Thus, it is precisely the connection between the diversity of the community to the diversity 

embedded in the term that Peci utilised as the justification for the use of ‘queer’ despite the 

potential risk of forcing an anglophone term on a non-anglophone readership. Moreover, her 

claim that “’queer’ means ‘vive la difference’ between us but uniting ourselves in the struggle 

to make society less oppressive” serves as a call to arms, painting the differences within the 

queer community as an element to promote unity, rather than separatism.   

Additionally, the use of  ‘frocio’ (‘faggot’) or ‘buco’ (‘queen’) as identity labels of the same 

valence as ‘gay’ or ‘lesbian’ in the first edition – that Peci called the ‘sample copy’ – clarifies 

the tone the magazine intended to take in its future editions. The inclusion of these terms also 

lends itself to the editors’ later efforts of using the magazine as a means of mobilising its 

readership into a more intersectional struggle. Yet the use of the English term ‘queer’ also 

inadvertently highlights the predominantly homosexual nature of the queer community in the 

early 1990s, as it evidences the lack of language to refer to anything not strictly homosexual in 

Italian. Though the Editorial has the Italian and English text side-by-side, the translation in 

some sections is unequal: for example, the English text reads: “It [the magazine] should be 

used as a way of expressing all these differences under one roof of ‘queerness’, between one 

cover, QUIR”, while the Italian text uses the term ‘omosessualità’ rather than ‘queerness’ or 

anything similarly broad. This unequal translation of terms occurs more than once in the first 

few editions; usually, where the Italian text uses the neutral, scientific ‘omosessualità’, the 

English translation utilises a more inflammatory term, such as ‘queerness’ or ‘faggots’, or terms 

which had already been established as collocations with the queer community, such as ‘raging’ 

or ‘flaming’. In the few occasions where the writers wish to reflect a similar sentiment in 

Italian, they used the term ‘scheccare’, which, while already established in the urban areas of 
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Italy by the early 1990s, was not a direct equivalent 164. This could reflect the lack of a similar 

‘umbrella term’ in the Italian language, as well as the more pervasive lack of intersectionality 

in the queer community of the time.  

Finally, the Editorial ends with the declaration that “QUIR is the hope for all of us, not to put 

aside our differences but to unite them and use them in a common struggle. ‘We’re here, we’re 

queer, get used to us!’”. Thus, the № 0 edition of the QUIR magazine emphasised the 

differences within the Italian gay movement, yet also the propensity for separating due to those 

differences, rather than uniting under them. To that end, the magazine’s writers used the № 0 

edition to express their intention to provide a platform for all those diverse voices to express 

themselves between the pages of the QUIR magazine, thus positioning it as a tool for the 

construction of community. 

The following sections will analyse how the magazine set about creating a readership 

community. This will be accomplished through an analysis of five strategies employed by the 

writers, notably: the participatory, horizontal nature of the magazine; its positioning as a source 

of important information for the queer community; its function as a vehicle for interaction; its 

appeals to the social responsibility of its readers; and its use of language and emotions to 

provoke certain reactions.  

 

3.1 For the people, by the people 

The creators were clear from the № 0 edition that they intended to make something that could 

overcome the divisions within the queer community and unite it instead, a sentiment which 

 
164 Per the 2009 Supplement to the Grande dizionario della lingua italiana: “Scheccare, Assumere 

atteggiamenti affettatamente o marcatamente effeminati” (‘Display markedly effeminate behaviours’) 

Available from: 

https://www.gdli.it/pdf_viewer/Scripts/pdf.js/web/viewer.asp?file=/PDF/GDLI24/GDLI_Supplemento_2009_72

8.pdf&parola=scheccare [accessed May 25, 2025] 
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was later reiterated in the Editorial of the № 7 January 1994 issue titled ‘1994: L’ANNO DEI 

QUEER’ / ‘1994: THE YEAR OF THE QUEER’ (see: Appendix 3&4).  

The Editorial of № 7 acknowledges that QUIR was created as both, a challenge to the Florentine 

community, and a release. A ‘challenge’ to “all the different realities that make up the queer 

world” – where the writers mix the ‘standard’ identity terms such as lesbian, homo- or bisexual, 

with the more divisive ones, such as ‘fag-hags’, ‘buchi’ (‘faggots’), ‘checce’ (‘queens’), or 

‘camioniste’ (‘diesel dykes’) – and a ‘release’ for “all the squabbling that usually occurs 

between all these different realities of the queer world”. Specifically, the writers reiterate that 

the QUIR magazine is a space open to anyone, adding that only through this exchange of ideas 

can the community learn to “accept ourselves and love ourselves as one big diverse but unified 

family”.  

However, this openness to diverse viewpoints was not without consequences. Though Peci 

states in the interview that the editors did not have anyone abusing the power of the print, the 

lack of outright abuse did not mean that the readership always agreed with what was being 

published:  

the first two editions (№ 0 and № 1) both featured strongly-worded sections on religion vis-à-

vis homosexuality. In ‘La condizione omosessuale in Europa: Parte I’ / ‘The gay situation in 

Europe: Part I’ by Andrea Baldi, the writer discusses the rights of homosexuals in various 

European countries, and includes a somewhat forlorn “The church, always the church against 

us, whether it be Catholic, Orthodox or Protestant”165. Still in № 0, in the article ‘Gli Ayatollah 

prossimi venturi; In Italia non c’e solo Tangentopoli e l’operazione mani pulite, anche se noi, 

gay e lesbiche…’ / ‘The Next Ayatollahs; In Italy, with Tangentopoli and Operation Clean 

 
165 Andrea Baldi, “La condizione omosessuale in Europa: Parte I’ / ‘The gay situation in Europe: Part I’,” QUIR: 

il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…,  April 1993, 1993: 6. 
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Hands on our minds, gays and lesbians…’ the writer, Maria Perez166, claims that the gay 

community has had to fight to construct even the minimum of “liveable space in a country still 

deeply conditioned by the fundamentalist catholic lobby”. The most direct denigratory 

comment appears in the responses of ‘Doctor Love’ – a sort of Agony Aunt column where 

readers could write and receive advice – to a girl who had developed feelings for an older 

woman in her parish. The answer from ‘Dr. Love’ was: “Spesso gli ambienti cattolici sono 

frequentati da omosessuali tormentati capaci di rovinare la vita a se stessi e agli altri”167 

(‘Often Catholic circles are frequented by tormented homosexuals capable of ruining lives for 

themselves and others’). 

The reader response appeared in the next issue, № 1 of May 1993 (see: Appendix 5), where 

‘Marcello’ wrote to ‘Dr. Love’ to address the views expressed by the writers about religion:  

The thing that offended me most was definitely the response to the letter of the Christian girl, 

who manifested all her doubts about falling in love with a woman older than her, whom she 

met in the Community. [...] At this point I wonder which side the prejudice is on and whether 

the new “sin” is not wanting only a platonic relationship with those you love168. 

The magazine’s reply, beyond the explanation that the girl had never claimed to be religious 

herself, and that the harsh tone of ‘Dr. Love’ was due to the girl’s age,  was rather unapologetic:  

I have never claimed to be a neutral person without personal convictions so I take full 

responsibility for what I said: debatable, but it is what experience has taught me. 

This exchange shows that religion was a sensitive and divisive topic among the community, 

demonstrating Italy’s deep-rooted religious tradition. Moreover, it shows the magazine 

negotiating its positionality on certain subjects with its readership; though ‘Dr. Love’ did not 

explicitly apologise for their words in the № 0 issue, the opportunity to discuss contrasting 

views was nevertheless in fulfilment of the hopes for debate established in the Editorial of № 

0. Additionally, the exchange between ‘Marcello’ and ‘Dr. Love’ evidences Gee’s claim that 

 
166 Confirmed as a pseudonym, although real name unknown 
167 Dr. Love, QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…,  April 1993, 1993: 23.  
168 Dr. Love, QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…,  May 1993, 1993: 30. 
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discourses are ‘owned’ and ‘operated’ by a socio-culturally defined group of people, and that 

they can “reward and sanction characteristic ways of acting, talking, believing, valuing, and 

interacting”169. Though the response to ‘Marcello’s’ complaint was politely worded, it was 

nonetheless uncompromising in respect of the views expressed. This reinforces Pasquini’s 

point that even places which were intended as ‘emotional refuges’ for queer individuals, such 

as gay magazines, could become places of emotional sanction if the unwritten rules governing 

them were broken by the members170.  

The letter by ‘Marcello’ was not the only case of the readers using the platform of the magazine 

to voice their discontent with something done or said by the writers or the editorial team. The 

№ 3 July/August 1993 issue includes a letter from Lunardi Eliano, representative of the Livorno 

group of Arci Gay Pisa (see: Appendix 6). Eliano begins by complimenting the QUIR magazine 

and the initiative of its writers to “give an extra voice to those who still have too few 

opportunities to have their say”, acknowledging the need for queer people to build and manage 

their own media spaces and the role of that media in fostering emancipation and awareness. 

However, Eliano then criticises the QUIR magazine’s referral to an ‘American type 

homosexual culture’, claiming that the Italian community was still light-years away from it. 

He observes that there are “too many difficult words” in the articles and accuses the writers of 

“intellectual snobbism”. Finally, Eliano concludes with a “benevolently poisonous” objection 

about the inclusion of the English translations, asking: “Since you call yourselves 'Florentine 

monthly' wouldn't a translation in the colourful Florentine dialect have been more 

sympathetic?”. 

The response to Eliano’s letter reiterates the aims established in the Editorial of the № 0 issue. 

Firstly, the writers state that the QUIR magazine intends to function as a point of reference and 

 
169 Gee, The Social Mind, 107.  
170 Pasquini, “This Will Be the Love of the Future”, 78.  
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debate for all the realities that make up the Italian gay and lesbian world. Secondly, they remind 

that the magazine is translated into English to promote ‘Italian-style’ homosexuality beyond 

Italy’s borders, as, per the response, the Italian perspective on homosexuality “has never left 

the country”.  

Additionally, this response was the first instance in which the writers explicitly stated that the 

QUIR magazine was structured differently to other newspapers due to its lack of “a real staff 

of journalists who write regularly every month”. Instead, the response clarifies that the editors 

were more so in charge of organising and publishing the material which the readers sent to 

them:  

In short, you are the ones who 'create' this newspaper, with your articles and letters. So when 

you read something in here, keep in mind that it is an expression not of a rigid 'line' of a journal 

that wants to impose its philosophy at all costs, but of a person from our community, with their 

own cultural background, and their own opinions. 

The reminder that the contents of the QUIR magazine were decided by its readers was efficient 

in absolving any single individual involved in its creation of the accusation of ‘intellectual 

snobbism’, as well as a point of evidence for the magazine’s collaborative, horizontal, “by the 

people, for the people”171 nature.  

Thus, the ability for the readers to communicate directly with the editors of the QUIR magazine 

aided in the negotiation of the magazine’s role in the local queer community, and allowed its 

members to directly participate in the way their community was represented. 

 

3.2 A source of information 

One of the practical ways in which the magazine built a sense of community among its 

readership was by providing information and creating opportunities for interaction. For 

 
171 See: Appendix 1: Interview with Nina Peci 
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example, the magazine frequently published announcements celebrating successes of the Arci 

Gay association or the Italian queer community in other cities, or included Public Service 

Announcements (PSAs) informing the readership of the developments in public health 

measures for the queer community, both in the fight against AIDS and everyday life.  

In the № 3 issue of July/August 1993 of the QUIR magazine, the editorial team praised Arci 

Gay’s achievement in getting a full page of advertising space to celebrate the International 

LGBT Pride Day172 in the la Reppublica, l’Unita, and il manifesto newspapers, citing it as the 

“first time such an outspoken massage has found an echo in the 'big' national media” and calling 

it a “victory to rejoice in”. Similarly, the № 8 February 1994 edition mentioned the recent 

formation of Arci Gay Pisa, specifically commenting on the involvement of the student 

population and those originally from Livorno, joking that Arci Gay Pisa had succeeded in 

unifying under a single banner “gay representatives of two cities that over the ages have always 

hated and taunted each other”173. This remark, while humorous, especially considered that it’s 

followed by local sayings ‘meglio un morto in casa che un pisano all’uscio’ and Livorno’s 

‘ghiozza e piu che ghiozza’ is nonetheless important in showing how community can be formed 

even among difference, and how bonds formed through a common, queer identity can 

overcome other forms of prejudice, even those of regionalisms or upbringing.  

The magazine also covered the more impactful developments such as those in the fields of legal 

rights of queer individuals: in the Stampa Flash section of the № 6 December 1993 issue, the 

editors included a line celebrating the success of Empoli, a small town in Tuscany, in allowing 

homosexual couples to “officially register their relationship in the town hall and take advantage 

 
172 The Arci Gay advertisement can be found on page 12 of the L’Unità newspaper from 28 June 1993. 

Available from: 

https://ia902203.us.archive.org/view_archive.php?archive=/35/items/archivio_unita/L%27Unit%C3%A0_Archi

vio_Storico_Annuario_1993.rar&file=1993%2F19930628.pdf [Accessed 20 May 2025] 
173 Marco Rava, “Toscane: Un viaggio queer nelle province / Tuscans: A queer look at Tuscany’s counties,” 

QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…,  February 1994, 1994: 8. 
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of the same rights granted to married heterosexuals”174. The Stampa Flash of the № 1 May 

1993 issue, meanwhile, celebrated the successful establishment of the union counselling 

service against discrimination in the workplace carried out by Arci Gay Florence in 

collaboration with the Italian General Confederation of Labour (CGIL). Another development 

that was highlighted by the QUIR magazine as a cause for celebration was the organisation of 

the first Arci Gay Donna convention in May of 1993. The article offers an overview of what 

was discussed at the Convention, mentioning subjects such as the relationship of the lesbian 

movement to the more general women’s movement or that of civil unions and matrimony for 

gay couples, and concludes with a hopeful note that “the two basic objectives of the convention, 

a public validation and a means of strengthening our identity as a movement, were 

overwhelmingly met”175. Beyond merely reporting on the developments in Arci Gay, the 

magazine also informed the readers of how they could get involved in those initiatives and have 

their say. For example, in the article published in the № 7 January 1994 issue titled ‘Anche le 

lesbiche nel loro piccolo s’incazzano: Convegno nazionale Arci Gay Donna a Firenze’ / 

‘Raging Lesbians: The National Lesbian Convention held in Florence’, Valeria de Sanctis 

discusses the National Convention of Arci Gay Donna that took place in November of the 

previous year, informing the community of the topics discussed during the Convention, such 

as civil unions, paedophilia, or minority politics, serving once more as the source of 

information for the magazine’s readership. Importantly, however, she also invites “all groups 

interested to discuss our proposal in order to help give direction to the opinions and thoughts 

 
174 Stampa Flash, QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, December 1993, 

1993: 4.  
175 Graziella Bertozzo, “Convention Arci Gay Donna: Una nuova generazione in movimento / The Italian 

National Lesbian Association: The latest convention intitled “A New and Growing Generation”,” in: QUIR: il 

mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…,  June 1993, 1993: 23. 
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brought forth by the lesbians of Arci Gay and thus furthering the active collaboration to the 

movement”176.  

The inclusion of these achievements and suggestions for how the readers could get involved 

shows the magazine’s commitment to proving that the queer community exists, and that, no 

matter how isolated or disparate its members may feel, has people who are willing to fight for 

the improvement of their legal rights and wellbeing. This could be seen as a means of bolstering 

hope amongst the readership or even indirectly guiding the community towards a more engaged 

activism and political consciousness.  

Additionally, given the ongoing crisis caused by the AIDS pandemic, the QUIR magazine 

frequently included articles and PSAs on health. For example, the № 1 edition includes an 

article ‘Donne a rischio’ / ‘Women at risk’ by Mirella Sandonnini about the risk of breast 

cancer in women, covering everything from statistics and developments in treatment in Italy 

and abroad, to more practical information on who’s the most at risk, what to do, and where to 

turn for advice or treatment. Similarly, № 4 includes an article titled ‘Solidariet e Salute – il  

Consultorio per la salute omosessuale di Firenze’ (‘Solidarity and Health – the Florence’s 

Clinic for Homosexual Health’) by Riccardo Pieralli and Sandro Ocarina (Appendix 10). In it, 

the writers highlight the inadequate response of the national public health services to the AIDS 

crisis and the need that lacking response caused for the gay community to organise and fill that 

gap, resulting in structures like the Clinic that offer ‘self-help, from homosexual to 

homosexual’. This, combined with the interview with Mirella Sandonnini, the HIV/AIDS 

consultant at the Clinic (Appendix 11), helped inform the readership of the ongoing danger 

posed by the AIDS pandemic, as well as what constituted as ‘good practice’ behaviours – such 

 
176 Valeria de Sanctis, “Anche le lesbiche nel loro piccolo s’incazzano: Convegno nazionale Arci Gay Donna a 

Firenze / Raging Lesbians: The National Lesbian Convention held in Florence,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e 

cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…,  January 1994, 1994: 25-30. 
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as the practice of safe-sex and regular health checks – positioning the magazine as a point of 

reference and a repository of important information on queer life.   

 

3.3 A point of connection 

The magazine also built a sense of community through the facilitation of communication 

between the readers, whether through the magazine itself or in person. This was accomplished 

through the organisation of a writing competition QUIR-SQUILLE in the № 2 June 1993 issue, 

or the frequent mentions of gay-friendly establishments, both through its advertisements or the 

full-page PSAs such as in Appendix 7, or even through the publishing of information for those 

who wanted to explore alternatives to the ‘official’ meeting places and associations dedicated 

to gays and lesbians. An example of the latter can be found in an article titled ‘Trovarsi, 

incontrarsi, conoscersi: dove e come’ (‘Find each other, meet each other, and get to know each 

other: where and how’) in the № 2 issue, which delves into the practice of ‘cruising’177 and 

discusses the various places in Florence known for their popularity as sites of queer encounters. 

Each edition after № 0 also featured a section dedicated to Annunci (Announcements) which 

included a column for Personali (Personal) – an echo of the traditions of the American gay 

press of the 1960s to include sections for ‘classified ads’178 or ‘personals’179. These ‘Personali’ 

allowed for the magazine’s readers to express what they were looking for, be that friendship, 

companionship, or even romantic relationships. The sections dedicated to Dr. Love or Lettere 

also provided a forum for the magazine’s readers to write to both, the editorial team, as well as 

to other readers, often responding to letters that had been published in previous editions. A 

notable example of such an interaction can be found in the № 4 September 1993 issue 

 
177 Cruising – battuage in Italian – refers to (usually male) homosexuals scoping public places in order to look 

for sexual encounters with anonymous same-sex partners.  
178 Robert J. Glessing, The Underground Press in America (Indiana University Press, 1970), 92. 
179 Serby, “”Not to Produce Newspapers, but Committed Radicals”,” 7.  
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(Appendix 9), where ‘Maila M’ wrote to the QUIR magazine in response to a woman whose 

message to ‘Dr. Love’ had been included in the № 3 edition. In the № 3 issue, a woman 

anonymously asked for advice, revealing that she no longer had any will to live, and concluded 

by remarking that those living in Florence were incredibly fortunate to live in big city. The № 

4 ‘Dr. Love’ section included a response from ‘Maila M’ to the letter of the previous edition, 

in which ‘Maila M’ claimed that she’d like to help the other woman and asked that she not do 

‘anything stupid’. The whole response in Italian can be found in Appendix 9; however, for the 

purposes of discussing how the letter demonstrates the magazine’s function in building a 

community among its readership, the following section has been translated:  

 

Others taught me this and so I am passing it to you: life can be beautiful, it can also be pink, as 

long as you want it, as long as you have above all faith in yourself and in those people who 

want your happiness, but without hiding yourself, without hiding what you are, what we are. I 

know it is difficult but you will have to do it to be a truly happy person. If you want you can 

write to me; Arci Gay has my address and I authorize them to give it to you.  

 

Beyond merely reminding someone struggling with depression that life can be beautiful, the 

response also encapsulates the community spirit of ‘pay-it-forward’ – ‘Maila M’ acknowledges 

that someone had helped her in the past, and so she now offers to help someone else, both 

through words of encouragement and the offer of more personal communication. Thus, the 

QUIR magazine functioned not just as a repository of information for its readers, but also as a 

means for forming connections through the act of reading the same publication and being able 

to empathise with others over shared experiences. This shared practice ties back to Anderson’s 

theory of an ‘imagined community’ and his claim that “the members of even the smallest nation 

will never know most of their fellow-members”180 as, through the shared experience of reading 

the same magazine, the readers of QUIR had the opportunity to come into contact with their 

 
180 Anderson, Imagined Communities, 5-6. 
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peers through the magazine, and, as demonstrated by ‘Maila M’ inviting a complete stranger 

to contact her personally, even form bonds with them in real life.  

 

3.4 An appeal to social responsibility 

An important factor to consider when discussing the magazine’s contents is the fact that the 

QUIR magazine was written at a time where women’s presence in gay associations was steadily 

increasing, yet the overall political and activist participation of the members of these 

associations was in decline.  

The reason for this decline is addressed in the № 2 June 1993 issue. Firstly, in the article 

‘Orgoglio gay dall' America all'ltalia "Muro di pietra" o muro di gomma?’ / ‘Gay Pride from 

America to Italy: Stonewall or Rubberwall?’ (Appendix 12) Peci claims that the reason why 

the Italian gay community is “un-organised and un-united” is because there are no laws banning 

homosexuality in the country. She asserts that “not even Mussolini dared during his fascist 

regime, to openly punish homosexuality” and that even the Catholic Church “puts 

homosexuality as being all right just as long as one does not practise it”. This claim is in 

accordance with Pasquini’s observation that the absence of a homosexual movement in Italy in 

the 1960s was due to the fact that “Italian law did not explicitly consider homosexual acts as a 

crime”181. Peci also states that the Italian form of oppression was an ‘abstract’ one, rather than 

the real, physical enemy of police brutality, ‘fag-bashings’, or homophobic politicians that the 

American gays and lesbians had to fight against; as a result of this abstract enemy, she 

concludes that Italians “have a harder social battle to fight than our brave American colleagues 

because we don't even realize that there's any battle to be fought”182. These claims were briefly 

 
181 Dario Pasquini, Con Rabbia Felice, 26. 
182 Nina Peci, “Orgoglio gay dall' America all'ltalia: "Muro di pietra" o muro di gomma? / Gay Pride from 

America to Italy: Stonewall or Rubberwall,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non 

solo…, June 1993, 1993: 5-7. 
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challenged by the homosexual movement that emerged in the early 1970s, but, as has been 

elaborated in Chapter 2, even the militant activism of F.U.O.R.I was short-lived. This fault was 

also picked up in the № 2 issue, in the section ‘Thaughts’183 by Elena Innocenti (Appendix 13) 

where she claims that a lot of the women who participated in the Convention had not lived 

through the feminist movements of the 1970s and had instead been moulded in the 1980s, “with 

all its laziness, fallen ideals, the ‘go with the flow’ attitudes, and with its new values like the 

family, a place in the sun”. Innocenti thus seconds the lack of militancy in the gay and lesbian 

groups of the 1990s, a phenomenon which proves in-line with Della Porta’s discussion of the 

structure of the social movements of the time184.  

Nevertheless, the magazine makes the efforts to mobilise its readership against complacency. 

On multiple occasions, when the readers wrote to the magazine to complain about a lack of 

queer-friendly spaces in their hometowns, the editors reminded them of the power of the 

individual in making a difference for the community. For example, the № 3 July/August issue 

includes a letter from a reader (Appendix 6) in which he – Francesco – says that there is an 

‘almost complete lack of gay spaces’ in Florence, and those that exist are ‘poorly managed, too 

expensive, or do not allow for any other encounters than those of the sexual kind’. In response, 

the magazine’s editors agree with some of his points, noting that most gay spaces are managed 

by heterosexuals, or that there is not even a space specifically for lesbians in the city. However, 

they then insist that the blame lies partially with the members of the queer community, who 

are quick to point out faults in whatever new queer-led initiative that emerges. The most 

important part of the message, however, is the reminder that: “tu stesso potresti contribuire a 

migliorarli”185 (‘you, yourself, could help improve them [the existing queer spaces]’), showing 

the power of individual action. Another message in a similar spirit appears in the № 11 May 

 
183 Likely a typographical error of ‘Thoughts’.  
184 Della Porta, “Social Movements,” 647-649. 
185 Lettere, QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, July/August 1993, 1993: 5. 
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1994 issue in the form of an open letter by Jean Gorges d’Hoste titled ‘Lettera ad un amico 

gay mai nato’ / ‘Letter to an Unborn Gay friend’186 which addresses an unborn gay person, 

asking them to be proud of being gay. The letter acknowledges that not everyone will be able 

to be proud publicly, whether for personal or professional reasons, but goes on to say that they 

should still “make a greater, more pondered commitment within the organization of Arci 

Gay/Arci Lesbica” as one’s life as a gay person “must reflect moral and cultural commitment, 

not just a specific sexual choice”. They also remind that “Arci Gay Health Centre needs your 

help, ideas, or whatever you know how to do best” and the concluding line entreats: “So, come 

on, you young ones and not so young ones: hang up your slippers and join in!” 187.  

The reminders that sexual identity is not just sexuality but also a cultural commitment served 

to encourage the readers to take an active interest in their community and work continuously 

to improve the lives of queer individuals.  

The calls to get involved were not limited to involvement in public spaces or health centres, 

however. On occasion, the writers and editors also appealed to the readers to get involved 

politically to support their community, though with the title of the magazine being ‘il mensile 

di vita e cultura gay e lesbica’, they seldom took explicit political stances. Instead, they 

published resorting to open letters or emotive appeals to the social responsibility of their 

readers, such as the Editorial in  № 5 titled ‘Il diritto del più forte’ / The Right of the Strongest’ 

by Emme Esse188, an open letter to ‘Minister Contri’, the Italian Minister of Social Affairs 

about revising the adoption law to also include unmarried, single individuals. The letter 

criticises the Minister’s refusal to modify the law and the social perception that there are ‘two 

classes of people’ who can adopt: the grade A class composed of the “married and physically 

 
186 The title of which echoes the Lettera a un bambino mai nato written by the Florentine journalist Oriana 

Fallaci in 1975 
187 Jean Gorges d’Hoste, “Lettera ad un amico gay mai nato” / “Letter to an Unborn Gay friend,” QUIR: il 

mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, May 1994, 1994: 20.  
188 Confirmed as a pseudonym, real name unknown. 
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sane” and the grade B class comprising the “non-bodily abled, HIV+, singles, faggots, dykes, 

etc”189 and reveals the Italian law’s unequal treatment of those who fall outside of its 

‘heterosexual hegemony’190. A similar open letter titled ‘La mia Ghinea’ / ‘My Guinea’ by 

Andrea Baldi was published in the № 9 March 1994 edition (Appendix 14): this one addressed 

to an unnamed candidate of the Italian progressive front, explaining the onerous position of 

queer voters; one where a vote for a progressive candidate is not a vote for the candidate, but 

against their more conservative opponents. Both letters reveal the political difficulties of the 

queer community and inform the readership of the political developments in their country.  

Some articles discuss politics more explicitly. For example, the importance of maintaining a 

political consciousness even with the increasing international recognition of minority rights is 

introduced in the first edition in 1993: № 0 hosts an article titled ‘Gli Ayatollah prossimi 

venturi; In Italia non c’e solo Tangentopoli e l’operazione mani pulite, anche se noi, gay e 

lesbiche…’ (‘The Next Ayatollahs: In Italy, with Tangentopoli and Operation Clean Hands on 

our minds, gays and lesbians…’). In that article, Maria Perez191 informs the readers about the 

Amato government’s plans to change certain civil rights laws192 in the chaos of the Clean Hands 

scandals and cautions the gay and lesbian community not to consider itself separate from the 

other minorities, warning them not to allow the increased media attention being given to 

homosexuality to make them complacent, demonstrating a very intersectional approach for the 

Italian public of the time. The intersectionality of Perez’s approach could be ascribed to 

familiarity with other movements outside of Italy or to a desire to counter “the structures of 

 
189 Emme Esse, “Il diritto del più forte / The Right of the Strongest,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e 

lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, October/November 1993, 1993: 3.  
190 Nardi, “The Globalization of the Gay & Lesbian Socio-Political Movement,” 576. 
191 Confirmed as a pseudonym, real name unknown.  
192 The law referred to in the article is the Legge 5 giugno 1990 n. 135 which pertained to the public health 

service’s strategy in the fight against AIDS.  

For more information, see: Legge 5 giugno 1990, n. 135, “Legge-Programma di interventi urgenti per la 

prevenzione e la lotta contro l‘AIDS”, Gazzetta Ufficiale della Repubblica Italiana, 8 June 1990, n. 132, 1990: 

5. 
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male patriarchy, heteronormativity, and capitalism”193 present in society of the time. 

Nevertheless, in her words, “it is necessary, as a homosexual community, to remember our 

history, how hard and tragic gay life in this country was up until twenty years ago” and to “stop 

taking for granted the small amount of freedom we’ve managed to obtain”, reminding the 

readership that the future of that freedom is “very fragile”194.  

The reminders of the fragility of the situation of queer rights and appeal to social responsibility 

is repeated in the № 7 January 1994 edition in the article ‘Etruria Felix: Il voto queer alla 

ricerca dell’uomo (o donna) giusti’ / ‘Etruria Felix: The queer vote for the right man (or 

woman)’ which discusses the politics of the Lega Nord and the need for queer lobbying and an 

increased queer presence at local and national elections. The article addresses how 

‘scandalised’ the Italian gay press had been when confronted with the lobbying carried out by 

the American gay and lesbian movement, viewing political action alongside left-wing 

candidates as something “dirty and vulgar that risked soiling the ‘purity’ of the gay 

movement”195. Yet, that same article insists that the presence of an Italian queer lobby, made 

possible by the change to the electoral system, and the “effort of every single homosexual 

citizen to make his voice heard and to use the weapon of his vote” are the only ways to ensure 

a Florence that is prosperous and respectful of its citizens’ rights.  

The № 9 edition, published between the adoption of the Roth Report and before the March 

1994 elections, also appeals to the sense of collective responsibility established by the concept 

of community. In an article titled ‘Voto a rendere, Ovvero: il nuovo come politica dei ‘porci 

 
193 Jetté, “Public History and Sexuality,” 499.  
194 Maria Perez, “Gli Ayatollah prossimi venturi; In Italia non c’è solo Tangentopoli e l’operazione mani pulite, 

anche se noi, gay e lesbiche… / ‘The Next Ayatollahs: In Italy, with Tangentopoli and Operation Clean Hands 

on our minds, gays and lesbians…,” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, 

April 1993,1993: 19. 
195 Maria Perez, “Etruria Felix: Il voto queer alla ricerca dell’uomo (o donna) giusti / Etruria Feliz The queer 

vote for the right man (or woman),” QUIR: il mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, 

January 1994, 1994: 23. 
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comodi’ / ‘Recycled votes: is the new just a comfortable return of the same old same old?’, 

Maria Perez reiterates the fragility of the freedoms the Italian queer community could claim, 

reminding the readers that the past fifty years had made Italians into “citizens without rights, 

forced to asking politicians and administrators for ‘favours’”. She then appeals to the 

readership to challenge this status quo and do their civic duty to ensuring that Italy gets the 

Progressives in government in the 1994 elections, since, “as queers”, they have a duty to 

challenge the stagnant political situation. She concludes with an encouraging:  

Let's get informed in each precinct about our candidate's platform. Let's use some of our free-

time to go hear the candidates speak and even question their platform it seems to be weak in 

civil rights. Let's observe how much of a moralist he or she may be: after all, there's left and 

left and progressive and progressive and one may consider himself such even though he feels 

that "homosexual" is a dirty word not to be pronounced in public in front of an audience. 

In the same edition, Elena Innocenti acknowledges that while it is sometimes hard to determine 

where, or whether, a gay and lesbian community exists in Italy, or if it can be considered a 

driving political factor, gay, lesbian and bisexual people “share common political interests” 

and as such ought to “give space to queer political reflections”. She concludes with a buoying 

admission that:  

I don’t believe we are citizens who just happen to be gay, but rather gay citizens and therefore 

taken into consideration as thus socially and politically as electors196.  

As can be seen from the above cases where the magazine appealed to its queer readership’s 

sense of collective responsibility born out of a shared history and culture, though the QUIR 

magazine was significantly less militant than the radical publications of the 1970s, the few 

political articles they published were intended to rouse the magazine’s readership into 

awareness and participation. Through emotive language, collective identity (‘we Italian 

queers’, ‘as queers’, ‘as gays and lesbians’), and appeals to a sense of collective responsibility, 

 
196 Elena Innocenti, “L’insopportabile pesantezza del voto / The Unbearable Heaviness of Voting,” QUIR: il 

mensile di vita e cultura gay e lesbica fiorentina e non solo…, March 1994, 1994: 2. 
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the writers and editors simultaneously fostered a spirit of community and tried to use their 

community to secure a better future for queer individuals.  

 

3.5 A tool to take back power 

In the № 2 June 1993 Riflessioni section (Appendix 10), Innocenti discusses the gravity of the 

Arci Gay Donna Convention deciding to change the name to Arci Gay Lesbica, calling the 

choice a political act, not just a formality, since “calling everyone just ‘gay’ hides the 

dichotomy between the two separate realities” and, even more importantly, “what isn’t said 

doesn’t exist”. This highlights the importance that labels have for the queer community, and 

the role of self-determination in the fight for minority rights. 

In the interview (Appendix 1), Peci admits that the Queer Nation-inspired ideal of taking back, 

reclaiming harmful words was one of the motivations for the QUIR magazine using slurs in its 

articles. Another reason, as she explains, was to antagonise- both the queer and heterosexual 

readership accessing the magazine. In her words, it was important for the readers to understand 

what it feels like to be called those slurs, and hoped that the heterosexual readers might hesitate 

before using those terms against members of the queer community in the future.  

Perhaps predictably, slurs were most commonly included in the articles which demanded an 

emotional response, or when highlighting the differences between the Italian queer scene and 

that of other countries. For example, in № 10 in the article ‘È una cosa personale’ / ‘It’s a 

personal thang’ (Appendix 15), Peci discusses her reaction upon walking into a bar and hearing 

one of the patrons say ‘“Se avessi un figlio buco lo ammazzerei!”’ / ‘“If I had a faggot for a 

son, I'd kill him!”’, followed by the response from the owner ‘"meglio buco che drogato!" / 

‘”better a faggot than a junkie!”’197. By showing that this sort of language was still actively 
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used even by the “neighbourhood everyday person”, the magazine not only highlights the need 

for a movement to fight for the community’s rights so that they will no longer be so casually 

discouraged, but also the importance of reclaiming words that had been used against members 

of the community and rewriting their meanings so that they can be used to unite, rather than 

target, the queer community. Additionally, by including material meant to elicit an emotional 

response, the QUIR magazine followed in the steps of FUORI! and used anger or indignation 

as a means of uniting the community and spurring the readership into more active participation 

through their emotional response, thus creating an ‘emotional community’ with its use of slurs. 

Another context in which the magazine used slurs was to highlight the differences between the 

Italian queer community, both on the national and international levels. In a humorous article 

titled ‘Fiorentini: istruzioni per l'uso, Guida ragionata per i turisti’ / ‘Florentines: instructions 

for use, A turists' guide’, offers a simultaneously ‘helpful’ and satirical guide to navigating the 

Florentine nightlife, dating scene, and attitudes to sexual difference. In the article, Maria Perez 

claims that “’faggots’ have always been part of local folklore” in Florence, adding that “no one 

will bother you if you’re publicly affectionate with your loved one”. However, she warns 

against “wearing an explicit t-shirt like ‘proud to be a faggot’” (‘sono frocio e me ne vanto’ in 

the Italian text), claiming that it would be judged an ”unsupportable provocation” even by the 

queer community as the “gays and lesbians of Florence aren’t known for their courage”, which 

ties back to the historical argument of ‘public morality’ discussed in Chapter 2.1. Similarly, an 

article titled ‘Toscane: un viaggio queer nelle province’ / ‘Tuscans: a queer look at Tuscany’s 

counties’ in the № 8 February 1994 edition also highlights the relationship between location 

and language. In it, Marco Rava discusses the differences between homosexuality in the big, 

metropolitan cities and the small, provincial towns and villages, claiming that places like San 

Miniato or Fucecchio don’t “offer anything to gays”, a point that could be made about many 

other small towns outside of Italy. Still, Rava notes that even in places like San Miniato or 
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Fucecchio, “there are gays”, though, importantly, he points out that they likely do not think of 

themselves as ‘gay’ but ‘finocchi’ (‘fairies’) seeing as the word ‘gay’ in the medieval streets of 

rural neighbourhoods sounds “terribly foreign, English, and out of place”. This observation 

reveals the internalised homophobia that those born outside of the big cities often grow up with 

and emphasises the need for self-determination and being able to choose the labels one wishes 

to be known by. Additionally, the linguistic disparity highlighted by Rava reveals the 

differences in the attitudes and culture that existed in the small, provincial towns and the big 

cities. In the bigger cities, with access to international publications and a more elaborated queer 

‘culture’ and movement, queer individuals used slurs to refer to themselves as means of 

reclaiming power over those words; in the small towns, meanwhile, they used those terms 

because it was the only language available to them.  

Thus, a magazine like QUIR, offering multiple perspectives both from within Italy and abroad, 

functions both as a source of information on the many different queer realities and identity 

terms, a safe space for people to explore what terms might describe them best, and a source of 

impetus for the queer community to reclaim power from the mainstream.  

Yet the arguably most important article for the purposes of this work published within the time 

period under study is the Editorial celebrating the first anniversary of the QUIR magazine that 

was published in the № 11 edition of May 1994 (Appendix 16). Firstly, the Editorial reiterates 

the goals of the magazine: to give voice to the various factions within the queer world; create 

a more unified community; and promote Italian queer culture abroad. The Editorial also states 

for the first time the magazine’s desire to create a “resource of queer culture among ourselves” 

through the collection and publication of the “ideas, opinions, and experiences” of its 

readership. Also included are some of the responses to the magazine over the first year of its 

publication, and, per Peci, they ranged from “’it’s the most intelligent magazine in all of Italy’” 

to “it’s disgusting’”, showing the diversity of the viewpoints within the community and the 
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difficulty inherent in producing something that represents and pleases that diversity. The 

Editorial also celebrates the impact that the success of the QUIR magazine has had on the local 

and national community, citing the opening of more local queer venues through the 

collaboration of the various groups within the queer community, as well as QUIR’s role in 

inspiring other queer groups across Italy to also start their own magazines and newsletters.  

The Editorial concludes with the reiteration of QUIR’s goal to embrace diversity and “put an 

end to this futile battle of the sexes” as well as “break down the ‘separatisms’” within the 

community, thereby “creating a unified and stronger queer voice within society at large”. To 

that end, Peci recalls the ongoing problem of largely homosexual representation within the 

magazine, adding that the editors would like to hear more from “transvestites, transsexuals, 

bisexuals, HIV+'s and people with Aids” as those are “often ostracized more painfully by other 

queers than by society at large” and states that QUIR’s goal is to be an “instrument for breaking 

down these barriers”.  
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Chapter 4: Conclusion 

As evidenced in the Findings, the QUIR magazine served as a point of information, connection, 

and organisation for its readers. Through the inclusion of news on the  developments in queer 

rights in other countries, it succeeded in offering its readership not only a target to strive 

towards, but also a point of connection, creating a sense of community not just with other queer 

readers in Italy, but also abroad. Additionally, thanks to the magazine, those from smaller 

towns who may have felt isolated in their hometowns were able to learn of and interact with 

other people in similar situations, combating the isolation that queer individuals often 

experience198. Moreover, the Calendario section including dates and locations for queer events, 

whether organised through Arcigay or independently, allowed those who could make it to the 

city of Florence to meet in person with those they interacted with through the medium of the 

magazine. The magazine’s international approach also exposed its readers to concepts that had 

not yet emerged in Italy by that point, such as the importance of reclaiming language that had 

been used harmfully in the past. Overall, this work argues that the QUIR magazine built a 

community on difference. Through publishing material written by readers even if they did not 

agree with it, the editors highlighted the diversity of the voices within the queer community, 

rather than trying to suppress it, which, in turn, encouraged the attitude that there was no one 

single way to be queer and created a safe space for those who felt ostracised from mainstream 

society. This approach of unity-through-difference renders the QUIR magazine unprecedently 

intersectional for its time and location, calling for the sort of unified queer community that is 

difficult to find even thirty years later. Although one has to bear in mind that the use of 

pseudonyms and the anonymity of the writers, both for the articles and the letters, makes it 

difficult to confirm the veracity of some of the material, the fact that one can nonetheless 
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identify distinct writing styles in the magazine shows that QUIR was not the product of a single 

person, nor the result of transplanting foreign ideology into the Italian context. This, in turn, 

lends itself to this work’s argument that the QUIR magazine was both product and producer of 

Italian public history, as mentioned in the Introduction.  

Being built on the tradition of FUORI! and similar publications both in and outside of Italy, 

the magazine was a product of the earlier precedent of homophile and homosexual movement 

press. Additionally, through serving as a repository for the diverse views, ambitions and 

experiences of its readership, it was also a product of the local community, its reader-written 

content offering a genuine reflection of the Florentine socio-political and cultural context. 

However, the magazine was also a producer of public history as it was created with the aim of 

exporting it beyond Italy’s borders, which, combined with Peci’s admission that she intended 

for the magazine to ‘educate’ foreign visitors on the nature of the Italian queer community199 

led to its positioning as a primary source on the contemporary character of the Florentine queer 

community.  

Although only the first year of the magazine’s production is represented in this study (1993-

1994), the magazine only lasted three more years, as it was terminated in the summer of 1997. 

Per Peci, this was due to the excessive politicisation and homogenisation of the views being 

expressed between its pages, which led to it no longer serving its purpose as a repository for 

the diversity of the voices within the Italian queer community. With the fracturing of Arcigay, 

those involved in the QUIR magazine lost the common ground that their membership in 

Arcigay had provided, and the birth of Arcilesbica, Azione gay e lesbica, and the health-

oriented IREOS only furthered these divisions. This fracture evidences both Peci and 

Benadusi’s claims about the Italian queer community’s need for a clear target against which to 
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unite. In the 1970s, the initial impetus for the gay movement came from the article by Andrea 

Romero in La Stampa; in the 1980s, from the need step up where the state was failing with the 

response to the AIDS crisis. It could be argued that the ‘target’ of the 1990s was the increasing 

political polarisation and the shift to the right that Italy was experiencing, resulting in a need 

for a ‘unity in adversity’ approach. However, given that Berlusconi’s Forza Italia did not 

actively target homosexuals in its two years in power, and the April 1996 elections saw the 

return of the centre-left with the victory of Romano Prodi (even though it only lasted for two 

years), the community that the QUIR magazine was being written by – and for – fractured 

among ideological fault lines, much like their predecessors in the 1970s, once there was no 

longer a concrete ‘threat’ to their continued existence. 

Finally, while my work contributes to the literature on the 1990s Italian queer community, it is 

by no means exhaustive. I suggest that it would be beneficial to study the topic further, for 

example by analysing the entirety of the QUIR collection, rather than only the first year of 

publication to see how the views expressed between the magazine’s pages changed overtime. 

Another potential avenue for further study could be an oral history project aimed at analysing 

the reception of the magazine at the time. This could be done by interviewing those involved 

in the Florentine queer community but not in the production of the QUIR magazine, with the 

aim of exploring whether the magazine truly reflected the “organic growth of the Italian 

movement”200 or whether some of its editorial choices were made with the conscious 

consideration of the international readership and the desire to represent the Italian community 

as ‘more queer’ than it necessarily was.  
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Appendices 

Matylda Rentflejsz: I just wanted to confirm that you’re alright with the audio of this 

interview being recorded.  

Nina Peci: Yes.  

M.R: Would you mind telling me a little about yourself and how you came to be in 

Florence in the 1990s?  

N.P: My name is Nina Peci, I am originally from San Diego in California and I came to Milan 

in 1988 to get my Masters in Advertising and Communications. I worked in Milan for three 

years and then in 1991 I moved to Florence for love; I met a woman from Florence and I 

followed her down here and I've been here ever since.  

M.R: What did you do in the States before you came to Italy? 

N.P: I was a student, graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Design in 1986 from UCLA and I 

worked two years as a graphic artist, saving up money so I could come abroad. I had always 

wanted to come to Italy or Europe in general as I am a first generation immigrant.  

I wasn't involved in the gay movement in the States up until my Senior Year of university, but 

I lived in West Hollywood, in the gay area of town and had lots of gay friends who I used to 

go to Pride with and hang out with. But then my friends started dying of AIDS. So I was very 

active that way, with the awareness campaigns and safe sex campaigns, and I even volunteered 

for some hospices at the time because a lot of those people were dying all alone. My last year 

before moving to Italy I was involved in Queer Nation, a big gay visibility movement that was 

parallel to ACT UP [whose slogan was] ‘we’re here, we’re queer, get used to it’. We would do 

a lot of civil disobedience; public actions to annoy people; it was fun, it was good trouble, so 

to speak.  

So then when I came to Milan, I got in touch with local gay groups and Giovanni dall’Orto, 

from the Centro di Documentazione Omosessuale in Milan, and he had me bring books and 

magazines and anything I could get my hands on and fit into my suitcase without it being 

overweight. We had a little lesbian group there, with Rita Faustini; we started working for the 

AIDS hotline that was set up, the Consultorio for suicide prevention, AIDS prevention, coming 

out issues, trans issues, whoever it was calling, we were trained to offer peer-to-peer help. So 

Appendix 1:  Interview with Nina Peci, Florence, May 6 2025 
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it naturally grew into good trouble in Milan and then I came to Florence and started with Arci 

Gay Firenze and continued my work in activism. One of the biggest ones was starting the 

magazine QUIR.  

M.R: Would you say that your trajectory before coming to Florence influenced you in 

making the magazine?  

N.P: Yes, I think. What influenced me to make that kind of magazine was first of all, on a very 

personal, selfish level, I wanted to have some creative space graphically, do my own thing, as 

I was working for agencies and working for graphic design studios so we had to follow what 

the clients wanted and I couldn't express myself graphically.  

And I was also attracted to the ‘zine’ look that was coming out of other militant groups. David 

Carson's work in England1 attracted me -  that was kind of post-punk, very full-on, playing 

around with different fonts and images - so I wanted to do something like that. And that 

combined with the growing pains with the Arci Gay group: we were getting trans, we were 

getting a lot of the original feminist separatists. There were a lot of voices and growing pains 

that we needed to work on. Some people wanted to still concentrate mostly on health issues, 

other people wanted to do more activism and gay rights, so we were lots of voices and I just 

wanted to make an outlet for it.  

And then also the fact that I wanted to do it in English because I would notice that people would 

come visit from abroad and they knew nothing about Italian gay history. I don’t know whether 

they had in their head that Italy was this third-world, backwards country, but I wanted to export 

Italian queer history. So that's why we did it also in English, as best as we could.  

M.R: Thank you. In general, what was Florence like in the nineties?  

N.P: Oh, it was brilliant. It was actually a lot better than it is now for the queer movement. I 

know there were lots of clubs, lots of gay and lesbian nights going on, some underground 

scenes. Musically, it was very... I think it had a good vibe. I can't remember the names of these 

places, but they're historic and you could talk to any older person in Florence, they’ve heard of 

them. And it was a very fun time. Almost every Friday or Saturday night there was some place 

you could go, a gay night or a queer-oriented type of event. There was much more to offer than 

there is now. I think that what’s happened is that the apps have killed the nightlife. You mostly 

went out to these places to meet people and have fun, now you can just swipe left or right. 

Though I think it's a phenomenon that’s almost anywhere, any group really.  
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M.R: Would you say that the general public was aware of this underground scene or the 

nightlife?  

I wouldn't say it was completely underground, but if you knew, you knew. And I think a lot of 

open-minded heterosexual friends would come hang out as well because it was a cool place to 

hang out. We didn't really care about being seen, not seen…It wasn't completely underground 

at all. It was just cool, you know? 

M.R: So there wasn't any sort of danger in being seen? 

N.P: Not really, no. I mean, you still had the verbal harassment. For the women, a lot of women, 

lesbians hanging out, especially in places like out in Viareggio, like at Mamma Mia Beach and 

the nightclubs that they had there, they started getting more and more heterosexuals going there 

and harassing, especially the women. Towards the end it kind of got unpleasant. But usually 

not.  

You had people who got beat up, of course, like you get now. You had the name calling, if you 

dressed a certain way. The first big pride parade that we had was I think in 1993, or 1994 in 

Rome. It was for the Jubileo2 and 10,000 people came, so that was a big deal back then. And I 

think there were people dressed normally, just like people not dressed normally. And for us it 

was okay, but of course what gets printed in the newspapers were the people that were a little 

bit more flamboyant with their self-expression. So that kind of started, I think, a lot of 

homophobia. Like, why is that guy in chaps and leather? 

So yes, I mean, it happens. It still happens. Those are still the photos that are getting in the 

newspapers; it sells more. 

M.R: When you started QUIR, did you have any specific inspirations for the magazine? 

My inspiration were other queer zines that were coming out of the States. One in particular that 

I loved was called Cunt3. It was a kind of punk, feminist, lesbian take-back-the-word, take-

back-our-sexuality, it's our word, it's our body part, it's our sexuality. It was so hardcore, it was 

in your face. Like I mentioned earlier, David Carson from Britain was doing some really ‘in 

your face’ type graphics that had never been seen. I liked that kind of energy. I'm an ex-punk, 

and I think inside I'm still a punk. So I wanted to kind of mirror that kind of energy and that 

anger, but put it to good use. 
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M.R: What did you think about the sexually-explicit magazines that used to circulate in 

the 70s? Was it something that you supported and wanted to also have in QUIR? Or were 

you more along the later angle of not commodifying sexuality? 

N.P: I've never really thought about it. When I first came out, I did a lot of research and read 

up on my history and I understood why it was so explicit, why it was so important to reclaim 

our spaces and to show people that we are having sex, we're having gay sex. And yes, it was a 

mostly male-dominated movement at the time, but I think it was important to also show that 

women can take control of their bodies and have fun and we do have sexual pleasure and, you 

know, calling a magazine Cunt is-  

I remember they were talking about safe sex for women and they actually pasted into the 

magazine- it was photocopied and stapled together- but they had a rubber glove, like, “okay, 

use a rubber glove”. Then they were talking about dental dams and other things that were 

unheard of at the time. And I loved it. I wanted to do something similar, maybe not so ‘in your 

face’. 

I don't think that in Italy it was the right hubris for that. We still had the Catholic Church, sex 

was- you know. But we did publish a lot of sexually-explicit material, but more towards health 

and more towards the scenes; it was kind of in its cultural context, not just to be obnoxious. 

Although some issues were. Some of the covers might have been a little bit ‘in your face’. 

M.R: You mentioned that Cunt and the writers of that magazine were also thinking of 

taking back the word and taking back ownership over the body, sexuality. Did the 

initiative of the writers of Cunt impact your choice also to use ‘queer’ as a term in the 

magazine? 

N.P: Yeah, I embraced the word ‘queer’ because of us who worked with Queer Nation because 

it was another example of taking- owning- derogatory words, taking it back. Like the whole 

ACT UP taking the pink triangle and reclaiming it as your own and that's something that I 

appreciate a lot. 

I know there are a lot of gay, lesbian people my age that still don't want to be called queer 

because that's what they were called when they were getting beat up as children and they don't 

want to have anything to do with that word. But I just thought it was a good umbrella term, at 

the time, to include anyone that wasn't fitting the norm of what you were ‘supposed to be’; 

heterosexual, cis-gender... Now I don't know. Now I think it's gotten out of hand, it became 
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cool. Everyone’s queer; you dye your hair blue, you're queer, so let's get involved. And, you 

know, that’s great. But what bothers me is that it's taken away from the actual point of a 

community and fighting for rights. 

Not everybody is political nowadays, which is okay, but they also do need to appreciate the 

work that we've done, the foundation that we've laid, the fact that so many people come out to 

any kind of pride event, Gay, Straight, whatever, we have a lot of support in the general public. 

I think that's also thanks to the visibility that we did, the laws that we tried to get passed, the 

civil unions- at least we have that. I think that's just what happens when you're not that 

oppressed. You're not at risk of any physical harm — it's fun. I think we've got to keep our 

guard up because once it doesn't become fun anymore, we have a situation like we did in the 

States with Stonewall, I think a lot of those people are going to wash their hair dye out and 

become ‘normal’, ‘not queer’. And that's where we'll have to take over again. 

M.R: When you used the word ‘queer’ here in Italy, in Florence, for the magazine and in 

the articles, did you try to emphasise the political use of the word in the States? Did you 

try to bring the legacy of the word here? 

N.P: I did to a certain point, because I didn't want to be accused of the typical American trying 

to impose her culture on others. I was very respectful of Italian culture. Which is why I also 

spelled it how an Italian would spell queer (i.e. ‘quir’). I didn't want to say “this is the best way 

to do it because this is how we've done it in the States”; I was very aware of the cultural 

differences and what was needed and what the voices were here; I wasn’t not trying to impose 

any standard that wasn't coming from the organic growth of the Italian movement.  

M.R: Did you ever get accused of transplanting the ideology?  

N.P: At the beginning I did. I published a number zero, kind of like a sample copy of what 

became the first issue, which was number zero. I got some nasty anonymous note pinned up to 

the to the draft that I had posted at the Arci Gay center, criticizing the fact that it was in English. 

I think it was probably just stupid jealousy from people that said, “oh look, Nina's doing 

something cool, let's hate it”. And if it was you doing something cool, they would have hated 

that. I still have that letter somewhere. I saved it. I have an archive at home. I think I know who 

wrote it. But I didn't care. I still went on with it. I think overall it was very much appreciated. 

I had a lot of support from a lot of people. 
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M.R: I’ve read that a lot of ‘alternative’ or ‘underground’ magazines - especially those 

that chose not to charge for their magazines - depended on volunteers for office space, 

printing, copy editing, distribution, all those things. How was the production of QUIR 

organized and financed? 

N.P: It was self-financed, through distribution in all the clubs and gay bars and we asked people 

to donate if they took a copy: “Can you give us a thousand lire?” so that we could cover printing 

costs. We sold advertising space to the few brave people that didn't mind being seen in a queer 

magazine. We all worked at home on it. I had a computer at home, a Macintosh, that I was 

laying it out and designing it on in my free time.  

And then we'd meet up maybe about weekly to go over the translations. And we had a queer 

group that we met to publish it. And then we went around distributing it, we mailed it… It was 

just kind of self-financed. The biggest cost, of course, was the printing. But we were able to 

cover it. And I wasn't worried about making a profit, it was just to cover printing costs.  

I called it “guerrilla graphics” because back then we needed it, it was done in black-and-white 

on purpose to cost less and the film that we produced to make the printing plates I kind of 

bootlegged down at the place I was working at at the time. I feel a bit bad about it because the 

guy was a nice guy, a good guy, but you know, you do that. You do that with guerrilla graphics. 

M.R: And approximately, if you remember, how many copies of each edition did you 

make? 

N.P: I think we started off a thousand copies, because we not only distributed it around here, 

but we mailed it all around Italy to all the Arci Gay centres, as well as abroad to gay and lesbian 

centres that we were in contact with. And then I think, like I said, towards the end it got less, 

maybe about 500 copies. I really don't remember because it was all cash in hand, so I don't 

have any official record of it. 

M.R: Approximately how many people were involved in the writing? I saw that you 

invited the readers to also send their own materials and their own articles, but I noted 

that there were a few recurring names in each edition.  

N.P: Yeah, we had, I think there were three of us that were working on the actual magazine, 

three or four of us monthly (n.b. in the editorial team). We all took on two names, our real 

name and our fake name, to make the group look bigger than it was. And then we had people 

that just loved to write; they loved the fact that they had a voice and they would write almost 
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every month. We had someone who was really into film, so they would do film reviews. We 

had book reviews. We had the guy that was writing about religion, I think that was his area of 

study and he loved to have that venue to publish. We had a psychologist, Mirella Sandonnini, 

that used to write a lot about mental health as well as physical health and other cultural events. 

So, the idea was that it was supposed to be “for the people, of the people” and that's what it 

was pretty much up until the end.  

When it started getting a bit too many of the same people writing the same views, that's when 

I killed it. That was one of the reasons. The other reason was it was getting too big to maintain 

the way that it was - it was something that you either made professional, with people doing it 

for a job, getting paid, getting it registered and getting it ‘legal’. But then I feel it would have 

lost its feel. So I said, okay, kill it in its prime and it'll become a legacy, and that's exactly what 

it's become. 

M.R: Thank you. I also had a related question: why did the publications become more 

sporadic towards the end?  

N.P: It was taking a lot of energy and effort and time out of people's lives. Like I said, this was 

all done on our own spare time so we all had full-time jobs and you’d get home and do this and 

then go out at night and go around the clubs getting money and collecting. I think it also became 

harder and harder to collect material, and the original people that had been in the group moved 

away, so then we started publishing once every two months, until the last year when I think we 

only did about five or six copies.  

M.R: And of the core team of writers, were you all of a similar age and background, or 

was it a diverse group?  

N.P: It was pretty diverse. We had, like I said, the people that were interested in getting their 

voice out there, that loved to write, so that was always helpful. And then towards the end, it 

was getting to be almost too political, but not political in terms of gay and lesbian rights. It's 

kind of like the beginning of what the movement is now, where they're doing everything but 

concentrating on queer rights.  

Of course, if somebody comes out with a homophobic statement, they're on it, but that's not 

their main argument. And it just got risky that it was going to get too one-sided. So, again, that 

was part of the reason also.  
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And Arci Gay was splitting up. There was a big schism in the whole group where we had 

people that wanted to break away from the whole health, Consultorio aspect of it, and gay 

rights aspect, and they were getting more and more into politics in general. Very left-wing, 

combining workers' rights with the gay movement, which is fine- there are overlaps, and that 

would have made an interesting article. 

But it just wasn't... That's what kind of broke up Arci Gay at the time. I remember we all just 

broke up. Now there's a new Arci Gay Firenze. It's been around now for like six, seven, eight 

years now. And then the group that broke off, Azione Gay e Lesbica4, that’s still going. The 

group that wanted to do Consultorio was IREOS- in fact I was one of the co-founders of IREOS, 

and then I left pretty soon after it got on its feet. And that was the group of people that wanted 

to keep with the mental health and the health issues and they're still running it. They're the ones 

who started the queer festival, the film festival5. So you know, IREOS, the group of people 

from IREOS I think they're still the main organizers of the film festival. So everyone got into 

their own area. 

M.R: Thank you very much. One of the few existing published articles which mentions 

the QUIR magazine refers to it as a “monthly magazine which was published by Arci Gay 

slash Arci Gay Donna Firenze under the responsibility of Franco Griglini with editorial 

coordination from Nina Bellini. The magazine shows its close connection to and influences 

from the English-speaking world and is published in a bilingual Italian-English format”6. 

Is that a fair description, in your opinion? 

N.P: Okay, Franco Grillini, being a registered publisher and journalist, graciously lent his name 

as the editorial director because in Italy they have very strict editorial rules that if you're 

publishing a magazine, even if it's free, even if it's underground, just to be legal, you do need 

to have an editorial responsibility that comes from a professional. And so he was kind of that 

person that lent his name to let, allow us to do this. That was probably the only legal part of 

that whole magazine. I think I was thinking ahead, like, were it to become professional, we had 

that covered. And the only English-speaking person that was behind it was me. 

Nina Bellini was one of my names, Nina Peci. I put Nina Peci as the art director and creative 

designer, but Nina Bellini was also me. I chose Bellini because it was one of the fake names 

that my father had when he was a boy escaping the Nazis from Croatia. He came to Italy and 

he had fake papers: Beniamino Bellini. So I chose Bellini for that reason.  
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M.R: Thank you for sharing that. Would it be alright with you if I were to write that Nina 

Bellini and Nina Peci were the same person? 

N.P: Yeah, yes. I kind of regret that decision now that I didn't just keep with that, but I really 

thought: ‘let's make this look bigger than it is’. I had visions of grandeur; ‘we can't just be three 

people doing a magazine’, we need all sorts of people on staff. So there were six people on 

staff, but in reality, there were only three, each with two names. 

M.R: Is there anything that, apart from maybe your name, that you would have done 

differently if you were to do this magazine again, in the context that you originally made 

it in? 

N.P: Not really. I like the fact that it worked. It was kind of this... I planted a seed and it grew 

on its own. It was very organic and I kind of... that was the idea and it worked. It worked for 

five years and then I trimmed it. Well, I didn't just trim it, I uprooted it.  

But I think, you know, if I were to do something like that again, it would definitely obviously 

be online. They have Facebook pages that do a similar thing, they have Reddit posts… I think 

it would have to be monitored a lot more carefully nowadays because of the trolls, because of 

the bots, because of how mean people behind the screen can be. Whereas if you put something 

black and white on paper, that's it. You cannot deny it, you cannot say ‘fake news’. So I don't 

think there's a need for something like QUIR nowadays because of the way the internet has 

taken off and how you can go find your voice somewhere and express your voice somewhere 

by starting a blog, for example.  

The only thing I would do is to get it online (i.e. the QUIR magazine) and accessible to 

everybody. That's a little project of mine. But I know there are people working on it and I'm 

grateful for that. 

M.R: What was the process for people getting their articles or their letters published? 

Did you publish everything you received?  

N.P: We pretty much did. We did do a lot of controversial things. If it was something 

completely offensive, I think we tended to write a little editorial introduction to it and then 

invite people to debate it, to send their ideas in, to send their comments in. They sent it in by 

sending us an email with the article or handing it in on paper; at the time, it was still the 

beginning of email communication.  
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We didn't ever have anyone really abusing that power of the print. There were things we printed 

that none of us agreed on, but we let it go, sort of like ‘okay, this person has this opinion and 

wants to talk about this’. And if we had something to say about it, we'd write in on the next 

issue and publish the rebuttal. It was open, and I wanted to kind of keep that, even if I knew 

that it was a dangerous format to have. But luckily, no tragedies came of it.  

I think only one article I wrote set off quite a tragic event. I criticized somebody that used 

December 1st, World AIDS Day, to pocket some money. It was a shady thing that was 

happening at one of the theaters. We were supposed to raise money for the Consultorio and we 

didn't see a dime of it because they said, ‘oh, we had to cover our costs there's no money left’. 

So I kind of criticized that- I was young, I was rebellious, I was vociferous and, you know. 

Now, I might have written it in a different way or I might have just confronted the people in a 

different way, but back then I just… And then they wrote back with their response, so I think 

that was probably the most controversial piece we've ever had. 

M.R: There were a few articles, including even some written by yourself, which actively 

used derogatory language like ‘froci’, ‘checce’, etcetera, both in English and in Italian. 

Was that intentional?  

N.P: Yeah, again the whole idea of taking back words, owning words that were negative and 

turning them into something else. Or to call people out, to get a point across. Someone was 

called a ‘brutto frocio’ (i.e. ‘filthy faggot’), I would say ‘yes, it's true, I'm a brutto frocio, 

whatever’. It was also to antagonize a bit, because that was the spirit at the time, the kind of 

publications that were coming out.  

M.R: Antagonize the queer readership or antagonize anybody outside of the group? 

N.P: I would like to think people outside the group were reading this too, but it was also to 

antagonize people within the group, to make it uncomfortable, in a ‘this is what it feels like to 

be called that, so you need to feel that too’ style. And I hoped that, if heterosexual people were 

reading it outside of our group, I hoped that they also would feel a little bit uncomfortable and 

think before using those words in the future. But I never actually analyzed our readership, there 

was no way to analyze it back then really. 
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M.R: I heard and also read that a lot of the time these sorts of magazines and zines would 

be passed from person to person, so it was difficult to track readership because of that, 

but do you have an approximate idea of the numbers?  

N.P: In Florence, I think the whole community was reading it because it was something they 

all looked forward to getting once a month. I think I mentioned before that I went to this gay 

beach in Croatia one summer with a friend of mine- it was a very remote, very hard to get to 

beach, and two gay guys were there reading my magazine.  

I know in the States, we’d get letters that they appreciated having it, then ask us to keep sending 

it - we sent it to gay lesbian centres and archives in the States, as well as all around Europe.  

M.R: Thank you very much! 

 

1 Memory correction: there is a British film and TV director named David Carson. However, 

the more likely David Carson referred to here, a graphic designer famous for his works in 

magazines such as Beach Culture or Ray Gun, was born in Texas and worked largely in the 

US. For more information, see: https://www.famousgraphicdesigners.org/david-carson  

2 Memory correction: the first Rome Pride took place in 1994, not a Jubilee year, meanwhile 

the first World Pride, also held in Rome, took place in the year 2000, which was a Jubilee 

year.   

3 Cunt, created by Rachel Pepper and originally published in San Francisco, California in the 

early 1990s. For more information, see: https://zinewiki.com/wiki/Cunt   

4 Azione Gay e Lesbica was created in 1989 

5 Florence Queer Festival 

6 Nossem, Eva. “Queer, Frocia, Femminiellə, Ricchione et al. – Localizing “Queer” in the 

Italian Context.” gender/sexuality/italy, no.6 (2019): 1-27. https://doi.org/10.15781/31yc-ys20  
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Appendix 2:  Editorial in the April 1994 (№ 0) edition of 'Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura 

gay e lesbica e non solo...' 
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Apendix 3 : Editorial in the January 1994 (№ 7) edition of ‘Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura 

gay e lesbica e non solo...' [Italian] 

(due to the poor lighting in the archives when scanning, some words may not be fully legible) 
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Appendix  4:  Editorial in the January 1994 (№ 7) edition of ‘Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura 

gay e lesbica e non solo...' [English] 
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Appendix 5 : Editorial in the May 1993 (№ 1) edition of ‘Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e 

lesbica e non solo...' 
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Appendix  6 : Letter in the July/August 1993 (№ 3) edition of ‘Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e 

lesbica e non solo...' 
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Appendix 7  PSA in the June 1993 (№ 2) edition of Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura 

gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 8 Dr. Love section in the July/August 1993 (№ 3) edition of Quir: il mensile 

fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 9 Dr. Love section in the September 1993 (№ 4) edition of Quir: il mensile fiorentino 

di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 10 ‘Solidarieta e Salute – il  Consultorio per la salute omosessuale di Firenze’ in  the 

September 1993 (№ 4) edition of Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non 

solo...'   
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Appendix 11 Interview with Mirella Sandonnini in the September 1993 (№ 4) edition of Quir: il 

mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 12 Orgoglio gay dall' America all'ltalia, "Muro di pietra" o muro di gomma? / Gay 

Pride from America to Italy, Stonewall or Rubberwall? in the June 1993 (№ 2) edition of Quir: 

il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 13 ‘Riflessioni’ / ‘Thaughts’ in the June 1993 (№ 2) edition of Quir: il mensile 

fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 14 ‘La mia Ghinea’ / ‘My Guinea’ in the March 1994 (№ 9) edition of Quir: il 

mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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   Appendix 15 ‘È una cosa personale’ / ‘It’s a personal thang’ in the April 1994 (№ 11) 

edition of Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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Appendix 16 ‘BUON COMPLEANNO QUIR’ / ‘HAPPY BIRTHDAY QUIR’ in the May 1994 

(№ 11) edition of Quir: il mensile fiorentino di vita e cultura gay e lesbica e non solo...'   
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